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KJV – Revelation 17:8-12 

 

“The Ten Horns of The Revelation” 

Introduction: 
 
     This lesson we will learn just a little more about the ten horns of the Revelation. Because upon 
each of these ten horns is a crown, meaning power and authority of a worldly government. The 
beast in Revelation 13 has ten horns which are the ten kingdoms of the world that control the earth 
under the power and authority of the Anti-Christ by which he receives his power and authority 
from Satan. The ten crowns are the leaders of those ten kingdoms and the Anti-Christ has usurped 
all political power and authority over these ten world leaders represented by these ten crowns.  
 
Revelation 17:8-12 

8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into 
perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of 
life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 

9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman 
sitteth. 

10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he 
cometh, he must continue a short space. 

11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. 

12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but 
receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 

     It is here in Revelation 17:12 that John speaks of the ten horns again on this beast. This beast is 
the same beast from Revelation chapter 13. On this beast is ten horns and John tells us that these 
ten horns are ten kings. These ten kings are the sub-rulers under the authority of the Anti-Christ 
whose world dominating empire will be made up of ten major world powers. More than likely from 
the context and the wording of this text it appears that the Anti-Christ’s empire will be divided into 
ten districts to be controlled by these ten kings.  

     Notice they have received no kingdom as yet, meaning that these ten kings, the ten horns cannot 
be identified with any historical figures. But they will receive power as kings for a period of one 
hour with the beast. This is symbolic of that brief 3 ½ year period of time during the last half of the 
7-year tribulation which many refer to as the Great Tribulation.  
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Daniel 7:23-28 

23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from 
all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. 

24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after 
them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. 

25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most 
High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times 
and the dividing of time. 

26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto 
the end. 

27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him. 

28 Hitherto is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my 
countenance changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart. 

     Here again in Daniel chapter seven he speaks of ten horns as the ten kings, but there shall be 
another one rise up among them. The other horn is referring to the Anti-Christ, the “little horn” of 
Daniel 7:7-8.  
 
 
Daniel 7:7-8 

7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong 
exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with 
the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. 

8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom 
there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the 
eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. 

     This little horn among the ten as Daniel tells us in chapter seven will “wear out the saints of the 
most High” indicating the severe persecution of the Jewish and Gentile tribulation Saints of God 
Almighty. The Anti-Christ will also “think to change the times and the laws.” This may mean that he 
could introduce new laws restricting the worship of God while promoting his own self-glorification.  
 
     He will be supported by these ten horns, all ten kings of the world will support him in his 
conquest for global domination until three of them rise up against him. By this time he has grow so 
strong that only Christ can stop him and him He will at His glorious second coming.  
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     This little horn, the Anti-Christ will go about trying to change the times may even try to create a 
new calendar that will no longer acknowledge the role of the Saviour Jesus Christ in human history. 
Even now such discussions are currently under way in an attempt to circumvent future 
technological difficulties raised by the current calendar system.  
 
     There is a common expression used both of Daniel and of John in the Revelation. Over 600 years 
between the men’s writings and in Daniel 7:25 and Revelation 12:14 they both speak of the last half 
of the tribulation period using similar terms, “time, times and the dividing of time,” or “half a time.”  
This expression is referring to a three-and-a-half year period that will occur during the second half 
of Daniel’s 70th week, this is the last half of the tribulation or also known as the period of the great 
tribulation. To understand a little more about this prophecy, the ten horns and that one little horn 
we must learn about the four Gentile world empires of Daniel chapter two. This would not be 
referred to as ten horns, but the ten toes which are also the same as the ten horns.  
 
 

The Ten Toes: 
 
 Daniel 2:41-45 

41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall 
be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed 
with miry clay. 

42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, 
and partly broken. 

43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of 
men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 

44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 

45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it 
brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to 
the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof 
sure. 

     The last and final world kingdom governed by man just before the LORD returns will be the 
kingdom of these ten toes. Part iron and part clay, these ten toes are the ten horns of Revelation 13 
and 17. They will be mixed coming out of the iron yet partly clay because they shall be partly strong 
and partly broken.  

     It is in the days of these kings (the ten toes) that the God of Heaven shall set up a kingdom which 
shall never be destroyed. His kingdom shall break in pieces and consume all these other kingdoms 
and the LORD’s kingdom shall stand forever. 
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     Prior to these ten toes there were four other successive world empires represented by four 
different types of metals in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. The four metals of the great statue 
symbolized the four Gentile world empires starting in the time of Daniel: Babylon, Medo-Persia, 
Greece and Rome. These great empires would dominate the world scene from the time of Daniel 
around 606 B.C. until the end of the age. Note that the diminishing value of the metals from gold to 
silver to bronze (brass) to iron represented the decreasing grandeur and individual power of the 
successive kings and their empires. However each successive metal was stronger than the previous 
indicating that each succeeding empire would last longer based off of the strength of the material.  

     Of all of these empires the fourth world power Rome which was represented by the two legs of 
iron would be divided. The two legs of the image would ultimately become the divided Roman 
empire with the Eastern Byzantine Empire and her territories and the Western Roman Empire and 
her territories. The 10 toes which have yet to come onto the world scene are ten toes of the image 
forged with iron yet mixed with clay. The iron in these toes represented the Roman influence from 
the previous kingdom. At the end of the age these ten toes which are the ten horns of the Revelation 
will rise to power as the last and final world empire ruled by man yet controlled by the Anti-Christ.  
 
     The feet and the toes were a composite blend of iron and clay symbolizing that the ten kingdoms 
would come from or out of these two legs of iron. The clay means that the kingdom will not last as 
long as any of the others did because it is the weakest of all of these materials in this dream. In fact 
we know clearly from the Scriptures that it will last for only a period of seven years, these ten kings 
of the ten kingdoms will come to power ruled and controlled by the Anti-Christ and he will rule 
during the great tribulation only to be defeated and destroyed by Jesus Christ when He returns to 
establish His Millennial Kingdom.  
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The Four Gentile World Empires 

     Just how accurate is all of this? Well for us to see lets go over those four Gentile world empires 
leading up to those ten toes which are the ten horns of the Revelation. You see the Prophet Daniel 
had another dream which he recorded by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in Daniel chapter 
number eight. But what exactly does this dream have to do with Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of Daniel 
chapter two? Daniel received this vision of the ram, goat and horn just two years after the vision of 
Daniel chapter seven. This was just prior to the destruction of Babylon.  

 

     The Prophet Daniel wrote describing a ram pushing in all directions and that no beast at all could 
stand before him. This ram described the Medes and the Persians who would later defeat Babylon 
the head of gold in Daniel chapter number two. The first horn represented the Medes who 
dominated the empire of Babylon during the first few years, but the second horn, which was the 
highest and the stronger of the two reflected the pre-dominate position and the superior strength of 
Persia. This ram with two horns were the Medes and the Persians forming together as Medo-Persia 
who are represented by the chest and the two arms of silver in Daniel chapter number two. 

 

     Now Daniel saw a male goat that came from the west. This beast had only one horn upon his 
head. This goat saw the ram and charged at him with very great speed and much power, breaking 
the ram’s horns. This goat symbolized the Greek empire under the rule of Alexander the Great. This 
goat which was pictured in the vision as Greece were the belly and the thighs of bronze or brass in 
Daniel’s vision in chapter two. Young General Alexander’s armies utilizing brilliant military strategy 
and courage swiftly invaded Persia and then destroyed it. Daniel’s vision also even prophesied the 
early death of Alexander the Great in Daniel 8:8. 
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Daniel 8:8 

 8 Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for 
it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven. 

     This was the image of the broken horn, this vision prophetically described the break-up of 
Alexander’s empire into four kingdoms. Alexander the Great died at a young age after he had 
conquered the known world. He was 32 years old, with no male heirs at the time of his death, thus 
his kingdom was divided among his four main generals. Cassander, Lysmiachus, Seleucus and 
Ptolemy. These were the four pieces that broke off of the goat’s horn, thus the beginning down fall 
of the Greek Empire but not their influence upon the culture of the world.  

 

     Now we see the last kingdom just before the ten toes or those ten horns of the Revelation. This 
was the world kingdom identified in Daniel’s vision that one little horn came up from the four 
horns. This one, which waxed exceedingly great toward the south and toward the east and toward 
the pleasant land (Jerusalem). This little horn was the Roman empire; those two legs of iron in 
Daniel chapter two which would eventually divide into two separate kingdoms. We can even see 
clearly from the government and historical records that the Roman empire was divided in the east 
with the Byzantine territory and in the west with the Roman region.  

 

     Some say that this small horn mentioned here is the Anti-Christ, this is just not so because there 
is no mention of ten other horns. But history shows us that this passage found its fulfillment in 
Antiochus Epiphanies during the last years of his reign in 171 to 165 B.C. During his last and final 
years of his rule he attempted to eradicate the Jewish faith by persecuting the Palestinian Jews and 
by defiling the temple in Daniel 8:10-12.  
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Daniel  8:10-12 

10 And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to 
the ground, and stamped upon them. 

11 Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken 
away, and the place of the sanctuary was cast down. 

12 And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down 
the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered. 

     Epiphanies even set himself up to be the equal of God and ordered an end to the daily sacrifices. 
He was overthrown when Judas Maccabeus recaptured Jerusalem and rededicated the temple in 
165 B.C. Daniel wrote of all these things many, many years before they happened. Daniel did not get 
to see the Greeks or the Romans come to power but anyone who studies history and world 
civilization can clearly see that this was not luck or chance all these things were fulfilled to the 
letter.  

     Daniel wrote of all these things including of these ten toes which are the ten horns of the 
Revelation. Still awaiting fulfillment with the coming of the Anti-Christ. He also wrote of his 70 
weeks in which 69 of these weeks have been fulfilled and at the end of the 69th week the Messiah 
was cut off. In A.D. 70 the temple was destroyed by Rome those two legs of iron or that small horn, 
however you look at it. But it is clearly shown in Bible prophecy that from these two legs of iron will 
come out these ten toes, or those ten horns of the beast in Revelation 13 and 17. Those ten toes 
mixed with iron and clay will arise and these ten kingdoms will be governed by the Anti-Christ for a 
time, times and the diving of time. 


