


 Mark 4:35-41  

 “That day when evening came, he said to his 
disciples, ‘Let us go over to the other side.’ 
36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him 
along, just as he was, in the boat. There were 
also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall 
came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so 
that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the 
stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke 
him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if 
we drown?” 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and 
said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind 
died down and it was completely calm. 40 He said 
to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you 
still have no faith?” 41 They were terrified and 
asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind 
and the waves obey him!” 

 



 

The Sea of Galilee 

13 miles long, and 8.1 miles wide  

(maximum depth 150 ft.) 

680 feet below sea level   

 





1986 - a wooden vessel from the  
1st century was discovered  

26 by 7 feet  (Holds 15 men) 



“A furious squall came up, and the waves 

broke over the boat, so that it was nearly 

swamped” (Mark 4:37) – “they were in 

great danger” (Luke 8:23). 



Eight point overview of the scene 

 

1. After a long day of teaching…  

  

 “Again Jesus began to teach by the 
lake. The crowd that gathered 
around him was so large that he got 
into a boat and sat in it out on the 
lake, while all the people were along 
the shore at the water’s edge. He 
taught them many things by 
parables..” (Mark 4:1-2). 

 



2. Withdraw from the crowds…  
  

 “When he was alone, the Twelve and the others 
around him asked him about the parables. He told 
them, ‘The secret of the kingdom of God has been 
given to you. But to those on the outside everything 
is said in parables so that, ‘they may be ever seeing 
but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never 
understanding; otherwise they might turn and be 
forgiven!’ Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you 
understand this parable? How then will you 
understand any parable?”… With many similar 
parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as 
they could understand. He did not say anything to 
them without using a parable. But when he was alone 
with his own disciples, he explained everything” 
(Mark 4:33-34). “That day when evening came, he said 
to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” 
Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just 
as he was, in the boat” (Mark 4:10-13; 35-36). 

 



3. An unexpected windstorm… “A furious 
squall came up (a fierce gust of wind), and 
the waves broke over the boat, so that it was 
nearly swamped” (Mark 4:37). 

4. Jesus is sleeping… “Jesus was in the 
stern, sleeping on a cushion” (Mark 4:38). In 
peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you 
alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety” 
(Psalm  4:8). 

5. Troubled disciples… “The disciples woke 
him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care 
if we drown?” (Mark 4:38). (Rudely awakened 
with an attitude of impertinence and a tone of 
rebuke) 

 



6. Rebuking a storm of nature… “He got up, 
rebuked the wind and said to the waves, 
“Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down 
and it was completely calm” (Mark 4:38). 

 

7. Rebuking his disciples… “He said to his 
disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you 
still have no faith?” (Mark 4:39-40). 

 

8. Terrified disciples… “They were terrified 
and asked each other, “Who is this? Even 
the wind and the waves obey him!” (Mark 
4:41). 

 



For deeper reflection 

 

1. The humanity of Jesus   

  

– Rest and removal from the crowds. 

Jesus was so exhausted that the 

raging storm did not wake him.  

 

– He chose to rest while the others 

tended to the boat. 

 



Humanity of Jesus 

 “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too 
shared in their humanity so that by his death he 
might break the power of him who holds the 
power of death—that is, the devil— and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
their fear of death.” … For this reason he had to 
be made like them, fully human in every way, in 
order that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in service to God, and that he 
might make atonement for the sins of the 
people” (Hebrews 2:14-15,17).  

 



2. The will of God and a storm 

 

 “When Jesus ‘gave orders to go over to 
the other side’ (Matthew 8:18), He knew 
the storm was coming. He is omniscient 
John 2:25);  even with a storm brewing, 
He decided to launch out to sea. The Lord 
never promised we will never see a storm 
in life (as a matter of fact, He has told us 
to expect trouble, (John 16:33). Rather, He 
has promised that He will be with us in 
the storm. He will never leave His children 
alone in the midst of trouble” (Got 
Questions). 

 



3. Faithless disciples (38-41) –  

  

 They didn’t wake Jesus because they knew 
he could calm the storm but to express their 
frustration. They were amazed when he did 
calm the storm –which implies that they 
didn’t grasp who Jesus was. They tried 
everything they could think of and 
concluded that the end was near. When they 
asked if he cared, they were not asking, 
“Why don’t you solve this?” but why doesn’t 
it bother you that we are all perishing. Not a 
request but a protest against his apparent 
indifference. 

 

 



 

An attitude of impertinence  

and a tone of rebuke 
 

Mark 5:30-31 - At once Jesus realized that power had 
gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and 
asked, “Who touched my clothes?” “You see the people 
crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet 
you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’”  

Mark 6:35-37 - “By this time it was late in the day, so 
his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they 
said, “and it’s already very late. Send the people away 
so that they can go to the surrounding countryside and 
villages and buy themselves something to eat.” But he 
answered, “You give them something to eat.” They said 
to him, “That would take more than half a year’s 
wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread 
and give it to them to eat?” 

 

 



5. The Lord over creation – Jesus 

rebuked the storm (Deity of Christ) 
 

Remember that… “in these last days he has spoken 
to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom also he made the 
universe” (Hebrews 1:2).  

• “He was in the world, and though the world was 
made through him” (John 1:10).  

• “Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made” (John 
1:2).   

• “For in him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things 
have been created through him and for him. He is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together” 
(Colossians 1:16-17). 

 
 



6. Rebuking the disciples 

 

Mark 4:40 – “He said to his disciples, ‘Why 
are you so afraid? Do you still have no 
faith?’” 

 

–  Not so much their fear at a raging 
storm but their failure to understand 
who Jesus is and to trust His plan. 

 

–  Enough had been said and done 
before their eyes for them to trust Jesus 
to be the Christ the Son of the Living 
God.  



Rebuking the disciples 

 
Mark 7:17-18 – “After he had left the crowd and 

entered the house, his disciples asked him 
about this parable. “Are you so dull?” he 
asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a 
person from the outside can defile them?” 

Mark 8:17-19 – “Aware of their discussion, 
Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking about 
having no bread? Do you still not see or 
understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do 
you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but 
fail to hear? And don’t you remember? 
When I broke the five loaves for the five 
thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces 
did you pick up?” 

 



7. A greater fear – not at the 

storm but at the calm – and 

more specifically at the “man” 

who calmed the storm. 

 

 “What kind of a man is this?”  

Matthew 8:27  

 

 Ποταπός - from what country or 

origin?  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Thoughts from G. Campbell Morgan 

They had discovered in their Master, in that hour of stress and strain and storm, 
followed by quiet and peace and calm, followed again by strange and new rebuke, an 
authority and a power, demanding a more intensive discipleship; and that more 
intensive discipleship had its manifestation in the question, “Who then is this?” All down 
the centuries again and again He has brought men to that attitude through storms. 
A different kind of parable 
 Here was an illustration in their experience.  This also was a parable, a parable not 
in words but in deed, intended to explain and correct an attitude in their own lives.  It 
was a parable made necessary by their dullness; seeing, they did not see; hearing, they 
did not hear, neither had they understood; or, they never would have awakened Him.  
But because they were blind and deaf and dull,  He gave them a parable by stilling the 
tempest; and having done so, suggesting the reason of His absence of concern, and the 
meaning of His sleeping, and why it was unnecessary to wake Him; then He rebuked 
them, and left upon their souls the impression of the teaching of the parable, He 
exercised this parabolic activity of power, in order to remove the dullness that made it 
necessary; and in that hour there was a vindication of what He had said about His 
parabolic teaching; and thus a new authority was set upon all His teaching by reason of 
what He had done. (From: “Gospel of Mark” by G. Campbell Morgan) 
  
 



“What kind of love this?”  

 

I John 3:1  
 

NIV - “See what great love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God!”  

ESV – “See what kind of love the Father 
has given to us, that we…”  

KJV – “Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God…” 

 


