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Cast Away? 
Romans 11:1-6 

Part One 
 
I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not 
cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the 
Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, 
3 “Lord, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I 
alone am left, and they seek my life”? 4 But what does the divine 
response say to him? “I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who 
have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 5 Even so then, at this present time 
there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 6 And if by grace, 
then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it 
is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work 
(Romans 11:1-6). 
 
I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not!  For I also am an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin (Roman 11:1).  
 
Cast Away His People? 
 

The Christian Post reported on October 7th that Eva Brunne, the 
world's first openly lesbian bishop, has called for a church in Stockholm, 
Sweden, to remove all signs of the cross, and instead build an Islamic 
prayer room in order to welcome Muslims. 
 I don’t mean to sound overly austere, judgmental or inhospitable, but 
it certainly seems that this church has crossed the Rubicon when it comes 
to apostasy.  It should grieve our hearts that the inevitable outcome of 
churches such as these is the production of those of whom Jesus taught in 
the Sermon on the Mount: 
 

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your 
name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I 
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will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you 
who practice lawlessness’ (Matthew 7:21-23)! 

 
 Would such a heartbreaking encounter mean that God has cast away 
His people?  “Cast away” aposato means to push away or to reject.  
Apostasy (something men do) means to turn your back on your faith.  So 
are we to assume that when a person engages in apostasy that God has 
“cast away” aposato one of His own? 
 To such a thought, the Apostle Paul brings forth one of his strongest 
denunciations, me genoito “certainly not!” or “by no means!” or “may it 

never be!”  It is quite impossible for God to deny those upon whom He has 
set His covenantal love.   
 

For the Lord will not forsake his people; he will not abandon 
his heritage (Psalm 94:14). 

 
 Yet in a way very similar to apostate churches today, the true church, 
by the time of Christ’s birth, had abandoned the truth faith; the root 
problem being an empty, heartless pursuit of their faith.  Jesus addressed 
the cause of their impending crisis:  
 

This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me; 9 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines 
the commandments of men (Matthew 15:8, 9). 

 
 The inevitable conclusion of the supplanting of the God’s word with 
the commandments of men is a vanity (meaninglessness) in worship.  And 
though God is a patient God, He will not suffer His church to continue its 
slide into corruption—the church must repent or it will no longer be a 
church.  This was a massive problem in the transition from the Old 
Covenant into the New Covenant—rendering the Old Covenant obsolete 
and “ready to vanish away” (Hebrews 8:13).   

 When the church descends to a denial of Christ’s word, it is 
questioning and denying His very authority—something we see in 
Matthew 21:23 with the question by the religious leaders: “By what 

authority…?”  This encounter (after some instruction in parables) 
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culminates with Jesus proclamation on who would serve as God’s New 
Covenant institution: 
 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people producing its fruits (Matthew 
21:43). 

 
 Such a transition caused people to question the very faithfulness of 
God!  Had God not made promises to Israel?  Has God not made promises 
to His church?  So if you were an Israelite, how could it be that you find 
yourself cast off—as Paul had earlier taught “Israel has not attained the 

law of righteousness” (Romans 9:30).  If one were a member of this church 
in Sweden or some other apostate church, would we conclude that God 
had cast off His people?  It was Paul’s heartfelt desire that they be saved 
(Romans 10:1), which necessarily assumes that they were in a condition of 
unregenerate darkness.  Does God cast away His people? 
 
 What is the answer to this dilemma?   
 
For I Am An Israelite 
 

Paul answers the apparent difficulty by appealing to Himself.  He 
brings forth his own resume’; his highly esteemed religious pedigree:  “For 
I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.”  

This topic was more highly elaborated in his epistle to the Philippians.   
 

…though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone 
else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 
5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a 
Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; 
concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless 
(Philippians 3:4-6). 

  
 These would have been very impressive credentials.  What resume’ 
would we bring forth as an expression of the legitimacy our faith?  So often 
in our insecurities we are tempted to leak out some mention of our good 
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works or religious post or accomplishment in order to gain a feeling of 
authenticity.   
 But what Apostle Paul brings forth in his presentation of what grants 
him assurance before God is an abject denial of everything he is (in terms 
of Hebrew heritage) and everything he has done (in terms of the 
aforementioned obedience). 
 

…But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss 
for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the 
excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not 
having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is 
from God by faith (Philippians 3:7-9). 

 
 God has not cast away His people.  Simply stated, though one’s 
religious identity (in this case, as a Hebrew) doesn’t approve a person 
before God, neither does it disqualify a person.  When it gets right down to 
it, it is simply a non-issue. 
 A question is often asked (not merely in relation to Judaism), “Do 
people go to hell because they’re Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, Jews, 
atheists, agnostics, etc?”  The answer is ‘no’.  People go to hell because 
they’re sinners; because a righteous God cannot remain just and ignore the 
sins of the world.  He is a God of “purer eyes than to see evil and cannot 
look at wrong” (Habakkuk 1:13).   

And there can be no true unity with God apart from those sins being 
atoned for—to expiate or make propitiation hilasmos.  Things need to be 
made right.  Many people go through life content with a bad relationship 
going unaddressed; not so with God.  Either Christ will pay for our sins or 
we will.  Either way, justice will not be ignored.   

So often we quote 1 John 1:9 (and rightfully so) without considering a 
word John inserts which amplifies the depth of the verse. 

 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just (dikaios) to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness 
(1 John 1:9). 
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 How is it God remains just while He forgives sins?  Because the price 
has been paid!  Jesus gave Himself as a ransom.  In short, the indictment 
against humanity is not one of being a Hebrew (or any other religious 
conviction—other than false religious convictions themselves containing 
idolatrous components).  The universal disease of the human race, which is 
only addressed by the atoning blood of Christ, is the pandemic disease of 
sin. 
 

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon 
Him, And by His stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5). 

 
 So the question remains, if being part of a religious community (even 
a religious community which God identifies as His own, like the Israelites 
or even the church) does not warrant the comfort of assurance as a true 
child of God—enabling one to say with certainty that we are one of “His 
people” where are we to find our comfort? 
 Who are the people that God has not cast away—the true people of 
His promise?    
 
God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew (Romans 11:2a). 
 
Whom He Foreknew 
 
 Many believers fail to gravitate in this direction when it comes to the 
consoling of our own hearts when doubts and difficulties arise, but Paul 
argues both for the faithfulness of God and the peace of our own souls by 
appealing to the most intimate of relational attributes—that God’s people 
are those “He foreknew” or “He knew before” proegno from the verb 
proginosko.     
 It is upon this rock-solid foreknowledge of God that Christians are to 
plant their flags of hope.  The same word is used amidst Paul’s focus of our 
comfort toward the end of Romans 8: 
 

And we know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
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purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew (proegno), He also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover 
whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, 
these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also 
glorified (Romans 8:28-30). 

 
 We must keep in mind that foreknowledge is not mere foresight.  It is 
“for whom (hous) He foreknew” not “for what (tis) He foreknew.”  This 
is necessarily understood both in the context of the Romans 8 passage as 
well as Romans 11 where Paul, in verse 5 will write of “the election of 
grace.”     
 God may have chosen communities (Israel or the church) as 
institutions to manifest His glory, but He foreknew people.  Let’s be clear, 
for God to claim knowledge of a person in this sense contains the fullness 
of love, acceptance, adoption and glory.  Jesus uses the same word in the 
opposite sense in a passage we referred to earlier: “I never knew (egnon) 
you.”   
 One might ask, “How do I know I am one known by God from 
eternity past?”  The evidence of this is, no doubt, found in human 
convictions—If I love God, it must be a result of Him loving me first (1 
John 4:9); if I chose Jesus it must be due to Him first choosing me (John 
15:16).  These things, including His very fatherhood revealed to our spirit 
by His Spirit (Romans 8:16).   
 But the great Christian confidence does not lie in the evidence of our 
convictions.  No, Paul appeals to the foreknowledge of God.  Over and 
above our profession of knowing Him is His profession of knowing us.   
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Questions for Study 
 

1. What is apostasy and how do we know when/if that has happened 
(pages 2, 3)? 

2. What is the sorrowful production of apostasy (pages 2, 3)? 

3. When does worship becoming vain or meaningless (page 3)? 

4. What was the condition of the church when Jesus was born?  To 
whom was the kingdom of God entrusted (pages 3, 4)? 

5. If God does not cast away His people, how are we to understand His 
relationship to Israel (pages 4, 5)? 

6. Do people go to hell because they follow false religions?  Explain 
(pages 5, 6). 

7. How is God “just” when He forgives sins (pages 5, 6)? 

8. What does it mean to be “foreknown” by God and why is this put 
forth as a source of comfort (pages 6, 7)? 

 
 
 


