
THE LIFE OF JOSEPH – SERMON 12 
 

KEEPING BOTH FEET ON THE GROUND 
 

Genesis 41:37-57 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
• We live in a generation and age where pride and selfishness 

and self-importance abound, and where meekness and 
humility is scorned. (Proverbs 30:13; 2 Timothy 3:1-4) 

 
• Highmindedness emanates from our selfish and carnal 

hearts. 
 
• Even the disciples “disputed among themselves who should 

be the greatest.” (Mark 9:34) 
 
• Christians are commanded to “esteem other better than 

themselves” (Philippians 2:3) 
 
• When success, blessing and prosperity come, there is the 

danger of becoming highminded and trusting in one’s self 
instead of God (1 Timothy 6:17) 

 
• A wise man prayed, “Give me neither poverty nor riches” 

(Proverbs 30:8) 
 
• There are numerous examples in Scripture of prosperity 

being the ruin of good men (2 Chronicles 26:16; 32:25) 
 
• What we see in this passage is a man who experienced 

success and prosperity on a scale we could only dream of, 
and yet kept both his feet firmly on the ground. 

 
• Joseph stayed faithful, both through the suffering and 

through the success of life. 



How may we, in the successes of life, keep both feet on the 
ground? 
 
I. A PERSONALITY FIXED UPON THE LORD 
 

A. Many people have their identity tied to their possessions, 
occupations, or accomplishments 

 
1. They are defined by the temporal things and 

circumstances of this life 
 

2. Yet, “a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth.” (Luke 12:15) 

 
3. For believers, Christ is our life (Colossians 3:4) 

 
B. Joseph’s heart and character did not change simply 

because his situation changed 
 

1. He sought first God’s kingdom and righteousness 
(Matthew 6:33) 

 
2. His heart was fixed upon the Lord (Psalm 16:8; 112:6-

8) 
 

3. The believer’s soul has the anchor of hope that fixes 
him through the tempests of life (Hebrews 6:19) 

 
II. A PERSPECTIVE FOCUSSED ON LONG-TERM 
 

A. The time of plenty will end 
 

1. There is no guarantee of tomorrow (Proverbs 27:1) 
 

2. Wisdom prepares for evil (Proverbs 22:3) 
 

3. Fools and sluggards spend all they have without 
thought of the future (Proverbs 6:6-11; 21:20) 



B. The living must prepare for death 
 

1. Judgment follows death (Hebrews 9:27) 
 

2. Most will not be ready 
 

a. As it was in the days of Noah (Matthew 24:37-40) 
 

b. It will be too late to prepare when the Son comes 
(Matthew 25:1-13) 

 
c. Many lay up treasure for themselves, but are not 

rich toward God (Luke 12:19-21) 
 

C. The believer must prepare for the judgment seat of Christ 
(Romans 14:10) 

 
1. We are to use what God has given us to “lay up in 

store a good foundation against the time to come” (1 
Timothy 6:17-19) 

 
2. We are told to “set thine house in order” (2 Kings 

20:1)   
 
III. A PRIORITY TO FULFIL OUR LABOUR 
 

A. Stewards must use what they have been given 
 

1. Talents are to be put to use (Matthew 14:25-30) 
 

2. Wisdom must be passed on to others (Psalm 105:21-
22; 2 Timothy 2:2) 

 
B. Stewards must work while they have opportunity 

 
1. Beware of procrastination 

 
2. Occupy till He come (Luke 19:13) 



 
C. Stewards must be found faithful (1 Corinthians 4:2) 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. The godly ought not aspire to be materially prosperous, but 

to have sufficient for life 
 
2. Our treasures are to be laid up in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21) 
 
3. Is my heart fixed solely on God? 
 
4. Are my affections on this world, or on the world to come? 
 
5. Am I using every opportunity to serve Christ? 
 
6. Will He say on the day of judgment, “You have done what 

you could”? (Mark 14:8) 
 
7. Is the meek, humble, servant mind of Christ in me? 

(Philippians 2:5ff) 
 

He that is down needs fear no fall, 
He that is low, no pride; 
He that is humble ever shall 
Have God to be his guide. 
 
I am content with what I have, 
Little be it, or much: 
And, Lord, contentment still I crave, 
Because thou savest such. 
 
Fulness to such a burden is 
That go on pilgrimage: 
Here little, and hereafter bliss, 
Is best from age to age. 

 
John Bunyan (1628–1688) 


