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When God Doesn't Make Sense

1 Kings 17:3-14

Prayer:   Father, I just thank you for your grace, I thank yo u for 

your goodness, I just thank you for who you are, an d the gift that 

you've given us of your son.  Father today again, w e just want to 

open up your word, we just want to look into the li fe of your 

servant Elijah, we thank you for his life, we thank  you for the 

ability to look into it and to glean from it and to  grow from it 

and to understand it.  And again for that we need t he presence of 

your Holy Spirit, so I pray that you would accompan y us as we delve 

into your word and that you give us the ability to make it a 

permanent part of our lives.  We pray this in Jesus ' name.  Amen. 

Well, we are looking at the story of Elijah.  We've  been in this 

for a couple of weeks now, and Elijah was God's pro phet sent into 

the throne room of wicked Ahab and Jezebel, and he was sent there 

to deliver a formal punishment for Israel's wickedn ess.  It's in   

1 Kings 17:1 , it says:  Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in 

Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of Isra el, lives, 

before whom I stand, there shall neither be neither  dew nor rain 



these years, except by my word."   Now we spoke last time about the 

great courage Elijah had shown first by speaking re al truth to real 

power.  Elijah was not intimidated by Ahab and Jeze bel's pomp and 

by their power.  And secondly because Elijah took t he initiative.  

He didn't wait for them to come to him.  He brought  God's demands 

to them.  And then thirdly by trusting in God's sov ereignty.  

Elijah knew that it was well within Ahab and Jezebe l's power to 

torture him, to execute him, but it didn't matter, he chose instead 

to trust in God.  

And so last time out we looked at what God's respon se to Elijah was 

directly after this incident took place, and we saw  that in spite 

of the many, many times that God had used his proph ets to 

powerfully bring down judgment on God's enemies, th is time God told 

Elijah to run and hide.  And so we look at 1 Kings 7:3  which speaks 

of that.  It says this:  And the word of the LORD came to him  -- 

this is to Elijah -- "Depart from here and turn eastward and hide 

yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the  Jordan.  You 

shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded th e ravens to feed 

you there."  So he went and did according to the wo rd of the LORD.  

He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east  of the Jordan.  

And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the mo rning, and bread 

and meat in the evening, and he drank from the broo k.   So Elijah 

goes from the situation of great power to one of co mplete obscurity 



where really the only break in the monotony is the food that he's 

getting, the morning and evening meals that are bei ng brought to 

him by birds and his need for water is met by the b rook Cherith.  

And he stays there for quite a while, we don't know  exactly how 

long, but it was probably at least a year.  We know  that he stayed 

until at least until verse 7 because verse 7 says:  And after a 

while the brook dried up, because there was no rain  in the land.   

And so Elijah is left literally high and dry.  

So we looked last time at what to do when God seems  to make no 

sense because life at this time must have made very  little sense to 

Elijah.  And we saw at that point the importance of  understanding 

God's plan, God's patience, and finally seeing our world and our 

circumstances through God's perspective.  And I sup pose I could 

call this message "When God Doesn't Make Sense, Par t Two," because 

I did part one last week.  And this week I want to focus on making 

sense of the first part of what I've just laid out in that three-

part plan and that is God's plan, because the patte rn that we're 

going to be looking at once again seems to defy per sonal logic, and 

in fact God's plan often does.  Now just remember G od's plan in 

Elijah's life and our life as well is to grow him a nd us in our 

ability to trust.  And to do that, God sought to gi ve Elijah a firm 

foundation in the understanding that God was, accor ding to Psalm 

46:  Our refuge and strength, a very present help i n trouble.   



God had a plan for Elijah.  God has a plan for ever y single one of 

us.  And the sooner that we realize that there is a  plan, the 

easier it 's going to be to trust God when life real ly doesn't make 

much sense.  You see, Elijah's plan stands out now with crystal 

clarity because we're not the ones who are living i t out.  We're 

not the ones that have to go through it day by day and we get to 

see God's plan for Elijah with the benefit of thous ands of years of 

20-20 hindsight when every baffling and bewildering  detail has now 

fallen into place.  I mean, what made no sense to E lijah as he was 

living it now makes perfect sense to us.  You see, God was going to 

put Elijah through a series of challenges each desi gned to grow his 

ability to put his trust in God.  And so God's plan  for his life, 

it looks more like the life of a prize fighter work ing his way 

through these minor bouts and these minor skirmishe s all the while 

he's perfecting his technique until he's getting re ady for the 

championship bout that's going to take place on Mt.  Carmel.  

Scripture gives us the ability to clinically assess  Elijah's life 

really at the ten thousand foot level.  So we get t o see in space 

and time Elijah's life journey and it's all laid ou t for us and so 

we can look at it and we can connect the dots to se e why God was 

doing what he was doing.  And so it all makes sense  to us now.  

Well, that wasn't the case on the ground as Elijah was living his 

life day by day.  And so his struggle was to make s ense of what 



didn't make sense, and when that failed, his strugg le was simply to 

learn how to trust.  God told Elijah, it's time to start moving 

again, and the way he tells him it is by drying up all of his 

resources.  Again, that makes sense to us, I mean, we're now 

looking at the ten thousand foot level.  Food and w ater is what was 

keeping Elijah at the brook and God wants him somew here else, and 

so God moves him.  And like I say, it makes sense t o us; I doubt it 

made very much sense to Elijah.  

40 years ago God did the exact same thing for Janic e and myself.  

God had determined to move us from San Francisco to  Port Jervis.  

Now there's a move, San Francisco to Port Jervis.  And the way he 

did that was to dry up our resources in San Francis co.  We had 

spent the two previous years praying as to whether or not God would 

allow us to move back east and we were awaiting God 's timing when 

he just began drying up our west coast stream.  The  rent on my shop 

almost doubled, we lost our apartment, all the work  that I had 

seemed to dry up overnight, then we got an offer to  come east and 

to look for a home.  I have no doubt whatsoever tha t God was moving 

us in the exact same way that he was moving Elijah.   But here's the 

hard part.  It took many, many years for me to see that as an 

absolute certainty.  You see, the passage of time h as given me a 

vision of God's plan for my life that has made sens e of many of the 

events that were baffling while they were happening .  See, my 



understanding of God's plan for me, it 's not yet at  the ten 

thousand foot level, I mean, that really only happe ns when you're 

done and your life story is finished.  But now it's  up there, it's 

about the two thousand or three thousand foot level  instead of ten 

thousand, and I certainly can't see what God is doi ng all of the 

time, but much of the time God's plan for my life h as become a lot 

more clear.  Now my sitting here speaking to you th is morning was 

all part of his plan, and you can imagine how I cou ldn't have 

imagined that when I was in San Francisco.  I mean,  I'm not saying 

I didn't trust God and I'm not saying that I didn't  believe him 

when it seemed like he was moving us, but he was mo ving us by 

drying our stream as well.  Just like Elijah, it ta kes a 

perspective of years to make things that look awful ly gray look 

black and white.  

And so of course Elijah was being moved by God by d rying up the 

stream but so was the logical outcome of Elijah's p rayer.  I mean, 

God is -- Elijah is praying for the heavens to dry up, and they 

did.  But as he watched the stream go from normal t o low, to 

nonexistent, he may not have realized that God was doing something 

in his life that was far more important than even f ood or water.  

It is what God does in the lives of his children.  He is growing 

faith in Elijah.  And he grows faith in us the same  way, sometimes 

in tiny little baby steps, sometimes in great quant um leaps, often 



times just through the day in, day out daily grind of living 

because that is God's plan for us.  God is about th e business of 

growing your and my ability to trust in him just li ke he did in the 

life of his son, the one in whose image we are bein g shaped and 

molded, and that process will inevitably include pe riods of time 

when God is simply bewildering.  

I mean, do you think Jesus ever got bewildered?  Le t me suggest one 

example that we see recorded in scripture.  Jesus w as only 12 at 

the time and he had this Elijah-like moment when he  was in the 

spotlight, he's in the temple, he's teaching, and h e's being taught 

by the great religious leaders, and according to Go d's word, he 

astounded them.  Then God did to Jesus the exact sa me thing that he 

did to Elijah.  He moved him from the center of pow er and prestige 

right back into obscurity.  You see, the Father was  determined to 

grow some things in the son that required what must  have seemed 

like a bewildering turn of events.  I mean, one day  Jesus at 12 is 

instructing the religions leaders at the temple in Jerusalem, the 

next day he's back up cleaning wood shavings from h is father's 

carpenter shop.  You don't think Jesus ever wondere d at that point 

what was this all about?  I mean, we saw that very question applied 

when we looked at the opening lines of Isaiah's ser vant song and 

Isaiah's servant song is this series of prophetic s ongs in the book 

of Isaiah and they're all about Jesus's time of tri al and learning 



when he was on earth as a man.  Isaiah 49:1  says this, it says:  

Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you  peoples from 

afar.  The LORD called me from the womb, from the b ody of my mother 

he named my name.  He made my mouth like a sharp sw ord; in the 

shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished  arrow; in his 

quiver he hid me away.   See, what Jesus is saying is that as God's 

chosen servant he was given the sharp sword, but fo r most of his 

public ministry, it was taken away by God.  You kno w, the sharp 

sword remained hidden in the shadow of his Father's  hand.  Now 

think about it.  Jesus, his genius is self-evident at age 12.  His 

public ministry doesn't begin til l age 30.  That is  18 years of 

God's sharp sword, of God's polished arrow just tuc ked away in 

God's quiver.  I mean, I can say without hesitation  that doesn't 

make any sense at all to me.  I mean, it's God inca rnate in some 

little backwater town in Nazareth.  And God shapes and he molds and 

his carves his servant Jesus and then he puts him a way in a quiver 

for years.  You know, it was God who had given Jesu s his brilliance 

and his wisdom and so he allows that brill iance to flash for a 

brief moment when Jesus is 12 and then just as quic kly it 's taken 

away.  Jesus voluntarily traded life at the center of culture and 

faith in Jerusalem for this obscure existence in hi s father's 

carpenter shop, and yet Jesus never stopped blessin g the name of 

God because he had learned how to trust in God's pl an.  You see, 

that doesn't mean that Jesus never experienced what  it means or 



what it feels like to be utterly mystified.  You kn ow, if we look 

at Isaiah's servant song, it goes on to describe a dialogue that 

takes place between father and son about the nature  of the role of 

Jesus as the suffering servant, and in that we see that 

bewilderment, it says in verse 3, it says:  He -- t hat's the 

father -- He said to me, "You are my servant, Israel, in whom  I 

will be glorified."   And he -- this is the son responding saying, 

"I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength f or nothing and 

vanity; yet surely my right is with the LORD, and m y recompense 

with my God."   You know, this prophesy was written hundreds of 

years before Jesus is even going to be born and yet  he's describing 

his future as his past and he describes this shocki ng level of 

disappointment and frustration and even despair at the ministry 

that he has to undertake.  He says:  I 've labored in vain; I have 

spent my strength for nothing and vanity.   You see, even Jesus had 

times when life didn't seem to make sense, when God 's plan just had 

to be trusted and accepted regardless of the circum stance.  

You know, I don't think God was speaking exclusivel y about the 

cross when he said of Jesus in Hebrews 5:8:  Although he was a son, 

he learned obedience through what he suffered.   You know, some of 

that suffering may well have been trusting in his f ather when his 

father didn't make any sense at all.  You know as a ny parent knows, 

obedience is a breeze when everything makes sense.  You know it's 



only when something's beyond your child's ability t o grasp that he 

has to place his trust in you.  Try to explain to y our two-year-old 

son the benefits of a painful series of shots, how they're going to 

far outweigh the pain.  You know, it 's not very lik ely that the 

secrets of immunology are going to make any sense t o a 

two-year-old.  The only thing that makes sense of w hat appears 

senseless to him is the truth that that little one is able to place 

in mom and dad.  And that's exactly what your heave nly father faces 

when his children are challenged to trust in the fa ce of pain and 

suffering, and that trust only grows the more he or  she has seen 

that God is trustworthy.  Ultimately God's plan is to get us to 

trust in him and not in our circumstance.  And to d o that, he's 

going to have to walk us through times when that tr ust is going to 

be trusted -- tested.  You see, God had a plan for Elijah and now 

we have the benefit of centuries later looking back  at it and now 

we see that plan is relatively easy to see.  Well, what is harder 

for us to see is the idea that God has a plan for m e.  I mean, 

Elijah's this iconic figure in scripture.  Who am I ?  I'm a nobody.  

Why should I believe that God has a plan for me?  W ell, the answer 

is simple and the answer is because God said so; an d he didn't just 

say so, he said it with absolute clarity.  We've he ard him repeat 

his plan so many times that I think we just lose si ght of it as a 

reality in our life.  The plan is Romans 8:28:  And we know that 

for those who love God all things work together for  good, for those 



who are called according to his purpose.   

Okay.  What is the purpose?  What is the plan?  Wel l, God's master 

plan for you and me is to take every single event i n our life and 

point those events toward one goal, one end, and on e purpose.  God 

says if you are one of mine, every single event in your life is 

going to work together towards one ultimate goal, b ut that's where 

many of us stop.  Great.  All things are going to w ork together for 

good.  But here's the catch.  God gets to define wh at that word 

"good" means.  You know, Joel Osteen has made a car eer out of 

falsely defining "good" as health and wealth and pr osperity.  And 

if you jump on his band wagon, he's going to have y ou convinced 

that that is what God's plan for you is, and as lon g as your life 

is going well, it 's going to make sense.  But when you inevitably 

meet the struggles like we see Elijah dealing with,  you're going to 

fault either God or yourself or God's plan when tha t's never what 

God said about his plan at all.  You see, God laid out his plan for 

us in the very next verse.  In verse 29 he says:  For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the  image of his 

Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  

You see, I hate to break it to Mr. Osteen, but God' s son was a man 

of sorrows, a man well acquainted with grief, he wa s a man who 

learned obedience through suffering, he learned in perfect 

obedience to his father and he poured out his entir e life for the 



glory of his father.  For that he was stripped nake d and beaten and 

slapped and spit on and scourged and nailed to a cr oss to pay the 

price of your sin and mine, and that's who God want s to shape and 

mold us into the image of.  And that's what God def ines as good.  

God says my master plan for you is to take every si ngle event in 

your life and use them to shape and mold you into t he image of my 

son.  And every event in your life is designed to g row in you the 

same level of trust that I grew in my son.  That's what God is 

growing in Elijah.  That is God's master plan, to g row that same 

level of trust in you and me, and here's the hard p art.  I 'd much 

rather trust myself.  I mean, God wants me in a pla ce where I'm 

willing to accept that he knows what he's doing reg ardless of what 

circumstance might whisper or shout.  And so God gi ves us time and 

again these blueprints of how he worked out his tru st issues in the 

lives of his saints so that we can see into these l ives the same 

pattern of trust that God is building in our lives as well.  

Scripture is fil led with these plans.  We have the Elijah plan that 

we're looking at right now, there's the Joseph plan , the David 

plan, there's Abraham, there's Noah, there's Gideon , there's all 

the rest of the Old Testament patriarchs whose live s are on display 

for us to see how God worked faith into their lives .  And you know 

what?  Bewilderment was always a part of it.  I mea n, Joseph was 

kidnapped and abandoned, David was hunted like an a nimal and 

betrayed, Abraham was asked to sacrifice his only s on.  Their lives 



in scripture read like a testimony of faith develop ed through 

trials and struggles and temptation, and that's jus t the Old 

Testament.  In the New Testament we have the words of Peter and 

Paul and even Jesus that spell out for us that our faith is going 

to cost us.  We will be bewildered.  Peter says in 1 Peter 4:12, he 

says:  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial wh en it 

comes upon you to test you, as though something str ange were 

happening to you.  But rejoice insofar as you share  Christ's 

sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad w hen his glory is 

revealed.   In 1 Peter 1 , it says this:  In this you rejoice, though 

now for a little while, if necessary, you have be g rieved by 

various trials, so that the tested genuineness of y our faith -- 

more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire 

-- may be found to result in praise and glory and h onor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ.   Understand what Peter is saying here.  

He's saying flat out that what God is after in thes e trials, in 

this bewilderment that we feel is " the tested genuineness of your 

faith -- more precious than gold ."  

Paul sums up God's plan perfectly by describing the  very 

difficulties of his very difficult life were design ed to produce in 

him the very faith that he now possessed.  Listen t o what he says 

in 2 Corinthians 1:8, he says:  For we do not want you to be 

ignorant, brothers, of the affliction we experience d in Asia.  For 



we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength tha t we despaired 

of life itself.  Indeed, we felt that we had receiv ed the sentence 

of death.  But that was to make us rely not on ours elves but on God 

who raises the dead.   You know, Paul's words in the very next 

verse, well, they read like a graduation message th at God wants 

every one of us to be able to say.  This is what he  says in verse 

10, he said:  He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he wi ll 

deliver us.  On him we have set our hope, that he w ill deliver us 

again.   You see, the problem is we can't say that until w e've 

experienced burdens that are utterly beyond our str ength, and few 

of us have experienced this without wondering why i t is that God no 

longer makes sense without being utterly bewildered ?  Jesus himself 

said in John 16, he said:  "In the world you will have tribulation.  

But take heart; I have overcome the world."   

The point is this:  God's plan for Elijah would alw ays involve some 

times of bewilderment, some times that would make n o sense 

whatsoever.  Because if they didn't and everything just flowed 

perfectly and flawlessly and rationally, well there  would be no 

need for faith.  And Elijah's already experienced t his out-of-

the-box response of God to the ultimatum that he's given Ahab and 

Jezebel.  He's already been sent to the hinterlands  and now having 

spent a considerable amount of time in the wilderne ss, once again 

he hears the voice of God.  This is 1 Kings 17:8, it says:  Then 



the word of the LORD came to him, "Arise, go to Zar ephath, which 

belongs to Sidon, and dwell there.  Behold, I have commanded a 

widow there to feed you."   Let me assure you, once again to 

Elijah's ears, these words make no sense at all.  N ow there's three 

aspects of the statement that are easy to miss.  Th ey're in 

Elijah's departure, in his destination, and his eve ntual 

dependency, and in each case we see God using extre me measures to 

grow faith in his servant Elijah.  God just might b e about the 

business of bewildering Elijah.  In order to do tha t, God takes him 

out of his comfort zone and he places him in a situ ation where he 

has no choice whatsoever but to trust in God.  And the very first 

is Elijah's departure.  You know, the brook is drie d up, the food 

is no longer coming, the pressure is on, we look at  that and we 

say, okay, this is a lot of pressure, I can see whe re Elijah is 

having a tough time but then we see, oh, but look w hat Elijah had, 

I mean, he's not like you and me, I mean, he's not stuck trying to 

figure out what to do next, I mean, God actually sp oke to Elijah.  

Oh, but look what he said.  See, the good news is t hat God actually 

told him to depart.  The bad news was the destinati on.  God says:  

"Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, an d dwell there."   

Okay.  Zarephath's about a hundred miles away.  For  us it's a 

straight shot up on I-87 to Albany, that area, not a big deal.  For 

Elijah it's a hard week of travel, it's travel in a  desolate land 

with no protection, no direction, no support, but t hat was the very 



least of Elijah's problems.  You see, God just happ ened to mention 

parenthetically that Zarephath "belongs to Sidon."  Does that sound 

familiar at all?  You see, at the very beginning of  this series, 

remember we were talking about Ahab and how wicked he was and his 

wife Jezebel and how wicked she was, and there had was a little 

geographical fact in our initial introduction to th at.  Let me just 

re-read that.  This is 1 Kings 16:31, it says:  And if it had been 

a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jerobo am the son of 

Nebat, he took for his wife Jezebel the daughter of  Ethbaal king of 

the Sidonians, and went and served Baal and worship ed him.   God 

wasn't sending Elijah to some random town.  He was actually sending 

him into the belly of the beast, into a city of Sid on ruled by 

Ethbaal, king priest of Baal.  Now God's choice was  to send Elijah 

into the wilderness, that may not have made very mu ch sense, well 

then this decision to send him to Zarephath had to make him wonder, 

but when he heard who God told him he was to depend  on, well, he 

must have shuddered.  Verse 9 says, "Arise, go to Zarephath, which 

belongs to Sidon, and dwell there.  Behold, I have commanded a 

widow there to feed you."   It wasn't just that widows were 

absolutely powerless and it wasn't that this partic ular widow was 

so poor that she was down to her last bit of flour and oil, it's 

that this widow was a Sidonian.  She wasn't just an  outsider.  She 

was a member of a people group that were given over  to the worship 

of Baal.  You talk about bewildering.  I mean, cons ider that 



hundreds of years later, Jesus caused a near riot j ust by telling 

his fellow Jews about this very widow.  This is wha t he said in 

Luke 4:25.  This is Jesus's words centuries later in his 

congregation, he says:  "But in truth, I tell you, there were many 

widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the he avens were shut 

up three years and six months, and a great famine c ame over all the 

land, and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in 

the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.  And  there were many 

lepers in Israel at the time of the prophet Elisha,  and none of 

them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian."  Wh en they heard 

these things, all in the synagogue were filled with  wrath.  And 

they rose up and drove him out of the town and brou ght him to the 

brow of a hill on which their town was built, so th at they could 

throw him down the cliff.  But passing through thei r midst, he went 

away.   

See, understand it's been hundreds of years since t hat day, but the 

mere mention by Jesus that God had chosen this Sido nian widow to 

save through Elijah is what causes the entire congr egation to want 

to kill him.  It was all part of God's plan.  But i t was part of 

God's plan for the widow as well.  You see, the wid ow represents 

us.  She's the outsider.  She's the Gentile, the on e whom God 

sought out.  We are her legacy.  Romans 1:16  says:  For I am not 

ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of G od that brings 



salvation to everyone who believes:  first to the J ew -- that's 

what they understood -- then to the Gentiles.   That's what they 

didn't understand.  We are the Gentiles that God ha s sought out.  

And understand once again, we're looking at this at  the ten 

thousand foot level.  Now that we have the benefit of thousands of 

years, it starts to make sense.  

You know, God is making a case over and over again that he's no 

respecter of persons, that the gospel was going to be coming to the 

Gentiles, and Elijah was to seek out a widow who wo uld stand as a 

testimony to God's commitment to us outsiders.  Wha t sense do you 

think that made to Elijah?  What kind of bewilderme nt do you think 

he had at that notion?  I mean, to be told he was g oing to be 

dependent on a Gentile widow who was so penniless t hat Elijah's 

first meal was said to be her last.  This is what h appens next.  

This is 1 Kings 17:10, it says:  So Elijah got up and went to 

Zarephath.  When he arrived at the city gate, there  was a widow 

woman gathering wood.  Elijah called to her and sai d, "Please bring 

me a little water in a cup and let me drink."  As s he went to get 

it, he called to her and said, "Please bring me a p iece of bread in 

your hand."  But she said, "As the LORD your God li ves, I don't 

have anything baked."   

Now there's a few things that we can glean from thi s conversation 



that Elijah has.  First of all we see the widow, sh e's gathering 

wood.  She's not out in the woods.  She's in the ci ty gate.  Now at 

the city gate there would be nothing there but a fe w sticks, a few 

particles of junk that kind of fell off a cart that  she's trying to 

grab, just to kind of put together something to coo k something at 

the end and we can see she's clearly at the very bo ttom of the 

barrel,. and Elijah comes up to her and he asks her  for something 

that has now become incredibly precious.  He says, "Please bring me 

a little water in a cup and let me drink."   Remember there's years 

of drought now.  But her response is an almost inst antaneous yes, 

and as she's going to fetch the water, Elijah adds yet another 

burden.  This is verse 11, he says:  As she went to get it, he 

called to her and said, "Please bring me a piece of  bread in your 

hand."  Well, her answer, her answer indicates that she re cognizes 

something about Elijah that's different, and unders tand something 

about her that different as well.  She says, "As the LORD your God 

lives, I don't have anything baked, only a handful of flour in the 

jar and a bit of oil in the jug.  Just now, I am ga thering a couple 

of sticks in order to go prepare it for myself and my son so we can 

eat it and die."   You see, Elijah's not asking her for an ordinary 

bit of food and drink.  He's asking her for the las t resources she 

has.  And what's astounding here is her willingness  to give them.  

But Elijah makes an even more pressing demand.  Lis ten to what he 

says in verse 13.  Then Elijah said to her, "Don't be afraid; go 



and do as you have said.  But first, first make me a small loaf 

from it and bring it out to me.  Afterward, you may  make some for 

yourself and your son."   What do you think about that demand?  What 

do you think about that request?  From the widow's perspective, 

this can't make any sense at all.  It's bewildering .  But what 

we're seeing here is the proof that God's plan is n ot just for 

iconic scriptural figures like Elijah.  It 's also f or outcast 

Gentile widows.  You see, God is working the same k ind of plan in 

her life that he's working in Elijah's so that she,  too, even 

though she's an outsider is being challenged in the  same way to 

stretch her faith before it's even established.  Go d responds to 

her faithfulness with a miracle.  Verse 14.  This i s what happens, 

it says:  "For this is what the LORD God of Israel says, 'The  flour 

jar will not become empty and the oil jug will not run dry until 

the day the LORD sends rain on the surface of the l and.'"  So she 

proceeded to do according to the word of Elijah.  T hen the woman, 

Elijah, and her household ate for many days.  The f lour jar did not 

become empty, and the oil jug did not run dry, acco rding to the 

word of the LORD he had spoken through Elijah.   

So we see as the story progresses that God's not fi nished by a long 

shot with Elijah or the widow.  And if you think El ijah has been 

mystified, wait until the next time when we see how  much he 

stretches not just Elijah but also the widow.  You see, once again 



we have the benefit of this ten thousand foot view of both of their 

lives and we see God's plans and they look like a b lueprint that's 

been tacked on to a house that's already built, and  the problem for 

us is we're still under construction.  And much of what God is 

doing in our lives is seeming bewildering or mystif ying or even 

frightening.  You know why?  It's because we're the  little ones who 

are getting the shots.  And our heavenly Father is constantly 

telling us "The pain is worth it; you just have to trust me."  

There will come a time when God's plan will seem as  obvious and as 

settled in our lives as it was in the lives of God' s saints and all 

of the loose ends and all of the painful unanswered  questions and 

all of the seemingly unanswered prayers will all be  answered in 

ways that we will find absolutely satisfying.  

Here's the question.  Do you believe that?  I mean,  do you believe 

that God not only has a plan for Elijah but that he  has one for 

Bill and Sam and Sue and Mary?  You see, to the ext ent that you do 

believe will be the extent that you trust God in th ose areas that 

you don't have any answers for.  Just knowing and b elieving that 

God has a plan makes all of the difference in the w orld.  You know, 

I certainly didn't plan on breaking a bone in my fo ot, but I 

believe Romans 8:28 and I believe it absolutely, so  I believe that 

breaking my foot is a part of God's plan.  I mean, I know for one 

thing that I get to meet with my foot doctor repeat edly now over 



the next month or so, so now my foot doctor is part  of God's plan 

for me.  And so far, at this point I know now that he's not a 

believer, he's a conservative, he's pro-choice.  I know that 

because I've engaged him in a conversation, and I e ngaged him in a 

conversation because I believe God has a plan and e verything is 

part of that plan including my foot doctor and my b roken foot.  My 

foot doctor knows that I'm a Christian, that I'm a pastor, that I'm 

a pro-life person and that I believe the reason why  our country is 

in such a mess is that we have turned our back on G od.  He knows 

that, he doesn't buy it, but he knows that.  And it 's okay that he 

doesn't buy it because it's not my job to get him t o buy anything.  

It's my job to understand God's plan for me and to speak truth 

about it, and so my goal here, part of God's plan i s for me to get 

the opportunity to give him the gospel.  Now, my th inking is part 

of God's plan for my broken foot is that this docto r gets to hear 

the gospel.  And if he hears it, accepts the gospel , I'm going to 

praise God.  If he hears it and rejects the gospel,  I' l l be 

disappointed, I' l l be sad for him, but I' l l still p raise God 

because I know that's how God's plan is played out.   

Let me just use a football analogy here 'cause I lo ve to drag 

football into whatever I can.  One of the reasons t hat I love to 

watch football is because it's something that requi res a lot of 

precision.  And for those of you who don't follow i t, you know, 



when a receiver goes out for a pass, it 's not like it was when 

you're playing high school or ballpark football whe n you're just 

playing with your friends, it's not something where  the guy goes 

out and he runs down the field and he shouts for th e quarterback to 

throw him the ball because that would take way too much time and 

the game is played at the professional level so fas t that it would 

be intercepted every single time.  So when a guy ru ns out for a 

pass, he runs what's called a route, and he runs th at route because 

more often than not he knows exactly where he has t o be because the 

quarterback is not throwing it to him, he's throwin g it to a spot.  

So if he runs the route in the right way, when he t urns, the ball 

is already there because the quarterback threw it t o his back when 

he didn't even see it.  Well, that's how God is wor king in our 

lives.  That's how God's plan works itself out in m y every day 

life.  He's already thrown the ball.  I just have t o turn around 

and look for it.  I mean, sometimes it's a touchdow n, sometimes 

it's a dropped pass, sometimes it's an interception  depending on 

how good a route I've run, but here's the point, th e point is I'm 

not just randomly running and hoping.  There is a g ame plan and 

there's a guaranteed victory.  God has a plan for e ach of us, and 

all God is asking us to do is run the race and play  the game as 

best as we can.  And that's why God says in Ephesians 2:10:  For we 

are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in th em.   God's 



saying the ball's already in the air.  

Do you believe that God has a plan for you?  That's  the question.  

You see, a hundred years from now in the year 2114,  the plan for 

you and me will be as crystal clear as Elijah's pla n is to us 

today, because we'll be able to see it at the ten t housand foot 

level.  Today we see most of God's plan from ground  level, and 

sometimes it just doesn't make sense.  But someday,  I promise you, 

it will.  But I don't want to wait until my life is  over to look 

back on it and realize, okay, now I know it was all  part of his 

plan.  God says we don't have to.  God says we can decide to trust 

him today while the plan is still unfolding, while the ball is 

still in the air.  You know, if l ife is hard and Go d seems silent 

and life doesn't seem to make much sense, know also  that this was 

God's plan for each of his children at some point i n their lives.  

And in conclusion, take comfort in Paul's words.  H e says:  Indeed, 

we felt that we had received the sentence of death.   But that was 

to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who rai ses the dead.  

He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he wi ll deliver us.  

On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us  again.   Let's 

pray.  

Father God, I do thank you.  I thank you for the pl an that you had 

for Elijah, I thank you for the clarity with which we can see it, I 



thank you for taking us in scripture up to the ten thousand foot 

level to see it all laid out, and Lord, as we look at Elijah's life 

and we walk through it day by day, we realize how b ewildering so 

many of those aspects of that plan must have been.  And Lord, we 

reflect on those times when it's bewildering to us,  and Lord, we 

realize that you do have a plan that's not going to  become 

crystally clear until we're up at the ten thousand foot level, but 

now today on ground level day by day, day in, day o ut while we go 

through the grind of living, give us the grace, giv e us the ability 

and the faith to trust that you know what you're do ing and that you 

have a plan for each of us.  And I pray this in Jes us' name.  Amen.   


