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CHOSEN	BY	GOD	

1	Peter	1:1-2	

PART	TWO	

INTRO	

“Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	
and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	teaching	them	to	observe	all	that	I	have	commanded	you.	And	behold,	I	am	with	
you	always,	to	the	end	of	the	age"	(Matthew	28:19-20).	

Q:	How	can	we	know	who	the	true	converts	are?	We	don’t!	That	is,	unless	they	continue	to	follow	Christ	
through	His	teaching,	continually	being	transformed	into	His	likeness.	That’s	a	true	convert!	

I.	God’s	Unimpeachable	Sovereignty	

Predestination	is	the	free,	unilateral,	uninfluenced,	personal	decision	of	the	God	who	chooses.	

“Our	God	is	in	the	heavens;	he	does	all	that	he	pleases”	(Psalm	115:3).	

“all	the	inhabitants	of	the	earth	are	accounted	as	nothing,	and	he	does	according	to	his	will	among	the	
host	of	heaven	and	among	the	inhabitants	of	the	earth;	and	none	can	stay	his	hand	or	say	to	him,	"What	
have	you	done?"	(Daniel	4:35).	

“Whatever	the	Lord	pleases,	he	does,	in	heaven	and	on	earth,	in	the	seas	and	all	deeps”	(Psalm	135:6).	

“Nothing	 is	 done	 but	 what	 the	 Almighty	 wills	 should	 be	 done,	 either	 efficiently	 or	 permissively”	
(Augustine).	

“remember	the	former	things	of	old;	for	I	am	God,	and	there	is	no	other;	I	am	God,	and	there	is	none	
like	me,	declaring	the	end	from	the	beginning	and	from	ancient	times	things	not	yet	done,	saying,	'My	
counsel	shall	stand,	and	I	will	accomplish	all	my	purpose,'	calling	a	bird	of	prey	from	the	east,	the	man	of	
my	counsel	from	a	far	country.	I	have	spoken,	and	I	will	bring	it	to	pass;	I	have	purposed,	and	I	will	do	it”	
(Isaiah	46:9-11).	

“This	therefore	must	stand;	to	wit,	the	unsearchable	will	of	God,	without	which	nothing	exists	or	acts”	
(Luther).	

“God	would	not	be	such	if	He	was	not	almighty,	and	if	anything	could	be	done	without	Him”	(Luther).	

“For	my	thoughts	are	not	your	thoughts,	neither	are	your	ways	my	ways,	declares	the	Lord.	For	as	the	
heavens	are	higher	than	the	earth,	so	are	my	ways	higher	than	your	ways	and	my	thoughts	than	your	
thoughts”	(Isaiah	55:8-9).	

God	has	thoughts	and	ways	that	are	far	above	human	reason.		

“His	understanding	is	unsearchable”	(Isaiah	40:28).	



“Oh,	the	depth	of	the	riches	and	wisdom	and	knowledge	of	God!	How	unsearchable	are	his	judgments	
and	how	inscrutable	his	ways!”	(Romans	11:33).	

We	do	not	stand	in	judgment	of	God;	we	humbly	submit	to	whatever	He	has	determined.	

II.	God’s	Undisputable	Choice	
	
His	Elect	Church	
	
“For	many	are	called,	but	few	are	chosen"	(Matthew	22:14).		
	
“But	for	the	sake	of	the	elect,	whom	he	chose,	he	shortened	the	days”	(Mark	13:14).	
	
“And	he	will	send	out	his	angels	with	a	 loud	trumpet	call,	and	they	will	gather	his	elect	 from	the	four	
winds,	from	one	end	of	heaven	to	the	other”	(Matthew	24:31).	
	
“Put	on	then,	as	God's	chosen	ones,	holy	and	beloved,	compassion,	kindness,	humility,	meekness,	and	
patience”	(Colossians	3:12).	
	
His	Chosen	Apostles	
	
“You	did	not	choose	me,	but	I	chose	you	and	appointed	you	that	you	should	go	and	bear	fruit	and	that	
your	fruit	should	abide”	(John	16:1).	
	
“I	have	dealt	with	all	that	Jesus	began	to	do	and	teach,	until	the	day	when	he	was	taken	up,	after	he	had	
given	commands	through	the	Holy	Spirit	to	the	apostles	whom	he	had	chosen”	(Acts	1:1-2).	
	
“But	 the	 Lord	 said	 to	 him,	 "Go,	 for	 he	 is	 a	 chosen	 instrument	 of	mine	 to	 carry	my	 name	 before	 the	
Gentiles	and	kings	and	the	children	of	Israel”	(Acts	9:15).		

Even	Judas’	successor,	Matthias,	was	sovereignly	chosen	by	God	(Acts	1:24-26).	

Q:	If	we	made	the	initial	decision,	how	can	He	rightfully	claim	to	have	chosen	us?	If	we	chose	first,	it	is	no	
longer	His	choice.	

“So	too	at	the	present	time	there	is	a	remnant,	chosen	by	grace.	But	if	it	is	by	grace,	it	is	no	longer	on	the	
basis	of	works;	otherwise	grace	would	no	longer	be	grace.	What	then?	Israel	failed	to	obtain	what	it	was	
seeking.	The	elect	obtained	it,	but	the	rest	were	hardened”	(Romans	11:5-7).	

“But	God	chose	what	is	foolish	in	the	world	to	shame	the	wise;	God	chose	what	is	weak	in	the	world	to	
shame	the	strong;	God	chose	what	is	low	and	despised	in	the	world,	even	things	that	are	not,	to	bring	to	
nothing	things	that	are,	so	that	no	human	being	might	boast	in	the	presence	of	God.	He	is	the	source	of	
your	 life	 in	 Christ	 Jesus,	 whom	God	made	 our	 wisdom	 and	 our	 righteousness	 and	 sanctification	 and	
redemption.	Therefore,	as	it	is	written,	"Let	the	one	who	boasts,	boast	in	the	Lord"	(1	Cor.	1:27-31).		

“a	living	stone	rejected	by	men	but	in	the	sight	of	God	chosen	and	precious”	(1	Peter	2:4).	

III.	Man’s	Irreversible	Inability	
	



“in	the	sanctification	of	the	Spirit…”	(v2)	

The	call	of	God	to	repent	and	be	saved	goes	out	to	all	mankind.	

"Turn	to	me	and	be	saved,	all	the	ends	of	the	earth!	For	I	am	God,	and	there	is	no	other”	(Isaiah	45:22).	

“Come,	everyone	who	thirsts,	come	to	the	waters”	(Isaiah	55:1).	

“On	the	last	day	of	the	feast,	the	great	day,	Jesus	stood	up	and	cried	out,	‘If	anyone	thirsts,	let	him	come	
to	me	and	drink.	Whoever	believes	in	me,	as	the	Scripture	has	said,	“Out	of	his	heart	will	flow	rivers	of	
living	water”’”	(John	7:37-38).	

The	Spiritually	Dead	State	of	Man	

“And	you	were	dead	in	the	trespasses	and	sins	 in	which	you	once	walked,	following	the	course	of	this	
world,	 following	 the	 prince	 of	 the	 power	 of	 the	 air,	 the	 spirit	 that	 is	 now	 at	 work	 in	 the	 sons	 of	
disobedience—among	whom	we	all	once	 lived	 in	the	passions	of	our	 flesh,	carrying	out	the	desires	of	
the	body	and	the	mind,	and	were	by	nature	children	of	wrath,	like	the	rest	of	mankind.	But	God,	being	
rich	 in	 mercy,	 because	 of	 the	 great	 love	 with	 which	 he	 loved	 us,	 even	 when	 we	 were	 dead	 in	 our	
trespasses,	made	us	alive	together	with	Christ—	by	grace	you	have	been	saved”	(Ephesians	2:1-6).	

It	isn’t	apart	from	our	will,	as	those	who	claim	that	God’s	sovereign	act	is	fatalistic.	No,	God	changed	
our	will.	

	“And	even	if	our	gospel	is	veiled,	it	is	veiled	only	to	those	who	are	perishing.	In	their	case	the	god	of	this	
world	has	blinded	the	minds	of	the	unbelievers,	to	keep	them	from	seeing	the	light	of	the	gospel	of	the	
glory	of	Christ,	who	is	the	image	of	God.	For	what	we	proclaim	is	not	ourselves,	but	Jesus	Christ	as	Lord,	
with	ourselves	as	your	servants	for	Jesus'	sake.	For	God,	who	said,	"Let	light	shine	out	of	darkness,"	has	
shone	in	our	hearts	to	give	the	light	of	the	knowledge	of	the	glory	of	God	in	the	face	of	Jesus	Christ”	(2	
Corinthians	4:3-6).	

“And	I	will	give	you	a	new	heart,	and	a	new	spirit	 I	will	put	within	you.	And	I	will	remove	the	heart	of	
stone	from	your	flesh	and	give	you	a	heart	of	flesh.	And	I	will	put	my	Spirit	within	you,	and	cause	you	to	
walk	in	my	statutes	and	be	careful	to	obey	my	rules”	(Ezekiel	36:26-28).	

“I	will	give	them	a	heart	to	know	that	I	am	the	Lord,	and	they	shall	be	my	people	and	I	will	be	their	God,	
for	they	shall	return	to	me	with	their	whole	heart”	(Jeremiah	24:7).	

This	action	of	God’s	doesn’t	violate	our	freedom,	it	activates	it	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	

“For	we	ourselves	were	once	foolish,	disobedient,	 led	astray,	slaves	to	various	passions	and	pleasures,	
passing	our	days	in	malice	and	envy,	hated	by	others	and	hating	one	another.	But	when	the	goodness	
and	 loving	 kindness	 of	 God	 our	 Savior	 appeared,	 he	 saved	 us,	 not	 because	 of	 works	 done	 by	 us	 in	
righteousness,	but	according	to	his	own	mercy,	by	the	washing	of	regeneration	and	renewal	of	the	Holy	
Spirit,	whom	he	poured	out	on	us	 richly	 through	 Jesus	Christ	our	Savior,	 so	 that	being	 justified	by	his	
grace	we	might	become	heirs	according	to	the	hope	of	eternal	life”	(Titus	3:3-7).	

“And	when	 the	Gentiles	 heard	 this,	 they	 began	 rejoicing	 and	 glorifying	 the	word	 of	 the	 Lord,	 and	 as	
many	as	were	appointed	to	eternal	life	believed”	(Acts	13:48).	
	



“For	we	know,	brothers	loved	by	God,	that	he	has	chosen	you,	because	our	gospel	came	to	you	not	only	
in	word,	but	also	in	power	and	in	the	Holy	Spirit	and	with	full	conviction”	(1	Thessalonians	1:4-5).	
	
“But	we	ought	always	to	give	thanks	to	God	for	you,	brothers	beloved	by	the	Lord,	because	God	chose	
you	as	the	firstfruits	to	be	saved,	through	sanctification	by	the	Spirit	and	belief	in	the	truth.	To	this	he	
called	 you	 through	 our	 gospel,	 so	 that	 you	 may	 obtain	 the	 glory	 of	 our	 Lord	 Jesus	 Christ”	 (2	
Thessalonians	2:13-15).	

“But	you	are	a	chosen	race,	a	royal	priesthood,	a	holy	nation,	a	people	for	his	own	possession,	that	you	
may	proclaim	the	excellencies	of	him	who	called	you	out	of	darkness	into	his	marvelous	light”	(1	Peter	
2:9).	

IV.	God’s	Inexhaustible	Charity	
	
We	are	a	chosen	people…the	object	of	God’s	eternal	love;	a	gift	of	love	to	His	Son.		
	
"Father,	 the	hour	has	 come;	 glorify	 your	 Son	 that	 the	 Son	may	 glorify	 you,	 since	 you	have	 given	him	
authority	over	all	flesh,	to	give	eternal	life	to	all	whom	you	have	given	him”	(John	17:1-2).	
	
"I	have	manifested	your	name	to	the	people	whom	you	gave	me	out	of	the	world.	Yours	they	were,	and	
you	gave	them	to	me,	and	they	have	kept	your	word”	(John	17:6-7).	
	
“I	am	praying	for	them.	I	am	not	praying	for	the	world	but	for	those	whom	you	have	given	me,	for	they	
are	yours”	(John	17:9).	
	
“Father,	I	desire	that	they	also,	whom	you	have	given	me,	may	be	with	me	where	I	am,	to	see	my	glory	
that	you	have	given	me	because	you	loved	me	before	the	foundation	of	the	world”	(John	17:24).	
	
The	Father	gave	a	people	to	His	Son	as	a	gift	of	His	love.		
	
“Paul,	a	servant	of	God	and	an	apostle	of	Jesus	Christ,	for	the	sake	of	the	faith	of	God's	elect	and	their	
knowledge	of	the	truth,	which	accords	with	godliness,	in	hope	of	eternal	life,	which	God,	who	never	lies,	
promised	before	the	ages	began”	(Titus	1:1-2).	
	
“who	saved	us	and	called	us	to	a	holy	calling,	not	because	of	our	works	but	because	of	his	own	purpose	
and	grace,	which	he	gave	us	in	Christ	Jesus	before	the	ages	began”	(2	Timothy	1:9).	
	
“Jesus	 said	 to	 them,	 "I	 am	 the	 bread	 of	 life;	 whoever	 comes	 to	 me	 shall	 not	 hunger,	 and	 whoever	
believes	in	me	shall	never	thirst.	But	I	said	to	you	that	you	have	seen	me	and	yet	do	not	believe.	All	that	
the	Father	gives	me	will	come	to	me,	and	whoever	comes	to	me	I	will	never	cast	out.	For	I	have	come	
down	from	heaven,	not	to	do	my	own	will	but	the	will	of	him	who	sent	me.	And	this	is	the	will	of	him	
who	sent	me,	that	I	should	lose	nothing	of	all	that	he	has	given	me,	but	raise	it	up	on	the	last	day”	(John	
6:35-39).	
	
	“For	this	is	the	will	of	my	Father,	that	everyone	who	looks	on	the	Son	and	believes	in	him	should	have	
eternal	life,	and	I	will	raise	him	up	on	the	last	day"	(John	6:40).	
	



	
“We	are	searching	for	God’s	election	My	Lord,		
I	did	not	choose	You,	For	that	could	never	be;	

My	heart	would	still	refuse	You,	Had	You	not	chosen	me.	
You	took	the	sin	that	stained	me,	You	cleansed	me,	made	me	new;	

Of	old	you	have	ordained	me,	That	I	should	live	in	You.	
Unless	Your	grace	had	called	me,	And	taught	my	opening	mind,	
The	world	would	have	enthralled	me,	To	heavenly	glories	blind.	
My	heart	knows	none	above	You;	For	Your	rich	grace	I	thirst.	

I	know	that	if	I	love	You,	You	must	have	loved	first”	(Josiah	Conder).	
	


