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KJV – II Thessalonians 1:3-9 

 

“A Place Called Hell” 

 Introduction: 

     The reality of Hell is not a popular or pleasant subject in our current day and time, yet it is a 
subject that needs to be preached. Satan is doing his best to desensitize people to the idea of an 
actual Hell. Modern day cartoons on the television and in the newspapers show Satan as one 
standing on a mountain of flames with his pitchfork, with hot flames all around him and his subjects 
in Hell all sitting around lamenting about something and telling jokes.  

     Other types caricature this place as a big party, a place where everyone is just having a good 
time. Satan has caused mankind to totally lose all fear and concern about this terrible place of 
suffering and torment. The Devil has movies out there that make fun of Hell, as one big joke. All 
kinds of things are flooding the market places to take the sting, the dread, the fear and the 
horribleness away from the reality of this place called Hell.  

II Thessalonians 1:3-9 

3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth 
exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth; 

4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your 
persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: 

5 Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: 

6 Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; 

7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, 

8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: 

9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power; 
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     Today we hear about people supposedly dying and going down a tunnel in their near-death 
experiences. There is a light at the end of that tunnel, they say that they have a warm and fuzzy 
feeling and then they come back to life and tell everyone. They comment about it with remarks like 
“death isn’t so bad. I died and went down tunnel, I saw the light and felt really good; now I’m not 
afraid to die!” These new age religions are designed to convince people that Hell is not real and that 
there is nothing to fear. They take the edge off of the truth and the Bible teachings about this real 
place called Hell. 

Isaiah 5:14-15 

14 Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and 
their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. 

15 And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the 
lofty shall be humbled: 

     My friend, Hell is a real place. Isaiah said that it has enlarged itself; it has opened her mouth wide. 
At this very moment, at this very second Hell is receiving another pour lost soul of someone. Some 
father that couldn’t put down the bottle, some mother that couldn’t keep herself at home in the wee 
mid-night hours. Some pour young girl that couldn’t stop with the drugs or some pour teen-aged 
boy in his drunken stupor couldn’t stop chasing the girls.  

     These folks find their self’s in the place called Hell not because of these sins, or not because of 
what they did. My friends they are ushered into their eternal destiny because of what they did not 
do, and is believe in the name of the only begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ with saving faith and 
allow Him to clean them up. So each and every day Hell just enlarges itself with more and more of 
its prey. 

Proverbs 27:20 

20 Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied. 

     Hell is big my friends, it is big enough to accommodate every sinner. There is plenty of room in 
fact vast spans of space extend between her victims. So it will not be a reunion, it will not be fun 
because my friend it is no party! This place is forever hungry, opening her mouth wide to swallow 
up men, women, boys and girls that unseemlying go about in this care free world thinking nothing 
of a Holy God in their unbelief. 

     I want to show you two things this evening in this message. I want to bring out a clear thought 
and then show you possibly two reasons this thought should be important. This is concerning Hell, 
the actual place of suffering and eternal torment. The LORD Jesus Christ preached almost twice as 
much about Hell as He did about Heaven. Have you ever asked yourself why? Why would a merciful, 
holy and righteous God talked twice as much on the subject of Hell as He would Heaven? 

     Before I leave you with the two points, I want to say this; the question answers itself if you know 
anything about the Bible. “The question is this, why would a merciful, holy and righteous God talk 
twice as much about Hell as He would Heaven?” Because of just that very reason, those three 
adjectives that you used to describe Him. Why did Jesus preach so much about Hell? Because He is 
merciful, holy and righteous. And here is the support for this. 
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1. Christ does not want you to go to this real place called Hell: 

     Christ came and died for that very reason, so that you my friend would not have to go to that 
awful place of suffering and torment. He bled and suffered and He died on cruel Calvary’s Cross so 
that you could miss that terrible place of suffering and torment in that place called Hell. 

John 3:16 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

     The LORD Jesus Christ preached twice as much on Hell because God doesn’t want you to go there. 
Even though God doesn’t want you to go to Hell, people must go there because of their unbelief 
which is sin and rebellion against God. They have chosen to rebel against God. With sin natures they 
sin by choice and the place for them is a place called Hell.  

     God gave His Son, and yes Jesus came and died willingly for you my friend. So by His grace 
through faith you can turn to God and place your trust in Him, in Christ and Christ alone. Not in 
your works, your deeds of the Law, your morality or your values or even your religion but faith in 
the LORD Jesus Christ. God bids people through preaching of the gospel and warning people of this 
awful place to repent. Change their direction, let God change your heart your mind, your spirit and 
your soul. Repent today and have faith in the LORD Jesus Christ. Believe today in Him and trust in 
Christ.  

     Sinner, God doesn’t’ want you to go to Hell; He has done everything He can to keep you out of 
that place by sending His Son to die on the cross for you, to be sacrificed for your sin, to rise from 
the dead so wouldn’t have to go to this awful place, this horrible place called Hell. This is one reason 
why a merciful, holy and righteous God preached twice as much about Hell as He did about Heaven. 
Because He is merciful and He died for you. 

2. Christ wants you to understand the realness of this place called Hell: 

     Jesus preached twice as much on Hell because even a slight understanding of that place should 
move people to repentance.  

Luke 16:19-31 

19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 
every day: 

20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came 
and licked his sores. 

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the 
rich man also died, and was buried; 
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23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom. 

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass 
from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 

27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: 

28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 

29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 

30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 

31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead. 

     This rich man didn’t go to Hell because he was rich; he went to Hell because of his unbelief. He 
went to the place of awful torment and suffering because he failed to trust in Christ for his only 
hope of salvation. He came from a good home, with five brothers still at home with daddy. This was 
a good Jewish home because they even had their own copy of the Old Testament, Moses and the 
Prophets. This rich man knew who Father Abraham was and he even knew how to pray. Him being 
rich was not the reason he was in Hell, it was his unbelief.  

John 3:17-21 

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might 
be saved. 

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil. 

20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 
reproved. 

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are 
wrought in God. 
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     Verse 18 tells us that those who believe of the name of the Son of God are not condemned. 
Because before they did believe they were condemned and headed to Hell. But Jesus Christ is the 
only way to keep from going to that awful place of torment and suffering. Because He tells us, I am 
the way, the truth and the life.  

John 5:24 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

     Believing on Him means you are passed from death unto life, you are passed out of that realm of 
condemnation and into the realm of life eternal into the family of God. You will not have to go to 
that awful placed called Hell.  

     Jesus preached twice as much on Hell because He is merciful but He also preached twice as much 
about Hell because He is holy and righteous. Sin has a punishment and this punishment is death, 
that is not the physical death in the sense of just the body dying but that is the second death with 
total separate from God. Eternal torment, suffering and separation from God because He must judge 
sin because of that fact He is holy and righteous.  

Matthew 5:22 

22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of 
the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but 
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 

Matthew 10:28 

28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

     You say, “Brother Doug, I don’t like to use of scare tactics to get people saved!” Well is it really 
scare tactics or is the normal of our culture as humans. Jesus warned them of Hell, was that scare 
tactics or was He just proclaiming the truth? Our society doesn’t just tell us why we shouldn’t break 
the law but it also tells us what will happen if we do. Now is that scare tactics? Society tells us the 
penalties for certain crimes such as being fined or even put in jail, sorry though I forgot you don’t 
like scare tactics. So just ignore them and let me know what happens. 

     Schools do the same they, they don’t just tell students that they shouldn’t smoke or use drugs; 
they show them films of those whose lungs look like pieces of coal and people hacking their insides 
out because they have lung cancer. They tell actual accounts of drug abuse and warn of the 
repercussions of such acts. Oh’ sorry more scare tactics didn’t mean to scare you. 

     Well my friend the same thing applies to Hell. A good preacher can give you all the reasons to go 
to Heaven, but there are times it takes the preaching on Hell to make people realize and understand 
that this place is real, its hot, it’s terrible and no one once warned in their right mind should want to 
go there.  
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     This is why my friend the LORD Jesus Christ preached twice as much on Hell as He did Heaven. 
Because He is a merciful, holy and righteous God He loves people enough to tell them the truth and 
warn them of this place of suffering, a real place, a place called Hell.  

     If your are saved this evening then praise God and shout hallelujah that you are not going to that 
place called Hell. But oh my friend if you are not saved, I hope you will not leave this place without 
receiving Christ, because He is your only way to keep from going to that awful place called Hell. If 
you leave here this evening and go home unsaved, I hope that I have stirred you enough with the 
warnings of this place that when you lay your head on your pillow tonight you will see the horrible 
scenes of this awful place, this real, actual place, this place called Hell and it will bring you to 
repentance and saving faith in Christ. God bless you. 


