
OVERCOMING TEMPTATION
PART 5d-THE CHRISTIAN’S ARMOR AND ARSENAL

PROTECTED BY RIGHTEOUSNESS!
EPHESIANS 6:14; GALATIANS 2:20

Introduction
As we have seen in this series of messages, our big enemy is the devil! 
He is out to do us in, especially Spiritually.

1 Peter 5:8 warns us to, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”

Ephesians 6:11, 13

Because Satan is such a schemer, God has given to us all of His Spiritual
armor that we are to wear!  

Last week we saw the belt of truth and showed how we put on His truth by
meditating upon and obeying the Word of God!

As we continue our look at the whole armor of God provided for us, we see
here that we are told to “have on the breastplate of righteousness".  (Vs 14) 

No Roman soldier would ever intentionally go out into battle without his
breastplate!   (e.g. Think about it in relation to our present day police officers
and soldiers and their “flak jacket” or “bullet proof vest”!)

The breastplate was a tough, sleeveless piece of armor that covered the full
torso. It was often made of leather or heavy linen, onto which were sewn
overlapping slices of animal hooves or horns or pieces of metal. Some were
made of large pieces of metal molded, or hammered to conform to the body. 

The purpose of that the breastplate was obvious—to protect the most vital
organs of the heart, lungs, intestines, as well as the other vital organs!

This breastplate was important to the Roman soldier, because if an enemy
could hit a vital organ, he would score a tremendous victory over his
opponent!
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Satan also goes for the vital organs!  In ancient Hebrew thinking the heart
would represent the mind and the will!  The bowels would represent the
emotions!  

If Satan can get at our emotions, our minds and our very wills, he can cripple
us and take us down, which is his goal!

Our wonderful God says to us, "I am going to protect you from Satan's attacks
on your mind, and emotions by giving a breastplate of righteousness." 
It is a FACT that when we were saved we were given Christ’s
righteousness...And so we ARE covered with HIS righteousness!

Righteousness is not something that came to us naturally!  i.e.  We were not
born righteous!  We were born with a sinful nature and proved ourselves to be
unrighteous by our practice of sin!

But praise God the Lord Jesus, God’s own dear son entered in!  Amen!  
The Lord Jesus did what we could not do!...He led a sinless life! 

Then he died a substitutionary death on the cross so we could be forgiven for
our sins, and be declared righteous!

We were declared righteous in God's eyes when we placed our faith in Christ
and His righteousness instead of our own righteousness!

God protected us from hell fire by covering us with the righteousness of His
Son!  Now God wants to protect us with that same righteousness!

He has given us a breastplate to wear, to protect our heart, our will, our
emotions from the attacks of the enemy!  Satan wants to constantly bring up
our sins (both past and present) and our past guilt...to defeat us and make us
ineffective for Christ!  
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But what will guard us from those attacks is when we remember that have the
righteousness of Christ!

One of the passages that describes this righteousness is Galatians 2:20—
“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

In this passage we see three things... 
WE ARE CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST...WE ARE TO BE CLOTHED WITH
CHRIST...WE ARE TO BE CONFIDENT IN CHRIST!

I. WE ARE CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST!
When Jesus died on the cross someone else died that day!
Because He died for us...by our faith in Him...we died with Him!

If you are a Christian, because Jesus died for you, you died with Him!
He took your place on the cross!

Romans 6:3-4–“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was  raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life.”

Why do we often lack the protection that the breastplate of
righteousness gives?   Its because we do not remember the fact that we
are crucified with Christ and risen in Him!  We don't count on the
fact that we are indeed dead unto sin and alive unto righteousness!

The guilt of our sin has been punished in Christ!  In our standing
before God, we stand in the righteousness of Christ!  We stand
uncondemned because Christ took our condemnation!
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WE ARE CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST - “I am crucified with Christ...”
II. WE ARE TO BE CLOTHED WITH CHRIST - “...nevertheless I

live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:”
Think about this blessed truth!  Through the Holy Spirit, the Lord
Jesus lives inside of each and every person who is saved!

But when Paul spoke these words about Christ living inside of Him, I
believe that he was speaking of how he clothed himself with the
righteousness of Christ!

Paul yielded his life to Christ and allowed Christ to rule every area of
his life!

Paul was living out what he prayed in Ephesians 3:14-19!

The key here is for Christ and His Holy Spirit to have His fullness in
our lives!   Every area of our life being submitted to Him!

(Explain indwelling vs fullness!)

So if Jesus has control of your life, He is living his life through you!
He will forgive through you!
He will love through you!
He will witness through you!
He will say "no" to sin through you!
He will do good works through you!

To sum it up, He will live a righteous life through you!

WE ARE CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST -“I am crucified with Christ...”
WE ARE TO BE CLOTHED WITH CHRIST - “...nevertheless I live;

yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:”
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III. WE ARE TO BE CONFIDENT IN CHRIST -
"...and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me."

As we allow ourselves to be clothed with Christ, we are placing our
faith and confidence in Christ!

We are trusting Christ when we want to hold a grudge but no longer
hold it against a person!

We are trusting Christ when we want to do or say what is dishonest,
but instead we do and say what is truthful even if it costs us!

We are trusting Christ when unexpected circumstances begin to cause
us to fear or worry, but then we turn those fears over to Him!

We are trusting Christ when we begin to doubt but instead we cast
aside our doubts and have faith in Christ and His Word because
our confidence is Him!

As we trust Christ in our daily walk, we will be clothed with Christ's
righteousness, as Christ lives His life through us!

Why should we want to live such a life?
Why should we want to be righteous in the way we live?

Paul tells us there in Galatians 2:20:
"...and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me."

Shouldn’t we give our all for Him by allowing Him to rule and reign in
every area of our lives!
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For our invitation tonight I want us to sing all four verses of a song we
don’t sing very often.   

#342 – I Gave My Life For Thee.

Conclusion
Put on Christ’s righteousness! Make sure you know Christ as Savior, and then
put on the breastplate of His righteousness!

WE ARE CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST! 
WE ARE TO BE CLOTHED WITH CHRIST!
WE ARE TO BE CONFIDENT IN CHRIST!
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