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  The Good Shepherd - II 
John 10:1-18Shepherd” claims you as His own.  

Read John 10:1-18	

The Bible was inspired by the Holy Spirit and given written expression by humble, 

earthy men who were intimately connected with the natural world around them; the world 
of land and sea, livestock and fish, crops and farms. Because of this, much of their 
terminology and teaching is couched in earthy language making use of natural 
phenomena and all kinds of familiar subjects from the outdoors. 	


Knowing the language and lifestyle of your audience is always some of the most 
important factors in effective communication. So when the Son of God came into the 
world He too used many common objects and experiences from the natural world to 
communicate spiritual truth. In John 10, Jesus is wanting to help people understand who 
He is and why He came into the world, so He uses the very common metaphor of a 
shepherd’s relationship with His sheep. 	


Now, it’s important to establish from the beginning that shepherding is really a 
Lordship Issue. Shepherds always relate to their sheep as their leader. A shepherd never 
approaches the sheep in the morning and asks, “What do you want to do today? Where do 
you want to go? Who wants to take the lead?” No, the basic relationship between 
shepherd and sheep consists of two things: the shepherd leads and the sheep follow. The 
shepherd calls the shots. He is their leader, their master, their lord. They graze where He 
wants them to graze. They drink from streams of His choosing. They obey His voice. 	


All of this serves as a picture of God’s relationship with people. He is our Lord, our 
Master, our King. He rules over us with authority, wisdom, and strength and He requires 
that we obey. Witness, for example, the careful wording of the great commission where 
Jesus commands His disciples, “Go into all the world and make disciples of all nations, 
teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you…” (Matt. 28:19-20). You see He is 
calling all men to willingly submit to His rule over their lives. In fact, on a number of 
occasions He makes obedience kind of a litmus test for the authenticity of a person’s 
relationship to Him. For example, He asks in Luke 6, “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
but do not do what I say?” 	


You see, Jesus isn’t out simply to befriend us. He intends to rule us. He is calling all 
men everywhere to repent and submit our lives, our hopes, and our ambitions to Him. 
And this is the rub, isn’t it. This is where human nature rebels against its Maker. Human 
beings love autonomy. We love freedom and independence. We want to be free to do as 
we please without anybody telling us what to do. Today our culture says: No one has the 
right to tell me what to do with my body, my baby, my sexuality, my money, my food or 
my entertainment. I have the right to do as I please. I have the right to marry who I 
please, divorce when I please, and die when it is most convenient for me” To such people 
Jesus boldly and unapologetically says, “Follow me.”	


Jesus came to be Israel’s shepherd. When He said in v. 1 “He who enters by the door is 
a shepherd of the sheep” He was stating figuratively that He had come as God’s 



authorized representative, the Messiah. He came to shepherd His people. He came as the 
authorized caretaker of God’s flock but they (like so many in our day) refused to follow 
Him.	


The question that naturally arises is, Why? Why should I follow Jesus? Why should I 
give up my right to do as I please and follow Jesus instead? That’s a good question. And 
perhaps that’s one of the reasons Jesus chooses to present Himself as a shepherd. And not 
just a shepherd, but the “good shepherd.”	


 You see, the reality is, we all need a shepherd. The prophet Isaiah once said, “All of 
us, like sheep, have gone astray. Each of us as turned to his own way” (Isa. 53:6). And 
that’s not a good thing. 	


This week, Mary Miller sent me the story of Shrek the Sheep. Shrek was no 
ordinary sheep. He was the kind of sheep that lives in the highlands of New Zeeland 
and produced the highly desirable Marino wool. Problem was, Shrek didn’t like to 
be sheared. So every year when shearing season came around he ran off and hid in a 
cave.  In fact, somehow Shrek managed to hide from his shepherds for 7 years. 
When he was finally found his wool had grown so heavy and thick that he could 
hardly see where he was going (let alone walk) because his body had grown over 60 
pounds of wool. When they found him he looked like a giant fur-ball will little legs 
poking out on the bottom. If he accidently fallen into a pod or stream, he most 
certainly would have sunk to the bottom instantly. 	


The metaphor of sheep in our passage here is used to speak to people’s helplessness 
and need for guidance. Why should Jesus be your shepherd? Because there is no one else 
who can care for you like He can. It has been said that “The lot of any sheep depends on 
the type of man who owns it.”  In our case, the Shepherd who would own us is none other 
than God Himself, who is infinite in all His perfections and who loves us with an 
everlasting love. So to say that “the Lord is my shepherd” is to delight in the reality that a 
mere mortal has become “the cherished object of divine diligence.”  This is what we see 1

in John chapter 10. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who Calls, Loves, Leads, Provides for,  
Protects, and then Dies for His sheep. 	


I suspect its going to take a couple weeks to work through all of that so let’s jump right 
in and begin considering why we should give up all pretense of self-ownership and self-
leadership and give ourselves completely to the care of the good Shepherd.	

!

I. The Good Shepherd Calls His Sheep:	

1. Read 10:1-3	

2. Most scholars believe that the sheep pen here is a metaphor symbolizing Israel. Upon 
entering the pen, the Good Shepherd, the true Shepherd – calls His sheep to come out 
from the others, so He can lead them to pasture. 	
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3. From a divine perspective this is what Jesus is doing in the Gospel of John. He is 
calling His sheep to Himself. He is gathering His flock. Normally, a human shepherd did 
this with a distinct whistle or call. In Jesus’ case, however, he calls each one by name. So 
the scene pictures for us Jesus calling every individual, whom the Father had given Him. 	

4. We see this throughout John’s gospel:	


• John 6:37  “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes 
to Me I will certainly not cast out.”	


• John 6:44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and 
I will raise him up on the last day. 	


• John 6:65 “And He was saying, ‘For this reason I have said to you, that no one can 
come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father.’” 	


• John 10:29 “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one 
is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 	


5. This is why Jesus can explain that the reason the Pharisees did not believe in Him was 
because they did not belong to Him: (10:26) “But you do not believe because you are not 
of My sheep.” 	


6. So we see that having Jesus as your Shepherd is not simply a matter of our choosing 
Him. The whole thing begins in the infinite depths of the mind of the Father. We become 
Jesus’ Sheep because the Father gives us to Him. 	

7. Isn’t this what the apostles taught as well? Turn to Eph.1:3-6.	


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose 
us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved. 	


8. You see, becoming one of Jesus’ beloved sheep doesn’t begin with us. It began before 
the foundation of the world when, in the mystery of His providence, God the Father 
chose some to be the special objects of His infinite love and kindness. And He expressed 
that kindness by giving them as a gift to His Son. 	

9. To Israel the Lord said (Isaiah 43:1), “But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O 
Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
called you by name; you are Mine! 	

!
!
10. Do you want to know why Jesus is worthy of your trust as Shepherd of your life and 
soul? It is because He chose you and loved you before the foundation of the world. Long 
before you were born He set His affection on you, and planned to make you His own. 	




11. This, beloved, is the picture of adoption. It is the story of a man of great means who 
has pity on a helpless child and resolves to sell Himself dearly and spare no expense to 
rescue that child. He will willingly give all that He has – even His own life – to rescue 
you from the misfortunes you will otherwise face. He will call you by name and make 
you His own. 	

12. The point of these verses is how Jesus forms His flock. People come to Jesus because 
He calls them – individually - by name. They follow Him because they belong to Him. In 
the case of John 10, the sheep are called out of Judaism. In our case, we are called out of 
the world. And as we will see later on, his call was the call of redemption. He purchased 
(Redeemed) us: “We are not your own, we have been bought with a price.”	

13. Like every faithful shepherd of sheep, after calling us by name and making us His 
own, He placed a mark on us that indicates that we belong to him.	

Phillip Keller, writing of his experience as a shepherd, said:	


    The day I bought my first thirty ewes, my neighbor and I sat on the dusty corral 
rails that enclosed the sheep pens and admired the choice, strong, well-bred ewes 
that had become mine. Turning to me he handed me a large, sharp, killing knife 
and remarked tersely, ‘Well Phillip, they’re yours. Now you’ have to put your 
mark on them. 	

     I knew exactly what he meant. Each shepherd has his own distinctive earmark, 
which he cuts into one of the ears of his sheep. In this way even at a distance, it is 
easy to determine to whom the sheep belongs.	


14. On this point, Charles Spurgeon observes that every one of the Lord’s sheep have two 
identifying marks (10:27). Everyone who belongs to him has one mark on his ear and 
another on his foot. The mark on the ear is “My sheep hear my voice.” The mark on the 
foot is, “They follow me.”	

15. Those who belong to Jesus love to hear His voice. They love His word. With David 
their hearts say (Psalm 19:7–11):	


The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is 
sure, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the 
heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of 
the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; they are 
righteous altogether. 10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine 
gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 11 Moreover, 
by them Your servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward. 	


16. How do you know you are one of Jesus’ beloved sheep? Do you have his “ear mark”? 
Do you love His word? The apostle Peter said that “like newborn babes, we should desire 
the pure milk of the word.” God’s word is the Shepherd’s voice. Do you love it? That the 
ear mark of Jesus’ sheep. But there is also a “foot mark.”	

17. The foot mark is, “They follow me.” This is more than professing that you love Jesus. 
It is having a love for Jesus that leads you to obeying His word. It’s good to listen to the 
word of God, but Jesus said, “Take care how you listen!” (Luke 8:18). The wise man and 
the fool in Jesus parable both heard Jesus’ teaching, but only one of the obeyed. And 



when the storm of God’s judgment fell only his house remained standing. Later, Jesus 
would say, Who are my mother and my brothers? MY mother and my brothers are these 
who hear the word of God and do it.”	

18. Do you have the Good shepherd’s mark on your ear and on your foot? Do you love 
and obey His word? For the sheep of God’s pasture, the words of the Good Shepherd are 
life, and peace, and security. They are our refuge, our strength, our food, our wisdom, our 
confidence and hope. And when we walk contrary to the words of our Shepherd, we end 
up like Shreck the sheep; helpless, vulnerable, and on our own like a sheep without a 
shepherd. 	

19. O beloved, what I want you to see from this text is what a profound and amazing 
privilege it is to be a sheep who – by the tender mercies and sovereign grace of the Father 
– belong to Jesus, the good Shepherd. 	

BI: There is no greater comfort and security on earth than to know that the “Good 
Shepherd” claims you as His own.	



