
Connecting Through Serving 
Ephesians 5:15-21 

 

Introduction:  How does one find a church to attend? Most look for something that the church 

provides that meets a want or need in their life. 

1. Strong Preaching/Teaching  

2. A Strong Children’s Ministry 

3. Strong Youth Program 

4. Worship Style that Appeals to Them 

5. Strong missions, etc. 

Most look for a church to benefit or to receive something. This may genuinely be a need, but 

more often than not it is a want. However, as taught in weeks past, Christians are called to 

serve in the body, not just sit and soak. For most of us this requires a huge shift in the way we 

look, think and focus about church in general. This was brought about by many factors 

beginning with the expectations of pastors to do everything in the church. A look at some of the 

job descriptions posted on church staffing sites can make your head spin. Many of those 

descriptions are formulated from many people wanting to “hire” a pastor to perform ministries 

in a manner that meets all of their wants. This results in a job post that requires someone with 

multiple personality syndrome to come close to meeting the demands. God never intended the 

pastor to be the “do it all” guy. 

We connect through service when we: 

1. Change the direction of our walk (preceding verses describe how you used to live) 

a. V15 Giving care demands focus and direction towards Jesus 

i. Following over believing – the word “walk” implies a journey. 

ii. Leaving behind a sinful practices  

iii. Leaving sinful fellowship 

iv. Affixing to the body of Christ  

b. Giving care demands growing in wisdom 

i. Growing by studying God’s word 

ii. Growing by fellowshipping with mature believers  

c. Giving Care demands planning 

i. Making the most of the time we have 

1. Charting a course – study and preparation 

2. Maintaining that course – assessment and correction 

ii. Being aware of the stakes – evil days and times are closing in 

constantly 

2. Search for the Lord’s will as our highest priority 

a. His plans for us are always wise (by God’s standards, not the world’s) 



b. His plans for us are always beneficial (both to the person and to the church) 

c. His plans for us are always eternal 

i. More than temporal gratification 

ii. More than for ourselves alone v19-address one another 

3. V.18 Seek the Filling of the Holy Spirit – This is a passive verb which is often 

misquoted. It is not pertaining to an empty vessel that has to do with quantity or 

contents but rather is a willingness to be controlled by the Holy Spirit as opposed to 

our own selfish desires or the changing whims of mankind and culture.  

a. Actively giving self to the Holy Spirit vs flesh 

b. Actively pursue the Holy spirit’s control 

c. Actively seek the Holy Spirit’s counsel 

4. Vv19-21 Actively Engage in the Functions of the church 

a. Service forwards personal spiritual growth -Romans 12 

b. Service establishes a place in the body of Christ Eph 4 (keeps us from 

bouncing around) 

c. Service focuses on responsibilities 

d. Service encourages others in worship  

e. Service engages thankfulness 

f. Service fosters humility over haughtiness 

Conclusion: God has called each of us to be connected to the body of Christ. In so doing, He has 

given to us the requirement to serve the body of Christ by using our spiritual gifts, talents, time 

and resources.  


