
Death: The Final Sacrifice 
“Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice with you all” (Philippians 2:17). 

One of the greatest and most intriguing qualities of a noble servant of God is their willingness to make 
great sacrifices. 

“Many a professing Christian life has a veneer of godliness nailed thinly over a solid bulk of selfishness” 
(Maclaren). 

Fear is powerful in its ability to drive human behavior and can motivate Christians to self-preservation 
rather than self-sacrifice. 

Death is the final and most pleasing spiritual sacrifice acceptable to God. 

“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints” (Psalm 116:15). 

Even death cannot prevail against the ultimate desire to exalt Christ. 

The death of our earthly bodies is not the sacrifice itself.  

O Thou Who Camest From Above by Charles Wesley 

Ready for all Thy perfect will, 
My acts of faith and love repeat; 
Death the endless mercies seal, 

And make the sacrifice complete. 

But how is making death our final spiritual sacrifice to God done?  

By accepting the will of God with unwavering faith in the advent of our death. 

“For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only 
to me but also to all who have loved his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8). 

A spiritual sacrifice that is acceptable to God advances the cause of the gospel in life and in death. 

“I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel” 
(Philippians 1:12).  

“Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 
will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, 
but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet 
which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced of 



this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith” (Philippians 
1:19-26). 

Notice the two-fold spiritual sacrifice: life and death.  

“deliverance” Gk soteria; ‘rescue’ or ‘safety’ 
 
Two powerful factors would accomplish Paul’s deliverance – one human; the other divine: 
 

1) Their prayers 
2) God’s provision. 

 
“And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). 
 
“If I had not felt certain that every trial was ordered by infinite love and mercy, I could not have survived 
my accumulated sufferings.” (Judson). 
 

as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as 
always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. (v20) 

This is the key verse. 
  

The singular, most important objective in the Christian’s life is to live as an advocate for the gospel in 
all circumstances. 

 
“For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we 
die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end 
Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living” (Romans 14:7-9). 
 
“to die is gain”  

 
Paul’s personal preference was to go be with the Lord in heaven. “Yes, we are of good courage, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8). 
 
“Gain,” because Christ will be fully enjoyed as He will be brought into clearer, brighter, sharper focus. 
 
“For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even 
as I have been fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12). 

 
What will death be like for the believer? 
 
 (1) he will be freed from sin.  
 (2) he will be freed from doubt.  
 (3) he will be freed from temptation.  
 (4) he will be delivered from all his enemies-- from the slanderer.  
 (5) He will be delivered from pain and suffering.  
 (6) he will be delivered from death. “ 



   
If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard 
pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in 
the flesh is more necessary on your account. (vv22-24) 
 
“to depart” Gk analuo; ‘to unloose, as in a boat being untied from its moorings.’ 
 
We are taken to heaven by storm.  
 
Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 
(v25) 
 
[I know that I will remain/abide] denoting good courage, and an earnest hope  
 
“For your progress/furtherance and joy of faith” Gk prokope.  
 
so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. (v26) 
 

Death is the crown of life: 
Were death denied, poor man would live in vain: 

Were death denied, to live would not be life 
Were death denied, even fools would wish to die. 
Death wounds to cure; we fall; we rise; we reign! 

Spring from our fetters; fasten in the skies; 
Where blooming Eden withers in our sight. 
Death gives us more than was in Eden lost, 

The king of terrors is the prince of peace.  
 

Night Thoughts, iii. (cited in Barnes) 
 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now 
on." "Blessed indeed," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!" 
(Revelation 14:13) 


