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Scriptures	for	Spiritual	Warfare	
See: www.battlefocused.org/spiritual‐warfare/scriptures.php 

Hebrews 4:12–13 (ESV) — 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from [God’s] 
sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  

Transition: Jesus being tempted by the devil in the wilderness – accurately quoted scriptures 

2 Timothy 3:10–17 (ESV) — Paul  You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my 
aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings 
that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet 
from them all the Lord rescued me. 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted, 13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving 
and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith 
in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. {God’s definition of good & godly – in His likeness. See Genesis Ch. 1} 

Romans 12:9–21 (ESV) — 9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 
10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be 
slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, 
be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 14 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but 
give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of 
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if 
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing 
you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. {God’s definition of good & evil – He sets the standards. See Genesis Ch. 3} 

Transition: The Battle is the Lord’s. Jesus Christ. 

1 Samuel 17:41–47 (ESV) — David & Goliath - the Philistine moved forward and came near to 
David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. 42 And when the Philistine looked and saw David, 
he disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. 43 And the 
Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine 
cursed David by his gods. 44 The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your 
flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.” 45 Then David said to the Philistine, 
“You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the 
name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day 
the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head. And I 
will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the 
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wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47 and that all 
this assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear. For the battle is the 
LORD’s, and he will give you into our hand.”  

Matthew 13:37–39 (ESV) — Parable of the Weeds 24-30, explained in 37 He answered, “The 
one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed is 
the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed 
them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.  

John 10:10 (ESV) — Jesus taught The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly.  

Matthew 12:30 (ESV) — Jesus taught Whoever is not with me / is against me, and whoever 
does not gather with me / scatters.  

James 4:4 (ESV) — … Do you not know that friendship with the world / is enmity with God? 
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world / makes himself an enemy of God.  

Luke 14:25–33 (ESV) — 25 Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to 
them, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 
Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of 
you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough 
to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see 
it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or 
what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate 
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 
32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of 
peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my 
disciple.  

1 Timothy 1:18–19 (ESV) — 18 This charge I entrust to you [that is, the rest of the letter], 
Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them 
you may wage the good warfare, 19 holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some 
have made shipwreck of their faith… 

2 Timothy 2:1–4 (ESV) — 1 You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus, 2 and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others also. 3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 
4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted 
him.  

Transition: God’s battle, good soldiers. God’s weapons - have his power when used for his purposes. 

2 Corinthians 10:3–5 (ESV) — 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war 
according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine 
power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,  

Romans 7:21–25 (ESV) — 21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close 
at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in my members 
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another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 
death? 25 Thanks be to God / through Jesus Christ our Lord!... 

1 Thessalonians 5:5–8 (ESV) — 5 For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are 
not of the night or of the darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake 
and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 
8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, 
and for a helmet the hope of salvation.  

2 Corinthians 6:3–7 (ESV) — 3 We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be 
found with our ministry, 4 but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great 
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 
nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by 
truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and 
for the left;  

Ephesians 6:10–20 (ESV) — 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 
11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.  

 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate 
of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the 
gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,  

 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.  
 To that end keep alert with all perseverance,  
 making supplication for all the saints,  
 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to 

proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I 
may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.  

John 3:16 (ESV) — 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  

1 Chronicles 5:18–22 (ESV) — 18 The Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
had valiant men who carried shield and sword, and drew the bow, expert in war… [they were 
victorious for this reason] 20… they cried out to God in the battle, and he granted their urgent 
plea because they trusted in him.  & in 22 …the war was of God… 

Judges 7 -- Gideon’s 300 against the Midianite army of 135,000 -- Judges 7:20–21 (ESV) — 
20 [In the middle of the night]… the [300] blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in 
their left hands the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A 
sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” 21 Every man stood in his place around the camp, // and all 
the army ran. They cried out and fled. – The only “enemy” soldiers the Midianites saw in the 
darkness were each other.  The Lord sent fear and confusion into the enemy camp 120,000 died. 
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Transition: What is our place? 

Romans 13:1–7 (ESV) — 1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there 
is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of 
the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is 
God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in 
vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 
Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of 
conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, 
attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 
revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is 
owed.  

Jude 8–10 (ESV) — 8 Yet in like manner these [ungodly] people also, relying on their dreams, 
defile the flesh, reject authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones. 9 But when the archangel 
Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume 
to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 10 But these people 
blaspheme all that they do not understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, like 
unreasoning animals, understand instinctively.  

1 Peter 2:13–17 (ESV) — 13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether 
it be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil 
and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should 
put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.  

Acts 4:18–20 (ESV) — Peter & John before the Jewish court So they called them and 
charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered 
them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 
20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.”  {Paul’s prayer request for boldness} 

Transition: (1 Tim 1:18-19) “…faith and a good conscience…” 

1 John 5:4 (ESV) — 4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this 
is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.  

Hebrews 11:33–34 (ESV) — Hall of Heroes of the Faith -- 33 who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the 
power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty 
in war, put foreign armies to flight.  

Transition: Whose kingdom do we conquer by faith & a good conscience? 

1 John 3:8–9 (ESV) — 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works 
of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, 
and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God. 
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Romans 13:11–14 (ESV) — 11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night 
is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in 
sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

Colossians 1:9–14 (ESV) — 9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for 
you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing 
fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. 11 May you be strengthened 
with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, 12 
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 
light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

Acts 26:17–18 (ESV) — on the Damascus Rd Jesus commissioned Paul at the beginning of 
his ministry … I am sending you 18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to 
light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place 
among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’  

Revelation 12:10–11 (ESV) — 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, 
for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before 
our God. 11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.  (Luke 14:33) 

Matthew 28:18–20 (ESV) — 18 And Jesus came and said to [his disciples], “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.”  

Matthew 16:18 (ESV) — Jesus speaking 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  

Romans 8:35–39 (ESV) — 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? // 36 As it is written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
// 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
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2 Timothy 4:6–7 (ESV) — Paul at the end of his ministry For I am already being poured out 
as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith.  

1 Timothy 6:2–11 (ESV) — 2 Teach and urge these things [contained in the letter]. 3 If anyone 
teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is puffed up with conceit and understands 
nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, which 
produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction among people who are 
depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, // imagining that godliness is a means of gain. 6 But 
godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot 
take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 
9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and 
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pangs.  

1 John 2:15–17 (ESV) — 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the 
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 
17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever.  

1 Timothy 6:11–16 (ESV) — 11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. // Pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the 
faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses.  

13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in 
his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the commandment 
unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will 
display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one 
has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.  

 


