
JUDGES 17-18

IN THOSE DAYS THERE WAS NO KING IN 
ISRAEL
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Judges is comprised of three main sections:
• 1:1 - 3:6 Introduction (2 parts)
• 3:7-16:31 Stories of the 12 judges (6 major and 6 minor)
• 17:1-21:25 Conclusion (2 parts which show the effects of the 

apostasy of God's people in terms of worship and morality). 
Almost 25 million kids in America don’t live with their biological father. 
These children are:
• four times more likely to be poor
• two times more likely to drop out of school – seven out of 10 high 

school dropouts are fatherless
• and the girls are four times more likely to get pregnant as teenagers
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Judges 17:1 There was a man of the hill country of Ephraim, whose 
name was Micah.
• 2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work.

• 6X – “And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of 
the LORD” (3:7, 3:12, 4:1, 6:1, 10:6, 13:1)

• 17:1 – “There was a man”
• Not chronological – occurs early in the period of the Judges
• Judges 17:2-3 And he said to his mother, “The 1,100 pieces of silver 

that were taken from you, about which you uttered a curse, and also 
spoke it in my ears, behold, the silver is with me; I took it.” And his 
mother said, “Blessed be my son by the LORD.” 3 And he restored 
the 1,100 pieces of silver to his mother. And his mother said, “I 
dedicate the silver to the LORD from my hand for my son…
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Judges 17:3 And he restored the 1,100 pieces of silver to his mother. 
And his mother said, “I dedicate the silver to the LORD from my hand 
for my son, to make a carved image and a metal image. Now therefore 
I will restore it to you.”
• carved image – pesel (same word as in 2nd commandment Ex. 20:4)
• metal image (same word used to describe golden calf in Ex. 32:4).
• Deuteronomy 27:15 “‘Cursed be the man who makes a carved 

or cast metal image, an abomination to the LORD, a thing 
made by the hands of a craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’ 
And all the people shall answer and say, ‘Amen.’
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Judges 17:4-5 So when he restored the money to his mother, his 
mother took 200 pieces of silver and gave it to the silversmith, who 
made it into a carved image and a metal image. And it was in the 
house of Micah. 5 And the man Micah had a shrine, and he made an 
ephod and household gods, and ordained one of his sons, who became 
his priest.
• Micah – Mikayehu – “Who is like YHWH?”
Judges 17:6 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did 
what was right in his own eyes.
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Deuteronomy 17:14, 18-20 “When you come to the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in it and 
then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around 
me,’ …18 “And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall 
write for himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical 
priests. 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days 
of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all 
the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, 20 that his 
heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not 
turn aside from the commandment, either to the right hand or to the 
left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, 
in Israel.
Deuteronomy 33:5 Thus the LORD became king in Jeshurun, when the 
heads of the people were gathered, all the tribes of Israel together.
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Judges 17:7-10 Now there was a young man of Bethlehem in Judah, of 
the family of Judah, who was a Levite, and he sojourned there. 8 And 
the man departed from the town of Bethlehem in Judah to sojourn 
where he could find a place. And as he journeyed, he came to the hill 
country of Ephraim to the house of Micah. 9 And Micah said to him, 
“Where do you come from?” And he said to him, “I am a Levite of 
Bethlehem in Judah, and I am going to sojourn where I may find a 
place.” 10 And Micah said to him, “Stay with me, and be to me a 
father and a priest, and I will give you ten pieces of silver a year and a 
suit of clothes and your living.” And the Levite went in.
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Exodus 32:25-29 And when Moses saw that the people had broken 
loose (for Aaron had let them break loose, to the derision of their 
enemies), 26 then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, 
“Who is on the LORD's side? Come to me.” And all the sons of Levi 
gathered around him. 27 And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD 
God of Israel, ‘Put your sword on your side each of you, and go to and 
fro from gate to gate throughout the camp, and each of you kill his 
brother and his companion and his neighbor.’” 28 And the sons of Levi 
did according to the word of Moses. And that day about three 
thousand men of the people fell. 29 And Moses said, “Today you have 
been ordained for the service of the LORD, each one at the cost of his 
son and of his brother, so that he might bestow a blessing upon you 
this day.”
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Judges 17:11-13 And the Levite was content to dwell with the man, and the 
young man became to him like one of his sons. 12 And Micah ordained the 
Levite, and the young man became his priest, and was in the house of 
Micah. 13 Then Micah said, “Now I know that the LORD will prosper me, 
because I have a Levite as priest.”
Judges 18:1 In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the 
tribe of the people of Dan was seeking for itself an inheritance to dwell in, for 
until then no inheritance among the tribes of Israel had fallen to them.
• Judges 1:34 The Amorites pressed the people of Dan back into the hill 

country, for they did not allow them to come down to the plain.
Judges 18:2-4 So the people of Dan sent five able men from the whole 
number of their tribe, from Zorah and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land and to 
explore it. And they said to them, “Go and explore the land.” And they came 
to the hill country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, and lodged 
there. 3 When they were by the house of Micah, they recognized the voice of 
the young Levite. And they turned aside and said to him, “Who brought you 
here? What are you doing in this place? What is your business here?” 4 And 
he said to them, “This is how Micah dealt with me: he has hired me, and I 
have become his priest.”
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• Hebrews 3:12-13 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an 
evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living 
God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin.

Judges 18:5-6 And they said to him, “Inquire of God, please, that we 
may know whether the journey on which we are setting out will 
succeed.” 6 And the priest said to them, “Go in peace. The journey on 
which you go is under the eye of the LORD.”
Judges 18:7 Then the five men departed and came to Laish and saw 
the people who were there, how they lived in security, after the 
manner of the Sidonians, quiet and unsuspecting, lacking nothing that 
is in the earth and possessing wealth, and how they were far from the 
Sidonians and had no dealings with anyone.
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Judges 18:8-13 And when they came to their brothers at Zorah and 
Eshtaol, their brothers said to them, “What do you report?” 9 They 
said, “Arise, and let us go up against them, for we have seen the land, 
and behold, it is very good. And will you do nothing? Do not be slow to 
go, to enter in and possess the land. 10 As soon as you go, you will 
come to an unsuspecting people. The land is spacious, for God has 
given it into your hands, a place where there is no lack of anything that 
is in the earth.” 11 So 600 men of the tribe of Dan, armed with 
weapons of war, set out from Zorah and Eshtaol, 12 and went up and 
encamped at Kiriath-jearim in Judah. On this account that place is 
called Mahaneh-dan to this day; behold, it is west of Kiriath-
jearim. 13 And they passed on from there to the hill country of 
Ephraim, and came to the house of Micah.
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Judges 18:14 Then the five men who had gone to scout out the 
country of Laish said to their brothers, “Do you know that in these 
houses there are an ephod, household gods, a carved image, and a 
metal image? Now therefore consider what you will do.”
Deuteronomy 13:6-11 “If your brother, the son of your mother, or 
your son or your daughter or the wife you embrace or your friend who 
is as your own soul entices you secretly, saying, ‘Let us go and serve 
other gods,’ which neither you nor your fathers have known, 7 some 
of the gods of the peoples who are around you, whether near you or 
far off from you, from the one end of the earth to the other, 8 you 
shall not yield to him or listen to him, nor shall your eye pity him, nor 
shall you spare him, nor shall you conceal him. 9 But you shall kill 
him. Your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and 
afterward the hand of all the people. 10 You shall stone him to death 
with stones, because he sought to draw you away from the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery. 11 And all Israel shall hear and fear and never again do any 
such wickedness as this among you.
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Judges 18:15-18 And they turned aside there and came to the house 
of the young Levite, at the home of Micah, and asked him about his 
welfare. 16 Now the 600 men of the Danites, armed with their 
weapons of war, stood by the entrance of the gate. 17 And the five 
men who had gone to scout out the land went up and entered and 
took the carved image, the ephod, the household gods, and the metal 
image, while the priest stood by the entrance of the gate with the 600 
men armed with weapons of war. 18 And when these went into 
Micah's house and took the carved image, the ephod, the household 
gods, and the metal image, the priest said to them, “What are you 
doing?” 
Judges 18:19 And they said to him, “Keep quiet; put your hand on your 
mouth and come with us and be to us a father and a priest. Is it better 
for you to be priest to the house of one man, or to be priest to a tribe 
and clan in Israel?”
Judges 18:20 And the priest's heart was glad. He took the ephod and 
the household gods and the carved image and went along with the 
people.
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Judges 18:21-26 So they turned and departed, putting the little ones 
and the livestock and the goods in front of them. 22 When they had 
gone a distance from the home of Micah, the men who were in the 
houses near Micah's house were called out, and they overtook the 
people of Dan. 23 And they shouted to the people of Dan, who turned 
around and said to Micah, “What is the matter with you, that you 
come with such a company?” 24 And he said, “You take my gods that 
I made and the priest, and go away, and what have I left? How then do 
you ask me, ‘What is the matter with you?’” 25 And the people of 
Dan said to him, “Do not let your voice be heard among us, lest angry 
fellows fall upon you, and you lose your life with the lives of your 
household.” 26 Then the people of Dan went their way. And when 
Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he turned and went back 
to his home.
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Judges 18:27-29 But the people of Dan took what Micah had made, 
and the priest who belonged to him, and they came to Laish, to a 
people quiet and unsuspecting, and struck them with the edge of the 
sword and burned the city with fire. 28 And there was no deliverer 
because it was far from Sidon, and they had no dealings with anyone. 
It was in the valley that belongs to Beth-rehob. Then they rebuilt the 
city and lived in it. 29 And they named the city Dan, after the name of 
Dan their ancestor, who was born to Israel; but the name of the city 
was Laish at the first.  
Judges 18:30-31 And the people of Dan set up the carved image for 
themselves, and Jonathan the son of Gershom, son of Moses, and his 
sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the day of the 
captivity of the land. 31 So they set up Micah's carved image that he 
made, as long as the house of God was at Shiloh.
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2 Kings 17:13-14, 18 Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah by every 
prophet and every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways and keep my 
commandments and my statutes, in accordance with all the Law that I 
commanded your fathers, and that I sent to you by my servants the 
prophets.” 14 But they would not listen, but were stubborn, as their 
fathers had been, who did not believe in the LORD their 
God. …18 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and 
removed them out of his sight. None was left but the tribe of Judah 
only. 
Romans 2:4-5 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant 
to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and 
impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of 
wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.
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