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Study 06 October 14, 2012

LEARNING FROM OTHERS
Daniel 5:1-31

We saw the repentance of Nebuchadnezzar in 4:34-37 and without explanation we
find Belshazzar on the throne of Babylon.

It has been 65 years since the events of Daniel One with the captivity of
Daniel as a young man who rises to power under Nebuchadnezzar through
God’s gift of interpretation of dreams.

“Daniel will serve a succession of kings. After Nebuchadnezzar came his
son Evil-Merodach, who reigned only two years [~ 561-559 B.C.] before
being assassinated by his brother-in-law, Neriglissar. This king reigned for
four years [~ 559-555 B.C.]. His reign was followed very briefly by
Labashi-Marduk [~ 555 B.C.] before Nabonidus took the throne [~ 555
B.C.] Although Nabonidus will technically be the ruler of Babylonia until
about 539 B.C., he removed himself to northern Arabia when he was
strongly opposed by priests of Marduk, who objected to his introduction of
the moon-god, Sin. In 552 B.C. his son Belshazzar became co-regent and
now rules the rapidly declining empire.” The Narrated Bible, p 1221.

“Daniel is not heard from for about seven years after Nebuchadnezzar’s
death. Then on the occasion of a great banquet at which there is
drunkenness, praise of lesser gods, and defilement of goblets taken from
Solomon’s temple, Belshazzar sees a finger writing something unintelligible
on the wall. When Daniel is finally called to interpret it, the message is that
Belshazzar’s arrogance has cost him his life. As if to stave off God’s
judgment, Belshazzar elevates Daniel to the third-highest position in his
government. But by the end of the night Belshazzar is dead.”

The Narrated Bible, p 1225.

Verses 22-23, is the key for today's lesson.

22And you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you

knew all this, 23 but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven. ESV
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Nebuchadnezzar (605-562); one son: Evil-Merodach (562-560); two daughters;
one marries Nabonidus and has a son who is Belshazzar (553-539).

Belshazzar is the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar.

1. THE DRUNKEN KING Daniel 5:1-4

King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in
front of the thousand.

2 Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold and
of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem
be brought, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink
from them. 3 Then they brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of
the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his wives,
and his concubines drank from them. 4 They drank wine and praised the gods of gold
and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. ESV

The Persians and Medes have formed a union and have had Babylon under siege
for some time when this banquet is taking place.

For years critics claimed that Belshazzar never existed, but his name was recently
found on some cuneiform tablets. Secular history tells us that Nabonidus was
Babylon's last king. However, he had installed his son Belshazzar as co-ruler and
had gone off to defend Babylon in another city, leaving Belshazzar to defend
Babylon's capital.

One of the problems with alcohol is the effect it has on the mind. It will lower your
inhibitions and you will do things that you otherwise might not do.

No doubt boasting, he has the golden goblets brought in to drink from (2).

Nebuchadnezzar was a warrior and a builder; Nabonidus was something of a priest
and scholar; Belshazzar seems to have been lacking in character.
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Daniel 5:1

[To a thousand of his lords] The word thousand here is doubtless used as a general
term to denote a very large number. It is not improbable, however, that this full
number was assembled on such an occasion. "Ctesias says, that the king of Persia
furnished provisions daily for fifteen thousand men. Quintus Curtius says that ten
thousand men were present at a festival of Alexander the Great; and Statius says of
Domitian, that he ordered, on a certain occasion, his guests 'to sit down at a
thousand tables.' "

"The drinking cups and vessels used on festive occasions (by the Assyrians) were
probably of gold, like those of Solomon, or of silver. When Ahasuerus feasted all
the people, both great and small, for seven days, in Shushan the palace, wine was
given to them in vessels of gold, each one differing from the other. The drinking
vases of the Assyrians were frequently wrought into the shape of the head and neck
of an animal, such as a lion or a bull, and resembled those afterward in use among
the Greeks, and found in the tombs of Etruria."

Daniel 5:2-3

[Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine] As the effect of tasting the wine-stating a
fact which is illustrated in every age and land, that men, under the influence of
intoxicating drinks, will do what they would not do when sober. In his sober
moments it would seem probable that he would have respected the vessels
consecrated to the service of religion, and would not have treated them with
dishonor by introducing them for purposes of revelry.

[Commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels] These vessels had been
carefully deposited in some place as the spoils of victory (see Dan 1:2), and it
would appear that they had not before been desecrated for purposes of feasting.
Belshazzar did what other men would have done in the same condition. He wished
to make a display; to do something unusually surprising; and, though it had not
been contemplated when the festival was appointed to make use of these vessels,
yet, under the excitement of wine, nothing was too sacred to be introduced to the
scenes of intoxication; nothing too foolish to be done.
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Daniel 5:2-3

[Which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken] Margin, "grandfather." According to
the best account which we have of Belshazzar, he was the son of Evil-Merodach,
who was the son of Nebuchadnezzar and therefore the word is used here, as in the
margin, to denote grandfather. Compare Jer 27:7. See the note at Isa 14:22. The
word father is often used in a large signification. See 2 Sam 9:7; also the notes at
Matt 1:1. There is no improbability in supposing that this word would be used to
denote a grandfather, when applied to one of the family or dynasty of
Nebuchadnezzar The fact that Belshazzar is here called "the son" of
Nebuchadnezzar has been made a ground of objection to the credibility of the book
of Daniel, by Lengerke, p. 204. The objection is, that the "last king of Babylon was
"not" the son of Nebuchadnezzar." But, in reply to this, in addition to the remarks
above made, it may be observed that it is not necessary, in vindicating the assertion
in the text, to suppose that he was the "immediate" descendant of Nebuchadnezzar,
in the first degree.

Daniel 5:2-3
[That the king and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein]
Nothing is too sacred to be profaned when men are under the influence of wine.
They do not hesitate to desecrate the holiest things, and vessels taken from the altar
of God are regarded with as little reverence as any other. It would seem that
Nebuchadnezzar had some respect for these vessels, as having been employed in
the purposes of religion; at least so much respect as to lay them up as trophies of
victory, and that this respect had been shown for them under the reign of his
successors, until the exciting scenes of this "impious feast" occurred, when all
veneration for them vanished. It was not very common for females in the East to be
present at such festivals as this, but it would seem that all the usual restraints of
propriety and decency came to be disregarded as the feast advanced. The "wives
and concubines" were probably not present when the feast began, for it was made
for "his lords" (Dan 5:1); but when the scenes of revelry had advanced so far that it
was proposed to introduce the sacred vessels of the temple, it would not be
unnatural to propose also to introduce the females of the court.
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A similar instance is related in the book of Esther. In the feast which Ahasuerus
gave, it is said that "on the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with
wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, etc., the seven chamberlains that served in
the presence of Ahasuerus the king, to bring Vashti the queen before the king with
the crown royal, to show the people and the princes her beauty," etc. The females
that were thus introduced to the banquet were those of the harem, yet it would
seem that she who was usually called "the queen" by way of eminence, or the
queen-mother (compare the note at Dan 5:10), was not among them at this time.
The females in the court of an Oriental monarch were divided into two classes;
those who were properly concubines, and who had none of the privileges of a wife;
and those of a higher class, and who were spoken of as wives, and to whom
pertained the privileges of that relation. Among the latter, also, in the court of a
king, it would seem that there was one to whom properly belonged the appellation
of "queen;" that is, probably, a favorite wife whose children were heirs to the
crown.

Daniel 5:4

They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of
wood, and of stone.

[They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, ...] Compare the note
at Dan 5:1. Idols were made among the pagan of all the materials here mentioned.
The word praised here means that they spake in praise of these gods; of their
history, of their attributes, of what they had done. Nothing can well be conceived
more senseless and stupid than what it is said they did at this feast, and yet it is a
fair illustration of what occurs in all the festivals of idolatry. And is what occurs in
more civilized Christian lands, in the scenes of carousal and festivity, more rational
than this? It was not much worse to lavish praises on idol gods in a scene of revelry
than it is to lavish praises on idol men now; not much less rational to "toast" gods
than it is to "toast" men.
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2. THE INSCRIBED WALL

The expression, "the handwriting on the wall" - meaning a clear indication of some
forthcoming event- is taken from this passage.

a) Terrified Monarch Daniel 5:5-9

5 Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the
wall of the king's palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it
wrote. 6 Then the king's color changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave
way, and his knees knocked together. 7 The king called loudly to bring in the
enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers. The king declared to the wise men of
Babylon, "Whoever reads this writing, and shows me its interpretation, shall be
clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his neck and shall be the third
ruler in the kingdom." 8 Then all the king's wise men came in, but they could not read
the writing or make known to the king the interpretation. 9 Then King Belshazzar was
greatly alarmed, and his color changed, and his lords were perplexed. ESV

Sometimes God speaks in "a still small voice," as to Elijah, sometimes in thunder
and earthquake; He is not bound by our imaginations. No man would have ever
invented this way of revelation. Jeremiah had predicted that invaders from the
North would attack Babylon (Jer 50:3, 9, 41).

Jeremiah identified the invaders as "the kings of the Medes." (51:11, 28) But he
indicated that the city would be well stocked and protected (51:53, 58), but a trap
would be used (50:24) involving drying up the water supply (51:36). He further
said that this would happen while a great feast was going on (51:39, 57). Well
Jeremiah "got lucky," because Daniel 5 describes the precise fulfillment. This is
why the critics of the Bible can't handle Daniel; either this was written after the
event, or it proves God's absolute control over the events of history!

Well Belshazzar, like Nebuchadnezzar, your time is up! (5-6)
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Daniel 5:5
[Came forth fingers of a man's hand] Not the whole hand, but only the parts
usually employed in writing. Not a man writing; not even an arm, but fingers that
seemed to move themselves. They appeared to come forth from the walls, and were
seen before they began to write. It was this that made it so impressive and
alarming. It could not be supposed that it was the work of man, or that it was
devised by man for the purpose of producing consternation. It was perfectly
manifest to all who were there that this was the work of some one superior to man;
that it was designed as a Divine intimation of some kind in regard to the scene that
was then occurring. But whether as a rebuke for the sin of revelry and dissipation,
or for sacrilege in drinking out of the consecrated vessels, or whether it was an
intimation of some approaching fearful calamity, would not at once be apparent. It
is easy to imagine that it would produce a sudden pause in their revelry, and
diffuse seriousness over their minds.

The suddenness of the appearance; the fingers, unguided by the hand of man,
slowly writing in mysterious characters on the wall; the conviction which must
have flashed across the mind that this must be either to rebuke them for their sin, or
to announce some fearful calamity, all these things must have combined to produce
an overwhelming effect on the revelers. Perhaps, from the prevalent views in the
pagan world in regard to the crime of sacrilege, they may have connected this
mysterious appearance with the profane act which they were then committing-that
of desecrating the vessels of the temple of God. How natural would it be to
suppose-recognizing as they did the gods of other nations as real, as truly as those
which they worshipped-that the God of the Hebrews, seeing the vessels of his
worship profaned, had come forth to express his displeasure, and to intimate that
there was impending wrath for such an act.

The crime of sacrilege was regarded among the pagan as one of the most awful
which could be committed, and there was no state of mind in which men would be
more likely to be alarmed than when they were, even in the midst of scenes of
drunken revelry, engaged in such an act. "The pagan," says Grotius, "thought it a
great impiety to convert sacred things to common uses." Numerous instances are
on record of the sentiments entertained among the pagan on the subject of
sacrilege, and of the calamities which were believed to come upon men as a
punishment for it. Among them we may refer to the miserable end of the
Phoenicians, who robbed the temple of Delphos, and whose act was the occasion
of that war which was called the Holy War; the destruction of the Gauls in their
attempt upon the same temple; and of Crassus, who plundered the temple of
Jerusalem, and that of the Syrian goddess. That a conviction of the sin of sacrilege,
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according to the prevalent belief on the subject, may have contributed to produce
consternation when the fingers of the hand appeared at Belshazzar's feast, there is
no good reason to doubt, and we may suppose that the minds of the revelers were
at once turned to the insult which they had thus offered to the God of the Hebrews.

[And wrote over against the candlestick] The candlestick, or lamp-bearer, perhaps,
which had been taken from the temple at Jerusalem, and which was, as well as the
sacred vessels, introduced into this scene of revelry. It is probable that as they
brought out the vessels of the temple to drink in, they would also bring out all that
had been taken from the temple in Jerusalem. Two objects may have been
contemplated in the fact that the writing was "over against the candlestick;" one
was that it might be clearly visible, the other that it might be more directly
intimated that the writing was a rebuke for the act of sacrilege.

[Upon the plaster of the wall] The Chaldee word means "lime," not inappropriately
rendered here "plaster." The "manner" of the writing is not specified. All that is
necessary to suppose is, that the letters were traced along on the wall so as to be
distinctly visible. Whether they seemed to be cut into the plaster, or to be traced in
black lines, or lines of light, is not mentioned, and is immaterial. They were such
as could be seen distinctly by the king and the guests.

[And the king saw the part of the hand that wrote] It is not necessary to suppose
that the others did not see it also, but the king was the most important personage
there, and the miracle was intended particularly for him. Perhaps his eyes were first
attracted to it.

To whom do you first turn in your distress? A child calls for "mama!" You will
call on what or who you believe can help you. The "wise men" were not
completely bad; remember that Daniel had been their chief for a long time.
Daniel is perhaps 80 years old by now, and perhaps "retired."

The "third" place indicates the extreme accuracy of Daniel.
Nabonidus is #1; Belshazzar is #2; so #3 would be as high an office that he could
bestow. (7)
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Daniel 5:7

The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the
soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever
shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with
scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the
kingdom.

[And the king cried aloud] Margin, as in the Chaldee, "with might." This indicates
a sudden and an alarming cry. The king was deeply terrified; and, unable himself
to divine the meaning of the mysterious appearance of the hand, he naturally
turned at once to those whose office it was to explain dreams and supernatural
appearances.

[To bring in the astrologers ...] See Dan 2:2; 4:7.

[And said to the wise men of Babylon] Those just referred to-the astrologers, etc.
Having the power, as was supposed, of interpreting the indications of coming
events, they were esteemed as eminently wise.

[Whosoever shall read this writing] It would seem from this that even the
characters were not familiar to the king and to those who were with him. Evidently
the letters were not in the ordinary Chaldee form, but in some form which to them
was strange and unknown. Thus there was a double mystery hanging over the
writing-a mystery in regard to the language in which the words were written, and
to the meaning of the words. Many conjectures have been formed as to the
language employed in this writing (compare the note at Dan 5:24), but such
conjectures are useless, since it is impossible now to ascertain what it was. As the
writing, however, had a primary reference to the sacrilege committed in regard to
the sacred vessels of the temple, and as Daniel was able to read the letters at once.

[And show me the interpretation thereof] The meaning of the words.

[Shall be clothed with scarlet] The color worn usually by princes and by persons of
rank. The margin is "purple."

[And have a chain of gold about his neck] Also indicative of rank and authority.
Compare Gen 41:42. When Joseph was placed over the land of Egypt, the king
honored him in a similar manner, by putting "a gold chain about his neck." This
was common in Persia.
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By now everybody is probably sober. The wise men could not make any sense out
of the words even though they were written in their own language. (8-9)

Daniel 5:8
[But they could not read the writing] The character was an unknown character to
them. It may have been a character which was not found in any language, and
which made the power of Daniel to read it the more remarkable, or it may have
been, as suggested in the notes at Dan 5:7, a foreign character with which they had
no acquaintance, though familiar to Daniel.

b) Godly Prophet Daniel 5:10-16
10 The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the
banqueting hall, and the queen declared, "O king, live forever! Let not your thoughts
alarm you or your color change. 11 There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit
of the holy gods. In the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom like
the wisdom of the gods were found in him, and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father—
your father the king— made him chief of the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and
astrologers, 12 because an excellent spirit, knowledge, and understanding to interpret
dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king
named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation."

13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to
Daniel, "You are that Daniel, one oi the exiles of Judah, whom the king my father
brought from Judah. 14 I have heard of you that the spirit of the gods is in you, and
that light and understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you. 15 Now the
wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in before me to read this writing and
make known to me its interpretation, but they could not show the interpretation of
the matter. 16 But I have heard that you can give interpretations and solve
problems. Now if you can read the writing and make known to me its
interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around
your neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom." ESV

An older and wiser woman gives some good advice. This queen could have
been the queen; queen mother; a wife or daughter of Nebuchadnezzar. The term
"father" was used for ancestor. This queen knew Daniel well.

At least Belshazzar treats Daniel with utmost respect.
Daniel must have been a noble sight in his old age.
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Daniel 5:9

Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in
him, and his lords were astonied.

[Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled] Not doubting that this was a Divine
intimation of some fearful event, and yet unable to understand its meaning. We are
quite as likely to be troubled by what is merely "mysterious" in regard to the
future-by anything that gives us some undefined foreboding-as we are by what is
really formidable when we know what it is. In the latter case, we know the worst;
we can make some preparation for it; we can feel assured that when that is past, all
is past that we fear-but who can guard himself, or prepare himself, when what is
dreaded is undefined as well as awful; when we know not how to meet it, or how
long it may endure, or how terrific and wide may be the sweep of its desolation?

Daniel 5:10

[And the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever] A common salutation in
addressing a king, expressive of a desire of his happiness and prosperity.

[Let not thy thoughts trouble thee ...] That is, there is a way by which the mystery
may be solved, and you need not, therefore, be alarmed.

[There is a man in thy kingdom] To wit, Daniel. As the queen-mother had lived in
the time of Nebuchadnezzar, and recollected the important service which he had
rendered in interpreting the dream of the king, it was natural that her mind should
at once recur to him. It would seem, also, that though Daniel was no longer
employed at court, yet that she still had an acquaintance with him, so far at least as
to know that he was accessible, and might be called in on this occasion. It may be
asked, perhaps, how it was Belshazzar was so ignorant of all this as to need this
information? For it is clear from the question which the king asks in Dan 5:13, "Art
thou that Daniel?" that he was ignorant of him personally, and probably even of his
services as an officer in the court of Nebuchadnezzar.
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An ingenious and not improbable solution of this difficulty has been proposed as
founded on a remark of Sir John Chardin: "As mentioned by the queen, Daniel had
been made by Nebuchadnezzar 'master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans,
and soothsayers.' Of this employment Chardin conjectures that he had been
deprived on the death of that king, and obtains this conclusion from the fact that
when a Persian king dies, both his astrologers and physicians are driven from
court-the former for not having predicted, and the latter for not having prevented,
his death. If such was the etiquette of the ancient Babylonian, as it is of the modern
Persian court, we have certainly a most satisfactory solution of the present
difficulty, as Daniel must then be supposed to have relinquished his public
employments, and to have lived retired in private life during the eight years
occupied by the reigns of Evil-Merodach and Belshazzar."

[In whom is the spirit of the holy gods] This is language such as a pagan would be
likely to use when speaking of one who had showed extraordinary knowledge of
Divine things.

[And, in the days of thy father] Margin, "grandfather."

[Light, and understanding, and wisdom] Light is the emblem of knowledge, as it
makes all things clear. The meaning here is, that he had showed extraordinary
wisdom in interpreting the dream of Nebuchadnezzar.

[Like the wisdom of the gods] Such as the gods only could possess.
[whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made
master of the magicians ...] See Dan 2:48. This is repeated here, and dwelt on, in
order to call the attention of the king to the fact that Daniel was worthy to be
consulted. Though now living in obscurity, there was a propriety that one who had
been placed at the very head of the wise men of Babylon by a prince so
distinguished as Nebuchadnezzar, should be consulted on the present occasion.

Daniel 5:12
Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting
of dreams, and showing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in
the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and
he will shew the interpretation.

[Forasmuch as an excellent spirit] Not an excellent spirit in the sense in which that
phrase is sometimes used now, as denoting a good and pious spirit, but a spirit or
mind that excels; that is, that is "distinguished" for wisdom and knowledge.
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[Interpreting of dreams] Margin, "or, of an interpreter." This was regarded as a
great attainment, and was supposed to prove that one who could do it was inspired
by the gods.

[And showing of hard sentences] The meaning of enigmatical or obscure
sentences. To be able to do this was supposed to indicate great attainments, and
was a knowledge that was much coveted. Compare Prov 1:6: "To understand a
proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings."
[And dissolving of doubts] Margin, "or, a dissolver of knots." So the Chaldee. This
language is still common in the East, to denote one who has skill in explaining
difficult subjects.

[whom the king named Belteshazzar] That is, the name was given to him by his
authority (see the note at Dan 1:7), and it was by this name that he called him when
he addressed him, Dan 4:9.

Daniel 5:13
Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto
Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah,
whom the king my father brought out of Jewry?

[Then was Daniel brought in before the king] From this it is clear that he lived in
Babylon, though in comparative obscurity. It would seem to be not improbable that
he was still known to the queen-mother, who, perhaps, kept up an acquaintance
with him on account of his former services.

[Art thou that Daniel] This is a clear proof that Belshazzar was not acquainted
personally with him.

[Which art of the children of the captivity of Judah] Belonging to those of Judah,
or those Jews who were made captives, and who reside in Babylon. See the notes
at Dan 1:3. He could not be ignorant that there were Jews in his kingdom, though
he was not personally acquainted with Daniel.

[whom the king my father] Margin, as in Dan 5:2,1, "grandfather."
[Brought out of Jewry?] Out of Judea. See Dan 1:1-3.
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Daniel 5:14

I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and
understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee.
[I have even heard of thee ...] Dan 5:11.

Daniel 5:15

And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they
should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: but
they could not shew the interpretation of the thing:
[And now the wise men ...] Dan 5:7-8.

Daniel 5:16

And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts:
now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation
thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck,
and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom.

[Canst make interpretations] Margin, "interpret." Chaldee, "interpret
interpretations." The meaning is, that he was skilled in interpreting or explaining
dreams, omens, etc.

[And dissolve doubts]
[Now, if thou canst read the writing ... thou shalt be clothed with scarlet ...] This
was the reward which at the first he had promised to any one that was able to do it,
and as all others had failed, he was willing that it should be offered to a Jew.

Daniel 5:17

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, "Let your gifts be for yourself,
and give your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king
and make known to him the interpretation. ESV

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give
thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known
to him the interpretation.
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[Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself] That is,
"I do not desire them; I do not act from a hope of reward." Daniel means
undoubtedly to intimate that what he would do would be done from a higher
motive than a desire of office or honor. The answer is one that is eminently
dignified. Yet he says he would read the writing, implying that he was ready to do
anything that would be gratifying to the monarch. It may seem somewhat strange
that Daniel, who here disclaimed all desire of office or reward, should so soon
(Dan 5:29) have submitted to be clothed in this manner, and to receive the insignia
of office. But, it may be remarked, that when the offer was proposed to him he
stated his wishes, and declared that he did not desire to be honored in that way;
when he had performed the duty, however, of making known the writing.

[And give thy rewards to another] The sense here seems to be, that Daniel was not
disposed to interfere with the will of the monarch if he chose to confer gifts and
rewards on others, or to question the propriety of his doing so; but that, so far as he
was concerned, he had no desire of them for himself, and could not be influenced
by them in what he was about to do.

[Yet I will read the writing ...] Expressing no doubt that he could do it without
difficulty. Probably the language of the writing was familiar to him, and he at once
saw that there was no difficulty, in the circumstances, in determining its meaning.
3. THE UNLEARNED LESSON Daniel 5:17-24

17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, "Let your gifts be for yourself,
and give your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king
and make known to him the interpretation. 18 O king, the Most High God gave
Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and greatness and glory and majesty. 19 And
because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages
trembled and feared before him. Whom he would, he killed, and whom he would,
he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom he would, he humbled. 20

But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt
proudly, he was brought down from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from
him. 21 He was driven from among the children of mankind, and his mind was made
like that of a beast, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He was fed grass
like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, until he knew that the
Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom he will. 22 And
you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, 23

but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven. And the vessels of his
house have been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your wives, and
your concubines have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of
silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or
know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are all your ways, you
have not honored. 24 "Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing
was inscribed.
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Daniel was not impressed with the king's flattery or his gifts. (17) Daniel
reminds the king of his ancestor's experience and tells him that he had not profited
from Nebuchadnezzar's lesson from God.

Furthermore, Belshazzar had not sinned ignorantly, but presumptuously.

Daniel 5:18

[O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom ...]
This reference to Nebuchadnezzar is evidently designed to show to Belshazzar the
wickedness of his own course, and the reason which he had to apprehend the
Divine vengeance, because he had not learned to avoid the sins which brought so
great calamities upon his predecessor. As he was acquainted with what had
occurred to Nebuchadnezzar; as he had doubtless seen the proclamation which he
had made on his recovery from the dreadful malady which God had brought upon
him for his pride; and as he had not humbled himself, but had pursued the same
course which Nebuchadnezzar did, he had the greater reason to apprehend the
judgment of heaven. See Dan 5:22-23. Daniel here traces all the glory which
Nebuchadnezzar had to "the most high God," reminding the king that whatever
honor and majesty he had he was equally indebted for it to the same source, and
that he must expect a similar treatment from him.

And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest
all this;

[And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart ...] As thou shouldst
have done in remembrance of these events. The idea is, that we ought to derive
valuable lessons from what has taken place in past times; that, from the events
which have occurred in history, we should learn what God approves and what he
disapproves; that we should avoid the course which has subjected others to his
displeasure, and which has brought his judgments upon them. The course,
however, which Belshazzar pursued has been that of kings and princes commonly
in the world, and indeed of mankind at large. How little do men profit by the
record of the calamities which have come upon others for their crimes! How little
are the intemperate of one generation admonished by the calamities which have
come upon those of another; how little are the devotees of pleasure; how little are
those in places of power!
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Daniel 5:23

But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the
vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy
concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the
God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not
glorified:

[But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven] The God who had so
signally rebuked and humbled Nebuchadnezzar. The monarch had done this, it
would seem, during the whole of his reign, and now by a crowning act of impiety
he had evinced special disregard of him, and contempt for him, by profaning the
sacred vessels of his temple.

[And they have brought the vessels of his house before thee ...]

[And the God in whose hand thy breath is] Under whose power, and at whose
disposal, is thy life. While you have been celebrating the praises of idol gods, who
can do you neither good nor evil, you have been showing special contempt for that
great Being who keeps you in existence, and who has power to take away your life
at any moment. What is here said of Belshazzar is true of all men-high and low,
rich and poor, bond and free, princes and people. It is a deeply affecting
consideration, that the breath, on which our life depends, and which is itself so frail
a thing, is in the "hand" of a Being who is invisible to us, over whom we can have
no control; who can arrest it when he pleases; who has given us no intimation
when he will do it, and who often does it so suddenly as to defy all previous
calculation and hope. Nothing is more absolute than the power which God holds
over the breath of men, yet there is nothing which is less recognized than that
power, and nothing which men are less disposed to acknowledge than their
dependence on him for it.
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[And whose are all thy ways] That is, he has power to control thee in all thy ways.
You can go nowhere without his permission; you can never, when abroad, return to
your home without the direction of his providence. What is here said, also, is as
true of all others as it was of the Chaldean prince. "It is not in man that walketh to
direct his steps." "A man's heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth his steps."
None of us can take a step without his permission; none can go forth on a journey
to a distant land without his constant superintending care; none can return without
his favor. And yet how little is this recognized! How few feel it when they go out
and come in; when they go forth to their daily employments; when they start on a
voyage or journey; when they propose to return to their homes!
[Hast thou not glorified] That is, thou hast not honored him by a suitable
acknowledgment of dependence on him.

Daniel 5:24
"Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed.

Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written.
[Then was the part of the hand sent from him] To wit, the fingers. See Dan 5:5.
The sense is, that when it was fully perceived that Belshazzar was not disposed to
learn that there was a God in heaven; when he refused to profit by the solemn
dispensations which had occurred in respect to his predecessor; when his own heart
was lifted up with pride, and when he had gone even farther than his predecessors
had done by the sacrilegious use of the vessels of the temple, thus showing special
contempt for the God of heaven, then appeared the mysterious handwriting on the
wall. It was then an appropriate time for the Most High God, who had been thus
contemned and insulted, to come forth and rebuke the proud and impious monarch.
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4. THE INTERPRETED MESSAGE Daniel 5:25-29
25 And this is the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN . 26

This is the interpretation of the matter: MENE, God has numbered the days of your
kingdom and brought it to an end; 27 TEKEL , you have been weighed in the balances
and found wanting; 28 PERES, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes andl

Persians."*

29 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a
chain of gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made about him,
that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

Common Aramaic words. But what did they mean?
"numbered, numbered, weighed, divided"

But without subject or object they had no meaning.

Daniel 5:26

This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom,
and finished it.

[This is the interpretation of the thing] It may seem not to have been difficult to
interpret the meaning of the communication, when one was able to read the words,
or when the sense of the words was understood. But, if the words are placed
together, and considered in their abstract form, the whole communication would be
so enigmatical that the interpretation would not be likely to occur to anyone
without a Divine guidance.

MENE, MENE, TEKEL, (PERES) UPHARSIN.
NUMBER, NUMBER, WEIGHT, (DIVISION)DIVISIONS;

Daniel 5:26

[And finished it] This is not the meaning of the word "Mene," but is the
explanation by Daniel of the thing intended. The word in its interpretation fairly
implied that; or that might be understood from it. The fact that the "kingdom" in its
duration was "numbered," properly expressed the idea that it was now to come to
an end. It did actually then come to an end by being merged in that of the Medes
and Persians.



20

Daniel 5:27

[Thou art weighed in the balances] That is, this, in the circumstances, is the proper
interpretation of this word. It would apply to anything whose value was ascertained
by weighing it; but as the reference here was to the king of Babylon, and as the
whole representation was designed for him, Daniel distinctly applies it to him:
"thou art weighed."

[And art found wanting] This is added, like the previous phrase, as an explanation.
Even if the word could have been read by the Chaldeans, yet its meaning could not
have been understood without a Divine communication, for though it were
supposed to be applicable to the monarch, it would still be a question what the
result of the weighing or trial would be. That could have been known to Daniel
only by a communication from on high.

Daniel 5:28

[Thy kingdom is divided] That is, the proper interpretation of this communication
is, that the kingdom is about to be rent asunder, or broken into fragments. It is to be
separated or torn from the dynasty that has ruled over it, and to be given to another.

[And given to the Medes and Persians] On this united kingdom, see the notes at Isa
13:17. It was "given" to the Medes and Persians when it was taken by Cyrus, and
when the kingdom of Babylon became extinct, and thenceforward became a part of
the Medo-Persian Empire.

Daniel 5:29

[Then commanded Belshazzar] In compliance with his promise, Dan 5:16. Though
the interpretation had been so fearful in its import, and though Daniel had been so
plain and faithful with him, yet he did not hesitate to fulfill his promise. It is a
remarkable instance of the result of fidelity, that a proud monarch should have
received such a reproof, and such a prediction in this manner, and it is an
encouragement to us to do our duty, and to state the truth plainly to wicked men.
Their own consciences testify to them that it is the truth, and they will see the truth
so clearly that they cannot deny it.
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[And they clothed Daniel with scarlet ...] All this, it would seem, was transacted in
a single night, and it has been made an objection, as above remarked, to the
authenticity of the book, that such events are said to have occurred in so short a
space of time, and that Daniel should have been so soon clothed with the robes of
office. On this objection, see Introduction to the chapter, Section I. II. In respect to
the latter part of the objection, it may be here further remarked, that it was not
necessary to "fit" him with a suit of clothes made expressly for the occasion, for
the loose, flowing robes of the Orientals were as well adapted to one person as
another, and in the palaces of kings such garments were always on hand.

5. THE FALLEN KINGDOM Daniel 5:30-31

30 That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. 31 And Darius the
Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.

The recent downfall of Saddam Husain in Iraq is an example of how fast kingdoms
can come to an end.

The Greek historian, Herodotus, writes about the fall of Babylon. The defenders of
the city did not concern themselves with the siege because they had enough
provisions for 20 years, and the Euphrates River flowed through the city.

On the very night of Belshazzar's feast, however, Darius' army diverted the river
from its regular channel, draining the riverbed, surprising the defenders and taking
the city. Jeremiah had called it exactly!

Daniel 5:30

[In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain]
The account which Xenophon gives of the taking of Babylon and of the death of
the king-though without mentioning his name, agrees so well with the statement
here, that it may be regarded as a strong confirmation of its correctness. After
describing the preparation made to take the city by draining off the waters of the
Euphrates, so as to leave the channel dry beneath the walls for the army of Cyrus,
and after recording the charge which Cyrus gave to his generals Gadatas and
Gobryas, he adds, "And indeed those who were with Gobryas said that it would not
be wonderful if the gates of the palace should be found open, "as the whole city
that night seemed to be given up to revelry"
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Daniel 5:31

[And Darius the Median took the kingdom] The city and kingdom were actually
taken by Cyrus, though acting in the name and by the authority of Darius, or
Cyaxares, who was his uncle. For a full explanation of the conquests of Cyrus, and
of the reason why the city is said to have been taken by Darius, see the notes at Isa
41:2. In regard to the question who Darius the Median was, see the Introduction to
Daniel, 6, section II. The name Darius - Daarayaawesh, is the name under which
the three Medo-Persian kings are mentioned in the Old Testament.

[This is not Darius the Persian who came to power 20 years later.]

As for the royal banqueters, Herodotus says, "Long after the outer portions of the
town were taken, they knew nothing of what had happened, and continued to party
down." Apparently they went back to partying after Daniel announced their doom.

Note: Most preachers in our day say that God does not cause hardship and
sickness. Are these preachers right?

“Who actually killed Belshazzar is not known, but presumably it was Darius
the Mede. But that presents a problem because the identity of Darius is itself
unclear. He is definitely not the great Darius of Persia who will come to
power some 20 years later. Most speculation centers on a man by the name
of Gobryas [or Gubaru], who is identified as an ally of Cyrus and the
governor of the Gutium peoples, who took Babylon from the Babylonians.
Whoever he might actually be, this Darius the Mede will have control of the
nation for about three years before he hands Babylon over to the ascending
Persian Empire.” The Narrated Bible, p 1227.


