
Salvation Joy 
1	Peter	1:6-9	

PART	THREE	

FOUR	REASONS	we	are	able	to	go	beyond	enduring	trials	to	rejoicing	in	them:		

1. A	LIVING	HOPE;	2.	A	GROWING	FAITH;	3.	A	FORTHCOMING	HONOR;	and	4.	An	ENDURING	LOVE	

Introduction	

Two	Forms	of	Suffering:	Persecution	or	Providence	

“and	when	they	had	called	in	the	apostles,	they	beat	them	and	charged	them	not	to	speak	in	the	name	
of	Jesus,	and	let	them	go.	Then	they	left	the	presence	of	the	council,	rejoicing	that	they	were	counted	
worthy	to	suffer	dishonor	for	the	name”	(Acts	5:40-41).	

“Though	the	fig	tree	should	not	blossom,	nor	fruit	be	on	the	vines,	the	produce	of	the	olive	fail	and	the	
fields	yield	no	food,	the	flock	be	cut	off	from	the	fold	and	there	be	no	herd	in	the	stalls,	yet	I	will	rejoice	
in	the	Lord;	I	will	take	joy	in	the	God	of	my	salvation.	God,	the	Lord,	is	my	strength;	he	makes	my	feet	
like	the	deer's;	he	makes	me	tread	on	my	high	places”	(Habakkuk	3:17-19).	

yet	will	I	rejoice	in	the	Lord;	yet	will	I	take	joy	in	the	God	of	my	salvation.	God,	the	Lord,	is	my	strength.	

	

1. A	LIVING	HOPE	

The	focal	point	of	our	joy	goes	beyond	our	grief.	

“to	an	inheritance	that	is	 imperishable,	undefiled,	and	unfading,	kept	in	heaven	for	you,	who	by	God's	
power	are	being	guarded	through	faith	for	a	salvation	ready	to	be	revealed	in	the	last	time”	(vv.	4-5).	

The	Perspective	of	Joseph:	The	Importance	of	Understanding	and	Accepting	the	Providence	of	God	

“So	Joseph	said	to	his	brothers,	‘Come	near	to	me,	please.’	And	they	came	near.	And	he	said,	‘I	am	your	
brother,	 Joseph,	 whom	 you	 sold	 into	 Egypt.	 And	 now	 do	 not	 be	 distressed	 or	 angry	with	 yourselves	
because	you	sold	me	here,	for	God	sent	me	before	you	to	preserve	life’”	(Genesis	45:4-6).	

“His	brothers	also	came	and	fell	down	before	him	and	said,	‘Behold,	we	are	your	servants.’	But	Joseph	
said	to	them,	‘Do	not	fear,	for	am	I	in	the	place	of	God?	As	for	you,	you	meant	evil	against	me,	but	God	
meant	it	for	good,	to	bring	it	about	that	many	people	should	be	kept	alive,	as	they	are	today.	So	do	not	
fear;	 I	will	 provide	 for	 you	 and	 your	 little	 ones.’	 Thus	 he	 comforted	 them	and	 spoke	 kindly	 to	 them”	
(Genesis	50:18-21).	

Joseph	understood	three	things	that	not	only	sustained	him	in	his	long-term	suffering	but	allowed	him	
to	rejoice	in	it:		

1)	He	set	his	mind	on	God’s	sovereignty	and	maintained	unwavering	faith	in	His	plan;		

2)	He	fixed	his	focus	beyond	his	grief	to	the	glory	of	God	in	heavenly	places;		



3)	He	was	dead	to	himself	and	his	immediate	surrounding	and	circumstances.	

“If	any	thing	adverse	befalls	him,	he	will	forthwith	raise	his	mind	to	God….	Had	Joseph	kept	his	thoughts	
fixed	on	the	treachery	of	his	brethren,	he	never	could	have	resumed	fraternal	affection	for	 them.	But	
turning	toward	the	Lord,	he	forgot	the	injury”	(Calvin).	

“I	am	mute;	I	do	not	open	my	mouth,	for	it	is	you	who	have	done	it”	(Psalm	39:9).	

	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	unless	a	grain	of	wheat	falls	into	the	earth	and	dies,	it	remains	alone;	but	if	it	
dies,	it	bears	much	fruit.	Whoever	loves	his	life	loses	it,	and	whoever	hates	his	life	in	this	world	will	keep	
it	for	eternal	life”	(John	12:24-25).	

“The	Lord	willed	 it,	 it	must	therefore	be	borne;	not	only	because	 it	 is	unlawful	 to	strive	with	him,	but	
because	he	wills	nothing	that	is	not	just	and	befitting”	(Calvin).	

“I	 form	 light	and	create	darkness,	 I	make	well-being	and	create	calamity,	 I	 am	 the	Lord,	who	does	all	
these	things”	(Isaiah	45:7).	

Shimei	cursing	king	David:	2	Samuel	16:5-11	

“The	 Christian’s	mind	 will	 always	 be	 fixed	 on	 the	 Providence	 of	 God	 alone,	 and	 no	 consideration	 of	
present	circumstances	will	be	allowed	to	withdraw	him	from	the	steady	contemplation	of	it”	(Calvin).	

“All	evils	are	the	same	to	faith.	You	should	walk	so	that	the	world	may	know	you	can	live	above	every	
condition,	and	that	all	evils	are	much	beneath	your	hopes.	So,	from	all	that	has	been	said,	we	see	that	
we	should	suffer	the	will	of	Christ	[Providence]	with	the	same	cheerfulness	as	we	should	suffer	for	the	
name	of	Christ	[Persecution]”	(Thomas	Manton).	

	

2. A	GROWING	FAITH		
	

Faith	is	not	only	needed	to	strengthen	us	in	the	trial,	but	the	trial	is	needed	to	strengthen	our	faith.	

“by	God’s	power	[we]	are	being	guarded	through	faith	 for	a	salvation	ready	to	be	revealed	 in	the	 last	
time.	 In	 this	you	rejoice,	 though	now	for	a	 little	while,	 if	necessary,	you	have	been	grieved	by	various	
trials,	so	that	the	tested	genuineness	of	your	faith—more	precious	than	gold	that	perishes	though	it	 is	
tested	by	fire”	(vv5-7a).	

Five	Factors	that	Weaken	Faith	

! Doubt	
! Fears	
! Worldliness	
! Neglecting	the	Word	and	prayer	
! Permitting	sin	to	remain	alive	

Trial	By	fire	

God:	A	devouring,	consuming,	refiner’s	fire	



“Now	 the	appearance	of	 the	 glory	of	 the	 Lord	was	 like	 a	devouring	 fire	on	 the	 top	of	 the	mountain”	
(Exodus	24:17).	

“For	the	Lord	your	God	is	a	consuming	fire”	(Deuteronomy	4:24;	also	Hebrews	12:29).	

“For	he	is	like	a	refiner's	fire	and	like	fullers'	soap.	He	will	sit	as	a	refiner	and	purifier	of	silver,	and	he	will	
purify	the	sons	of	Levi	and	refine	them	like	gold	and	silver,	and	they	will	bring	offerings	in	righteousness	
to	the	Lord”	(Malachi	3:2-3).	

“And	 I	will	 put	 this	 third	 into	 the	 fire,	 and	 refine	 them	as	one	 refines	 silver,	 and	 test	 them	as	 gold	 is	
tested.		They	will	call	upon	my	name,	and	I	will	answer	them.	I	will	say,	'They	are	my	people';	and	they	
will	say,	'The	Lord	is	my	God.'"	(Zechariah	13:9).	

“Now	 if	 anyone	 builds	 on	 the	 foundation	 with	 gold,	 silver,	 precious	 stones,	 wood,	 hay,	 straw—each	
one's	work	will	become	manifest,	for	the	Day	will	disclose	it,	because	it	will	be	revealed	by	fire,	and	the	
fire	will	test	what	sort	of	work	each	one	has	done.	If	the	work	that	anyone	has	built	on	the	foundation	
survives,	he	will	receive	a	reward”	(1	Corinthians	3:12-14).	

Our	 faith	must	 endure	 to	 the	 end	 of	 our	 journey	 here	 on	 earth	 because	 it	 is	 by	 faith	 that	we	 are	
carried	home	to	heaven.	

“More	 than	 that,	 we	 rejoice	 in	 our	 sufferings,	 knowing	 that	 suffering	 produces	 endurance”	 (Romans	
5:3).	

“But	the	one	who	endures	to	the	end	will	be	saved.	And	this	gospel	of	the	kingdom	will	be	proclaimed	
throughout	the	whole	world	as	a	testimony	to	all	nations,	and	then	the	end	will	come”	(Matthew	24:13-
14).	

If	our	faith	is	to	endure,	it	must	be	tested,	purified,	and	strengthened	through	suffering.	

Peter’s	point	is	that	when	we	survive	trials	with	our	faith	still	intact	it	proves	that	our	faith	is	genuine.	

God	uses	trials	to	build	trust	in	Him.	

Knowing	God’s	involvement	in	and	appointment	of	our	trials,	we	should	never	be	surprised	by	them;	we	
should	never	be	confounded	by	them;	and	we	should	never	become	bitter	over	of	them.	

“God	sends	trials	to	strengthen	our	trust	in	him	so	that	our	faith	will	not	fail.	Our	trials	keep	us	trusting;	
they	burn	away	our	self-confidence	and	drive	us	to	our	Saviour”	(Clowney,	52).	

Trust	in	God	produces	internal	peace	amid	the	storms	in	life.	

“Open	the	gates,	that	the	righteous	nation	that	keeps	faith	may	enter	in.	You	keep	him	in	perfect	peace	
whose	mind	is	stayed	on	you,	because	he	trusts	in	you.	Trust	in	the	Lord	forever,	for	the	Lord	God	is	an	
everlasting	rock”	(Isaiah	26:2-4).	

God	is	with	us	in	our	trials.	He	keeps	a	record	of	our	suffering.		

“You	have	kept	count	of	my	tossings;	put	my	tears	in	your	bottle.	Are	they	not	in	your	book?	….	This	I	
know,	that	God	is	for	me.	In	God,	whose	word	I	praise,	in	the	Lord,	whose	word	I	praise,	in	God	I	trust;	I	
shall	not	be	afraid”	(Psalm	56:8-11).	



His	comforting	reassurance:	

“When	you	pass	through	the	waters,	I	will	be	with	you;	and	through	the	rivers,	they	shall	not	overwhelm	
you;	when	you	walk	through	fire	you	shall	not	be	burned,	and	the	flame	shall	not	consume	you.	For	I	am	
the	Lord	your	God,	the	Holy	One	of	Israel,	your	Savior”	(Isaiah	43:2-3).	

	

3. A	FORTHCOMING	HONOR		

Enduring	 suffering	with	 abiding	 joy	will	 bring	praise,	glory,	 and	honor	 to	 us	 and	 to	 our	 Lord	 Jesus	
Christ	on	the	day	of	His	return.	

“In	this	you	rejoice,	though	now	for	a	little	while,	if	necessary,	you	have	been	grieved	by	various	trials,	so	
that	the	tested	genuineness	of	your	faith—more	precious	than	gold	that	perishes	though	it	is	tested	by	
fire—may	be	found	to	result	in	praise	and	glory	and	honor	at	the	revelation	of	Jesus	Christ”	(vv6-7).	

“Behold,	the	Lord	God	comes	with	might,	and	his	arm	rules	for	him;	behold,	his	reward	is	with	him,	and	
his	recompense	before	him”	(Isaiah	40:10).	

“Behold,	 the	 Lord	has	proclaimed	 to	 the	end	of	 the	earth:	 Say	 to	 the	daughter	of	 Zion,	 ‘Behold,	 your	
salvation	comes;	behold,	his	reward	is	with	him,	and	his	recompense	before	him’"	(Isaiah	62:11).	

"Behold,	I	am	coming	soon,	bringing	my	recompense	with	me,	to	repay	everyone	for	what	he	has	done”	
(Revelation	22:12).	

“But	a	Jew	is	one	inwardly,	and	circumcision	is	a	matter	of	the	heart,	by	the	Spirit,	not	by	the	letter.	His	
praise	is	not	from	man	but	from	God”	(Romans	2:29).	

“He	will	render	to	each	one	according	to	his	works:	to	those	who	by	patience	in	well-doing	seek	for	glory	
and	honor	and	immortality,	he	will	give	eternal	life”	(Romans	2:6-7).	

There	will	be	“glory	and	honor	and	peace	for	everyone	who	does	good,	the	Jew	first	and	also	the	Greek”	
(Romans	2:10).	

“How	can	you	believe,	when	you	receive	glory	from	one	another	and	do	not	seek	the	glory	that	comes	
from	the	only	God?”	(John	5:44).	

“for	they	loved	the	glory	that	comes	from	man	more	than	the	glory	that	comes	from	God”	(John	12:43).	

“Therefore	do	not	pronounce	judgment	before	the	time,	before	the	Lord	comes,	who	will	bring	to	light	
the	things	now	hidden	in	darkness	and	will	disclose	the	purposes	of	the	heart.	Then	each	one	will	receive	
his	commendation	from	God”	(1	Corinthians	4:5).	

	


