
Isaiah 37:2-32 Responding to the Arguments of Fear (Part 2) 

Our fears present arguments to us in order to diminish our faith in God.  Hezekiah’s fear was 
Sennacherib, King of Assyria, who tried to persuade Hezekiah to distrust God and surrender to Assyria’s 
field commander.  Hezekiah’s initial response to this threat was to humble himself before the LORD in 
worship (37:1).  His next response was to commit his fear to God through prayer.  You also can respond 
to the arguments of fear with God-centered prayer as God’s appointed means of accomplishing His 
sovereign purpose in your life.   
What does God-centered prayer look like?  How are your prayers related to God’s sovereign purpose? 
1) God-centered prayer: 

a) Addresses God with reverent faith and adoration of His Person and Work (v. 16) 
i) His Supreme Power—“LORD of hosts” 
ii) His Covenant Faithfulness—“God of Israel” 
iii) His Sovereign Authority—“Enthroned above the cherubim”; “You are the God of all the 

kingdoms of the earth” 
iv) His Absolute Uniqueness—“alone”; cf. vv. 18-19 “For they were no gods, but the work of 

men’s hands, wood and stone.” 
v) His Unique Right—“You have made heaven and earth” 
vi) His Marvelous Work—“You have made heaven and earth” 
vii) “The heart of prayer is not its petitionary content, but the acknowledgement of God.”— J. 

Alec Motyer 
b) Petitions with a primary concern for the honor of God (v. 17): “hear all the words of 

Sennacherib, which he has sent to mock the living God” 
c) Petitions with a primary aim of seeing God glorified (v. 20): “that all the kingdoms of the earth 

may know that you alone are the LORD” 
d) Makes Petitions (a few biblical principles) (James 4:2): 

i) Ask only for things that you can enjoy with and for God: James 4:3—“You ask and do not 
receive because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” 

ii) Ask only for things that accord with God’s will: 1 John 5:14—“And this is the confidence that 
we have towards Him, that if we ask anything according to His will He hears us.  And if we 
know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have 
asked of Him.” (John Piper—Pray with a wartime mentality) 

iii) Ask with faith in God, not with faith in the perfection of your prayer: Matthew 7:11—“If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” 

2) Prayer and God’s Sovereign, Eternal Purpose 
a) God has predetermined all things according to His good and wise purpose (v. 26). 

i) Ephesians 1:11 “In Him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will.” 

ii) “The decrees of God are His eternal purpose, according to the counsel of His will, whereby, 
for His own glory, He hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.” (WSC, Q7) 

iii) Isaiah 37:26 “Have you not heard that I determined it long ago?  I planned from days of old 
what now I bring to pass . . .” 
(1) Sennacherib is accountable to the LORD (vv. 23-25). 
(2) God was executing His eternal purpose in Sennacherib’s victories (vv. 26-27). 
(3) God was executing His eternal purpose in the fall of Sennacherib (vv. 28-29). 
(4) God gives the remnant a sign to assure them that He is ruling all of these affairs (vv. 30-

32). 



b) God has ordained/appointed prayer as a means/instrument to accomplish His ends (vv. 21-22): 
“Because you have prayed to Me concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria, this is the word that 
the LORD has spoken concerning him.” 
i) When God ordains rain, He typically ordains clouds.  So, when God ordains events, He may 

ordain prayer as the secondary cause of those events. 
ii) In answer to Hezekiah’s prayer “the Lord is about to do what He has planned of old.  Here is 

a mystery of prayer: it is a means by which the Lord brings eternal counsels to pass.  He 
performs foreordained purposes in answer to prayer.”—Motyer  

c) The efficacy of prayer is in God, not in the flesh.   
i) Prayer is addressed to God—“To Me” (v. 21) 
ii) Prayer is in the Spirit—“praying at all times in the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:18)—The Spirit 

fashions our prayers within us 
iii) Prayer is in the name of Jesus—“In that day you will ask in My name . . .” (John 16:26)—

Christ sanctifies our prayers as they ascend to the Triune God 
d) Prayer requires your activity 

i) Your mind/understanding (1 Cor. 14:15) 
ii) Persistence (Luke 18:1-8) 
iii) Fervency (James 5:17; Colossians 4:12; Romans 15:30) 

e) “Prayer is not the means by which we get from God what we want.  Rather, prayer is a means 
God uses to give us what He wants.”—Robert L. Reymond 

What are you afraid of?  Have you brought your fear before the throne of God?  Hezekiah took 
Sennacherib’s letter into the temple and spread it out before the Lord (v. 14).  Hezekiah’s cause was 
bound to God’s Kingdom.  In Christ, your cause is bound to God’s Kingdom.  Entrust your cause to Him in 
God-centered prayer, knowing that it is His appointed means for accomplishing His purpose in your life. 
 


