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!
“THE LORD WILL RAISE UP A FAITHFUL PRIEST”!!

I. Introduction !
A. In last week’s sermon on Hannah’s prayer we noted the significance of her 

saying that God would raise up a king who would have strength to 
deliver his people from their adversaries.  !
1. It was through Hannah’s son that God was going to bring about a 

key turning point in the life of the covenant people.  !
2. Samuel’s ministry would bring an the end to the era of the judges, 

those days when there was no king in Israel and every man did 
what was right in his own eyes.  !

3. The dark days of the judges remind us that total autonomy is not 
good for us.  !

4. It leaves us like sheep without a shepherd.  !
5. But Hannah’s prayer pointed forward to Christ as the ruler who 

governs us and protect us.  !
B. In the verses we have just read, we see that we stand in need not only of a 

faithful king but also of a faithful priest.  !
1. Israel had priests in the days of Samuel’s youth, but they were not 

faithful.  !
2. This passage tells us that the Lord was not going to leave his people 

without the priestly ministry that they needed.  !
3. We see this in the explicit promise that is given through the man of 

God in verse 35:  “I will raise up for myself a faithful priest.”  !
4. And this is further underscored by the fact that Samuel is 

repeatedly mentioned in the midst of all that is said about the 



1 Samuel 2:12-36 (p.m.)!
Exposition of 1 Sam., #3!

Page "  of "2 9 Grace PC, Laconia (9/20/15)!
Rev. Andy Wilson

wickedness of Eli’s sons.  !
5. This passage sets a sharp contrast between Eli’s worthless sons and 

this boy who continued to grow not only in stature but also in favor 
with the LORD and with man.  !

II. Worthless Men (12-21)  !
A. The writer of our text does not leave us in suspense about his assessment 

of Eli’s sons.  !
1. They are introduced in verse 12 as worthless men who do not know 

the LORD.  !
2. Imagine having such men for your spiritual leaders.  !
3. Perhaps you have had the experience at some point in your life of 

being under the authority of someone who was incompetent or 
immoral.  !

4. As difficult as that would be, it would be much worse to have a 
wicked leader as your representative before God.  !

5. With priests like Hophni and Phinehas, how could you have any 
assurance of your standing with God?  !

6. That was the situation of the people of Israel at this point in their 
history.  !

B. The sons of Eli used their position to satisfy their appetites and their lusts.  !
1. They were not content with the portion of the sacrifices that was 

allotted to them by the law. !
2. Instead, they sent their servant to swipe some of the meat while it 

was being boiled or even while it was still raw.  !
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3. In doing this, they were treating the offering of the LORD with 
contempt, a sin that God takes very seriously.  !

4. These offerings were part of the sacrificial system, the system that 
God instituted to point forward to Christ’s atoning sacrifice for sin.  !

5. These men were supposed to represent the Israelites before God, 
but they were committing sacrilege.  !

C. One of the things that characterizes some of the darkest times in church 
history is spiritual indifference and immorality among the church’s 
leaders.  !
1. We might think of the many medieval priests and popes who used 

their positions for their own gain.  !
2. When Leo X was elected to office of pope he had the audacity to tell 

his brother, “Since God has given us the papacy, let us enjoy it.”  !
3. We can still see this sort of thing today, perhaps most notably in the 

examples of certain megachurch pastors and televangelists.  !
4. But we should realize that this is a snare that can befall any pastor 

or even any Christian.  !
5. Anyone can let their love for Christ grow cold.  !
6. Anyone can begin living for the pursuit of pleasure.  !
7. The example of Hophni and Phinehas stands as warning to all of 

us.  !
8. We need to be vigilant, lest we harden our hearts against God.  !
9. In the words of the epistle to the Hebrews, “Take care, brothers, lest 

there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall 
away from the living God.  But exhort one another every day, as 
long as it is called ‘today,’ that none of you may be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin.  For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed 
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we hold our original confidence firm to the end.” (Heb. 3:12–14)  !
III. An Unheeded Warning (22-26)  !

A. At the time of the events recorded in our text, Eli was an old man.  !
1. His sons had largely taken over his priestly duties.  !
2. There is no indication that Eli himself was guilty of the kinds of 

sins that his sons were committing.  !
3. On the contrary, Eli rebuked his sons when he heard about their 

immorality, which included engaging in sexual relations with the 
women who served in the sanctuary.  !

4. Sexual sin is always destructive, but it is especially so when it is 
committed by spiritual leaders.  !

5. The name of Christ is brought into disrepute when those who 
minister in his name commit adultery or engage in sexually 
immoral behavior.  !

B. Eli was not responsible for the sins that his sons were committing.  !
1. God holds each person responsible for his own sins, not the sins of 

others.  !
2. Nevertheless, Eli was responsible for correcting his sons and 

holding them accountable for their actions.  !
3. Even though Hophni and Phinehas had taken over most of Eli’s 

duties, Eli was still in the position of highest authority.  !
4. While he did protest against what his sons were doing, he did not 

take it any farther than that. !
5. He did not take any action.  !
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6. In other words, he failed to exercise church discipline.  !
7. Eli should have removed his sons from their office because of the 

wicked things that they were doing.  !
8. This would have been a difficult thing for Eli to do.  !
9. It would have meant the end of their livelihood.  !
10. It would have brought disgrace upon Eli’s family (though it would 

at least have shown that Eli himself had integrity).  !
11. Church discipline is never easy, but it is necessary.  !
12. The events that unfolded next in the lives of Eli and his sons show 

us how dangerous it is to neglect discipline.  !
C. We should also note what is said about Hophni and Phinehas in verse 25.  !

1. The reason why they didn’t listen to their father was because it was 
God’s will to put them to death.  !

2. This reminds us that repentance is not something that we can 
produce by our own power.  !

3. Repentance is something that is granted by God.  !
4. This is why the Jewish Christians in Acts 11 responded to Peter’s 

report about his ministry to Cornelius’ household by glorifying 
God and saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted 
repentance that leads to life.” (Acts 11:18)  !

5. Repentance is granted by God.  !
6. God did not grant Hophni and Phinehas repentance because it was 

his will to put them to death for their sin.  !
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D. Of course, this passage gives us information that we do not normally 
possess.  !
1. In most situations we do not know if it is God’s will to grant 

repentance or not.  !
2. As far as we are concerned, we should always seek to repent of our 

sins.  !
3. We should always urge others to repent of their sins.  !
4. This passage shows us the danger of refusing to listen to godly 

counsel.  !
5. If you will not heed the voice of God’s people when they rightly 

rebuke you for your sin, then it is really the Lord’s voice that you 
are ignoring.  !

6. And ignoring God’s voice is a surefire way to harden your heart 
against him.  !

IV. A House Supplanted (27-36)  !
A. God responded to Eli’s failure to discipline his sons by sending an 

unnamed prophet, referred to in verse 27 as “a man of God”, to pronounce 
judgment.  !
1. One of the first things that this prophet does is sum up the duties 

that God assigned to Israel’s priests.  !
2. They were to go to the altar, to burn incense, and to wear an ephod 

before the Lord.  !
3. Going to the altar involved offering sacrifices on behalf of God’s 

people. !
4. Burning incense was symbolic of the prayers that the priests were 

to offer for the people.  !
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5. Wearing the ephod before the Lord was symbolic of how the priests 
represented the people before God, because the ephod was fitted 
with stones that had the names of Israel’s twelve tribes engraved on 
them.  !

6. Israel’s priests had a high calling.  !
7. It was a great privilege for them to serve God’s people in this 

capacity.  !
8. Yet the sons of Eli treated their office with contempt, and they paid 

a terrible price for this sin.  !
B. Eli is also rebuked by the man of God.  !

1. By failing to remove his sons from their office, Eli honored his sons 
above the Lord.  !

2. This is a sin that can ensnare any parent.  !
3. There can be situations in which we are tempted to side with our 

children when they are clearly in the wrong.  !
4. There can be times when we are tempted to protect our children 

from the consequences of their sinful actions.  !
5. This is a dangerous thing for us to do.  !
6. It is not in the best interests of our children or in the best interests of 

Christ’s church.  !
C. The prophet also seems to be rebuking Eli for partaking of the meat that 

his sons wrongly procured for themselves.  !
1. Eli did not like what his sons were doing, but he seems to have 

enjoyed the fruits of their immorality.  !
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2. Perhaps this was a contributing factor in his failure to discipline 
them.  !

3. That failure would bring much grief to Eli and his descendants.  !
4. His sons would die on the same day, the priesthood would be taken 

away from his line, and the one descendent of his who survived 
Saul’s massacre of the priests at Nob would later be banished by 
Solomon and live out his days in great sorrow (see 1 Kings 2:26–27). !

5. By punishing the house of Eli in this manner, the Lord made it clear 
that those who hold him in contempt will be lightly esteemed.  !

D. While all of this was terrible for Eli and his family, we should also see that 
it was for the good of the covenant people.  !
1. Imagine what would have happened if such wicked leadership 

were left unchecked.  !
2. God’s people would either have followed the evil example of Eli’s 

sons or they would have become jaded and cynical toward the 
things of God.  !

3. Unfaithful leaders are a great danger to God’s people.  !
4. It is a mercy when God removes them.  !

E. The Lord did not leave his people without a priest.  !
1. He gives this promise in verse 35:  “I will raise up for myself a 

faithful priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart and in 
my mind.  And I will build him a sure house, and he shall go in and 
out before my anointed forever.”  !

2. This promise was initially fulfilled in the person of Zadok, the 
priest who ministered under David, the Lord’s anointed (see 1 Kgs. 
2:26-27, 35).  !
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3. Yet just as David was only a foreshadowing of Israel’s true King, so 
also Zadok was a foreshadowing of Israel’s true Priest.  !

4. Jesus Christ is both the King and the Priest of his people, as well as 
our Prophet.  !

V. Conclusion !
A. It is a good thing that God has provided us with a faithful priest, because 

the warning that Eli gave his sons applies to us as well.  !
B. If we sin against the Lord, we need someone to intercede for us.  !
C. In Christ we have a faithful intercessor.  !
D. As it says in the epistle to the Hebrews, “In the days of his flesh, Jesus 

offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him 
who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverence.  Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered.  And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation to all who obey him, being designated by God a high priest after 
the order of Melchizedek… Consequently, he is able to save to the 
uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives 
to make intercession for them.” (Heb. 5:7–10; 7:25)  


