
Living Worthy of My Calling, Part 1      
“Therefore, Walk Worthy”

     Ephesians 4:1 
_______________________________________________________

To live worthy of my calling, I must understand the nature and wonder of that calling!
    
          “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,
             beseech you to walk worthy of the calling
                  with which you were called.”

1.  In view (Ephesians 1-3) is the very heart of the Covenant of 
Grace  

    (1) God in Christ freely provides everything that is necessary to our 
salvation       

         - He requires only faith in Christ, and promises to give to all those ordained unto eternal life 
              His Holy Spirit, to make them willing and able to believe.   cf. WCF VII: III

   

    (2) We are thus given in Ephesians the pattern that is crucial to our spiritual growth                          
          - Eph. 1-3  What God has done for us in Christ
          - Eph. 4-6  How we are called to live as those who have been redeemed

          The “covenantal structure” of the Christian life:
  God has done everything for us Christ.
  We are privileged to live out this wonderful salvation so freely bestowed.
 

2.  In view is how an Evangelical Obedience is Produced 

   Note carefully:
      (1) A supposed “knowledge” of what God has done in Christ without a new obedience is worthless!
      (2) Any supposed “obedience” not based upon faith in the finished work of Christ is mere moralism!

 To live worthy of our calling, we must understand by faith:

   (1) What God has done for us in Christ: 
          - Chose us in Him before the foundation of the world  1:4

          - Redeemed us from the guilt of sin through His death  1:7

          - Drew us to faith in Christ by the Holy Spirit  1:13

          - Sealed us with the Holy Spirit  1:13-14

          - In sum: Blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ 1:3

      (2) What was our former state and what is our present state:
            - We were dead in our trespasses and sins  2:1

            - We have been quickened to life (together with Christ)  2:5

            - We have been seated together with Christ in His spiritual reign  2:6

                                
      (3) What is our New (True) Identity
            - We are “in Christ” – joined to Him 

            - We are indwelt by the Spirit of Christ

            - We have been bought into the Church:
 The true Israel and Household of God 2:11-13, 19
 The Body of Christ 2:15
 The Ultimate Temple of God  2:19-21

   Further Application:

   1. All of this forms the foundation of a true evangelical (gospel fueled) obedience.

        - If I understand by faith the nature and wonder of my calling, 
               I will approach obedience with joy and with utmost sincerity.
        - If I am careless and sloppy in my obedience, while talking much about grace, 
               I don’t really understand much of grace and am a not-so-secret antinomian!

    2.


