
�1

John 9:1–12
Blind for the Glory of God 

9 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was 
blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, saying, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he 
was born blind?”

3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in 
him. 4 I must work the works of Him who sent Me while 
it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. 
5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.”

6 When He had said these things, He spat on the 
ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed 
the eyes of the blind man with the clay. 7 And He said to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is 
translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came 
back seeing.

8 Therefore the neighbors and those who previously 
had seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he who sat 
and begged?”

9 Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like 
him.”

He said, “I am he.”
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10 Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes 
opened?”

11 He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made 
clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the 
pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I 
received sight.”

12 Then they said to him, “Where is He?”
He said, “I do not know.”

Introduction
David Brainerd,s life was short — 29 years, 5 months, and 
19 days. And only eight of those years as a Christian. Only 
four as a missionary. And yet few lives have sent ripples 
so far and so wide as David Brainerd’s.

John Wesley said, “Let every preacher read carefully over 
the Life of David Brainerd”? 

William Carey regarded Jonathan Edwards’s Life of 
David Brainerd as precious and holy? 

Henry Martyn (missionary to India and Persia) wrote, 
as a student in Cambridge in 1802, “I long to be like 
him!” (Life of David Brainerd, 4)?

Brainerd’s life is a vivid, powerful testimony to the 
truth that God can and does use weak, sick, discouraged, 
beat-down, lonely, struggling saints who cry to him day 
and night to accomplish amazing things for his glory. 
There is great fruit in their afflictions. To illustrate this, we 

https://www.amazon.com/David-Brainerd-Works-Jonathan-Edwards/dp/0300030045?tag=desigod06-20
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will look first at Brainerd’s struggles, then at how he 
responded to them, and finally at how God used him with 
all his weaknesses.
Brainerd’s Struggles
Three hundred years ago today, Brainerd was born on 
April 20, 1718, in Haddam, Connecticut, and was 
converted at age 21. During his third year at Yale, where 
he was preparing for pastoral ministry, someone 
overheard the zealous Brainerd say that one of his tutors 
had “no more grace than a chair.” The Great Awakening 
had already created tension between awakened students 
and the seemingly less spiritual faculty and staff, so 
Brainerd, despite being at the top of his class, was 
summarily expelled.

Though he tried again and again over the next several 
years to make things right, Yale never readmitted him. 
A Broken Body
Brainerd struggled with almost constant sickness.
He had to drop out of college for some weeks because he 
had begun to cough up blood in 1740. 

In May 1744, he journaled, “Rode several hours in the 
rain through the howling wilderness, although I was so 
disordered in body that little or nothing but blood came 
from me” (Life of David Brainerd, 247). 

Now and again he would write something like, “In the 
afternoon my pain increased exceedingly; and was obliged 
to betake myself to bed. . . . Was sometimes almost 

https://www.amazon.com/David-Brainerd-Works-Jonathan-Edwards/dp/0300030045?tag=desigod06-20
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bereaved of the exercise of my reason by the extremity of 
pain” (253).

In May of 1747, at Jonathan Edwards’s house, the 
doctors told him that he had incurable consumption 
(The symptoms of tuberculosis (also known as 
consumption, phthisis, TB, or the White Death) are 
identical to those of the Incurable Cough Of Death) 
,and did not have long to live. 

Edwards comments that in the week before Brainerd 
died, 

“He told me it was impossible for any to conceive of 
the distress he felt in his breast. He manifested much 
concern lest he should dishonor God by impatience under 
his extreme agony; which was such that he said the 
thought of enduring it one minute longer was almost 
insupportable.” 

A Despairing Mind
Brainerd struggled with recurring depression.

 He was tormented again and again with the most 
desperate discouragements. And the marvel is that he 
survived and kept going at all.

He often called his depression a kind of death. There 
are at least 22 places in the diary where he longed for 
death as a freedom from his misery.

 For example, Sunday, February 3, 1745, he wrote,
 “My soul remembered ‘the wormwood and the 

gall’ (I might almost say hell) of Friday last; and I was 
greatly afraid I should be obliged again to drink of that ‘cup 
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of trembling,’ which was inconceivably more bitter than 
death, and made me long for the grave more, unspeakably 
more, than for hid treasures” .

Only in retrospect did he see himself as a “suitable 
object for the compassion of Jesus Christ.” 

But in the hours of darkness, he could sometimes feel 
no sense of hope or love or fear. 

This is the most fearful side of depression, since the 
natural restraints on suicide begin to vanish. 

But unlike William Cowper, Brainerd was spared the 
suicidal drive. His wishes for death were all restrained 
within the bounds of the biblical truth “the Lord gave, and 
the Lord has taken away” (Job 1:21). 

He wishes for death many times, but only that God 
would take him (Life of David Brainerd, 172, 183, 187, 
215, 249, for example).
It is simply amazing how often Brainerd pressed on with 
the practical necessities of his work in the face of these 
waves of discouragement. This has no doubt endeared 
him to many missionaries who know firsthand the kinds of 
pain he endured.
A Lonely Soul
He tells of having to endure the profane talk of two 
strangers one night in April of 1743 and says, “Oh, I 
longed that some dear Christian knew my distress!” (204). 
A month later he says, “Most of the talk I hear is either 
Highland Scotch or Indian. I have no fellow Christian to 
whom I might unbosom myself and lay open my spiritual 
sorrows, and with whom I might take sweet counsel in 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%201.21
https://www.amazon.com/David-Brainerd-Works-Jonathan-Edwards/dp/0300030045?tag=desigod06-20
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conversation about heavenly things, and join in social 
prayer” (207). 

This misery made him sometimes shrink back from 
going off on another venture. 

He wrote on Tuesday, May 8, 1744, “My heart 
sometimes was ready to sink with the thoughts of my 
work, and going alone in the wilderness, I knew not where” 
(248).
Brainerd was alone in his ministry to the end.

 And in the wilderness and in the ministry, he was 
alone and could pour out his soul only to God. And God 
bore him and kept him going.
Brainerd’s Response
We could go on to describe Brainerd’s other struggles — 
his immense external hardships, 
his bleak outlook on nature, 
his trouble to love the Indians,
 his temptations to leave the field — 
but we turn now to how Brainerd responded to these 
struggles.
What we are struck with immediately is that he pressed 
on. One of the main reasons Brainerd’s life has such 
powerful effects on people is that, in spite of all his 
struggles, he never gave up his faith or his ministry. 

He was consumed with a passion to finish his race, and 
honor his Master, and spread the kingdom, and advance 
in personal holiness. It was this unswerving allegiance to 
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the cause of Christ that makes the bleakness of his life 
glow with glory.
Among all the means that Brainerd used for pursuing 
greater and greater holiness and usefulness, prayer and 
fasting stand out above all. 
We read of him spending whole days in prayer. 
Wednesday, June 30, 1742: “Spent almost the whole day 
in prayer incessantly” (172). 

Sometimes he set aside as many as six periods in the 
day to pray: “Blessed be God, I had much freedom five or 
six times in the day, in prayer and praise, and felt a 
weighty concern upon my spirit for the salvation of those 
precious souls and the enlargement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom among them” (280).
And along with prayer, Brainerd pursued holiness and 
usefulness with fasting. 

Wednesday, April 20. Set apart this day for fasting 
and prayer, to bow my soul before God for the 
bestowment of divine grace; especially that all my spiritual 
afflictions and inward distresses might be sanctified to my 
soul. . . . My soul was pained to think of my barrenness 
and deadness; that I have lived so little to the glory of the 
eternal God. I spent the day in the woods alone, and there 
poured out my complaint to God. Oh, that God would 
enable me to live to his glory for the future! (205)
The Fruit of Brainerd’s Affliction
As a result of the immense impact of Brainerd’s devotion 
on his life, Jonathan Edwards wrote, in the next two years, 
The Life of David Brainerd, which has been reprinted more 
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often than any of Edwards’s other books. And through this 
Life, the impact of Brainerd on the church has been 
incalculable. Beyond all the famous missionaries who tell 
us that they have been sustained and inspired by 
Brainerd’s Life, how many countless other unknown 
faithful servants must there be who have found from 
Brainerd’s testimony the encouragement and strength to 
press on!
It is an inspiring thought that one small pebble dropped in 
the sea of history can produce waves of grace that break 
on distant shores hundreds of years later and thousands 
of miles away. Robert Glover ponders this thought with 
wonder when he writes,
It was Brainerd’s holy life that influenced Henry Martyn to 
become a missionary and was a prime factor in William 
Carey’s inspiration. Carey in turn moved Adoniram 
Judson. And so we trace the spiritual lineage from step to 
step — Hus, Wycliffe, Francke, Zinzendorf, the Wesleys 
and Whitefield, Brainerd, Edwards, Carey, Judson, and 
ever onward in the true apostolic succession of spiritual 
grace and power and world-wide ministry. (The Progress 
of World-Wide Missions, 56)
But the most lasting and significant effect of Brainerd’s 
ministry is the same as the most lasting and significant 
effect of every pastor’s ministry. There are a few Indians 
— perhaps several hundred — who, now and for eternity, 
owe their everlasting life to the direct love and ministry of 
David Brainerd.

https://www.amazon.com/Progress-World-Wide-Missions-Robert-Glover/dp/1110381395?tag=desigod06-20
https://www.amazon.com/Progress-World-Wide-Missions-Robert-Glover/dp/1110381395?tag=desigod06-20
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Who can describe the value of one soul transferred from 
the kingdom of darkness, and from weeping and gnashing 
of teeth, to the kingdom of God’s dear Son? If we live 29 
years, or if we live 99 years, would not any hardships be 
worth the saving of one person from the eternal torments 
of hell for the everlasting enjoyment of the glory of God?

Lesson
I. The Sovereign Savior 
II. The Simple Scrutiny 
III. The Significant Statement 
IV. The Spiritual Service 

I. The Sovereign Savior 
9 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who 

was blind from birth.
Καὶ παράγων εἶδεν ἄνθρωπον τυφλὸν ἐκ 

γενετῆς.
παράγων

Original Word: παράγω 
Transliteration: paragó 
Phonetic Spelling: (par-ag'-o) 
Definition: I pass by, depart, pass away. 
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Some connect the phrase as He passed by with the 
previous narrative, and place this healing immediately 
after Jesus left the temple (8:59).

John 8:57–59 (NKJV)

57 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty 
years old, and have You seen Abraham?”

58 Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
before Abraham was, I AM.”

59 Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but 
Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going 
through the midst of them, and so passed by.

 The wording, however, is general enough that the 
precise time and location of the healing cannot be 
determined. 

Since Jesus sent the blind man to wash at the pool 
of Siloam (v. 7), the incident must have taken place in 
Jerusalem. 

9:1b…..He saw a man who was blind from birth.

He saw a man
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The temple was a prime location for beggars (cf. 
Matt. 21:14; Acts 3:1–10), since people coming there to 
worship would be more likely to give them alms.
Matthew 21:14 (NKJV)

14 Then the blind and the lame came to Him in the 
temple, and He healed them.
Acts 3:1–2 (NKJV)

3 Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at 
the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a certain man 
lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid 
daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to 
ask alms from those who entered the temple;

 The temple was also a place where large crowds 
gathered. Possibly, then, the Lord encountered this 
man near the temple grounds.
 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1–11 (p. 390). Chicago: Moody Press. 

He saw a man
It is important to note the word “man” is without the 

definite article “the”.  So it is “a” man among many 
But with that said, this would not be just any man.  

This is a special man, a selected man, a chosen man,  
One man out of hundreds around the temple area. 
One man out of many sick, lame, and blind

This was not a chance encounter.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn9.1&off=66&ctx=d+from+birth.+(9:1)%0a~Some+connect+the+phr
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This was part of the sovereign plan of God. This 
meeting had been planned long ago before the 
foundations of the earth. 

Just like the woman at the well in John 4.
John 4:3–4 (NKJV)
3 He left Judea and departed again to Galilee. 4 But He 
needed to go through Samaria.

needed 
 Transliteration: dei 
Phonetic Spelling: (die) 
Definition: it is necessary, inevitable; less frequently: 
it is a duty, what is proper. 
1163 deí – properly, what must happen, i.e. what is 
absolutely necessary ("it behooves that . . . "). 

A purposeful encounter to save a Samaritan woman 

This is a purposeful encounter to save a blind man. 

Acts 15:18 (NKJV)
18 “Known to God from eternity are all His works.

Isaiah 46:9–11 (NKJV)
9 Remember the former things of old,

For I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is none like Me,

10 Declaring the end from the beginning,
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And from ancient times things that are not yet done,……
v.11 
Indeed I have spoken it;
I will also bring it to pass.
I have purposed it;
I will also do it.

Ephesians 1:11 (NKJV)
11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestined according to the purpose of Him 
who works all things according to the counsel of His 
will,

Arthur Pink wrote
“In John 8 we are shown the utter ruin of the 
natural man-despising God’s goodness, hating 
His Christ. Here in John 9 we behold the Lord 
dealing in grace, acting according to His 
sovereign benignity. This, this is the central 
contrast pointed by these two chapters. In the 
former it is the Light testing human 
responsibility; in the latter, the Light acting in 
sovereign mercy after the failure of human 
responsibility had been demonstrated. In the 
one we see the sin of man exposed, in the 
other we behold the grace of God displayed.”

http://www.godrules.net/library/kjv/kjvjoh8.htm
http://www.godrules.net/library/kjv/kjvjoh9.htm
http://www.godrules.net/store/Light-Bars.htm
http://www.titanicimports.com/store2/101-tough-conversations-have-employees.htm
http://www.godrules.net/store/Light-Bars.htm
http://www.titanicimports.com/store2/101-tough-conversations-have-employees.htm
http://www.godrules.net/library/topics/topic830.htm
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John MacArthur states
“Sovereign grace dominates this miracle.  
Sovereign will dominates this miracle.  The blind 
man can’t see anything.  He doesn’t know anything 
about Jesus coming by.  But Jesus sees him.  The 
blind man is a picture of the sin-blinded man who 
has no capacity to see Jesus, who is profoundly, 
deeply, engulfed in his desperate blindness, and 
has no capability to see the Savior.  The analogy is 
irresistible.”

There is no indication the blind man was doing 
anything to get the Saviors attention.  The Blind man 
was not seeking Christ,  he was not calling for him, he 
was not even praying for him. His day was a normal 
dark day. 

Laid at the temple gates, hoping for some help from 
the those that pass by. 

No expectation other than hope to get enough to live 
another day. 

Arthur Pink wrote 
“The Savior saw a certain man; the man did 
not see Him, for he had no capacity to do so, 
being blind. Nor did the blind man call upon 
Christ to have mercy upon him. The Lord was 
the one to take the initiative.”
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Romans 3:11 (NKJV)
11 There is none who understands;

There is none who seeks after God.

οὐκ ἔστιν ὁ συνίων, οὐκ ἔστιν ὁ ἐκζητῶν τὸν 
Θεόν·

 understands;
ὁ συνίων,
Tense: Present 
Mood: Participle 
Voice: Active 
suniémi: to set together, fig. to understand 
Original Word: συνίηµι 
Transliteration: suniémi 
Phonetic Spelling: (soon-ee'-ay-mee) 
Definition: I consider, understand, perceive. 
4920 syníēmi (from 4862 /sýn, "together with" and hiēmi, "put, 
send") – properly, put together, i.e. join facts (ideas) into a 
comprehensive (inter-locking) whole; synthesize. 
4920 /syníēmi ("put facts together") means to arrive at a summary or final 
understanding (complete with life-applications). Accordingly, 4920 (syníēmi) 
is closely connected with discerning and doing "the preferred-will of 
God" (2307 /thélēma). 

Romans 3:11 (NKJV)
11 There is none who understands;

There is none who seeks after God.

who seeks
ὁ ἐκζητῶν

http://biblehub.com/greek/4862.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/4920.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/4920.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2307.htm
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ekzeteo: I seek out, require 
Original Word: ἐκζητέω 
Transliteration: ekzeteo 
Phonetic Spelling: (ek-zay-teh'-o) 
Definition: I seek out, seek out after, require. 
1567 ekzētéō (from 1537 /ek, "out from and to" and 
2212 /zētéō, "seek") – properly, seek out, emphasizing the 
personal intent of the seeker, i.e. the outcome intensely and personally 
desired by the seeker. This seeking is only as valuable (viable) as the 
motive which drives it. 

Luke 19:10 (NKJV)
10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save 
that which was lost.”

seek
zéteó: to seek 
Original Word: ζητέω 
Part of Speech: Verb 
Transliteration: zéteó 
Phonetic Spelling: (dzay-teh'-o) 
Short Definition: I seek, search for, desire 
Definition: I seek, search for, desire, require, demand. 
HELPS Word-studies 
2212 zētéō – properly, to seek by inquiring; to investigate to reach a 
binding (terminal) resolution; to search, "getting to the bottom of a matter." 

Luke 5:32 (NKJV)

http://biblehub.com/greek/1537.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2212.htm
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32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, 
to repentance.”

9:1b 
He saw a man who was blind from birth.
Blindness was an all too common occurrence in the 

ancient world (cf. Lev. 19:14; 21:18; Deut. 27:18; 28:29; 2 
Sam. 5:6, 8; Job 29:15); 

and the uncared-for blind were reduced to begging 
(cf. Mark 10:46). 
 J MacArthur states 

“The greatest ancient contributor to blindness was 
gonorrhea.  And since there was no treatment for 
that, when a mother had gonorrhea, a baby 
passing through the birth canal could come out 
blind, essentially.  This was epidemic.  Even in the 
modern world, where in third-world countries, there 
is no remedy for that.  Silver nitrate, or whatever is 
used; there’s no remedy for that.  Blindness is 
multiplied. 

There was a time not many years ago, 
according to one source I read, where 90 percent 
of the blind, born blind, were from venereal 
disease.  And again, even today in countries where 
they don’t have the ability to care for that, 
blindness is increased.”
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The text does not say how the disciples knew that 
this man had been blind from birth (v. 2). 

Presumably he was a familiar enough figure that 
his background was common knowledge. Or the blind 
man himself may have told them. In either case, this is 
the only recorded instance in the gospels of Jesus 
healing someone who is said to have had a congenital 
condition.
 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1–11 (p. 390). Chicago: Moody Press. 

I. The Sovereign Savior 

II. The Simple Scrutiny 
2 And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?”

First it needs to be noted that the question, assumes 
that the disciples believe that Jesus is Omniscience. 

i.e. that He is God. 
How could Jesus know otherwise. There is no 

indication that any of them knew the man other than 
casually any observance. Only God know everything 
including all our sin. 

So at this point, it is pretty clear that the disciple 
believe Jesus is God. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn9.1&off=717&ctx=the+temple+grounds.%0a~Blindness+was+an+all
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The blind man’s condition also  created a theological 
dilemma in the minds of the disciples. The question 
they posed, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he would be born blind?” assumed the 
popular Jewish doctrine that anyone’s physical 
suffering is the direct result of personal sin. 

Therefore they saw only two possible explanations 
for his condition: either the sins of this man or those of 
his parents had caused his blindness.

But the man, having been born blind, could not have 
been responsible for his condition unless he had 
somehow sinned before he was born. 

Perhaps the disciples considered that a possibility, 
since the view that children could sin while still in the 
womb was widespread in contemporary Judaism. 

In addition, some Hellenistic Jews, influenced by 
Greek philosophy, argued for the soul’s preexistence. 
Therefore, they believed people could be punished in 
this life for sins they committed in a previous existence. 
(The Bible, of course, rejects such views.) 

1. It is true that suffering in general is ultimately a 
result of sin in general. 
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Sickness is a universal effect of the fall, as a result of 
which sin, death, and decay exist in this imperfect 
world. 
Genesis 2:16–17 (NKJV)
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of 
every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
Genesis 3:16–19 (NKJV)

16 To the woman He said:
“I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your 

conception;
In pain you shall bring forth children;
Your desire shall be for your husband,
And he shall rule over you.”
17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded 

the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of 
which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of 
it’:

“Cursed is the ground for your sake;
In toil you shall eat of it
All the days of your life.

18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you,
And you shall eat the herb of the field.

19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread
Till you return to the ground,
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For out of it you were taken;
For dust you are,
And to dust you shall return.”

Romans 5:12 (NKJV)
12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the 

world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to 
all men, because all sinned—
Romans 6:23 (NKJV)
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:18–22 (NKJV)
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time 

are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the 
creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the 
creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors 
with birth pangs together until now.

No matter how careful or health conscious people try 
to be, sickness is ultimately inevitable.
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Throughout history massive outbreaks of disease 
have destroyed the lives of millions. 

In the 14th century, the infamous Black Death 
(bubonic plague) killed an estimated one-third to one-
half of Europe’s population. 

In the 19th century, twice as many Civil War 
soldiers died of disease as were killed in combat. 

And in the 20th century, the influenza epidemic of 
1918–19 claimed 30 to 50 million lives—dwarfing the 
number of those who died in the First World War. 

Even today, with many diseases no longer a threat, 
the AIDS virus continues to kill thousands, as do 
injuries, cancer, and heart problems. 

The future gets worse
Matthew 24:7–8 (NKJV)
7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and 
earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the 
beginning of sorrows.
Luke 21:11 (NKJV)
11 And there will be great earthquakes in various places, 
and famines and pestilences; and there will be fearful 
sights and great signs from heaven.

Revelation 6:7–8 (NKJV)
7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of 

the fourth living creature saying, “Come and see.” 8 So I 



�23

looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him 
who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. 
And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to 
kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts 
of the earth.

Those who dedicate their lives to researching and 
treating diseases are held in the highest regard among 
their peers. And rightly so, since they provide society’s 
frontline defense against ubiquitous physical illness.

Despite all of the sophisticated technologies that they 
utilize, modern medical professionals are limited in the 
amount of healing they can ultimately offer. The 
scientific advances of recent times are certainly 
impressive, but they can only do so much in delaying 
death.
 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1–11 (p. 388). Chicago: Moody Press. 

1. It is true that suffering in general is ultimately a 
result of sin in general. 

2.And it is also true that a specific illness can 
sometimes be the direct consequence of a specific 
sin. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn9.1-12&off=2244
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Miriam, for example, was stricken with leprosy 
for rebelling against Moses’ authority (Num. 12:10). 

Jesus had earlier warned the man He healed 
at the pool of Bethesda, “Behold, you have 
become well; do not sin anymore, so that nothing 
worse happens to you” (John 5:14). 

The apostle Paul likewise told the Corinthians, 
who were partaking of the Lord’s supper in an 
unworthy manner, “Many among you are weak and 
sick, and a number sleep” (1 Cor. 11:30).

Tragically, there are also times when children are 
forced to suffer the natural consequences of their 
parents’ sinful choices. 

For example, the eyes of babies born to women 
who have gonorrhea can become infected when they 
pass through the birth canal. If the babies’ eyes are not 
treated medically after birth, blindness can result. 

A baby’s health can also be negatively affected by 
the mothers’ smoking, excessive drinking, or substance 
abuse during pregnancy.

The disciples may also have been thinking of certain 
Old Testament passages in which God seems to 
promise punishment on children for the sins of their 
parents. 

In Exodus 20:5 God said to Israel,
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 “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third 
and the fourth generations of those who hate Me.” 

Exodus 34:7 repeats the warning that God
 “will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, 

visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the 
grandchildren to the third and fourth generations” (cf. 
Num. 14:18; Deut. 5:9).

Such passages, however, must be understood in a 
national or societal sense. The point is that the 
corrupting effect of a wicked generation seeps into 
subsequent generations. 

This is axiomatic, an obvious reality. The idea that 
a child will be punished for the sins of his own parents 
is a concept foreign to Scripture. 

Deuteronomy 24:16 commands, 
“Fathers shall not be put to death for their sons, nor 

shall sons be put to death for their fathers; everyone 
shall be put to death for his own sin” (cf. 2 Chron. 25:4). 

Through Jeremiah God declared,(Jer. 31:29–30)
“In those days they will not say again, ‘The fathers 

have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are 
set on edge.’ But everyone will die for his own iniquity; 
each man who eats the sour grapes, his teeth will be 
set on edge” (Jer. 31:29–30).

 Ezekiel 18:20 adds,
 “The person who sins will die. The son will not bear 

the punishment for the father’s iniquity, nor will the 
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father bear the punishment for the son’s iniquity; the 
righteousness of the righteous will be upon himself, and 
the wickedness of the wicked will be upon himself.”

Subsequent generations (“to the third and fourth” [Ex. 
34:7]) of children, however, have suffered the 
consequences of a previous generation’s disobedience. 

The Hebrew children of the Exodus, for example, 
suffered through forty years of wilderness wandering 
because of the sins of their parents’ generation. 

Centuries later, when the northern and southern 
kingdoms were carried off into captivity, generations of 
children suffered for the sins of their elders.
 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1–11 (p. 392). Chicago: Moody Press. 

I. The Sovereign Savior 
II. The Simple Scrutiny 

III.The Significant Statement 
3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his 

parents sinned, but that the works of God should be 
revealed in him.

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn9.2-5&off=2737&ctx=e+during+pregnancy.%0a~The+disciples+may+al
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There is not always a direct link between 
suffering and personal sin. 
Suffering and Sickness and Death ultimately 
have  a purpose to Glorify God.  

1.Some will suffer in sickness and death 
and glorify his wrath and justice of God due 
to there unrepentant heart. 
Luke 13:1–5 (NKJV)
13 There were present at that season some who told 
Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus answered and 
said to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans 
were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because 
they suffered such things? 3 I tell you, no; but unless 
you repent you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those 
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed 
them, do you think that they were worse sinners than 
all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no; 
but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”

2.Others will suffer to show forth the 
Glory of God healing
John 11:1–4 (NKJV)
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11 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, 
the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 
3 Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, 
behold, he whom You love is sick.”

4 When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is 
not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of 
God may be glorified through it.”

John 11:6 (NKJV)
6 So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two 
more days in the place where He was.

John 11:21 (NKJV)
21 Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been 
here, my brother would not have died.

John 11:39–40 (NKJV)
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”

Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, 
“Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead 
four days.”

40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you 
would believe you would see the glory of God?”

Matthew 15:29–32 (NKJV)
29 Jesus departed from there, skirted the Sea of 

Galilee, and went up on the mountain and sat down 
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there. 30 Then great multitudes came to Him, having 
with them the lame, blind, mute, maimed, and many 
others; and they laid them down at Jesus’ feet, and He 
healed them. 31 So the multitude marveled when they 
saw the mute speaking, the maimed made whole, the 
lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified 
the God of Israel.

What is amazing is God Created or ordained all 
these people in this condition for His Glory 

Exodus 4:10–11 (NKJV)
10 Then Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I am not 

eloquent, neither before nor since You have spoken to 
Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of 
tongue.”

11 So the Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s 
mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, 
or the blind? Have not I, the Lord?

3.Others will suffer to show the the 
Glory of God in Patient endurance of an 
affliction. 
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When Job’s would-be counselors rested their 
case for his suffering on this wrong assumption, 
they caused him needless misery (cf. Job 13:1–
13; 16:1–4) and ultimately received a rebuke 
from God (42:7).
 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). John 1–11 (p. 392). Chicago: Moody Press. 

Job 1:8–12 (NKJV)
8 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered 

My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, 
a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and 
shuns evil?”

9 So Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job 
fear God for nothing? 10 Have You not made a hedge 
around him, around his household, and around all that 
he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his 
hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 
11 But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he 
has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!”

12 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has 
is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.”

So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.
Job 1:13–22 (NKJV)

Job Loses His Property and Children

13 Now there was a day when his sons and daughters 
were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s 

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjn1?ref=Bible.Jn9.2-5&off=5044&ctx=isciples%E2%80%99+thinking.+~There+is+not+always+
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house; 14 and a messenger came to Job and said, “The 
oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside 
them, 15 when the Sabeans raided them and took them 
away—indeed they have killed the servants with the 
edge of the sword; and I alone have escaped to tell 
you!”

16 While he was still speaking, another also came and 
said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up 
the sheep and the servants, and consumed them; and I 
alone have escaped to tell you!”

17 While he was still speaking, another also came and 
said, “The Chaldeans formed three bands, raided the 
camels and took them away, yes, and killed the 
servants with the edge of the sword; and I alone have 
escaped to tell you!”

18 While he was still speaking, another also came and 
said, “Your sons and daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 19 and 
suddenly a great wind came from across the wilderness 
and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on 
the young people, and they are dead; and I alone have 
escaped to tell you!”

20 Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his 
head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped. 21 And 
he said:

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb,
And naked shall I return there.
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The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;
Blessed be the name of the Lord.”
22 In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with 

wrong.

Job 2:3–6 (NKJV)
3 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered 

My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, 
a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and 
shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, 
although you incited Me against him, to destroy him 
without cause.”

4 So Satan answered the Lord and said, “Skin for 
skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life. 
5 But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone 
and his flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your 
face!”

6 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your 
hand, but spare his life.”
Job 2:7–10 (NKJV)

7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, 
and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his 
foot to the crown of his head. 8 And he took for himself 
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a potsherd with which to scrape himself while he sat in 
the midst of the ashes.

9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast to 
your integrity? Curse God and die!”

10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish 
women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from 
God, and shall we not accept adversity?” In all this 
Job did not sin with his lips.

2 Corinthians 12:7–10 (NKJV)

The Thorn in the Flesh

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the 
abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was 
given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
be exalted above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I 
pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart 
from me. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, 
in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s 
sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
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IV. The Spiritual Service

4 I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is 
day; the night is coming when no one can work. 5 As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.


