
THE PRIORITY OF A DISCIPLE 
 

Luke 9:59-60 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
• Most people would think it absurd to love anything in this world more 

than life itself, yet that is in fact the state of the majority of the world’s 
people. 

 
• Jesus Christ offers every person eternal life if they will but come to 

Him, yet their love for other things is so great that they refuse to 
come, and in so doing, choose death over life. 

 
• The Lord Jesus, during His earthly ministry had thousands of 

followers, yet most of these were mere “casual disciples”, who in time 
would forsake Him. 

 
• He showed them that a true disciple is one who puts love and duty to 

Christ above every other love or duty. 
 
• This is the type of message that is sorely needed in churches today, 

where many who profess to follow Christ, but in reality have no 
regard to obeying His words. 

 
• Churches have built large followings by appealing to man’s appetites 
 
• When Jesus had crowds following Him, it seems that He did all He 

could to get rid of them. 
 
• He told them that those who followed Him must deny themselves and 

take up their cross; that they must suffer and be persecuted for His 
sake. 

 
• Like the Laodiceans, many today think they are fine specimens of 

Christianity, yet Christ has no place in their lives. 
 
I. THE CALL OF A DISCIPLE 
 

A. In Matthew’s account, this man is called “another of his disciples” 
(Matthew 8:21) 

 



1. This word literally means a “pupil” and “learner” 
 

2. It designates those who received Jesus as their teacher 
 

3. Yet not all apparent disciples were true Christians (John 6:66) 
 

B. Humans are by nature followers 
 

1. We are likened to sheep 
 

2. All people are following something 
 

a. Their own hearts (Proverbs 28:26) 
 

b. Their own way (Isaiah 53:6) 
 

c. The course of this world (Ephesians 2:2) 
 

d. The desires of the flesh and of the mind (Ephesians 2:3) 
 

e. The pernicious ways of false teachers (2 Peter 2:1-2) 
 

C. Christ’s call is to follow Him 
 

1. It means to receive Him as Saviour and Lord 
 

2. It means to forsake all else to follow Him (Luke 14:33; cf. 
Matthew 4:18-20) 

 
3. It means to be willing to suffer all things for His sake (Luke 

14:26; Philippians 3:8) 
 
II. THE CLAIM OF POSTPONEMENT 
 

A. This seemingly noble excuse showed where his priorities lay 
 

1. Note that if his father was already dead, this man would have 
been away performing the burial which was done immediately 

 
2. It is more likely that his father was still alive and the son 

desired to remain with his father until his death, and only then 
would he follow Christ 

 



3. This was less about wishing bury his father, and more about 
him not wishing to follow Jesus. 

 
4. “The want of leisure is the want of inclination” 

 
5. “I have no time” usually means “I have no will” 

 
B. There is great danger in procrastination 

 
1. The time to hear and obey the Lord is “to day” (Hebrews 3:7-

8) 
 

2. Many like Felix think to wait for a “convenient season” which 
never comes (Acts 24:25) 

 
3. There will always be some obstacle to following Christ 

 
C. Anything that comes before our love and duty to Christ is an idol 

(Exodus 20:3) 
 

1. This includes family (Matthew 10:35-37) 
 

2. Note the contradiction between “Lord” and “me first” (Luke 
6:46; Matthew 6:24) 

 
III. THE CHRISTIAN’S PRIORITY 
 

A. Christ’s paradoxical reply 
 

1. This means “Let the dead spiritually bury the dead corporally” 
 

2. The lost are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) 
 

3. They are dead – cut off and insensible to the things of the 
kingdom of light 

 
B. The world can deal with the affairs of this present life 

 
1. There are many right and worthy causes that ought to be 

pursued 
 

2. But the greatest cause is the kingdom of God and this is the 
Christians first priority 

 



3. Christ is saying that there are things that the lost world can do 
that we don’t need to be encumbered with 

 
C. “Go and preach” 

 
1. The “dead” of this world can do many things, but not this 

 
2. This is the same as the Great Commission that Christ gave to 

the church (Mark 16:15) 
 

3. There is no greater act of love we can perform to our fellow 
man than to preach to them the good news of forgiveness of 
sins and everlasting life through Christ (Acts 26:18) 

 
4. There is a shortage of labourers in this great work (Matthew 

9:37-38) 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. God rebuked the Jews for looking after themselves while neglecting 

His house (Haggai 1:3-11) 
 
2. Many Christians and churches have lost sight of what their first 

priority ought to be 
 
3. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 

these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33) 
 
4. What Christian duty have you been putting off till a convenient 

season? 
 
5. The true disciple does not partly follow the things of Christ, but does 

“Give thyself wholly to them” (1 Timothy 4:15) 
 

“Jesus did not say discuss me; He said follow me. We do not make 
terms with Christ; we surrender to Christ. We do not compromise with 
Christ; we submit to Christ. Christianity does not mean being 
interested in Jesus Christ; it means taking the same oath as princes 
take to the king or queen in a coronation ceremony. The Christian is 
the one who has a sworn loyalty and who keeps loyalty to Christ, the 
King.” (William Barclay) 


