
The Hero of the Book of Jonah 
Jonah 1:4-16 

The hero of the book of Jonah is  _____________________________________ not the big fish nor Jonah. 

The characteristic of God that shines through brilliantly in Chapter 1 is the ___________________ of God 

By sending Jonah to warn Ninevah of judgment, God was claiming that He is sovereign over all ________ 

Even when His servants _______ , God continues to work His sovereign purposes in their lives and history 

I. THE LORD (JEHOVAH) IS SOVEREIGN IN SALVATION: JONAH’S CONFESSION 

 A. The LORD Had to  ______________ This Confession Out of Jonah     1:4-8 

  1) Jonah did not __________ any information until faced with urgent questions from the mariners 

  2) Jonah had _______his prophetic office: WHY did he make such a clear confession of Jehovah? 

      a) Perhaps Jonah spoke from long habit & didn’t think he could convince the sailors with a ____ 

      b) Perhaps Jonah was prompted by ethnic  _________ : Israel’s God was superior to all others 

 B. This Confession Was the Human Means God Used to Bring the ___________ to Himself   1:10-16 

  1) Jonah refused to go to Ninevah because he was afraid that God would be___________to them 

  2) But here’s the joke: God used this coerced confession to bring these pagan sailors to________ 

  3) God is sovereign in salvation, but God normally uses  _____________ to bring men to salvation 

  4) If God can use the coerced confession of a disobedient prophet, then God can use _________ 

In the structure of this paragraph, Jonah’s ______________ (v. 9) is the apex and its key word is _______ 

The fear of the Lord is a __________ that ties this entire paragraph together: it is found in vv, 5, 9, 10 & 16. 

II. THE LORD (JEHOVAH) IS SOVEREIGN IN SALVATION: THE SAILORS’ FEAR 

 A. This Fear Begins as a Fear of Overwhelming  __________________  

  1) God often begins the work of salvation by bringing individuals to the _________ of themselves 

2) God’s sovereignty is so wise and complete that He was using the very same circumstances to  

both _______________ Jonah and to prepare the hearts of these pagan sailors to trust Him 

 Verse 10 says their fear doubled—“they feared a fear”: Why? Their circumstances had not changed! 

 B. Their Fear Increased Greatly Because the True ___________ Was Added to the Equation 

  1) Jonah’s confession made clear that Jehovah created and __________ the sea and the dry land! 

  2) It is probable that during their travels these sailors had heard stories about the God of  _______ 

 When these sailors threw Jonah into the sea, they had the same experience the ________ did in Mk.4 

 Verse 16 uses the same phrase as verse 10 (“they feared a fear”) but it adds the words ___________ 

 C. Finally, “They Feared the Fear of the Lord” 

  1) “The fear of the LORD” is used in the OT as a technical term of a_______ relationship with God 

  2) V. 16 uses the title LORD—Jehovah or Yahweh—usually used of personal, covenant ________ 

  3) These sailors experienced not just the power of the LORD but also His ___________________ 


