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I do endeavor, although not always successfully, to try to keep things as simple as 
possible and that is not always easy. But I would like to send folks home with one thing. 
If I send you home with one thought, one challenge from God’s Word that you can take 
home and that you can think about and that you can be challenged by and that the Spirit 
of God can apply to your life, I will be happy and feel that I have done my job well.  I am 
going to give you the main points of the message right off the get go and hopefully 
everything that I present thereafter just supports that one idea.   
 
To sum up the  main point, I would do it simply like this.  If you are a child of God today, 
you have been called. You have been called to a job, to a mission. God is giving you 
something to do. And I don’t care if you are young or whether you are old. God has given 
you something to do.   You need to survey that call and do it.  You need to understand 
what it is and you need to take up the job and embark on a course and trust God to give 
you the strength to finish it.  If you don’t get anything else, if you go home with that, I 
will be satisfied, because I believe the Spirit of God can then challenge your heart as to 
what that call is for you. But we are not going to stop there. There is lots more. I couldn’t 
just walk away now. 
 
I am going to ask you to take your Bibles and turn to Nehemiah chapter one and I think 
you are already there. If I didn’t say that, I am sorry.  What I would like to read the last 
verse of Nehemiah chapter one. We looked at really the entirety of chapter one the last 
time we met and how that God worked again in Nehemiah’s life to really set him back on 
course and I would like to pick up our reading with verse 11 of chapter one and read 
down through verse eight of chapter two.    
 
Nehemiah is finishing up his prayer to the Lord and he says: 
 

O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy 
servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and 
prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight 
of this man. For I was the king’s cupbearer.   
 
And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of 
Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and 
gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his presence.  
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Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou 
art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore 
afraid, And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not 
my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, 
lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire?  Then the king 
said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of 
heaven.  And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant 
have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, 
unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build it.  And the king 
said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy 
journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; 
and I set him a time.  Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, 
let letters be given me to the governors beyond the river, that they may 
convey me over till I come into Judah; And a letter unto Asaph the keeper 
of the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the 
gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the 
city, and for the house that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, 
according to the good hand of my God upon me.1 

 
I would like to suggest that some time between the end of chapter one and the passage 
that we have just read in chapter two, Nehemiah recognizes his call. God speaks to 
Nehemiah’s heart.  It is not really spelled out for us.  But I think it becomes obvious as 
you read through the text that initially if you remember back in chapter one when 
Nehemiah had found out about the plight of the city, one of his brothers and some other 
men had traveled back to Judah and were in Jerusalem. They came back to Persia and 
they get together with Nehemiah. It was his brother. It was his friends. And he says, 
“Hey, how is... what is it like?”  
 
And you remember the report and they tell him how devastated the city is.  The walls are 
torn down. The gates are burned. The people are just... they are just easy pickings for the 
enemy.   
 
And God begins to burden Nehemiah’s heart with what he hears and that is not all really 
spelled out for us that God audibly comes to Nehemiah and says, “Hey, this is what I 
want you to do,” but he begins to lay a burden on the heart of Nehemiah and in verse 11 
as he closes out his initial prayer that is recorded to us, he says something that I find very 
interesting. He says... he asks the Lord: 
 
“I pray thee, thy servant [or me] this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.”2 
 
It is at this point that I believe Nehemiah comes to an understanding of what God is 
calling him to do. He asks the Lord to grant him mercy in the sight of the king. Mercy for 
what? For what he knows he is going to have to ask the king for.  God works in 

                                                
1 Nehemiah 1:11—2:8. 
2 Nehemiah 1:11.  



Page 3 of 12 
 

Nehemiah’s heart to reveal that call. And it is at this point that he recognizes what it is.  
Nehemiah has a heart that burned with a passion for the city of God.   
 
You know, I think it is interesting, because, to my knowledge and understanding, 
Nehemiah had not yet seen the city of God. He was a child of captivity. He was born in 
captivity.  He wasn’t carried away into captivity, he was born in captivity. And, as far as I 
understand, he had never been at this point to Jerusalem. Yet his heart burned with a 
passion for the city of God. His heart burned with a passion for the people of God.  And 
his heart burned over all for a passion for the glory of God. And God just uses all those 
things in Nehemiah’s heart to make it clear to Nehemiah what he is being called to do. 
And that is to go rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and to sure up that city and to help 
reestablish the glory of it and ultimately the glory of God in that place. He accepted 
God’s will, I think, without question. 
 
We don’t always do that, do we?  As I thought about this—and pardon me if I have a 
little bit of fun with this for a few moments—I believe Nehemiah just outright accepted 
God’s plan, no questions. Although there were logistical things to overcome. But I don’t 
think there were any real objections, but how many times when God speaks to our heart 
about something do we throw up some objections and maybe some reasons why, I don’t 
know. I am not so sure that I want to get involved in this. So I thought about it if I were 
Nehemiah, how would I have responded?  
 
I thought it might go something like this as I go back to my room there in the palace after 
finding out what condition the city is in and I am thinking about these things and, you 
know, the Lord is just churning these, the plight of the people of Jerusalem over in my 
heart. And all of the sudden I begin to think.  And maybe I am hearing in my heart and in 
my mind God saying, “Nehemiah, I have got a job for you.” 
 
And how might I respond?  And I think it would go something like this for me.  Lord, 
what?  A job.  Ok, Lord, I know you know everything, but I have got a job. It is a pretty 
good job. It is a government job. Yeah, you know, again, Lord, I know you know 
everything, but, you know, I work for the king.  It is a really good job, 401k, PTO.  You 
know, Lord, the company picnic is next week. Friday is... every once in a while the king 
invites me over to his place, we shoot some pool. We have some fun. He even asks my 
advice about some things. Lord, you know, I am pretty much set with having a job. You 
know, a couple of my buddies are out of work right now.  Yeah, you know that, huh?  
Oh, you gave me this job?  Oh, to prepare me for this one coming up, huh?  Well, Lord, 
you know, I was thinking, you want me to do what? Rebuild the walls?  Lord, remember 
fifth grade shop class?  Yeah, you know that incident with the table saw.  Yeah, you 
remember that, right?  Lord, almost literally I could say I am all thumbs. You know, 
thank you that I didn’t lose anything, but you remember that I am not really all that good 
with that building stuff. Oh, somebody else will use the table saw.  Ok.  Oh, I am going to 
be more of a project manager, kind of oversee things?  Oh, well, I don’t know, maybe. 
You know, Lord, I was thinking. You know that I work with the king and we have 
already been over that, but, you know, I just can’t give a two week notice and up and 
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leave.  You’ll take care of that, too, huh? All right, Lord. You got me. You got me. You 
can have me.   
 
Pardon me if I have a little fun this morning.  How many times when God comes to us do 
we begin to break out the list of why we can’t do it? I don’t believe for a moment that 
Nehemiah did that.  Nehemiah’s character, I believe, was above that. And, you know, 
God is clear to point out at times when some of the men that he was calling to different 
acts of service kind of put up that argument, right?  We think of Moses.  You know, Lord, 
I can’t speak. We think of Jonah. Whoa, no, man, I am not going over there. Lord, are 
you kidding me? Those Ninevites.  I am not going there. 
 
The Lord is pretty clear when some of his servants put up those objections. Nehemiah 
didn’t do that, but I just put the question out. You know, when God comes to you and 
asks you to do something, how do you respond? I know how I respond sometimes. I am 
not proud of that. It is just sometimes reality. The challenge for us this morning in this 
light is to be more like Nehemiah, to trust that God can overcome all the obstacles. 
 
So Nehemiah just undoubtedly to me he accepts God’s call. He doesn’t put up that 
argument and now here is really the crux of the message this morning.  Since Nehemiah 
has embraced God’s call, I believe that he begins to set out on the act of what I call the 
title of the message today: surveying the course.   God has called him to go to Jerusalem 
to rebuild the walls. As I have already said, to my knowledge, at this point, Nehemiah has 
no personal knowledge of Jerusalem.  I don’t believe he has ever been there. So put 
yourself in Nehemiah’s shoes for just a moment. God has asked you to do this and you 
have never been there.  This is a real physical project that God has given Nehemiah and 
certainly there is a spiritual component to this, but there is a physical activity. Nehemiah, 
go rebuild the walls of my city.   
 
Ok, but I have never been there. I don’t really know what all is involved in that. 
 
Nehemiah begins, I think, just common sense we have to come to this conclusion. He 
begins to survey the course. Lord, what does this mean? Ok, I understand what you are 
asking me to do.  But what are all the logistics behind getting this job done?   
 
From the time that Nehemiah receives word from his brother and some companions about 
the plight of the city, from the time the king confronts him and asks him what is going on, 
why are you so sad is about four months. And I think that this entire time, from the time 
he receives the message and I think almost immediately recognizes God’s call on his life, 
to the time he is addressed by the king, that Nehemiah spent this time, what I call, 
surveying the course that God has laid out for him. He begins to gather as much 
information as he can gather so that he can intelligently embark on what God has called 
him to do. He just beings to simply prepare and plan for God’s call.  And we really need 
to do that. If we feel that God is calling us to something, we have to figure out how to 
accomplish that. It is just common sense. So there is planning involved in that. There is 
that fact gathering process. We need to be informed. We need to be in fellowship about it. 
We need to take steps to analyze that, to realize what it means. It doesn’t mean that God 
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is going to give us every answer when we want it. It doesn’t mean that he is not going to 
send us out with some questions left unanswered, but we do need to take those steps to 
begin to plan, to facilitate God’s call on our lives.   
 
So when I am studying and I am thinking about all these things, the phrase walking the 
course came to mind. It kid of goes right along. You could substitute walking the course 
and surveying the course, flip flop them all around. They go together, same thing.  So I 
had in my mind this idea of walking the course. I am like doing what every preacher does 
these days. I Google searched that, ok?  Walking the course. Let’s see what comes up. I 
have heard that before. Don’t know where, but it sounds cool. I like it. I am going to 
Google search it. 
 
So what I found out—and you forgive me, because I really don’t know a lot about horses, 
but we are going to go and look at that horse jumping for a moment.  The only thing I 
know about horses is they are really big and scary for me, ok? That is my exposure to 
horses.  I mean they are just majestic animals.  But I get... a few times I have been around 
horses I get a little skittish. I mean, I don’t know. They are just big and powerful and kind 
of scare me. So I am not an expert on horses by any means, but when I searched this out, 
the term walking the course, I found out this ... what I found to be an interesting bit of 
information.  In the show jumping circuit, horse jumping there is a practice that is 
commonly called walking the course. What do you think that means?  Not really all that 
deep, is it?  Before a competition the rider is allowed to go out and walk the course.  
They literally, without their horse, they get out there and they physically walk the course 
to become familiar with that course in the hopes that they can process that course, gain an 
understanding of it so they can optimize their performance when it is their turn to actually 
go out with their horse and begin the jumps.   
 
And I found an interesting little bit of information that there are steps people take in a 
measured stride and they count those strides and they convert that into paces on their 
horse so as they approach each hurdle or jump they have it in their mind, you know, how 
many paces it is going to take their horse to reach the point where they need to tell that 
horse to jump.  They plan to execute that course in an optimal manner.  
 
But they also do something else I found interesting. The video that I was watching there 
was an instructor taking a rider out and coaching the rider on his method of doing the 
count and so forth. And they also look at each hurdle and they decide what line of 
approach they are going to take to meet that hurdle. Are they going to take an inside 
track, an outside track or a middle track?  So they decide that as well as they walk the 
course. 
 
Now to me, folks, this just blows my mind, because, number one, I am mathematically 
challenged.  So for me to be able to think about going out and walk that course in those 
measured strides, convert that to paces on my horse, calculate that, keep that in my mind, 
each one of those hurdles and now I have to decide am I going to take an inside track, 
you know, a middle track or an outside track, I am lost right now, ok? So my hat is really 
off to those that excel in the sport, but that is another thing that they do. And then I read 
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this. I got kind of a chuckle out of it. I never realized this, but there are what they call 
spooky fences in horse jumping. And the designers of the course they put distractions up 
on certain fences, you know, glittery waving flags, things like that, things that might 
spook a horse. And it is to challenge the relationship between the rider and the horse and 
can the rider command control of that horse when the horse approaches something that 
tends to spook it. 
 
And I thought, wow, this is just so cool. This kind of fits so well with this whole idea of 
surveying the course that God has laid out for us. There are things that we need to 
consider. And to just apply some of these principles about figuring out the course that 
God has laid out before us, that whole planning process. What do I need to do to prepare? 
 
You know, is there training to be had? Just go through your mind.  You... hopefully you 
know what God is calling you to do and you can begin to ask your questions. What do I 
need to do to prepare? You need to survey and figure out all these things about what 
needs to be done. 
 
Now you might say, “Ok, how do you know that Nehemiah had done all this planning?” I 
think it becomes obvious. If you look down in chapter two verses five through eight, 
Nehemiah, when he is confronted by the king, he asks for some certain things. He already 
has in his mind some specific needs that need to be met.  Verse seven, we will zero in on 
that. 
 
“Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to the 
governors beyond the river.”3 
 
So in this four month period when, I believe, Nehemiah is surveying the course, he is 
like, “All right, God, you have laid this course out for me now. I need to prepare for it.” 
He starts to think of everything that he can imagine that is involved in fulfilling God’s 
call. If he is going to travel from Persia to Judah, he is going to have to travel through 
some places that may not be too friendly to him. And he says to the king, he says, “Ok, 
all right. I am going to need letters so that I can be conducted safely on my way.”   
 
Well, how did he know that? I believe Nehemiah is an intelligent guy, but I believe that 
he spent time thinking about what needed to be done. It was just a logistical thing.  I am 
going to travel from here to there.  I need to get here safely. Whenever it is that I get to 
talk to the king and I know that day is coming. I don’t know when God is going to allow 
me to do this.  
 
You do have to understand that even though he was the king’s cupbearer, even though he 
probably worked as an advisor to the king, he was still a servant to the king. He didn’t 
just walk in real {?} and say, “Hey, king, I have got something cool I want to ask you.”  
He had to wait for God’s timing for all these things. 
 

                                                
3 Nehemiah 2:7.  



Page 7 of 12 
 

So he is preparing so when that moment comes he can be prepared to request of the king 
everything that he can possibly think of.  So he spends time. And one of the first things 
he says, “I am going to need letters of safe passage so that when someone confronts me 
and says, “What are you doing, where are you going?” He can say, “Here you go. I have 
got the king’s authority to go where I am going. You need to let me pass. You need to let 
me go. You need to leave me alone.” 
 
So that is one of the reasons why I believe that he spent this period of time surveying the 
course or walking the course, if you will.  He also says that he needs as letter to Asaph, 
the keeper of the king’s forest. He is fixed with this building project. Well, if you are 
going to build something you have to have materials to build it. I believe he spent this 
time going over as much as he could what he was going to need to bring with him to 
Jerusalem. 
 
Keep in mind that, again, to the best of my knowledge, he had never been there.  I want 
you to think for a moment what kind of task that was for him to do that, to be able to kind 
of compile a list of things that he was going to need to get the job done. That is why I say 
he spent time planning to facilitate God’s call on his life.  He had to gather information to 
be prepared to ask these things of the king.   
 
He says, “I am going to need a letter to Asaph the keeper of the forest because I am going 
to need building material. I am going to need timber for all these things that when I get 
there need to be built.”  Ok?  He spent time gathering as much information as he could.   
 
I don’t know what records about the city of Jerusalem that may have been available to 
Nehemiah.  I don’t know if there were any maps that were available that outlined the 
footprint of the city, gave the dimensions, the number of gates.  But he had to gather that 
information from somewhere, because he was preparing to fulfill God’s plan for his life. 
And I would like to suggest that as he gathered this information, or one way that he went 
about gathering this information was that he consulted others.  First of all, it was others 
that brought him word of the condition of the city, wasn’t it? So these men, his brother 
and some others, had first hand knowledge. They had been there. They just came back.  
So this information that they had was as fresh in their minds. It was a fresh source of 
information.   
 
I would like to believe that there were others among the children of captivity that maybe 
were still alive who had been carried out or that information had been passed down about 
the city, specific information. And Nehemiah, I believe, spent his four month period of 
time tapping into every possible resource that he could to gather as much information 
about the logistics of getting the job done. 
 
You know, today what would we do? We would send somebody out.  You know, send us 
facts and pictures. Go measure it. We would hop a flight out for the weekend and we 
would fly to Jerusalem and we would get out our tape measure and our surveying 
equipment and we would do all that stuff. Or maybe we would leave somebody there and 
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we would have a question. We would pick up the phone. They would, you know, give us 
information online or whatever.   
 
Nehemiah had none of that. He had none of that, but because he lived in a different time 
or a different culture with different technologies, if you will, doesn’t mean that, you 
know, he didn’t know what he was doing. So I believe he began as part of that surveying 
the course, that he began gathering as much information as he could He began consulting 
others.  You know, the Bible says that there is safety in a multitude of counselors, right?  
Nehemiah didn’t walk into this blind. He didn’t walk into it alone. I believe he consulted 
others and that fact gathering process. 
 
Another thing that he did was he spent time praying. You look throughout the book of 
Nehemiah. It is very common to see that Nehemiah is praying to the Lord.  When he 
brings this... when the king confronts him and asks, “Nehemiah, what is the matter?” You 
are sad.” 
 
Now that was a big deal, because back in that day a servant was not to show sadness in 
the sight of the king. That was a big no, no.  That could cost you your life. And so when 
Nehemiah is approached by the king and the king says, “Nehemiah, what is troubling 
you?” Nehemiah he even says, he said, “I was sore afraid.” This could cost him his life.   
 
Nehemiah now knows it is crunch time.  Ok? And now everything that God has laid on 
his heart is going to be presented to the king and this was the moment of truth. This could 
cost him his life or it could be a tremendous answer to Nehemiah’s prayer. We know 
what the answer was. It was a fantastic answer to Nehemiah’s prayer. All the time that he 
spent surveying and preparing it all comes to bear right at this point and what a story of 
God’s grace and power and sovereignty to take this pagan king’s heart, first of all, make 
him sensitive enough to look at Nehemiah and say, “I know there is something wrong,” 
and then to give him everything that he needed. I mean just total answer to prayer above 
and beyond anything that we could ask or think. 
 
Nehemiah spent time praying about this as he was surveying that course, all the while 
planning and praying and consulting others and gathering information to fulfill the will of  
God.  
 
What does that say for us this morning?  Well, we need to do the same thing. If God is 
calling us to something and, again, if you are a child of God, there is something for you 
to do. It may not be what you think of as great.  It may not be to go out and build a city.  
It may be something that is rather small and it seems mundane to you. Nonetheless it is 
God’s call and you need to be prepared for it. 
 
So there are those of us that just have to get up every morning and go punch a clock and 
God has put us there. That is what he has called us to do right now. And we need to try to 
do that faithfully, as honestly as God enables us to do, to be a testimony for him in that 
work place.  It is God’s call. We need to prepare. Part of that preparation, you know is to 
recognize the call and then to just work at it, to be conscious of it. Nehemiah was 
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conscious of God’s call. So he begins to frame everything that he is doing and thinking 
and praying about to fit that call. And we need to do the same thing. Maybe you are 
retired.  And maybe, you know, you are up in years and you are wondering what God has 
called you to do. Maybe it is to be a faithful husband or a faithful wife and to just love on 
that spouse in a way that honors God and reflects the glory of God to your mate.   I would 
like to say that all of us that are married are called to that, young or old.   
 
There were just so many things that fall into God’s call. It is not always this big, grand 
and glorious enterprise.  It is all the little things of daily life that make up God’s call for 
us.  But we need to understand that. We need to plan for that. 
 
You know, there are times when we just have to plan for those every day things so that 
we will do it in a way that honors God. And I am going to give you a personal example. I 
didn’t plan on this.  This just comes to my mind.  I am, at times, a hot headed Irishman 
and Scotchman, ok? That is my nature. I can’t excuse that.  I have to let God transform 
me, ok?   
 
This is personal, but I am going to share it with you. There was... this was back a couple 
of years ago. I think I was home cooking supper and my wife was working and I often 
say that my wife works harder than I do and I really do believe that for a number of 
reasons. I get to drive a van, sit down, take a break. She doesn’t. She is on her feet all 
day.  But I am home making supper, right?  I am great guy. I am making supper. And she 
is... I know she gets off, I am just going to say six o'clock. I don’t remember the time 
right now.  But the time is getting on and, you know, I am just trying to plan this good 
supper and she is coming home and, oh, won’t this be great? And time is getting on and 
she, you know, she should be home by now and if you know anything about both my 
wife and myself, we do like to talk.  And my wife has a wonderful relationship with a lot 
the girls at work and I am like, “Ah, man, she is standing around. She is talking with the 
girls at work again. I just know it.” And I am starting to lose my cool.  
 
Can I confess that to you this morning? I am starting to lose my cool. And time is getting 
on and I am just getting a little bit more unsettled. And you know what, folks? I 
recognize something, that when my wife came to that door, I had an opportunity to either 
minister the grace of God to her or to completely blow it. What was God’s call for me for 
that moment in time? It was to minister the grace of God to my wife, whether she was 
standing around talking to her friends at work or not, whatever kept her from coming 
home at the time that I expected her to come home, my call at that moment in time was 
for me to get a hold of my emotions and minister the grace of God to my wife whatever 
time she came home.  
 
Do you know what I had to do? This isn't bragging. This is just how God works. I need to 
drop to my knees in the kitchen and say, “God, you need to help me here.” And I got up 
from my knees and when my wife came to that door, God had changed my heart.  
 
Do you know why my wife was late that night? Because our daughter Rebecca was 
working later than my wife and my wife, I forget what it was. She went to, I don’t know, 
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Chik-fil-a or something. She got something for Rebecca to eat and drink and to bring it 
back to Becca at work.  
 
My wife’s ministering the grace of God for our daughter and I am getting hot under the 
collar and I have to recognize that this is an opportunity for me to either blow it or step 
up to God’s calling.  
 
Folks, sometimes God’s call is not this huge thing. It is those little every day things. 
Nehemiah was called to a big work, ok?  Rebuild the wall. I am so glad that God does not 
call, hasn’t called me to go do something like that, ok?  I just don’t have the wherewithal 
to be able to do that  unless God enables me. But we nee to survey the course. We need to 
ask God: What is it that we have been called to? And how is it that we are supposed to 
prepare for that? 
 
And I just want to close real quick. I am going to ask us to look over at chapter two 
verses 11 to 16 and just touch on this a little bit.  So it is Nehemiah, I believe, spent the 
four months praying and planning and gathering facts and consulting others. He began 
that survey of the course. He began to walk that course in his mind and prepare for God’s 
call on his life.  
 
Chapter two verse 11 he says: 
 
“So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. And I arose in the night, I and some 
few men with me.”4 
 
There were some of those individuals with whom Nehemiah consulted.  There is more 
support that he consulted others right here.  So he says: 
 
“And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither told I any man what my 
God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither was there any beast with me, save the 
beast that I rode upon.”5 
 
So he tells no one why he is there. The only people that know why he is there is that close 
band of people that traveled with him and perhaps, I believe, the military escort that came 
with him. But somehow I think that Nehemiah parked that military escort outside the city.  
If he brought those building materials with him on that trip, I think he parked the trucks, 
if you will, outside the city.  He shows up with a relatively small entourage and he 
reveals to no one what God is telling him to do. And he begins to physically now survey 
the work that God has called him to do once he is there.  
 
You know, he has done everything that he possibly can in preparation for his arrival. 
Now he gets there and he quietly goes about surveying physically the job that God has 
laid out before him.  
 
                                                
4 Nehemiah 2:11-12.  
5 Nehemiah 2:12.  
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Verse 13. He says: 
 

And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon 
well, and to the dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were 
broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. Then I went 
on to the gate of the fountain, and to the king’s pool: but there was no 
place for the beast that was under me to pass.  Then went I up in the night 
by the brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the 
gate of the valley, and so returned. And the rulers knew not whither I 
went, or what I did; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the 
priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the 
work.6 
 

So right up to the very start of the work—although I would like to suggest the work really 
started a long time ago. Ok, but now he is actually physically there. It is time now to 
begin to muster the crews to get this thing going and what does Nehemiah do?  He 
continues to survey that course. He goes out and he physically looks at the city and, you 
know, I don’t know whether he had a notebook in hand, how {?} but he is processing 
God’s call. He is getting the logistics down. What needs to begin to happen now? He 
continues to survey that course. He begins or he continues to walk that course. 
 
And, you know, as we go through life, there is always another aspect to God’s call.  His 
call isn’t to just do one thing.  I said earlier, it is sometimes it is almost the little things of 
life that make up God’s call.  We need to continually be preparing and asking ourselves 
what ha God called us to and to gather as much information and even to receive counsel 
and to survey that course, to prepare and to plan for God’s call so that when the moment 
to execute that call arrives, we can be ready to do it. And that is what Nehemiah did by 
the grace of God.   
 
So how does this all apply to you and to me?  I said earlier that I loved the book of 
Nehemiah because I just think that there are so many, what I call life action principles, 
that God wants us to know. He writes these things down for our understanding and we 
need to look at them and pull them out and simply this, folks. Going back to the main 
point of the message, that if you are a child of God, you are called to a course of action. 
There is something God wants you to do. It might be this big goal that takes a lot of 
preparation or it might be those daily things like how you relate to your spouse, how you 
relate to your coworkers.  God has called you to something if you are one of his children. 
He has give you gifts, spiritual gifts to enable you. You need to dig in. You need to look 
and try to determine what those are. Counsel with people. 
 
You know, I hope that amongst us that as we see God’s working in another person that 
we take the time to encourage them in that.  We don't always like to go to people and say, 
“Hey, what do you think God is doing in my life?” You know it is really nice sometimes 
to have people come to me, come to you and say, “You know what? I have observed this 
in your life. I think God has gifted you here.” We ought to be looking out for one another 
                                                
6 Nehemiah 2:13-16.  
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and trying to encourage one another when  we see God working so that we help one 
another realize what God is doing in our lives.  So we need to understand that we, like 
Nehemiah have been called to do something and that we, like Nehemiah need to plan and 
we need to prepare. We need to walk that course and really daily we need to consider 
and, Lord, what can I do today that just enables me to fulfill the call that you have put 
upon me, whatever that might be?  
 
So I trust that form all the things that I have said, if you can just go away with that, then I 
will feel that the time has been well spent.  I trust that that will be the case. 
 
Father, we do thank you that we have been able to gather this morning around your 
Word.  Lord, I would ask, once again, that you would continue to challenge our thinking 
about the things that we have looked at, Nehemiah, that as we do so we consider 
surveying or walking the course, planning for your call in our lives that you would enable 
us to finish the course that you have laid out before us. Lord, I pray that we might be able 
to say that we have finished and we have finished well.  Lord, I would ask that you would 
be an encouragement to each one of our hearts today. Lord, no matter where we are in 
that course, whether we are still trying to discover what it is, whether we feel like we 
have gotten off course, whether we feel like we have failed, may you pick us up, may you 
set us back on that course and may we walk wisely and intelligently and informed that we 
might finish well. We pray these things now in Christ’s name. Amen. 


