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Abiding in Christ, Part 3: His Joy and Love in Us (John 15:9-15) 

 

Please take your Bibles and turn to John chapter 15 and I want to say what a 

joy it is for me to be your pastor and that so many of you want to be here to 

hear the Word of Christ preached. It’s always a joy to preach Christ and it’s 

a special joy to study the very words of Christ in His farewell message in 

the upper room. Some of you have joy on your faces on this Lord’s day as 

you come to church, and I pray the Lord will make your joy even more full. 

Some of you may not be joyful today, joy isn’t an initial or natural response 

to your struggles. I pray the Lord will grant you His own joy in this passage. 

Jesus said in John 15:11 knowing struggles that night, v. 11: These things I 

have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full 

 

Jesus says the reason for this passage and this message in the upper room is 

‘that my joy be in you,’ that the joy of Jesus be in His followers, and so that 

‘your joy may be full.’ What Jesus says here is for your joy, that it would be 

full joy, the very joy of Jesus in you, the fullness of His joy! Did you know 

Jesus is for your joy? Notice this isn’t the world’s joy, Jesus calls it ‘my 

joy.’ This isn’t some worldly happiness based on fluctuating feelings or the 

happenings in our life that we consider enjoyable from our point of view. 

Jesus said this knowing He’s about to sweat blood in Gethsemane and 

endure agony and wrath on a cross within hours, but it was ‘for the joy set 

before Him [that Jesus] endured the cross’ (Heb 12:2). It was for the joy 

before Him, full joy at the Father’s right hand that He shares for our full joy 

 

Psalm 16 is a psalm of Christ. Peter quotes in in Acts 2 as the Son saying to 

His Father: 'my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices...for you will not 

abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption [that speaks 

of after enduring the cross, Jesus would rise from death] ... in your presence 

there is fullness of joy; at your right hand there are pleasures forevermore' 

 

Jesus rejoiced in His whole being with a glad heart before His resurrection, 

and there was an even fuller joy ahead of Him that He enjoys right now at 

the right hand of heaven's throne. Fullness of joy is in the presence of the 

Lord. Heaven's joy, His joy is to be in us, v, 11 says so our joy can be full. 

The Father says to the Son in Heb 1:9 that He anointed Him with the oil of 

'gladness beyond [His] companions.' Jesus had gladness beyond the earthly 

companions He had in the upper room, but in v. 11 He wants that gladness 

to be in them and us. He wants us to 'enter the joy of your Master,' Mt 25:21 
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Neh 8:10 says 'the joy of the Lord is your strength.' Then it says the people 

went on their way 'to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the 

words that were declared to them' (v. 12). My prayer today is that you will 

go on your way with rejoicing, too, because you understood the words that 

were declared to you, and especially what it means for the joy of the Lord to 

be your strength. We're not just to have joy in the Lord, but joy of the Lord, 

joy from the Lord, the Lord's own joy is to be in us and to be our strength in 

a world filled with sin and struggle. Look again at John 15:11 These things I 

have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full 

 

So how do we know this joy of Jesus in us and experience full joy? When I 

was just a little guy, I remember my mom teaching me the way to J.O.Y. is: 

 J – Jesus first 

O – Others second 

Y – You last (J.O.Y. – Jesus, Others, You – I can’t improve on that outline) 

 

So to keep it simple and hopefully memorable, J.O.Y. will be our outline: 

J - Jesus first – our 1
st
 point (v. 9-11) 

9
 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 

10
 If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 

my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 
11

 These things I have 

spoken to you, that my joy [joy of Jesus in you] may be in you …  

O – Others next – 2nd step on the path to joy (v. 12-13) 

End of v. 11 says this is for our full joy? How? 2
nd

 part is in v. 12: This is 

my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13

 Greater 

love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.  

Y – You – lastly, your identity in Christ (v. 14-15) 
14

 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15

 No longer do I call 

you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 

made known to you [this is part of end of v. 11 ‘that your joy may be full’] 

 

Joy starts with Jesus first 
This is simple, but it’s profound. A little child can grasp this but many older 

ones struggle to apply it. My self-centered nature seeks to put me first, but I 

must seek Him first, at the center. Men seek happiness in all wrong places.  

[a hymn says] I tried the broken cisterns, Lord, but, ah, the waters failed. 

Even as I stood to drink they fled...me as I wailed … 

O Christ, in Thee my soul hath found, And found in Thee alone, 

The peace, the joy I sought so long, The bliss till now unknown. 
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Now none but Christ can satisfy, none other name for me, 

There is love and life and lasting joy, Lord Jesus, found in thee.
1
 

 

Sinclair Ferguson said on this passage: ‘You will never be a joyful Christian 

until you discover a joyful Savior and once you discover a joyful Savior all 

joys will be filled up through him. Isn’t that something? That the Lord Jesus 

is joyful and it is his greatest joy to give you his joy. Would you receive it? 

Or to put it even better, won’t you receive him and he will give it to you?’
2
 

 

Under Jesus first, I see 2 key elements in v. 9-10 leading to our joy in v. 11: 

- Abiding in Christ’s Love 

- Obeying of Christ’s Law 

 

Abiding in Christ’s Love – the command at end of v. 9 is abide in my love. 

In our past studies we saw abide means rely. We don’t rely on our love, we 

rely on Christ’s love, like v. 5 says, like a branch of a vine. We rely on His 

life through us like vines and branches or like veins in our bodies. Abiding 

at the end of v. 5 is relying by recognizing without Him we can do nothing.  

 

Abiding also means remaining, continuing, like a branch must be connected 

to bear fruit in v. 4. We must dwell in the sphere of His love. We must stay 

in love with Christ. If I delight in His love, I’ll abide in His love. I delight in 

my wife’s love, and so I abide in her love. I want to spend time with ones I 

love, that’s part of the context of abiding in v. 7, it’s an abiding in the Lord 

we love, spending time with Him, hearing what He has to say in His Word, 

talking to Him. We abide in Christ, v. 4, in His Word, v. 7, in His love, v. 9. 

 

How do you keep yourself in his love? Listen to the end of the book of Jude 

‘you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in 

the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God’ (v. 20-21). We’re called 

to build ourselves up in the faith and keep ourselves in the love of the Lord, 

that’s our active responsibility. And at the same time Jude says we must be 

praying in the Holy Spirit. That includes asking for His help and strength. It 

is our responsibility to abide or keep ourselves in His love, but we lack the 

natural ability to do so, as apart from Him we can do nothing. 2 verses later: 

Now to him who is able to keep you [that’s good news, God is able to keep 

me in His love, it says till I stand in] the presence of his glory with great joy   

 

I’m not able to abide or keep myself in His love on my own, but He is able 

to keep me in His love and to make me stand in His presence with great joy. 
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The love we’re to abide or continue in is an abiding continuing love, eternal 

love: 
9
 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.  

Look at John 17 to see more on how the Father loved Jesus. Jesus prays in 

17:24 ‘Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me [believers], 

may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because 

you loved me before the foundation of the world.’  The love of God the Son 

by God the Father is from everlasting and it’s never-ending and Jesus says 

in John 15:9 He loves us just as the Father loves Him! It’s an eternal love 

for us, a never-ending love, an abiding love, oh love that will not let me go! 

 

Eph 1 says ‘before the foundation of the world…in love He predestined us.’  

The Lord says in Jer 31 ‘I have loved you with an everlasting love.’ Rom 8 

says nothing can separate us from this love. This is the love Jesus tells us to 

abide in, reside in this truth, remember this love, keep our mind stayed on it.  

Jn 15:10 moves from abiding in Christ’s love to obeying of Christ’s Law: 
10

 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 

have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 

 

To make sure there’s no confusion on how to know if you’re abiding in His 

love, Christ makes it concrete and clear: if I’m obeying Christ’s commands 

I’m abiding in His love. Christ takes ‘abiding’ out of mystical or mysterious 

ideas to this mundane down-to-earth level: if we’re obeying, we’re abiding. 
[Gal 6:2 calls Christ’s commands ‘the law of Christ’] 

This is loving obedience to Christ. It’s love motivated by Christ’s prior love 

in v. 9 for us, and obedience flowing out of that love as we remain in love.  

Our keeping His commands isn’t ultimately what keeps us in Christ’s love 

in a salvation sense. My obeying doesn’t put me in God’s family. Just look 

at the 2
nd

 half of v. 10 where Jesus says He kept the Father’s commands and 

abides in His love in the same way we’re to keep His commands and abide 

in His love. Did Jesus obey so He would be put in God’s family? No, Jesus 

obeyed because He was already in God’s family, not to earn a place in it. In 

v. 10 that’s what it compares our obeying and abiding to as family members 

 

This isn’t a legalistic obedience to gain or maintain a relationship with God, 

it’s a loving obedience by those already in secure relationship. Think family 

or a friend you love dearly who you say you’d do anything for. Now think 

of that person giving their dying wishes to you. You’re eager, honored to do 

it. What Jesus tells beloved friends and family of faith here this evening are 

dying words and wishes to men who loved Him dearly. Jesus already said 

several times that night if you love Him, you will obey Him (14:15, 21, 23). 
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Jn 15:11 adds this isn't just to do for our job, it's for our joy: These things I 

have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full 

 

One writer said: Jesus’ joy came from such intimacy with the Father and his 

delight to do that which pleases the one who is all love and goodness. Jesus 

is showing how our joy may be complete. If we have no joy in obeying the 

Father, then we should consider whether we know him as Jesus knows him 

and whether we understand his will as the description of our true freedom 

(8:31–36) [‘truth will set you free’] and joy. Indeed, we might ask ourselves 

what does bring us joy. The answer will reveal to us our own hearts.
3
 

 

Jesus said back in chapter 10 ‘I came that they may have life and have it to 

the full’ (v. 10 NIV). Now He says He came for our joy to have it to the full.  

Charles Haddon Spurgeon said ‘as the sun amid the lesser lights in the sky, 

such is the joy of Christ compared with all other delights that men can ever 

know.’
4
 In his sermon, “Christ’s Joy and Ours” Spurgeon said ‘A Christian 

has never fully realized what Christ came to make him until he has grasped 

the joy of the Lord. Christ wishes his people to be happy … as we get ready 

for heaven, we shall have some of the joy which belongs to heaven, and it is 

our Saviour’s will that even now his joy should remain in us, and that our 

joy should be full…All that Jesus speaks is meant to produce joy in His 

people: These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might [be] in you’
5
 

 

These commandments of Jesus aren't mere duty, they are to be my delight! 

He says this right after He talks about abiding (relying in trust) and obeying 

Him. We must trust and obey. Obedience isn’t gloomy, it’s for our gladness 

- The Psalms command us to ‘serve the Lord with gladness’ (100:2)  

- Ps 19 says ‘The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the 

heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant … they are sweeter 

than honey …in keeping them there is great reward’ (v. 8-11 NIV) 

- Ps 119 ‘I will delight myself in Your commandments’ (v. 47 NKJV) 

- That’s not just an OT perspective. Rom 7:22 ‘I joyfully concur with 

the law of God in the inner man’ (NAS, others ‘I delight in the law’) 

- As I delight to do His will (Ps 40:8), Jesus says I abide in His love  
[if you lack joy in it, pray through Ps 119 for grace] 

For the favor He shows, And the joy He bestows, Are for those who will trust and obey... 

As we do we His good will He abides with us still and with all who will trust and obey... 
Trust and obey for there's no other way to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey.

6
 

 

[another song says] Into the joy of Jesus deeper and deeper I go...far from the world below; 

joy in the place of sorrow, peace in the midst of pain, Jesus will give...uphold and sustain!
7
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Jesus first is where joy starts but as we move through the text the 2nd part is 

O - Others next - 2nd step on the path of J.O.Y. 
12

 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

[this is what He says right after He says I say this for your joy] 
13

 Greater 

love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 

 

Love the Lord with all you are is the first and greatest commandment and a 

2nd like it is: love one another. Jesus calls it 'my commandment' (singular) I 

think because it sums up the whole law of Christ relating to our fellow man. 

But also it's the commandment of Christ, not of Moses, in that Christ adds a 

distinct emphasis that makes this His commandment: as I have loved you. It 

isn't just doing loving things to others as you would have them do to you, it 

takes it up to a whole new level: 'love one another as Christ has loved you.' 

 

In this context, how had Christ loved these disciples He's speaking to? Back 

in chapter 13 just minutes earlier Jesus served them taking off outer clothes 

to wear a towel like a slave to humbly serve by washing their filthy feet and 

He says in 13:31 this is for God's glory as we love others as Jesus just loved 

them. 'As I have loved you' in context includes lowly humbly serving others 

for the glory of God. In 15:8 again Jesus talks about God's glory in bearing 

fruit, and if we read v. 11-12 with that in mind, loving one another fulfills 

the chief end of man, which is to glorify God and enjoy Him, to glorify Him 

by having joy in Him as I love others. Jesus says in v. 11 He's saying these 

things (which includes the command to love others in v. 12) so we will have 

the joy of the Lord in us, so our joy will be full as we lovingly obey. We're 

to serve with gladness as we humbly meet needs of others. Jn 13:1 in NIV 

says Jesus 'showed them the full extent of his love' as He washed their feet. 

Now He shows if we love as He did, it's for the full extent of His joy in us! 

 

If serving is the key definition of love in v. 12 as Jesus had just loved them, 

in v. 13 we could add another key definition of love: sacrifice. The greater 

love Jesus mentions in v. 13 is laying down one's life for one's friends. They 

would understand that in a greater way later after the cross, and in fact John 

who was there later wrote about how this applies to us in 1 John 3:16: 'By 

this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brothers.' John 3:16 is about God's love for the world 

and 1 John 3:16 says that's how we know love and must show love, sacrifice 

 

In the next verse John talks about sacrificial giving to a brother in need, and 

that's an example, but there's many ways to apply laying down lives in love. 



7 

 

7 

 

'An entire nation was revived when John Knox prayed, “Lord, give me 

Scotland, or I die.” But what many people don’t know is what Knox wrote 

concerning the answer to that prayer. The Lord responded in his heart, 

saying, “First die, then I’ll give you Scotland.” “Make this relationship 

work, or I’m going to die,” we pray. “Die first,” the Lord says. Lay down 

your life ... is not only the proof of your love, but the pathway to love, 

because love is not some feeling you hope returns, not some kind of elusive 

mystical emotion. It’s the decision to die to your dreams, your desires, your 

needs, and your wants and instead lay down your life for your friend ...'
8
 

 
"One Anothers" of NT: Ways to obey Jesus in John 15:12 'Love one another...' 

1. Be devoted to one another – Romans 12:10 

2. Give preference to one another – Rom. 12:10 [v. 12 says rejoice as you do so] 

3. Don’t judge one another’s liberty – Romans 14:13 

4. Accept one another – Romans 15:7 

5. Admonish one another – Rom 15:14 [v. 13 says God fills our joy in believing] 

6. Care for one another – I Corinthians 12:25 [v. 26 adds so we'll rejoice together] 

7. Serve one another – Galatians 5:13 

8. Bear one another’s burdens – Galatians 6:2 

9. Show forbearance to one another – Ephesians 4:2 

10. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another  –  Ephesians 4:32 

11. Speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs –  Ephesians 5:19 

12. Submit to one another in the fear of Christ – Ephesians 5:21 

13. Regard one another as more important than himself –  Phil 2:3 [note full joy v. 2] 

14. Bear with one another – Colossians 3:13 

15. Teach and admonish one another – Colossians 3:16 

16. Abound in love or one another – I Thessalonians 3:12 

17. Comfort one another – I Thessalonians 4:18 

18. Encourage one another – I Thessalonians 5:11 

19. Build up one another – I Thessalonians 5:11 

20. Live in peace with one another – I Thessalonians 5:13 

21. Seek the good of one another – I Thessalonians 5:15 

22. Stimulate one another to love and good deeds – Hebrews 10:23 

23. Don’t forsake assembling with one another, but let us encourage  

 one another  – Hebrews 10:24 

24. Confess your sins to one another – James 5:16 

25. Pray for one another – James 5:16 

26. Fervently love one another from the heart – I Peter 1:22 

27. Be hospitable to one another without complaint [i.e., with joy] – I Peter 4:9 

28. Employ your spiritual gift in serving one another – I Peter 4:10 

29. Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another –I Peter 5:5 

30. Have fellowship with one another – I John 1:7 

 Context right before: 
3
 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that 

 you also may have fellowship with us ... 
4
 And these things we write to you that 

 your joy may be full [John understood fellowship is key our joy being full, Jn 15]

 2 Jn 12 '... I hope to come to you and speak face to face, that our joy may be full'
9
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Your Identity in Christ - this is our last point and part of the joy of Christ 
14

 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15

 No longer do I call 

you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing [NAS 

has 'slave' instead of 'servant,' that's the most literal]; but I have called you 

friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 

 

Don't miss this or misunderstand this: we are still servants, even slaves, as 

these disciples understood (John calls himself slave/bondservant of God to 

the end of his life in Rev 1:1, same Greek word). But Jesus calls you friends 

instead of slaves here. We're to call Jesus Master or Lord still. He's not our 

peer, this doesn't put us on an equal level; nowhere in the Bible do believers 

call Jesus or His Father 'friend.' But here that's exactly what Jesus calls His 

followers. v. 14 says basically all who are Christ's followers are His friends. 

 

He is still a Master we're to obey, but as we do, He calls us friends in v. 14. 

And He's a merciful Master and loving Lord. There is a yoke still but it's an 

easier and lighter one than sin's burden and slavery. Jesus is gentle and His 

way is restful, even joyful. 1 John 5:3 says 'For this is the love of God, that 

we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.'  

 

Calling us friends doesn't mean we no longer have to serve Him as Master, 

v. 14 says His followers who do His commands He sees as friends, not mere 

slaves. What's the difference? v. 15 makes it clear: slaves don't know what 

their master does or why, they just have to obey, no questions asked. Jesus 

calls you friends, He says, because He tells you everything from the Father! 

He doesn't just command, He confides as to inner circle friends, intimately! 

An earthly ruler sometimes had slaves he entrusted deep secrets to, those he 

saw as more than servants, welcome even to royal inner chambers at night.  

 

Wiersbe writes this Greek word friends 'describes that “inner circle” around 

a king or emperor. (In John 3:29, it refers to the “best man”, at a wedding.) 

The “friends of the king” would be close to him and know his secrets ... It is 

interesting to note that, in John’s Gospel, it was the servants who knew 

what was going on! The servants at the wedding feast in Cana knew where 

the wine came from (John 2:9), and the nobleman’s servants knew when the 

son was healed (John 4:51–53) ...[in the OT David's servants] were close 

enough to David to hear his sigh, and they risked their lives to bring their 

king...water he wanted...That is what it means to be a friend of the king.'
10

 

The King of the universe calls His followers friends and lays down His life 

for us. He says it for our joy (v. 11). This is your identity in Christ: friends! 
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Ryle said for sinners like us 'to be called "friends of Christ" is something 

that our weak minds can hardly grasp and take in. The King of kings and 

Lord of lords not only pities and saves all them that believe in Him, but 

actually calls them His "friends." We need not wonder, in face of such 

language as this, that [Eph 3 says], the "love of Christ passeth knowledge"'
11

 

 

In all of history before this, for 4,000+ years before this night, no human 

being ever heard the Lord call him 'friend.' Abraham indirectly is referred to 

in terms like this in later writings after he was dead, but he never heard God 

call him by this 'friend' (similar with Moses). David was a man after God's 

heart, but God never called him 'my friend.' But as God in human flesh is 

about to lay down His life as He says in v. 13, it's for His friends, it's for all 

who follow Him (v. 14). If that doesn't give you joy, I don't know what will! 

 
O what a tender, compassionate friend—He met the need of my heart; 

Shadows dispelling, with joy I am telling, He made all the darkness depart.
12

 

 

The King of kings thus lay in lowly manger, In all our trials born to be our Friend; He 

knows our need, To'our weakness is no stranger. Behold your King, before Him lowly bend  

...Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, Let all within us praise His holy name; 

Christ is the Lord, O praise His name forever! His pow'r and glory evermore proclaim!
13

 

 

Come, Christians, join to sing— Alleluia! Amen! 

Loud praise to Christ our King— Alleluia! Amen! 

... He is our guide and friend, To us He'll condescend; 

His love shall never end: Alleluia! Amen!
14

 

 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail; Thy 

mercies how tender! how firm to the end! Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.
15

 

 

Does Jesus know you as 'friend'? Do you like v. 14 do what He commands?  

If you don't truly love God or are living more like an enemy than a friend, if 

you're still a sinner, my friend, Romans 5 offers good news: 'but God shows 

his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us...while 

we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son...more 

than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ' (v. 8-11).  

If you're still a slave of sin under its yoke, Jesus says: 'Take my yoke upon 

you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.' Mt 11:28 
 

Jesus! what a Friend for sinners! Jesus! Lover of my soul; 

[Earthly] Friends may fail me, foes assail me, He, my Saviour, makes me whole. 

Hallelujah! what a Saviour! Hallelujah! what a Friend!
16
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Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side;  

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to thy God to order and provide;  

In ev'ry change He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav'nly Friend  

Thro' thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
17
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