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CONVERSION: JESUS CALLS MATTHEW 

Introduction 

The word ‘conversion’ is a religious term, but it means different things in different religions. 

Converting to Christ is a new willingness to follow him – a complete change of heart, but it happens 

in various ways. 

Jesus called Mathew to follow him. It turned his life around, but met with immediate criticism. Jesus 

used that criticism to explain his mission. 

 

Jesus turned Matthew’s life around 

Matthew’s conversion was different from that of some other people.  

 The record does not show a crisis of conscience like the Publican in the Temple 

 There was no dramatic vision like Saul of Tarsus. 

We should note what the Holy Spirit has not recorded 

 There is no indication of any previous conviction of sin – though his changed life shows that 

Jesus taught him. 

 There is no indication of any previous longing for God – his lifestyle suggests there was not, 

but we cannot judge such matters. 

 There is no indication that he had met Jesus before – though it is possible 

The Spirit focuses our attention on one thing only. Jesus called him to follow – and he did.  

That teaches us something about conversion. Experiences vary; but Christ Jesus calls us, and 

conversion is our response to that. 

Matthew had a history –the Spirit does make us aware of that – for a purpose. 

 His occupation as a tax collector made him a social outcast – working for the occupying 

power and (allegedly) profiteering. 

 For that reason such people tended to associate with others who were excluded from 

‘respectable’ society – tax-collectors and sinners’. 

Jesus made a point of calling Matthew to be one of his disciples.  

 He took the initiative – it was not a response to anything Matthew had done. 

 This was the opposite of other situations where people came to Jesus of their own accord.  

 Matthew’s reputation was no barrier to Jesus’ calling him. Indeed, it looks as if Jesus was 

making the point that he wanted people like that. 

 Social expectations had no effect on Jesus’ actions – he did what was right no matter the 

consequences. 

 The gospel is God calling us – and he calls people indiscriminately – the Matthews as well as 

the Nathaniels.    

 People misunderstand the gospel today just as they misunderstood Jesus then. 

Jesus was giving Matthew a wonderful blessing 

 Matthew would be publicly identified with the Son of God 
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 Matthew would be in Christ’s service 

 Matthew would be a new person in every way – identity, spirit, and lifestyle 

This shows that Jesus’ call is a matter of divine generosity, not what we deserve. 

 He chose the outcast 

 He disregarded public opinion 

 How dare we reject those whom Christ calls? ‘Receive one another.’ That is the Pharisee 

speaking. 

Jesus’ call has an immediate effect. 

 He took Jesus to his home. Christianity is not for public events only; it is a matter of heart 

and mind, and it permeates every aspect of our life. 

 He showed Jesus hospitality. Its loss diminishes the life of the church.  

 He used this as an evangelistic opportunity. He wanted his friends to meet Jesus and did 

what he could to make that happen. How different from the ‘just me and my family’ religion 

that goes for Christianity is some places. 

 How different from ‘supermarket religion’ where people only go for what they can get – 

where is the love for God or man?! 

The gospel is Jesus calling us. 

 ‘Return to me, and I will return to you.’ 

 ‘Make disciples of all nations’ – no one is excluded from this call. 

 

The Pharisees’ challenge led Jesus to explain himself 

They asked his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ 

 They were using the disciples to get at Jesus. That is why the church is persecuted – e.g., 

‘Saul, Saul, who do you persecute me?’ Jesus pronounced them blessed when that 

happened (Beatitudes).  

 They may have been trying to undermine the disciples’ confidence in Jesus by suggesting he 

was acting improperly.  

 Their man-made rules forbad such associations in order to avoid ritual impurity – they would 

not go near such people in case they became contaminated. Yet they had many sins of their 

own.  

 They assumed God would welcome people who kept to the religious rituals and that he 

would reject the likes of Matthew.  

Jesus replied by quoting from Hosea 6:6 – ‘I choose mercy rather than sacrifice.’ 

 The prophet was referring to his contemporaries who were content to practise religious 

ritual but they had little regard for God or man; it was all superficial. God was more 

interested in justice and mercy being practised in their daily lives. 

 Jesus was saying the Pharisees were like that. They were keen on rules (especially man-

made) but showed no love or mercy.  For all their show of religion they did not even 

understand the scriptures.  
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He then explained his mission. 

 ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. … I did not come to 

call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.’ 

 He was saying that people like Matthew needed help – and he was the doctor. He could not 

help unless he came close. Since the Pharisees were so critical of such people they should 

have been the first to help.  

 He implied that when a person is called and converted he will change – ‘to repentance’. The 

Pharisees did not see their sin so they did not come to the Saviour – they had no heart to 

change.  

What is our perception of Christianity? 

 Some people think of it as threatening – a list of demands. The call to love God and one 

another can only be considered threatening if we are determined not to do these things. 

 Some say, ‘It’s not for the likes of me.’ Jesus’ treatment of Matthew shows that is untrue. 

The worse the sinner they greater Jesus’ interest in healing them from their sin. 

 Others say, ‘I have not repented enough; I have not had enough sorrow for sin; I have never 

had a spiritual experience.’ That is untrue – we do not read of any of these things in 

Matthew’s story – Jesus just called him. 

 What shall we do with Jesus’ call? You may think you are the most unlikely person – after 

Matthew. Jesus is calling you. ‘Return to me, and I will return to you.’ ‘Take words with you, 

return to the Lord.’ ‘He left all, rose up, and followed him.’ 


