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2 Peter 1 (8) – Are You Experiencing God? 

 

Are you experiencing God? Perhaps you would say that you sensed the presence of God during 

the singing, or the praying, or the preaching. Maybe you were watching or listening to something 

recently and you really felt closer to God. That is great, but let me ask you, when it comes to 

your daily life, are you experiencing God in the way that you live? In other words, when it comes 

to your knowledge of Jesus Christ and your study of the Bible, what kind of effect is it having on 

you? What kind of character is being produced in you? Are you being transformed to be more 

like Jesus in your daily experience? Or do the issues of life always seem to stop you in your 

tracks? Do you feel like you’re missing something? And what would that be? Well, what Peter 

has written is very helpful, and I want to encourage, equip, and exhort you with that.  

 

Unfortunately, the words ineffective and unfruitful characterize the lives of some Christians. 

What they know about Jesus is only in their head, it isn’t experiential. And a growing, deepening 

relationship to the Lord doesn’t seem to characterize them. But in vs.8, Peter says you should 

always be growing in these qualities. He is talking about the character traits that look like the 

Lord Jesus, which you see in vs.5-7. And he tells you why they are so important in vs.8-11.  

 

God wants his children to know that they are saved (vs.10). He wants them to be living in hope, 

and enjoying the assurance of their salvation. He doesn’t want them to be living in fear, plagued 

with doubt, and wondering if they are saved or deceived. But this isn’t about mere confidence. 

There are people who are very confident but who actually are deceived. They aren’t saved; they 

have a false sense of assurance. And God wants those with a false assurance to be warned.  

 

Biblically speaking, the assurance of your salvation is not about measuring whether or not you 

believe by your own feelings of belief. It is not about your personal sincerity. Experiencing the 

joy of assurance is tied to experiencing the fruit of conversion. Works are not the ground of 

assurance but they are an evidence of assurance. The character qualities of 2 Peter 1:5-7 are the 

experiential outworking of a saving faith.  

 

Vs.8-11 is meant for both the saved and the lost. It is meant to stir up the faith of believers to live 

as they ought, and by so doing bring an assurance of their salvation. And it is meant to awaken 

some who are deceived out of their deception, to see their true condition before God, that they 

are not saved, but lost. Some saved people will heed this call, and start living like a saved person. 

And some who are lost will heed this warning, and turn to Christ in repentance and faith.   

 

Can a Christian lose their salvation? Well, yes and no. It depends on what you mean. You see, 

the question needs to be more precise, because salvation is not something you possess as much 

as it is something that possesses you. Vs.1-4 describes what God has done for the believer. And 

vs.5-7 describes what the believer does in response to what God has done. The results of living 

this way are described in vs.8, 10, and 11. The results of failing to live this way are described in 

vs.9. And those who match vs.9 either won’t have an assurance, or they shouldn’t have an 

assurance, because some might not actually be born again in the first place. A saving faith leads 

to a living faith. This is the fruit of conversion, of regeneration, being born again.   
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At its root, the question of salvation is about whether or not you are actually born again. And so 

the more precise way to ask the question is this; can someone who is born again stop being born 

again? The answer to that question is no. Now there are people who think they are born again, 

and in some ways act as if they are born again, but who are not actually born again, and they fall 

away, they seem to “lose” their salvation. So in that sense, yes, you will see people who claim to 

be Christians, and think that they are Christians, who “stop” being Christians. They fall away 

from the faith, they apostatize, and they “lose” their salvation. But someone who has been born 

again cannot stop being born again, and in that sense, the true Christian will never stop being a 

Christian, they cannot lose their salvation.  

 

You need to see the full picture of this truth. The warning passages about falling away are real, 

and this is why the evidences of true conversion are presented, because these are what people 

who claim the name of Christ should be both convicted and comforted by. Do you match the 

marks of true faith? Do you persevere in them despite the troubles of life? Are you born again?   

 

For if these qualities are yours – If you are truly a Christian, these qualities are yours in seed 

form (cf. vs.3-4). What Peter is saying is that you must make every effort so that the seed will 

bear fruit (vs.5-7). You must continue to pursue these qualities, to furnish your faith with them. 

This is about continuing to stretch your faith that you might radiate and reflect the character of 

Christ. You must continue to hold your hand to the plow (cf. Luke 9:62).    

 

and are increasing – this is talking about consistent growth. Multiplied grace and peace comes 

through multiplied knowledge (vs.2), in other words, multiplied experience (vs.5-7). The 

knowledge of God is not simply attained by studying theology. That is certainly important, but 

the knowledge of God comes from putting into practice the things that you learn. As you 

increasingly live out vs.5-7, you increasingly know him, and so you are increasingly effective, 

fruitful, and hopeful, and so grace and peace are multiplied to you.  

 

If you want to grow as a Christian, if you want to know the Lord Jesus in a fuller and deeper 

way, and not be so rocked back and forth with all of life’s ongoing issues, then you must advance 

in these virtues. There will always be issues in your life, but the real issue is how Jesus is 

working in your life. Maturing in Christ isn’t about all of the issues of life going away. Maturing 

in Christ is about being able to deal with those issues in the way that Jesus wants you to. 

Maturity means that when the chips are down, you are still manifesting virtue, knowledge, self-

control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection, and love. These are the qualities that Jesus 

wants you to meet the issues of life with. But the issues of life will wilt your faith instead of 

weaponize your faith if you aren’t advancing in these qualities.  

 

When the heat is on, people are tempted to draw back, instead of drawing near and letting the fire 

purify them. But make no mistake about it, there is no standing still; you will either be moving 

forward, or sliding back. Like vs.5 says, you must make every effort to keep a vital freshness in 

your relationship with God and a growing experience in his truth. Now is not the time to draw 

back, now is the time to draw near! 

 

And the answer when you are lacking in assurance is not to simply “try harder”. It is to look to 

Christ in faith. It is to renew your mind in the truths of vs.1-4, and then walk out vs.5-7 by faith. 
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You walk by what you know is true, what God says about you, and not by sight, what you see 

that seems to be true in the moment. Faith gives rise to obedience rather than obedience giving 

rise to faith. This is not about being self-absorbed; it is about becoming Christ-absorbed. This is 

about stretching your faith, not shrinking your faith.  

 

In the first place, you look to Christ, not yourself. What I mean is that you don’t simply look at 

vs.5-7 and see how you are not these things. You look at vs.5-7 and see how Jesus IS these 

things. And you look at vs.1-4 and see that Jesus is making you into these things. It is a lifelong 

process, like Peter says in vs.8, it increases, and grows. As you believe that and walk it out, these 

qualities become fuller and deeper in you.  

 

In order to grow, you need realize how the growth process works. First, you see the standard of 

vs.5-7. Then you confess that you don’t meet the standard. But you also confess that Jesus meets 

the standard perfectly, and he meets it for you on your behalf. Now you thank Jesus for that and 

you can strive after the standard as an act of worship. You won’t do it perfectly, but you do it 

purposefully, and you continue in faith, knowing that he has met the standard for you. And so 

you follow him, and by the power of the Holy Spirit working in your life, you grow in grace. 

And this cycle repeats itself over and over in your life, in as many areas of your life as you will 

apply it to. You see how beautiful Jesus is, and you see how he has given you the divine power, 

the divine nature, and the divine promises to make you more like him. You need to apply this 

passage to your life, using it as a diagnostic, and also as a discipleship plan.  

 

But if this is so important, then why do some true Christians not apply it? Perhaps some are 

ignorant of the importance of this passage. They haven’t been taught this or it hasn’t been 

emphasized strongly enough. Some might not think they can do this. But they can, because the 

divine power, nature, and promises are theirs, and the qualities are theirs in seed form, if they 

truly belong to Jesus. Some just aren’t willing to make the effort. But if you don’t make the 

effort, you will suffer the consequences (look at vs.8-9). Some probably think that they are 

already being effective and fruitful. But they aren’t actually using this list; rather they are using 

their own feelings about it, their own faulty, intuitive, sub-biblical or even anti-biblical measures. 

Some don’t think they are drifting. But if you aren’t increasing in these very qualities, you are 

drifting. Again, they are failing to use this list of qualities as the measure. For many, the issue is 

that there is nothing going wrong at the moment. But there will always be some sort of trouble 

that comes to test you, whether it is relational, financial, physical, social, etc., and you can’t 

simply call upon these qualities when you seem to really need them. You always need them, and 

you must always be making every effort to increase in them, or you will be lacking. And 

increasing isn’t about something you store up, as if there is a full measure to achieve. Rather, this 

increasing is about keeping an ongoing, active, deepening relationship. 

 

When people do not apply this passage to their lives, they are not ready to respond as Christ 

would have them respond to life in general let alone when trouble comes. They have become 

nearsighted. Other things get bigger than Jesus in their lives. They let situations and issues keep 

them from worshipping with God’s people at church. They stop participating in ministry, and 

they are looking for some sort of new answer, but they are missing the point of this passage. 
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Growth takes time, and as G.K. Chesterton once said, you don’t grow a beard in a moment of 

passion. Jesus said that it happens like this, the blade, the ear, and then the full corn in the ear. 

The harvest only comes after tilling the soil, planting the seed, watering the ground, and waiting 

on the sun. Maturity is a process, and it requires a steadfast faith. Maturity is not a way out of the 

pressure chamber; maturity is made, molded, and manifested in the pressure chamber.  

 

You see, church is not just about celebrating God, it is about crying out to God! But for the 

nearsighted person, who only sees what is right in front of them, they might love Jesus, but he is 

far away, and not in view, and so they fall for the temptations to disbelieve, distrust, and disobey 

God. And they will fall for what the false teachers are selling. But if you are experiencing vs.5-7, 

you will be effective, and fruitful, and living in hope, with an assurance of your salvation. And 

so when life is tough, and the false teachers come along, they have nothing to offer you. You 

aren’t missing anything. You don’t need something extra, and you don’t need some new 

excitement. You are already experiencing God. And you know it.  

 

To those who say you have to have signs and wonders or your gospel has no power, look right at 

2 Peter 1:1-11. In vs.1-4 Peter is talking about what the gospel has done for the believer. And he 

says that the divine power, the divine nature, and the divine promises of God are so that you can 

know Jesus. And in vs.5-7, he teaches that experientially knowing Jesus means living out his 

character. The knowledge and power of God is not primarily to do miracles, or to perform signs 

and wonders, but to live a transformed life, one that looks like vs.5-7. That is what walking in the 

Spirit is, that is what the true knowledge of God looks like, that is what multiplies grace and 

peace in your life, and that is what brings effectiveness, fruitfulness, and hope (vs.8-11). That is 

true gospel power.  

 

So in light of that, let me ask you; are you experiencing God?   

 


