
Regarding the doctrine of “Adoption”
John Murray said: “adoption is the apex of redemptive grace and privilege.” 

“From being a child of the devil to becoming a child of God, From being a child of wrath to becoming the object of 
God’s favor, From being a child of condemnation to becoming an heir of all the promises and a possessor of all 

blessings, and to be exalted from the greatest misery to the highest glory --- this is something which exceeds all 
comprehension and all adoration.” (Wilhelmus aBrakel)

“ALL the love that ever was in any parent toward a child, is but as ONE DROP of the INFINITE ocean of fatherly 
love that there is in God unto His people.”  (Jeremiah Burroughs)

The Meaning / Understanding of Adoption:
• What is adoption? It is simply this: the act of God whereby he turns sinners into sons. It is the act of God’s 

free grace where God takes His enemies & makes them His children forever.

• From the Westminster Confession of Faith (Chapter 12): All those that are justified, God keeps, in and for his only 
Son Jesus Christ, to make partakers of the grace of adoption; by which they are taken into the number, and 
enjoy the liberties and privileges of the children of God; have his name put upon them; receive the Spirit of 
adoption; have access to the throne of grace with boldness; are enabled to cry, Abba, Father; are pitied, 
protected, provided for, and chastened by him as by a father; yet never cast off, but sealed to the day of 
redemption, and inherit the promises, as heirs of everlasting salvation.

Consider a theme phrase of the Gospel — ADOPTION THROUGH PROPITIATION:

ADOPTION  THROUGH  PROPITIATION
The Father  The Spirit  The Son
Source   Agent   Merits
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I.THE BEAUTY OF ADOPTION 
• This adoption involves the (1) loving initiative of God; (2) the undeserved grace of God; (3) the powerful 

removing from the old family & its control/influence; and (4) the everlasting placement of the new child as a 
SON into the new family; (5) the securing & identifying & glorious mark of a new family name; (6) the granting 
of all the full, accessible, free & family benefits that comes with being a CHILD of the LIVING KING! (7) the 
real, legal surety of future inheritance from the father. 

• Thomas Watson said: “Adoption is a mercy spun out from the bowels of God’s free grace.”

	 The accomplishment

	 The pinnacle

	 The inheritance

	 The grace

	 The future

II.THE BENEFITS OF ADOPTION 

1. God, out of His undeserved grace and His uninfluenced mercy, cuts us off [=severs us] from the family to which 
we naturally belong in Adam as children of wrath and of the devil. (John 8.44)

2. GOD alone grafts us into His own family to make us members of the covenant, saving, blessed family of God. (John 
1.12-13)

3. Our Father now gives us freedom to call on Him by his Father-Name and gives US a new name, which serves as 
our GUARANTEE of admission to the house of God as sons and daughters of God (Rev 2.17; 3.12)
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4. Our Father gifts us with the SPIRIT of adoption >> we are partakers of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit guarantees/
ratifies our Sonship to be immutable, and he confirms our title to all the Promises of God without change. (Rom 
8:14-17; Gal 4:6-7)

5. Our Father grants us likeness to HIMSELF and HIS SON. He imparts to His children a filial (loving) heart and 
disposition to resemble His own.  ALL God’s adopted children bear the Father’s image. Christ is formed in us.  (1 
John 3.1-3)

6. Our Father strengthens our faith through His gifts of promises and prayer.  We have a sure interest and part in 
ALL God’s promises:  the promises of God are the children’s Bread. (Matt 6:9a - our Father)

7. Our Father corrects and chastens us for our sanctification. All disciplines come from our Father’s hand and work 
together for our growth, maturity and best interest.  Our sufferings are “for our education and instruction in HIS 
family” (John Owen) (Heb 12:4-11)

8. Our Father comforts us with His love and pity, and moves us to rejoice in intimate communion with Him and His 
Son.  He delights in our obedience -- even the smallest and most unseen of obedient, faithful acts.  “GOD, who is 
the infinite glorious being, embraces us with an entire fatherly love” (Jude 1)

9. Our Father offers us spiritual, Christian liberty as his sons and daughters; we are no longer under slavish 
subjection but we are sons of God. (Gal 4.1-5)

10.Our Father preserves us and keeps us from falling. He restores us.  Even when we trip, stumble and fall, but with 
our Father’s kind hand upon us, His everlasting Arm is under us guarding us.  (Jude 24-25)

11.Our Father provides everything that we could ever need as children -- physically and spiritually.  He protects us, 
defends us and assists us.  He will defend us from enemies such as Satan, the world, and our own flesh/
temptations.  (Matt 6.25-33)

12.Our Father gives even His angels, as ministering spirits, to serve us for our good. They guard and watch over us. 
The Bible even teaches that angels are sent by God’s bidding to instantly bring and carry the God’s children’s souls 
home to their eternal rest in Christ’s presence in heaven (Luke 16.22; Ps 91.11; Heb 1.13)

“Fetch your consolations from this relation; be therefore often chewing upon the precious privileges of it, and make them your 
rejoicing. Let this joy out-strip the happiness of every other joy. Let this joy dispel the mists of every sorrow, and clear up your 
souls in the midst of all troubles and difficulties as you await heavenly glory, where you will live out your perfect adoption by 

forever communing with the Triune God. There you will ―dwell at the fountain, and swim for ever in those bankless, and 
bottomless Oceans of Glory” (Samuel Willard).
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