
1



God’s Sovereignty 

A Biblical Overview 

Part 2

All Bible Verses are in the ESV Version (unless noted)

© 2001–2017 Crossway. 

All rights reserved. 

All emphasis added/insertions are mine 2



God is sovereign in salvation: 

• John 6:37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and 
whoever comes to me I will never cast out.

God’s sovereignty in Joseph’s life: 

• Genesis 50:19-20 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for 
am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good, to bring about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today. 

God’s sovereignty in Job’s life: 

• Job 2:6 And The LORD said to Satan, “Behold he is in your 
hand; only spare his life.”

• Job 1:21-22 The LORD gave, and The LORD has taken away, 
blessed be the name of The LORD. 22 In all this Job did not sin 
or charge God with wrong. 

• Job 2:10 Shall we receive good from God, and not receive 
evil? In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 
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• Job 42:11 “Then came to him all his brothers and sisters and all who had 

known before and ate bread with him in his house. And they showed him 

sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that the Lord had brought 

upon him

• Job 38:1-4 The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said 2 

“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 3 Dress 

for action like a man; I will question you, and you make known to me. 4 

Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

God is sovereign over evil/sin, but not the author of evil, the agent of evil, 

and He is not the efficient cause of evil

• James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by 

God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no 

one

• Lam 3:31-33 For the Lord will not cast off forever, 32 but, though he 

cause grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of his 

steadfast love; 33 for he does not afflict from his heart or grieve the 

children of men.
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God’s sovereignty-Jesus

We have learned that God is sovereign and cares for us. If this is true, then 

fearing man/world/satan is inconsistent. 

Jesus remedy for fear and perseverance?

• Matt 10:16-33 V28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill 

the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are 

not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the 

ground apart from your Father? 30 But even the hairs of your head are all 

numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 

• Matt 6:25-34 Jesus points to God’s sovereignty and goodness/love as the 

remedy for anxiousness

God is sovereign over the crucifixion of Jesus Christ: Acts 4:27-28

• 27 For truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy 

servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along 

with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and 
your plan had predestined to take place.

• Where is our hope saints? In ourselves? In the World? In Health? In Money? 

Or God the Sovereign King of all? 5



God’s sovereignty-James 4:13-17

• Come now you who say “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town 

and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”-14 yet you do not know what 

tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little 

time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 

and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is 

evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

• Believing in the sovereignty of God is one thing. Living life in light of His 

sovereignty is another. 

• To believe God is sovereign but live as though He is not is arrogant and sin. 

• We should plan and apply wisdom, but our hope should rest in one place-God’s 

goodness and sovereignty.

• God is sovereign over everything. This in no way removes our responsibility in 

obedience/salvation, but rather gives hope in both. 

• CH Spurgeon: There is no attribute of God more comforting to His children than 

the doctrine of Divine Sovereignty. Under the most adverse circumstances, in the 

most severe troubles, they believe that Sovereignty hash ordained their afflictions, 

that Sovereignty overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all.

• Azurdia: Dissatisfaction with the sovereignty of God is not the mark of a sanctified 
mind. 
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Summary Thoughts:

• As we grow from Scripture in our understanding of God and His sovereignty, 

we should be growing in faith and hope leading to more prayer (dependence)

• As our faith deepens and our hope is strengthened, then the world will ask 

the reason for our hope, and we get to magnify and glorify God in 

proclaiming Him, the Sovereign as the reason for our hope

• As we grow in our understanding of God’s sovereignty and why it is good, 

we see why fear, anxiety, doubt, & grumbling are so offensive (inconsistent)

• With a right understanding of God’s sovereignty, we can encourage others in 

God, His goodness, sovereignty and His grace towards us (2 Cor 1) 

• In understanding God’s sovereignty, we are strengthened and encouraged in 

our perseverance knowing that God is at work in our suffering/persecution 

for our good and His glory (Satan is not in control, Sin is not in control, 

man/governments are not in control) He is ultimate, He is decisive

• In a right understanding of God’s sovereignty we know that our decisions 

and obedience matter, but our hope lies not in our decisions or obedience but 

in God, His goodness and sovereignty 
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Isaiah 46:9 I am God, and there is no other; I am 

God and there is none like Me, 10 declaring the 

end from the beginning and from ancient times 

things not yet done, saying “My counsel shall 

stand, and I will accomplish all My purpose.” 
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