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Message #81              Matthew 23:37-39 

 

Here are three of the most tragic verses in the entire book of Matthew.  In fact, one writer said 

these verses are the “parting wail of rejected love.”  What Israel had was her King on earth 

prepared to give her the kingdom.  But she rejected Him and, as a result, her program came to  

a screeching halt. 

 

Hundreds of years before this event took place, Moses predicted that Israel would reject the 

Lord, eventually turn back to the Lord and the Lord would ultimately have compassion on Israel, 

give her the land and give her a pure heart (Deut. 30:1-6).  Isaiah predicted that there would 

come a day when Jerusalem would be a place of rejoicing; but before that would happen, it 

would be a place of weeping (Is. 65:18-25). 

 

WHEN GOD’S PROGRAM IS REJECTED, THERE COMES A POINT IN TIME WHEN 

GOD  STOPS  THE PROGRAM EVEN THOUGH IT BREAKS GOD’S HEART. 

 

There are those who think God is such a God of love that He could never do anything negative 

such as send someone to hell.  Well, take a good look at this text.  Jesus cut off an entire program 

with the nation Israel because of her rejection of Him.   

 

PART #1 – Christ’s  emotional  response to the city.  23:37a 

 

The Greek simply repeats Jerusalem twice (Ίερονσαλημ Ίερονσαλημ).  When this construction  

is used in Scripture, it is often an expression of deep sympathy.  For example, David repeated 

Absalom’s name three times when he was grief-stricken over his death (II Sam. 18:33).  Now 

carefully notice a very important point about God: just because Christ’s emotions are grieved 

by what could have been, His emotions did not prevent His judgment. 

 

PART #2 – Christ’s  factual  evaluation of the city.  23:37b 

 

The fact was this–when God sent His prophets to Jerusalem to present His Word so the people 

could be right with God, so God could bless the city and people, they killed them and they stoned 

them. 

 

PART #3 – Christ’s  desire  for the city.  23:37c 

 

Christ’s personal desire for the city was that He wanted to gather together the people of Israel 

and bless her and protect her as a mother hen would provide for, bless and protect her chicks.  

Now this is important imagery because chicks naturally run to their mother for nourishment and 

protection.  No mother hen has to beg her chicks to come to her, they naturally go to her.  The 

natural thing for Israel to do would have been to run to her King just like chicks run to their 

mother.  Had Israel done that, Christ would have taken in the children of Israel, given her the 

land, provided for her and protected her as her King.  That was Christ’s personal desire. 
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PART #4 – Christ’s  eternal  accountability of the city.  23:37d 

 

Because they rejected Him, He rejected them, but not forever. 

 

PART #5 – Christ’s  judgmental  pronouncement on the city.  23:38 

 

W. H. Griffith Thomas says this verse is so sad because it is too late for what might have been.  

Now specifically when Christ makes this statement, He is in the temple because after He ends 

this discussion, He leaves the temple (24:1).  The key focal point of Jerusalem was the temple, 

which is the house of God (Ps. 118:26).  I want you to carefully notice whose house Jesus says it 

is–“Your house.”  Not God’s, not Jesus,’ but yours.  These people had turned His house into 

their house and God says to the nation that your house is left desolate. 

 

The verb “desolate” is the Greek word divorce.  This perfectly coincides with Jer. 3:8-10 which 

says God divorced Himself from Israel.  For over 2000 years, Israel has been left desolate.  

God’s program, for the most part, is not dealing with Jewish people.  In fact, her temple isn’t 

even in existence today.  Things will stay dark “until” (23:29) she says, “Blessed is He who 

comes in the name of the Lord.”  According to Dr. Scofield, there are three “untils” that are 

necessary for Israel to get out of this judgment: “Until” (εως) is an adverb of time which gives a 

quantitative measurement. 

1) This judgment will stand “until” Israel says blessed is Christ who comes (23:39). 

2) This judgment will stand “until” the time of the Gentiles runs its course (Luke 21:24). 

3) This judgment will stand “until” all elect Gentiles have been brought in (Rom. 11:25). 

This judgment will stand until all of these things have come to pass. 

 

PART #6 – Christ’s  judgmental  promise to the city.  23:39 

 

Things are dark for the nation Israel right now and it has been for a long, long time.  However, 

there are bright, shining rays in the future for Israel.  God is not through with Israel forever.  

There will come a day when the nation will see Jesus Christ again and she will be praising God 

for His appearance; in fact, they will be saying, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord.”  They will see the One they pierced (Zech. 12:10).  Zechariah predicts the day they will 

see Him will be a time of great mourning, and that is so true.  They will be in the Tribulation and 

the antichrist will be trying to exterminate every Jew and were it not for the grace of God, he 

would succeed.  But in the darkest hour of Israel’s night, Jesus will come and she will say, 

“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.”  Now it is important to see that not every 

Jew will be thrilled when Christ returns, but a remnant will.  The Pharisees and scribes won’t cry 

blessed is He who come; they will be burning in hell (Matt. 23:33). 
 

PARTING THOUGHTS: 

1. God is gracious to give people plenty of opportunity to repent. 

2. God will tolerate indifference to Him and His Word for only so long. 

3. If God would cut off a program with the nation Israel, He certainly would cut off a 

program with individuals who reject Him. 

4. We will only know what might have been by doing God’s will now. 


