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“Introduction to The Revelation” 

Introduction: 
 
     This is an overview and an introduction to the first five chapters of the Revelation of the LORD 
Jesus Christ. The general outline of the entire book can be summed up with one verse found in the 
first chapter.  
 
Revelation 1:19 
 
19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be 
hereafter. 
 
     That’s the outline; the things which were, the things which are, and the things which shall be 
here after; the past, the present and the future. Many doubt the book because they feel it is so hard 
to understand. There are some that even doubt it’s authority, how can anyone doubt it’s authority if 
they know the source? What is the source of the book of Revelation?  
 
Revelation 1:1-3 

1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must 
shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 

2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he 
saw. 

3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 
are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

     The Apostle John is the writer of this revelation and the letters to the seven churches of Asia. It is 
with these first three verse that we learn the source which is the LORD Jesus Christ and the writer 
clearly identifies himself as John as seen in Revelation 1:1. He repeatedly uses the word “I” to verify 
the book’s authenticity.  

     During the rule of the Roman Emperor Domitian’s tyranny from A.D. 81 to A.D. 96 the opposition 
to Christianity increased throughout the Roman Empire. The Emperor Domitian had issued a 
decree and command that everyone worship him as god. Anyone who refused this order was 
severely punished and many were killed; some were imprisoned such as the Apostle John. During 
John’s imprisonment on the Isle of Patmos in the Aegean Sea John received this great vision and 
wrote as commanded this book of the Revelation.  
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     Although this book is directly primarily to the seven churches of Asia, it applies to all believers 
and John even offers a divine perspective of human history for all believers as he proclaims the 
hope of God’s judgment upon sin and apostasy and the vindication of His children.  
 
     The book of the Revelation is the counter-part to the Old Testament book of Daniel. Both books 
go hand-in-hand and contain prophetic writings in accordance with the will of the LORD God. This 
last book of the Bible is often referred to as the “Apocalypse,” because the book of the Revelation 
reveals the hidden happenings of the future using metaphors, symbolic language, dreams, visions 
and the displays of the supernatural power of Almighty God.  
 

 
 
     The interpretation of the symbols and figurative language in this divine prophecy has resulted in 
differing viewpoints among many New Testament scholars. Some scholars suggest that the 
prophecies in Revelation deal only with the struggle between the Roman Empire and the first-
century Church. Those who adopt this preterist view believe that the prophecies of Revelation and 
Matthew chapter 24 were totally fulfilled in A.D. 70 when the Roman Empire destroyed Jerusalem. 
This view also suggests a much earlier date for the writing of the book of the Revelation.  
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     Then there are those scholars who interpret Revelation from the historical point of view, 
suggesting that John’s visions reveal the major historical developments from the time of the “Day of 
Pentecost” up until Jesus Christ second coming. However the majority of the scholars in this century 
and what this lesson will show is in favor of the futurist interpretation of this book. This view 
suggest that John’s prophecies will be fulfilled through actual events that will occur during the near 
future of world crises.  
 
     This crisis will culminate in the second coming of the LORD Jesus Christ to the earth to defeat the 
forces of evil and establish His Messianic Kingdom. This will begin the LORD’s 1,000 year rule and 
reign of peace from the city of peace, Jerusalem.  
 
Revelation 1:9 

9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. 

     Although imprisoned on the island of Patmos, John declared these words were written “for the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.”  This was the reason John was imprisoned in the first place. It was to bring 
honor and glory to the LORD Jesus Christ. These writings are to also tell of the glorious second 
coming of the King of kings and the LORD of Lords, Jesus Christ. As He returns in majesty and power 
in great glory; returning in judgment as the conquering King and LORD. 

Revelation 1:12-16 

12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 

13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment 
down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 

15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many 
waters. 

16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and 
his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 

     In this vision of John he saw the LORD Jesus Christ standing “in the midst of the seven 
candlesticks.” The number seven appears repeatedly throughout this book of the Revelation. The 
seven candlesticks or lamp stands represent the seven churches of Asia. The seven stars represent 
the seven angelic messengers and point to the seven spirits or characteristics of God.  

Zechariah 4:10 

10 For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in 
the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through 
the whole earth. 
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     The Apostle John’s reference to the seven Spirits of God relates to the seven aspects or the seven 
characteristics of God. Compare this verse to Zechariah 4:10 in which the prophet’s vision spoke of 
the seven eyes of the LORD, referring to the seven very distinct characteristics of the One Triune 
God. The Prophet Isaiah also describes the coming Messiah, the Son of God, as possessing these 
seven spirits or seven divine characteristics of God found in chapter eleven.  

Isaiah 11:2 

2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 

Revelation 1:19 
 
19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be 
hereafter. 

     The writer, John was told to divide this prophecy into three parts which is the general overview 
of the book of the Revelation. The past, the present and the future. The past events were contained 
in the introductory vision in chapter one. The present things are the seven letters to the seven 
churches in Asia or one could say the seven messages of warning.  

     The bulk of this great book, concerns events that will occur in the end times. Understanding this 
structural analysis of the book will help one to better understand and interpret the prophetic vision 
of the Revelation of John given by the LORD and Saviour Jesus Christ. Revelation, Chapter I, is 
separated into four parts to help us better understand this chapter I will use the breakdown by Dr. 
C. I. Scofield from his headings in the Scofield Reference Bible.  

Revelation Chapter-I 

[1]. Introduction: The things which thou hast seen, the past. 

[2]. Salutation: John’s greeting to the seven churches of Asia. 

[3]. The Vision: John’s Isle of Patmos vision. 

[4]. The Command: John’s command to write, the past, the present and the future. 

     The letters to the seven Churches in Asia minor are the last direct words we have from the LORD 
Jesus Christ until the last chapter of this book. These seven messages are similar to the parables 
because they are composed of Christ’s own words with the use of symbols to paint the spiritual 
conditions of these churches.  
 
     These seven churches were located in the region of modern-day Turkey and they all seven 
flourished during the first century but were each singled out because of their specific problems 
which were characteristic of the spiritual situations faced by believers throughout all generations. 
Each message addressed to the angel of the church, the messengers. It is these seven messages that 
will form the second portion of the threefold division of the book of revelation, “and the things 
which are,” the present. 
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The Letters to the Seven Churches: 

 
1. Ephesus (2:1-7) – the need for revival. 
2. Smyrna (2:8-11) – stand firm in persecution. 
3. Pergamos (2:12-17) – the seduction of idolatry. 
4. Thyatira (2:18-29) – the lack of self-discipline. 
5. Sardis (3:1-6) – the lure of materialism. 
6. Philadelphia (3:7-13) – faithful love and service. 
7. Laodicea (3:14-22) – lukewarm and self-satisfied. 

Revelation 4:1-2 

1 After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as 
it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which 
must be hereafter. 

2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the 
throne. 

 

 

     This fourth chapter of the Revelation begins the third portion of John’s vision, concerning “the 
things which shall be hereafter.” All these events will be fulfilled in the future, the rapture, the seven-
year tribulation and then the millennium. Note what happens to John before he is shown all the 
things which shall be hereafter;  and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking 
with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And 
immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. 
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     Before all the future events take place in the book of the Revelation, John is caught up in his 
vision. Caught up into the third heaven, before the great tribulation starts. This is a representation 
of the “Rapture of the Church.” The Church of the LORD Jesus Christ will not be here on the earth 
during this great time of trouble. John in heaven, saw the throne which was set in heaven, and he 
saw the one which sat upon this throne. John went on to affirm to us that the Church would be 
raptured before the tribulation by noting the 24 elders which were sitting round about the throne. 
The court of Heaven, the resurrected Saints of both the Old and the New Testaments.  

Revelation 5:1-7 

1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, 
sealed with seven seals. 

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose 
the seals thereof? 

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to 
look thereon. 

4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look 
thereon. 

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, 
stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God sent forth into all the earth. 

7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. 
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     John saw the mighty Glorified Jesus Christ in all His fullness seated upon His throne (all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily). He was holding a scroll which was the title deed to the universe and 
it was sealed with seven seals. In ancient times the scroll addressed to or from a king would often 
have a secret message written near the bottom of the page. When the scroll was rolled up and 
sealed this message was effectively hidden from the courier who could only read the outer portion 
of the scroll. Often times, these messengers would take very special care in the delivery of the scroll 
sealed messages. If anyone broke the seal of the scroll who was not authorized to do so they would 
be severely punished and often times killed. 

     This scroll of the Revelation was sealed with not one seal, not even two seals but seven seals. 
Representing the seven spirits of the living God in final judgment. Only the LORD Jesus Christ, the 
King of kings and the LORD of Lords will be able to break the seals and to open and look upon the 
scroll.  

Revelation 5:5 

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 

     Only one can loose these seals because only one hath prevailed. Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.  

Revelation 5:13-14 

13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 

14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that 
liveth for ever and ever. 

 


