
           David Escapes and Ahithophel Takes His Own Life  

Call to Worship:  Psalm 40:4-5       Hymn #681- I Will Sing of My Redeemer 
1st Scripture:  2 Samuel 17:1-14           Hymn #746- O Save Me By Thy Name  
2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 17:15-23              Hymn #579- Be Still My Soul 

Introduction:  

 In accordance with God's sovereign purpose, David's friend Hushai, has succeeded in 

defeating the good counsel of Ahithophel.  Now, Hushai has time to warn David, so that David 

can escape, and prepare himself to face Absalom's army, on the other side of the Jordan River.   

 This morning, we follow David, who, at the warning of Jonathan and Ahimaaz (the sons 

of Abiathar and Zadok), escapes.  And furthermore, we will consider the ruin and destruction of 

Ahithophel. 

I.  David Escapes 

 Hushai, then, reports to Zadok and Abiathar, all that has transpired, so that they, through 

their sons, can bring word to David, preparing him for Absalom's attack.  And they will compel 

David to immediately cross over the Jordan, lest they be swallowed up by Absalom and his army, 

having no time to cross, when they arrive.  [Note: Hushai is preparing for the worst; he is not 

certain that his counsel will be followed or that Absalom might not return back to the counsel of 

Ahithophel--vs. 21.  However, the affects of his counsel, prove that it was, indeed, taken...David 

has time to escape]. 

 However, a challenge arises, when Zadok and Abiathar, seek to pass this information on 

to their sons, Jonathan and Ahimaaz, who would be responsible for relaying the critical 

information to David.  Jonathan and Ahimaaz were stationed just outside the city of Jerusalem, at 

a place called, En Rogel.  For some reason, which we are not given, it would have been 

dangerous, inviting great suspicion, if they had traveled into Jerusalem, which was, at the time, 

apparently beyond the scope of their responsibility.  And so, Zadok and Abiathar, cautiously send 

word to Jonathan and Ahimaaz, via a trustworthy, female servant.  From there, they could 

attempt to flee to David, hopefully inviting no suspicion to a counter-conspiracy, since they were 
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not located in Jerusalem.  And so, being at En Rogel, gave them the advantage of being outside 

of the scope of Absalom's watch, as it were [*Perhaps, this is why they dared not come into 

Jersualem, in the first place?  They wanted to avoid being exposed as "spies," by going in and 

out of the city].  No doubt, people coming and going, into and out of the city, would have been 

viewed suspiciously, at this time.  But a slave girl, was perhaps, the best means of passing under 

the radar of suspicion. 

 Needless to say, the slave woman, fulfills her mission, and delivers the message to 

Jonathan and Ahimaaz, who in turn, head out to find David.  But, at some point in their journey 

eastward, we are told that, a young lad saw them and reported back to Absalom.  And you 

thought that, that only happened in the movies?  Now, the critical message is in danger of never 

reaching David!  And so, Jonathan and Ahimaaz, travel over the Mount of Olives, and head into 

the city of Bahurim, beyond the base of the eastern slope.  And there, they find refuge at a man's 

house, who would help hide them, lest they be discovered by Absalom's servants, when they 

arrive.  They climb down into a dried-out well, and the man's wife, covers the opening of the 

well, and spreads ground grain on top of the covering, giving the impression that she was drying 

out the grain there.  And it worked. 

 Absalom's servants arrive, looking for the two men, and the woman tells them that they 

have already crossed the Jordan River.  They continue to search the city, and when they are 

unable to find them, they eventually return to Jerusalem.  And so, when the coast is clear, 

Jonathan and Ahimaaz come out of the well, and successfully make it to David.  They relay the 

message, and immediately, David and his men, cross over the Jordan River.  By morning light, 

everyone is safely on the eastern side of the Jordan, and Hushai's mission is accomplished.  

David has escaped, and Ahithophel's wise plan, is no longer achievable.   

 And along with the defeat of the plan, follows the destruction of the planner.   

II.  Ahithophel Takes His Own Life 

 "Now when Ahithophel saw that his advice was not followed, he saddled a donkey, and 

arose and went home to his house, to his city.  Then he put his household in order, and hanged 

himself, and died; and he was buried in his father's tomb" (vs. 24). 
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 Here, we see the "death of a dream" carried out, and we all ought to take note of it.  And 

Lord willing, we will, in a few moments. 

 Ahithophel obviously finds himself in a position of hopelessness, probably for at least 

two key reasons: 

 1) First, his pride was shattered, leaving his soul without hope of recovery.  Everyone 

knew that Ahithophel, was the man to whom you would turn, for wise counsel, and no doubt, the 

rejection here, knocked him off of his high horse, and completely leveled him.  That is what 

happens when a man of skill, fails to see the handiwork of his Creator, behind his skill.  He 

collapses, when he doesn't meet his standard of expectation.  Pride comes before the fall, and 

here, Ahithophel's fall is utterly devastating.  He is like the Hollywood "washout"; once adored 

by all, sought after by all manner of directors and producers, but now, washed up, and no longer 

in demand.  And he doesn't know what to do with himself, because he is a victim of human 

fickleness.  The same people, who once loved and cheered for him, no longer have any interest in 

him.  And he dwindles away into a state of nothingness, because he is no longer fueled by the 

idolatry of other's praises.  Fresh faces and talent, have now stolen the top spot, on the silver 

screen. 

 2) Secondly, Ahithophel probably knew, that if Absalom had refused to take his advice, 

then he would not prevail.  The immediate disposal of David, was critical to the whole plan.  

Should David get away, recoup, and re-stabilize, Absalom's advantage would disappear.  For, 

David and his men, were mighty men.  Their present weakness was a huge point of infiltration.  

To lose that advantage, could be both costly and devastating.  Ahithophel knew this.  And so, 

adding to the pain of rejection, which scarred his pride, was the reality of a sinking ship, initiated 

by the disposal of good and wise counsel. 

 With shattered pride and the great advantage lost then, Ahithophel goes back to his home 

in Giloh, sets his house in order, and hangs himself.  The dream dies with him, and he is buried 

in his father's tomb.  For him...it's "The End," and Absalom's story is moving toward its sad 

conclusion as well...and all, for what?  
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III.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Brethren, let us then close our time, this morning, by considering a few concluding 

thoughts and applications:  

 1) Ponder the end of those who secure themselves to the praises of men.  It seems to be 

such a wonderful and coveted place, to be "popular"; to be in the "in crowd," and to be among 

the famous, doesn't it?  I can remember, before the Lord saved me, how I lusted after fame.  I 

used to write songs, and I was part of a band, and I dreamt not only of riches and material 

wealth, but of fame.  I dreamt of people shouting out idolatrous praises, women throwing 

themselves at my feet; of being among those, who actually "mean something" in the world.   

 But, at the time, I never really considered...what happens when it all runs dry?  What 

happens when you are stuck in the cycle of trying to maintain your position at the top, in an ever 

changing world, and you just can't do it anymore.  How do you always maintain the standard, 

formed by the expectations that have come with your "rise to fame."  It's like every other idol in 

this world...it doesn't last.  It just demands more and more and more.  It needs to be fed, 

constantly, and the burden of feeding it, is overwhelming and daunting.  It is servitude and 

slavery, in the realest sense.  [Ex: Jackie Gleason] 

 Ahithophel couldn't cope with his counsel not being taken.  Getting a "loss" on the record 

was unmanageable to him.  And friends, that is always the case, for those who fix themselves to; 

for those who feed on, the praises of men.  It is an unseen trap, that is often only realized, when it 

is too late.   

 Young people, there is this severely broken part of your soul, that will always convince 

you that popularity, and being the best, are the most to be sought after, realities in life.  If I have 

the best clothing; if I pull up in the best car; if I play the best in this particular sport; if I have the 

best build; if I can tell the best jokes; if people can only see and recognize me; if I can be 

God...then I will find true and lasting fulfillment.  That is a lie of all lies, and a sure path to utter 

destruction.  It runs contrary to the vey fabric of your CREATED substance, which ought to 

remind you over and over again, that true fulfillment comes, not in being seen for the gifts that 

you may or may not have, but rather, in knowing and loving and serving the God, who has 

fashioned all things for His glory! 
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 Ahithophel could not face his humiliation; he could not remain standing, when he 

realized that he was a mere man, like the rest of us, because he had no relationship with the God, 

who was the very source of his wisdom.  Hungering after, and binding yourself to the praises of 

men, can only lead to destruction.  The end, seems to be eclipsed by the immediate lust, which 

hungers for that which belongs to God alone, but when the smoke clears; when you come 

undone, you will find yourself with no platform to hold you up.  And as far as you have exalted 

yourself; as far up as you have gone, in your own estimation, you will have to fall back down to 

reality, and without a parachute of grace, you will be crushed, when you hit the bottom.  You will 

be without hope and utterly devastated, incapable of getting back on your feet. 

 But, if your identity is in Christ; if you are in union with Him, then, and only then, are 

you firmly secure, on the Rock!  And no matter what winds an waves of reality hit you; no matter 

what you face; no matter what weaknesses are exposed within you, you will stand firm in Him; 

for He cannot be shaken!  And He is what He claims to be!  And He truly deserves all praise, 

because He is praiseworthy.   

 Don't fabricate a foundation of pride, putting confidence in the arm of the flesh.  Rather, 

enter the way of humility; recognize who you truly are; the sinful, frail, mortal, human being, 

and cast yourself on another...on a sure foundation, even the Lord Jesus Christ!  "Pride comes 

before the fall, but God gives grace to the humble!"  We are all expendable.  The world doesn't 

need us.  History doesn't look to us, for any measure of assistance.  God alone sits on the throne 

of independency.  We desperately need Him.  We are privileged to exist, because of Him.  

Recognizing, embracing, and living in the light of these realities; securing ourself to a whole-

hearted dependence upon Christ...that is the way of true freedom!  That is the place of rest, for 

weary, overburdened, heavy laden, frail souls! 

 2) Brethren, let us see here again, another caution; another warning sign, as it were, 

which would compel us to do all to persevere in our walk with Christ.  There are numerous idols 

in this world (without number), which the enemy of our souls, would constantly employ, as a 

means of seeking to turn us away from, and therefore, against our Lord Jesus Christ.  If we don't 

constantly shake our hands out; if we don't strive, daily, to maintain a loose grip on this world, 
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then we ought not to be surprised, when our true colors are revealed, and we are brought into the 

deplorable category of a "betrayer"; a betrayer of the Son of God! 

 God has plastered such examples as Ahithophel and Judas Iscariot, before our eyes, so 

that we might live within the constant light of reality, recognizing without fail, the end of the 

betrayer.  Ahithophel sold David out, to secure some greater interest in a kingdom of flesh; in a 

kingdom of this world.  And Judas Iscariot sold our Lord Jesus Christ out, for thirty pieces of 

silver!  And how long did their coveted dreams last?  How long was it, until they both, found 

themselves hanging on a tree, by their own hand?  Oh, what a deplorable and tragic end, for the 

betrayer; for those who once walked with the king, as it were; those who counseled with him, 

and benefitted from all of his graces.  But now, they sold him out, for a mere bag of sand, unto 

the destruction of their own lives and their never dying souls.  You ever wonder, why we are told 

that Judas's insides; his intestines came out?  Why the gory details?  Unless, to paint the picture 

of utter dread, shame and horror; the picture of a carried out curse; one, whose profession was 

inconsistent with his heart; one whose insides, did not match what was portrayed on the outside, 

until they were finally revealed.  Until that which was inside, was finally brought out, revealing 

the true nature of the individual, who looked so "Christian" beforehand.  Is it not a reminder to 

us, that, in the end, every hidden thing; all the thoughts of the heart, will be revealed? 

 Let us endeavor, brethren, to be found in Him, when we stand before Him!  Let us fight 

the good fight of faith and lay hold of eternal life, holding loosely to this life.  For, we can be 

certain, that there are far, far more Ahithophel's and Judas's, that have lived beneath this sun, in 

all generations.  Let the betrayer's "end," leave a deep imprint upon our hearts and souls, so that, 

all the more, we might finish this race, hearing the words granted to all of the faithful (faithful = 

opposite of betrayer), "Well done, thou good and faithful servant!  Enter into the joy of your 

Lord!" 

AMEN!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 
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