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“Introducing Melchizedek” 

Hebrews 7:1-3 
 

INTRO: 

 

 Have you ever had the experience of talking with someone, and several times in the 

discussion they bring up someone’s name. They say something like, “So-in-so is a good example 

of that,” or “According to so-in-so, this is what we should do.” About then we might stop and 

say, “Just a minute. Who is so-in-so that you keep talking about?” At this point in our study of 

the Book of Hebrews we might be thinking the same thing about this Melchizedek character to 

whom the writer has often referred. Who exactly is Melchizedek? 

 

 The writer is going to tell us in Hebrews 7:1-3. He is going to formally introduce us to the 

historical Melchizedek and say two things about him.  These two things have to do with how he 

was made “like the Son of God.” 

  I. He Was a Great Man (v. 1-2) 

II. He Was a Type of Christ (v. 3) 

 

I. He Was a Great Man (v. 1-2) 

 

A. “For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met 

Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to whom 

also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated ‘king of 

righteousness,’ and then also king of Salem, meaning ‘king of peace,’” (vs.1-2). 

As the writer introduced his readers to the Melchizedek of history, he underlined 

Melchizedek’s greatness. There are several individuals God called great who received little 

ink in the Bible. For example, Melchizedek’s entire historical record is contained in Genesis 

14:18-20. 

“Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest 

of God Most High. And [Melchizedek] blessed [Abram] and said: ‘Blessed be 

Abram of God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God 

Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.’ And he gave him a 

tithe of all.”  

There was only one other mention of Melchizedek in the Old Testament.    (Psalm 110:4) 

“The LORD has sworn and will not relent, ‘You are a priest forever according to 

the order of Melchizedek.’”  

The writer pointed out three ways in which Melchizedek was a great man. First, he is great 

because he was the King of Salem and a priest of the Most High God. 

 

1.  The historical Melchizedek foreshadowed our Savior and His roles as King and Priest. 

We noted before that under the Old Testament Law God was very careful to keep the 
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roles of King and Priest separate. When King Saul and King Uzziah entered into the areas 

reserved for the priest God imposed severe penalties upon them. God took away Saul’s 

kingdom and Uzziah’s health. 

 

2.  God judged these errant kings because only Melchizedek was to be the type of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. He would be the only God sanctioned king and priest until Jesus came. 

 

B.  We know Melchizedek was a great man because he blessed Abraham and he took tithes 

from him. Let me repeat Hebrews 7:1 again,  

“For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met 

Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to whom 

also Abraham gave a tenth part of all.” 

 

1.  In Hebrews 5:1 we learned, “For every high priest taken from among men is 

appointed for men in things pertaining to God.”  

The high priest’s job was to serve men in things pertaining to God. Melchizedek did two 

things pertaining to God as a God appointed priest. First, he blessed Abraham. Genesis 

14:19 records this blessing;  

“And he blessed him and said: ‘Blessed be Abram of God Most High, possessor 

of heaven and earth.”  

The blessing is significant for at least two reasons. First, Melchizedek blessing what God 

did and will do for Abraham, a function of the high priest in the Mosaic economy. Second, 

Melchizedek demonstrated his superiority over perhaps the greatest man in Jewish 

history by blessing Abraham. As the writer will underline for us later in Hebrews 7:7 

“Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better.” 

 

2.  As a priest, he took tithes that belonged to God as God’s earthly representative. 

Again, the writer has more to say about this later in chapter 7. 

 

C. Melchizedek’s greatness was demonstrated by his names. We read again in Hebrews 

7:2, “to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated ‘king 

of righteousness,’ and then also king of Salem, meaning ‘king of peace.’” 
 

1. We need to remember the significance of names to the Hebrew peoples to 

understand the point the writer to the Hebrews made in this verse. This is more than an 

interesting aside. Melchizedek’s names tell us who he was. First, Melchizedek’s personal 

name as given in scripture was derived from two Hebrew words. They mean “king of 

righteousness.”  This shows us also who our Lord and Savior is. He is the King of 

Righteousness. Righteousness comes from Him to us. The Apostle Paul wrote in 

Romans 3:21-22; 
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“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 

witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through 

faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.”  

Our only hope is in the righteousness that is ours in our King of Righteousness. 

 

2. The second name that he has is a title. Melchizedek is the King of Salem which means 

king of peace. Our Lord Jesus is also our king of peace. Do you remember Our Lord’s 

divine birth announcement in Isaiah 9:6?  

“For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; and the government will be 

upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and 

peace there will be no end.” 

Peace is not the absence of conflict, it is a person, the Lord Jesus Christ.  If you have 

Him, you will have peace! 

 

II. He Was a Type of Christ (v. 3) 

 

A. The historical Melchizedek was a great person. Melchizedek was also a type of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Melchizedek he was “without father, without mother, without 

genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the 

Son of God, remains a priest continually.” 

 

B. This verse always brings up an issue that perhaps we should discuss very briefly here. 

Was Melchizedek a type or a theophany? A theophany was an appearance of God in the Old 

Testament A type, on the other hand, was a person, a place, or a thing which was a pattern 

for something which is later revealed. For example, many of the ceremonies in the 

tabernacle were types or patterns that foreshadowed the person and work of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. However, there is reason to believe that Melchizedek was a type and not a 

theophany. First, according to Hebrews 5:1, a high priest had to be a human being, a man. 

Jesus had to become a man to be our high priest. Certainly, Melchizedek could not be a high 

priest if he were not a man. Second, if Melchizedek was not a man he could not have been 

“made like the Son of God.”  
 

How do we apply all of this? 

 

First, recognize the trouble that God went to in order that we might understand the ministry of 

our Great High Priest. He used a man in the Old Testament to be picture of Christ to us. We are 

to be pictures of Christ to those around us who do not know Him. 

Second, do we know our Lord Jesus as the King of righteousness? Are we resting in our own 

righteousness or the righteousness that He gives us by faith? Is He our king of Peace? 


