
Christian Ethics

The Ethics of Retirement



Retirement as practice by the Western 
world is a relatively new concept

•The Romans, the English and the 
Americans offered pensions to soldiers (The 
Civil War Pension Program also provided 
for widows and orphans)

•Otto von Bismarck designed the first 
nationwide pension program in 1889. His 
goals were to promote the German 
economy, and to stifle more radical 
socialistic measures. 
https://www.ssa.gov/history/ottob.html



•In 1875, the American Express Company 
began to offer pensions

•In 1935, the Social Security Act was passed, 
with benefits scheduled to begin in 1940

•Research suggested that mental capacities 
began to diminish around age 60

•Economics required a longer work history, so 
the retirement age was set at 65

•Life expectancy for a man born in 1930 was 
58, although 54% of men who survived to 
age 21 lived to age 65



•The industrialization and modernization of 
the world changed the way we thought 
about work and retirement

•In an agricultural world, where families 
lived together or in close proximity, people 
worked as long as they were physically 
able

•Transitioning to a world of factory workers 
was part of the change of thinking—
workers were no longer just a part of the 
family



Does the Bible say anything about retirement?

•Man was created to work. 

•Gen 2:15 And the LORD God took the man, and 
put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and 
to keep it

•Sin changed the way we work, but not the fact of 
work

•Gen 3:19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out 
of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return.



•Sin also changed us.

•Gen 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die

•For most of us, aging is the process of dying

•The Bible acknowledges the effect of aging on 
us

•Gen_27:1 And it came to pass, that when 
Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that 
he could not see, he called Esau his eldest 
son, and said unto him, My son: and he said 
unto him, Behold, here am I.



•Gen. 48:10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim 
for age, so that he could not see. And he 
brought them near unto him; and he kissed 
them, and embraced them

•Deut. 34:7 And Moses was an hundred and 
twenty years old when he died: his eye was 
not dim, nor his natural force abated.

•Job. 15:10 With us are both the grayheaded
and very aged men, much elder than thy 
father.



•Age by itself poses no detriment to God—He 
actually gives the elderly more honor and 
responsibility

•Lev. 19:32 Thou shalt rise up before the 
hoary head, and honour the face of the old 
man, and fear thy God: I am the LORD.

•Pro. 16:31 The hoary head is a crown of 
glory, if it be found in the way of 
righteousness.



•Salvation changes us

•2Co 5:15 And that he died for all, that 
they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto him 
which died for them, and rose again.

•Any notion of retiring from Christian 
service can’t be supported from the 
Bible



•But the Bible itself recognizes that physical 
abilities will change the way we can serve

•Ecc. 12:1 Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;

•Luke. 2:37 And she was a widow of about 
fourscore and four years, which departed 
not from the temple, but served God with 
fastings and prayers night and day.


