
Covenant v Dispensational Theology

Introduction to Dispensationalism



Dispensationalism—what is it?

•Ephesians 1.10

•Dispensation: “Management of a household.”  
The Greek word has come into our English 
language as “economics”

•It is “The Bible’s philosophy of history on the 
basis of the sovereign rule of God. It 
represents the whole of Scripture and history 
as being covered by several dispensations of 
God’s rule.” Reynald Showers, There Really is 
a Difference, 1990, page 27



The Major Tenets of Dispensational 
Theology

•A literal interpretation of Scripture, even the 
eschatological passages (Hermeneutic)

•A distinct difference between ethnic Israel and 
the Church (Ecclesiology)

•The Millennial Kingdom as God’s goal of 
human history: CT sees the eternal state. 
(Eschatology)



The major advocates of DT

•John Nelson Darby (1800-1882). Called the 
father of dispensationalism. Prominent 
among the Plymouth Brethren (similar to 
Baptists, but reject the notion of “clergy”. 
Spurgeon criticized them because they 
rejected the necessity of Christ’s obedience)

• C.I.Scofield (1843-1921). His reference 
Bible was instrumental in advancing 
dispensationalism



•Charles Ryrie. Author of 
Dispensationalism Today

•Reynald Showers. Author of There 
Really Is a Difference: A Comparison of 
Covenant and Dispensational Theology

•Michael Vlach. Author of Has the 
Church Replaced Israel? A Theological 
Evaluation



Just as there are differences within Covenant 
Theology, so are there within Dispensational 
Theology 

•There is disagreement about how many 
dispensations there are.

•In recent years, Progressive 
Dispensationalism has arisen, which holds to 
a differing view of the relationship of the 
dispensations 

•Most say 7, but some say 5, 3, or even 2

•The “classical position” holds to 7: 





•Innocence (Creation to Fall)

•Conscience (Fall through Flood)

•Human Government (Flood through Call of 
Abraham)

•Promise (Abraham to Law)

•Law (Moses to death of Christ)

•Grace (as a ruling factor in life, not as a 
means of salvation) (Christ’s death to His 
Second Coming

•Millennium



My goal in this class is not to defend 
Dispensationalism, as much as it is to 
defend

•The distinction between Israel and the 
Church

•The literal Millennium, with Christ 
returning to earth prior to it. 


