
REVELATION – SERMON 2 
 

HERALDING THE PRINCE 
 

Revelation 1:4-8 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
• In recent days, the world heard the joyous news that a 

prince was born. 
 
• The Prince we speak of today is one that has no equal.  
 
• His might, His dominion, His glory surpasses any other 

king that has ever been or will ever be.  
 
• Every other king must bow before Him and acknowledge 

Him as Lord.  
 
• He is not merely a prince among the kings of the earth, but 

He is “the prince of the kings of the earth” (v.5). 
 
• His Name is the Name that is above every other name: The 

Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
• If we were to designate one primary theme of this book to 

which all others point to, it is the glory and dominion of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
• It is not so much a book of events and happenings, but a 

book of a Person. 
 
• Too many people skim through these verses, or skip them 

altogether, but in doing so they miss the big picture. 
 



• In these verses, John shows us that Revelation is, first and 
foremost, a letter, and as such, he begins with a salutation 
to the recipients, before breaking into praise for its Author. 

 
I. THE EPISTOLARY SALUTATION TO THE SEVEN  
   CHURCHES (4-5a) 
 

A. To seven churches in Asia 
 

1. The names of the locations of these churches is 
given in v.11 

 
2. “Asia” here refers Asia Minor which encompassed 

the provinces of Phrygia, Mysia, Caria, and Lydia 
 

3. Note that Paul, by inspiration, wrote letters to seven 
different churches (Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, 
Philippi, Colosse and Thessalonica) 

 
4. This is the first of fifty-four occurrences of the 

number seven in Revelation, which is more than in 
all the rest of the NT combined 

 
5. Seven is the number of divine perfection, fullness 

and completion 
 

6. Revelation is written to seven literal churches in 
John’s day, yet the messages to them apply to all 
churches in all times and places who share their 
various merits and problems. 

 
B. Grace and peace 

 
1. This is a common salutation in the apostolic letters 

(cf. Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:3; 2 Corinthians 
1:2; Colossians 1:2; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Peter 1:2) 



 
2. The exiled apostle, writing to persecuted believers of 

coming judgments and tribulation, invokes God’s all-
sufficient grace and peace that passes all 
understanding to encourage them 

 
C. From God the Father 

 
1. Him which is, and which was, and which is to come 

 
2. This is a periphrasis for the name Jehovah, the self-

existing, unchangeable One (Exodus 3:14) 
 

3. God exists outside of the dimension of time; every 
created being is constrained within these dimensions 
of time and space, but the uncreated, eternal God 
inhabits eternity. 

 
D. From God the Spirit (cf. 3:1; 4:5; 5:6) 

 
1. The “seven spirits” are not angels 

 
a. The New Testament does in places describe 

angels as “spirits”, but in Revelation, they are 
never designated by the term spirit, but always 
“angel” 

 
b. Angels are not to be invoked for grace and 

peace, nor do they communicate it 
 

c. It would be incongruous for angels to be placed 
between God the Father and God the Son, on the 
same level as them, in a book that expressly 
forbids angel worship (19:10; 22:9) 

 



2. There is only one Holy Spirit, yet the seven points to 
the fullness of His glory and power, as well as His 
offices, gifts and graces (cf. Isaiah 11:2) 

 
E. From Jesus Christ 

 
1. His offices as Prophet, Priest and King are seen in 

this threefold description 
 

2. He is the faithful witness 
 

a. He came into the world to “bear witness unto the 
truth” (John 18:37) 

 
b. This world is full of false witnesses 

 
c. But Jesus is the Faithful Witness; we can trust 

every word He says 
 

3. He is the first begotten from the dead 
 

a. Christ was not the first to rise from the dead, yet 
He was the first to rise again, never to die again 
(Acts 26:23) 

 
b. He was the first to rise from the dead by His own 

power (John 2:19; 10:17-18) 
 

c. He is the “firstfruits of them that slept”, His 
resurrection being the pledge and assurance for 
the resurrection of all those who are His (1 
Corinthians 15:20-23) 

 
d. “Firstborn” is a title of pre-eminence and authority 

(Colossians 1:18) 
 



4. He is the prince of the kings of the earth 
 

a. Prince means ruler 
 

b. The devil offered Jesus this position if He would 
worship him (Matthew 4:8-9) 

 
c. But Jesus won this authority by His righteous life 

and atoning death (Philippians 2:9-11)  
 

d. All kings and rulers of this world are even 
presently under His governance; deriving their 
authority from Him, and having their power and 
wrath restrained by Him (Proverbs 21:1) 

 
e. At His coming, “The kingdoms of this 

world…become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever” 
(Revelation 11:15) 

 
f. We must always remember that Jesus is not only 

our Saviour, He is also our Sovereign (Acts 5:31) 
 
 
II. THE EXULTANT DEDICATION TO THE SOVEREIGN  
    CHRIST (5b-6) 
 

A. He loved us 
 

1. There is no greater love than the love of God that 
sent Christ to die for sinful man (John 15:13; 
Romans 5:6-8) 

 
2. “The Son of God loved me and gave himself for me” 

(Galatians 2:20) 
 



B. He washed us from our sins in His own blood 
 

1. For sins to be cleansed, there must be shedding of 
blood (Leviticus 17:11; Hebrews 9:22) 

 
2. The sacrificial system of the Old Covenant 

emphatically showed man that only the blood of an 
innocent can atone for the sins of the guilty. 

 
3. Christ fulfilled all these types and shadows when He 

offered Himself as the final and complete sacrifice 
for the sins of the world (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 1:18-19; 
1 John 1:7) 

 
C. He hath made us kings and priests unto God 

 
1. Believers will reign with Christ in His future kingdom 

on earth (2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 5:10;20:6) 
 

2. The believer is a priest with direct access to the 
throne of God (Hebrews 4:16; 10:19; 1 Peter 2:5,9) 
 
D. Eternal glory and dominion is to be rendered to 
Him (cf. Jude 25) 

 
III. THE EXPECTANT PROCLAMATION OF THE SECOND  
     COMING (7-8) 
 

A. Behold, He cometh 
 

1. Behold is an imperative meaning “look!” and “lo!”, 
used thirty times in Revelation 

 
2. All the godly through all ages, and even the very 

creation itself, yearns and “groans” for this event 
(Romans 8:22-23) 



 
3. Clouds are frequently found in reference to Christ’s 

coming (Daniel 7:13; Matthew 24:30; 26:64; Mark 
13:26), and are connected with the glory of the 
Divine presence (Exodus 19:9; 40:34-35; 1 Kings 
8:10; 2 Chronicles 5:14; Luke 9:34-35) 

 
B. Every eye shall see Him 

 
1. This refers not to the rapture, but to His glorious 

return at the end of the Great Tribulation 
 

2. His return will be visible to all people and 
unmistakeable (Acts 1:9-11) 

 
3. The Jews who rejected their Messiah and “pierced” 

Him will see Him and mourn for Him (Zechariah 
12:10) 

 
4. Even those in hell will be permitted to see the 

coming of the King they so spitefully rejected (Mark 
14:62) 

 
5. The wicked shall wail at His coming (Matthew 24:30; 

Revelation 6:15-17) 
 

C. Even so, Amen 
 

1. A double affirmation for emphasis 
 

2. It is not a mere expression of a wish that it may be 
so, but a strong affirmation that it will be so. 

 
D. Christ’s words of confirmation 

 



1. Here Christ speaks affirming what John has declared 
and identifying Himself 

 
2. He is Alpha and Omega, beginning and ending – all 

things in time and space are within His bounds and 
under His control (cf. v.11) 

 
3. These descriptions can only apply to deity, showing 

the Christ is very God Almighty 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. The Lord’s return will be inexpressible joy for some, but 

sheer terror for others 
 
2. Will you be rejoicing at His coming or wailing? 
 
3. Have your sins been washed in the blood of Jesus Christ? 
 
4. Christ has made believers “kings” and “priests”; our lives 

ought to reflect that reality 
 
5. John understood his duty to proclaim to all people that 

Jesus will soon come to judge the world 
 
6. When did you last tell someone, “Behold, He cometh!” 


