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“The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-5” 

Introduction: 
 
     The letters to the seven churches in the Revelation are the last direct words we have from the 
LORD Jesus Christ until the last chapter of this book. These seven individual letters take up two 
complete chapters of the Revelation. It has been calculated the chapters two and three make up 
one-eighth of the book of the Revelation. So out of 22 chapters, for it to take up two complete 
chapters this shows us that these letters are extremely significant to this book. One might think that 
one-eighth is not that important, but it is a very significant portion. If a person lives to be 70 years-
old, one-eighth of their life is 8.75 years. Now does that seem just a little bit more significant? 
 
     We saw last week how that the Sovereign LORD of Glory with those eyes like the flames of fire 
are able to pierce into the thoughts and hearts of men. For the next few weeks we will see how that 
this same LORD looks upon His churches in this rigid inspection with His every so loving evaluation. 
This evaluation must precede the Day of Judgment upon the world and judgment must begin at the 
house of God.  
 

 
 
I Peter 4:17 
 
17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what 
shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 
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     These next 51 verses that we will cover by going over each church individually is the only 
unedited direct address by the LORD Jesus Christ to His churches in the entire Bible. Tonight we 
will begin with Revelation 2:1 and look at the church at Ephesus. Before we start there are a few 
things I want to point out.  
 

1. The systematic order in which these churches are listed:  
 
     The order in which the churches are addresses and listed by the LORD Jesus Christ is the same 
order of logical travel from Patmos unto the main land to Ephesus following the Roman route all the 
way around to the church at Laodicea. These are seven actual literal churches that faced these 
issues and were being warned about them by our LORD and that applied today  these seven letters 
to the churches show the problems and issues of any local body that gets slightly off course. 
However through their systematic order in the way that they are listed; I do believe that these 
letters contain a further message in showing a panoramic view of the church age from the time of 
John’s writing until the translation of the body of Christ.  
 

 
 
     These churches had an order to their listing for a purpose. This average distance between these 
seven churches were 33 miles. During John’s day this journey would have been made by foot, 
donkey or horseback and could take as much as two days. So I the early days of the New Testament 
Church there were no churches side by side or just two or three miles down the road from one 
another. This idea of multiple churches within a few miles from each other just doesn’t line up the 
Scriptures.  
 
     There were other places of religious worship in these cities the LORD Jesus Christ never 
acknowledges them as being His Church; nor does Paul’s writings, Luke, Peter, James, Jude, nor any 
other writings of John indicate that these other entities belonged to the body of Christ, but very 
clearly to the other extreme.      
 
 We will approach this study keeping those three thoughts in mind: 
 

a. They represent seven literal churches in the time of John. 
b. They represent the issues and problems at hand of any church during any age. 
c. They represent a panoramic view of the church age throughout history. 
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2. The work of Satan around and from within these churches:  
 
     The work of Satan is clearly seen to be very active around and even within these seven churches. 
At Smyrna John even mentions their tribulation: I know the blasphemy of them which say they are 
Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. Satan’s plot and work to stop hinder and divert the 
work of the ministry for the glory of God around these specific seven churches is mentioned in 
again at Pergamos. I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is.  
 
     This is speaking about the very headquarters of satanic opposition in Pergamos; right in the 
acropolis of the city was the base for the Gentile false religion for the worship of Zeus with the large 
throne-shaped altar. They also had their a temple and altar for the false worship of Asklepios, the 
Greek god of healing who was in the form of a snake, that is still used today in the medical symbol 
taken from the bronze serpent on the pole that Moses was instructed to make in the wilderness.  
 
     Satan was clearly working all around these churches to stop their effectiveness in their work for 
the LORD. But He was also working within as seen in the church at Thyatira. But unto you I say, and 
unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of 
Satan, as they speak. It is clear that Satan is very active in these churches to do all that he can to 
hinder their work.  
 

3. The Sovereignty of our LORD: 
 
     These seven letters continue to paint a picture of the Sovereignty of the LORD Jesus Christ. He 
has complete and full knowledge of each and everyone and everything within these churches. As He 
declares this in Revelation 2:23 – And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall 
know that I am He which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you 
according to your works.  
 
     This verse develops a picture of His Sovereignty in that He is the judge, executioner and the 
rewarder. He is able to look into the heart and soul of a man and know his thoughts. He gives life 
and brings death. The LORD Jesus Christ has perfect and intimate knowledge of each and every 
human heart; no evil at all can be hidden from Him. He is the judge and He will judge and reward all 
men.  
 
Revelation 2:1-7 

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in 
his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: 
and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 
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6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate. 

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 

     These seven letters to the churches are just like seven short epistles and are very similar to Jesus’ 
parables and His prophecy on the Mount of Olives. Ephesus being the first and taking only seven 
verses was can be compared to the first century church with a need for revival.  
 

 

Overview of the Church of Ephesus 

     Ephesus was the wealthy capital of the Roman province of Asia and a very important commercial 
and political center for the Roman Empire. Though Ephesus was famous for its temple to Diana 
which was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world many of the citizens came to saving faith 
in the LORD Jesus Christ under Paul’s ministry. Paul founded this church at Ephesus and later had 
asked Timothy to be its pastor as seen in Acts chapters 19 and 20 and the Ephesians’ church was 
also the Apostle John’s home church.  

 

Revelation 2:1 

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in 
his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 
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     The Greek word from which translates the English word “apocalypse” literally means “to 
uncover, or to reveal.” These letters are very much a part of this apocalypse or this uncovering or 
revealing. Verse one tells us that the Apostle John is not the one saying these things but this 
message is coming directly from the one who holds the seven stars in His right hand and walks in 
the midst of these churches. That One is none other than the LORD Jesus Christ.  

     This letter was addresses to “the angel of the church of Ephesus.” Now from what we know from 
Acts chapter 19 and 20, who was the pastor of the church at Ephesus shortly after the Apostle Paul? 
Timothy would have been the pastor. We know that angels are connected to the local with the local 
churches because Paul reminded him of this reality in I Timothy 5:21. 

I Timothy 5:21 

21 I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these 
things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality. 

     The Apostle Paul charged Timothy in the presence of God, the LORD Jesus Christ and the elect or 
the chosen angels. Now since angels are not omnipresent that means when Paul was addressing 
Timothy we may assume that there was specific angels watching over and monitoring his ministry 
in the church at Ephesus at that time. We also know from Hebrews 1:13-14 that angels are 
ministering spirits sent out by God to render ministry service to believers and those who shall be 
the heirs of salvation. This being noted we know that there is a very real and very serious angelic 
ministry associated with the Church and the members of the body of Christ. 

     Knowing that angels are connected to a church should make one get real about the seriousness of 
our business at hand. But knowing that the LORD Himself walks in the midst of His churches should 
make one to really approach this area “for to worship” with a much more sober heart and mind. 
Because John is writing here the direct words of Christ and the LORD is reminding us that He, 
Himself, personally moves among His churches. Dr. J. Vernon McGee said “I believe Christ is still 
walking up and down in our day and He is still judging the church.” So keep that in mind, whatever 
we do for or in the church or what we don’t’ do is on full display before the LORD Jesus Christ as 
well as all things because He carefully watches and controls all things.   

Revelation 2:2 

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: 
and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 

      The LORD mentioned five things here in this verse works, labor and patience.  

- Works – He had full knowledge of all their deeds. 
- Labor – He had complete awareness of all their toils. 
- Patience – He knew fully of their faithfulness and perseverance. 
- Not bearing evil – He knew of their purity in not putting up with sin, it was not tolerated 

and such evils were swiftly silenced. 
- Tried the false – He knew of their leadership, sound judgment and church discipline in 

accordance with the Scriptures. 
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     There were several coming into these early churches and claiming apostolic authority. Still today 
in 2014 there are thousands of people in certain little groups that claim this authority and many of 
the churches of today just go right along with it; they are bearing this evil and not trying the false 
using church discipline in accordance with the Scriptures. Today if one comes into any church and 
claims they have apostolic authority they should be immediately dealt with using the Biblical 
criteria for being an apostle: 

1. An Apostle must have been specifically verbally called by the LORD Jesus Christ (Matthew 
4:18-22; Acts 9:15). 

2. An Apostle had to have received specific teaching from the LORD Jesus Christ (Galatians 
1:11-12). 

3. An Apostle had to physically seen the resurrected LORD Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 9:1-2; I 
Corinthians 15:7-8). 

4. An Apostle had to make an apostolic impact on the people in the teaching of the Word (I 
Corinthians 9:1-2). 

5. An Apostle must be able to perform the apostolic sign gift miracles (II Corinthians 12:11-
12). 

Revelation 2:3 

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 

     Here the LORD mentions their perseverance and endurance. He has full knowledge of their 
persistent labors for His name’s sake, they have not fainted. As Robert Thomas states, “Never did 
they entertain any thought of giving up. . . Their loyalty to the LORD preempted weariness” 
(Revelation – An Exegetical Commentary, Vol. 1 page 139). 

Revelation 2:4 

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 

     For over 40 years since the founding of this church, it had remained faithful to the Word and the 
LORD Jesus Christ. Through difficulty and persecution, the members had endured, always driven by 
the correct motive, for Christ’s name sake. But here in verse four the LORD Himself states: 
Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. To be a Christian is to 
love the LORD Jesus Christ, and not just to love in word but in deed also.  

John 14:21 

21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 
shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 

John 14:23 

23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 
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     But the love, fervor and passion of this church had become cold. Their doctrine and moral purity, 
their undiminished zeal for the truth, and their disciplined service were no substitute for the love of 
Christ which they had forsaken. I pray to God that our passion for doctrine and truth will never 
override that passion, zeal and love for the One who bought and redeemed us. Amen! 

Revelation 2:5 

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 

     Christ says very clearly; remember, repent or He will remove. But what did He say that He would 
personally remove? The candlestick or the lamp stand, which is what? Does that represent their 
salvation, did Jesus say; I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, 
except thou repent?  Because there are people out there who honestly think this. What He is 
speaking of removing is their witness, their testimony, their influence in the world concerning Him.  

     The LORD Jesus Christ can stop a church from reflecting the glory of God and see to it that it 
never reflects that glory ever again. By His direct judgment for their blatant failure to remember 
from where they fall and repent to do their first works. Christ can by His own will, might and power 
remove that light of the church and place it somewhere else for His honor and His glory. 

Revelation 2:6 

6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate. 

     Notice after He has rebuked them the LORD does not end on this note. He now gives another 
commendation. He has just condemned them because they did not have the right kind of love but 
now He commends them for having the right kind of hate. There are two main views concerning 
this group who called themselves the Nicolaitanes.  

1. It was a group of apostate church leaders who promoted immorality.  
2. It was also a group of apostate church leaders that promoted religious dominance.  

     This was a problem in Pergamos also, this heresy was similar to the teaching of Balaam. Nicolas 
means “one who conquers the people.” Irenaeus writes that Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch that was 
made one of the first deacons of the church in Acts 6:5 was a false believer who later became 
apostate. Because of his early dealing with the church and his credentials he was able to lead many 
in the church astray.  

     This group followed Nicolas who promoted a licentious indulging of the flesh, living a life of self-
indulgence, their false teaching perverted the gospel of grace and replaces it with liberty and 
license. The LORD very clearly stated He hated them, there is another verse to add to your list of 
many in the apologetic vindication of those that state that God loves everyone. But this thou hast, 
that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate. 
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Revelation 2:7 

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 

     Notice that Jesus is speaking to His Church, not the world, not the lost and not the reprobate. To 
him that overcomes is exactly who He is talking to. Now just who is that? According to the Apostle 
John’s own writings in his very own definition he tells us. 

I John 5:4-5 

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

     An over comer is one who is born of God, this is the promise of Christ Himself. By knowing, 
believing and embracing this His children by reading, hearing and keeping this will be blessed.  

 


