
“God is NowHere?!” 
What difference does it make? 

Genesis 21:9-21 
 

 

God gives us a different perspective on :   

I. Relationships - “cast out this bondwoman...son”     (vs. 9-11)  

God clarifies our :   
  

 A.  Foes   – “Sarah saw the son of Hagar….mocking” 
 

 B.  Friends  –“hearken unto her voice”  

 

 C.  Faith  – “for in Isaac shall thy seed be called”  
  

II.  Resources – “because he is thy seed”                          (vs12-19) 
  

God counsels us to  :   
 

A.   Let  –“gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder”  
  

B.   Look  -“And God opened her eyes” 

  

C.  Labor  -“She saw…went …filled…gave”     
  

 

III. Routines - “And God was with the lad”                         (vs. 20-

21) 
      

God cultivates:   

  

A. Strength  – “he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness” 
 

B. Skills  –“and became an archer”  

  

C. Sensitivity –“his mother took him a wife” 

 

 

 

Sentence Sermon:  
“Peace can only persist in the presence of God." 

 

 

Additional Verses    
 Genesis 19:14; 25:9; 39:14-17 

 Galatians 4:25-30 

 Proverbs 18:19; 22:10 

 Psalm 33:11;  

 Psalm 68:5; 119:74; 137 

 Romans 9:6-9 

 Romans 11:33 

 Hebrews 12:17-19 

 Hebrews 12:2 
 

Questions to Ponder: 
 1. Who is the central character of  this passage? 

  2.  Why do you think Sarah saw Ishmael mocking Isaac? 

  3. What contrasts does Sarah declare in verse 10? 

  4. Why is Abraham heavy hearted concerning Sarah’s 

desire? 

  5. Why do you think God was on board with Sarah’s 

desire to send Hagar away?  How does Galatians 

4:25-30  fit into God’s thinking? 

  6.  Was it unkind for Abraham to only give Hagar one 

bottle of water and a little bread? 

  7. Why does the phrase “in Isaac shall thy seed be 

called” contrast with the teaching s of Islam? 



  8. What does it mean in verse 20 that God was with 

the lad?  Why is this significant?  Why was He with him? 

 INTRO:    

 

  

 And the child grew and was weaned  =  normal 

stuff…God gave them a normal son through an 

abnormal means.    

  Now we see the shadow that he grew up in 

and it is juxtaposed with Ishmael’s growing up 

…notice 21:20 

 

LIFE has some natural and normal aspects 

about it whether you are a believer or you are 

not a believer. So what difference does it 

make?  We will see that Peace only persists in 

the presence of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
V. 9 

 And Sarah saw  =    

 The son of Hagar the Egyptian = not Abe’s son as 

would be traditional  or Ishmael, which is his name, 

but emphasis is definitely on the child being outside 

the favored group. 

 Mocking = form of the word used previously 

“laughed”  or Isaac … it is definitely of the nature that 

Ishmael is mocking, laughing at, and making fun of 

Isaac on the occasion of his celebration. (Cp. Galatians 

4:29 – “persecuted” 

o In this Ishmael begin the fulfillment of prophesy 

of his character in Genesis 16:12 – A wild man 

…his hand against every man 

v.10 

 Wherefore she said to Abraham   =   This is her 

reaction to seeing her son getting ridicule 

 Cast out this bondwoman and her son = to expel, put 

away, divorce….different than in verse 15 which 

indicates physical exertion 

 For the son of this bondwoman = she justifies her 

desire to send them away  (NOTE: Hagar’s 

designation from Handmaid  = belonging to the 

woman of the house (16:1) to the Egyptian (v.9) to this 

bondwoman (v. 10+) =female slave or Concubine  



 Shall not be heir with my son, Issac = clarity of 

purpose and value….Momma bear and her cub 

 

  

V. 11 

 And the thing  =   the reality of having conflict 

between Ishmael and Isaac ; Sarah and Hagar 

 Was very grievous in Abraham’s sight = sad enough 

to make him tremble 

 Because of his son = Abraham loved Ishmael who is 

now 17 years old 

 

V.12 

 And God said to Abraham =  Wow !! what a relief !  

God is going to straighten out his thinking and give 

him some direction. 

 Let it not be grievous in thy sight = take captive the 

thoughts that are making you sad enough to 

tremble…You can control your thoughts which will 

control your feelings. 

 Because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman = 

notice that God clarifies the pain Abraham feels is 

because he still feels married to Hagar.  Notice “thy” 

bondwoman 

 Hearken unto her voice = listen to your wife…she 

might have a real point here! 

 For in Isaac shall thy seed be called = Isaac is the son 

of promise and God’s plan would flow through 

him…sounds similar to “in Christ” is the redemption 

of God and His plan for our future. 

 

V. 13 

 And also  =   God says His plan has a part that others 

will play 

 Of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation = 

God can take our mistakes and make something useful 

out of them…not always something ideal or glorious 

but useful !( Cp. with 17:20- the promise to Hagar) 

 Because he is thy seed = (Cp. with 12:3)  Ishmael 

comes from within Abraham and God has promised 

that “in Abraham” all the families( nations ) would be 

blessed  

o Note that in order for this to come 

true….Ishmael would have to survive the 

trip…therefore he would not/could not die on 

this trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

V. 14 

 Abraham rose up early in the morning  =  

Shows his intense desire to take care of 

business 

 Took bread and a bottle of water = the 

necessities but only the necessities 

 Putting it on her shoulders = literally and 

figuratively putting all the responsibility for 

their survival (humanly speaking) on her. 

 Sent her away = in essence divorcing himself 

from her 

 Wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba =  

“went astray” on the trip…got lost and 

therefore ran out of provisions. (should have 

been 30-40 miles) 

V. 15 

 The water was spent = all gone…who drank it 

all? 

 She cast the child = Hagar was stronger at this 

point than her 17 yr old son…perhaps he let 

her have the majority of the water …like a 

good son would.  

o “cast” = different word than in verse 

10…here it is the word for actual 

physical motion ,,,to throw, hurl, or fling 

V. 16 

 She went…sat her down…a bowshot = approx. 

100 yards give or take  

 She said let me not see the death of the child = 

she was fearing the worst without recalling the 

promise that God made to her in Genesis 

16:10-12 

 Lift up her voice and wept = perhaps hoping 

God will hear = “Ishmael” means God will hear 

V. 17 

 And God heard the voice of the lad = wait a 

minute….is that a misprint…no, God heard the 

lad not the lass….He cried out while mom was 

crying out. 

 Angel of God called to Hagar = WHATTT?? I 

am so mixed up….Hagar cries….God hears 

Ishmael….Angel of God talks to Hagar…got 

it?? 

o Angel of God  = angel of elohim – 

different than in 16:7 where angel of 

Jehovah (Covenant keeping ) is 



used….then there were under Abraham’s 

roof and now they are on their own 

…strangers to the covenant promise 

 Fear not = The problem with Hagar is not her 

son is weak but that her faith is weak… 

 God has heard ….where he is = God knows 

where Ishmael is and what he needs and hears 

his petition for help….Same thing could be 

said for us, God’s children…He knows where 

we are ….what situation we find ourselves 

in…where He finds us in…He is right here 

with us in our situation…He does not simply 

remove us from a situation but gets right down 

here with us in our situation to provide and 

direct us. 

  

V. 18 

 Arise, lift up the lad = lift yourself up and 

those who depend on you 

 Hold him in thine hand = guide him and assist 

him  

 For I will make him a great nation = God 

works on the big plan and we are coworkers 

with Him along the way to do our part. 

 

 

 

V. 19 

 God opened her eyes = literally and 

figuratively….she was starting to see the big 

picture and what God was doing 

 Saw a well of water = perception 

 She went = participation 

 Filled the bottle with water = preparation 

 Gave the lad drink = provision 

One Preacher put it this way: 

It is a dualism. He calls me and then He causes me! 

 

He calls me to hear then He causes me to understand 

He calls me to act then He causes me to be able 

He calls me to serve then He causes me to sing 

He calls me to love then He causes me to live 

He calls me to believe then He causes me to behave 

He calls me to forgive then He causes me to forget 

He calls me to give then He causes me to grow 

He calls me to worship then He causes me to work 

He calls me to walk then He causes me to witness 

He calls me to prayer then He causes me to praise 

He calls me to faith then He causes me to fellowship 



He calls me to covenant then He causes me to commit 

He calls me to repentance then He causes me to relate 

 

 

V. 20 

 And God was with the lad = Ps. 68:5 tells us that God 

will be father to the fatherless….God’s common grace 

is truly ubiquitous but is this more than common 

grace???  Will Ishmael be in heaven? 

 Dwelt in the wilderness = “a wild man” 

 Became an archer = bowshot 

V. 21 

 Dwelt in the wilderness of Paran = half way from 

Egypt to the Promise land 

 A wife out of the land of Egypt = Hagar’s homeland 

…where she felt she belonged 


