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Matthew 26:17-35 Passover and Last Supper    September 27, 2015 (Peter) 

Exodus 12:1-28 

2 Chronicles 35:1-19 

Psalm 150 

 

Introduction: The Passover – A History 
Have you ever wondered why we do the Lord’s Supper the way we do? 

 Jesus and his disciples had a meal together. 

  We have a bite of bread and a sip of wine. 

 

In order to show how this works, I thought we’d do something a little different  

 and have two OT readings in order to show how the Passover changed over time. 

 

We have heard about the institution of the Passover in Exodus 12. 

 

 a. The Institution of the Passover (Exodus 12:1-28) 

In Ex 12, “the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.” 

 The flesh is to be roasted on the fire – not boiled. (v9) 

 None shall remain until morning (v10) 

 

And in verses 14-28, God sets out the requirements for the future: 

 And “in all your dwelling places you shall eat unleavened bread.” (v20) 

 They are to “keep this service” when they come into the Promised Land (v25). 

 In Exodus 12-13, it sounds like the Passover can be celebrated in any home. 

 

 But forty years later, in Moses’ sermons as Israel is about to enter the land, 

  in Deuteronomy 16 he tells us that the Passover  

   is not to be celebrated “within any of your towns” – 

    but only at the central sanctuary. 

 

 But Deuteronomy 16 still speaks of the people offering the Passover sacrifice. 

 Indeed, in 2 Chronicles 30 we hear about the restoration of the Passover under Hezekiah. 

  There were so many people who were ceremonially unclean 

   that the Levites had to slaughter the Passover lamb for them. 

  Those who were clean could slaughter their own lambs – 

   but those who were unclean needed the Levites to help. 

 

 But in 2 Chronicles 35, we hear that the priests and Levites slaughtered all the lambs. 

 

 b. The Passover Feast and the King (2 Chronicles 35:1-19) 

Notice the importance of the King in the celebration of the Passover. 

 Josiah contributed 30,000 lambs and young goats, along with 3,000 bulls. 

  The chiefs of the people provided 7,600 more lambs and 800 more bulls. 

 

 In Exodus – and in Deuteronomy – the people bring their own lambs. 

 Now the King provides the lambs. 
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 In Exodus 12, each family slaughters its own lamb. 

 Now the priests slaughter them. 

 

 From the days of Josiah until the destruction of the temple in AD 70 

  the priests and Levites will slaughter the Passover lamb. 

 

This fits the pattern of redemptive history: 

 Israel was called to succeed where Adam had failed. 

 But Israel failed – just like Adam. 

 And so God called David to succeed where Israel had failed. 

 

 Josiah – the greatest Son of David before Jesus! – 

  was simply doing his job as the Son of David. 

  

In Egypt, each family took a lamb and slaughtered it. 

 When Israel came into the land, the Passover seems to have died out 

  as Israel forgot the LORD their God. 

 Only hundreds of years later, 

  as Josiah looks back at what Moses had said 

   he seeks to recover the Passover feast. 

 

 But there is a big difference between the original Passover meal 

  and the liturgical celebration of the Passover in the temple. 

 

If you are each in your own home,  

it will be very intimate and personal. 

If you are all gathered altogether in the temple,  

 it will have a much grander feel – indeed it would be quite a spectacular event! 

 

And it would have been to such a spectacular event that Jesus came with his disciples. 

 

Let us respond to God’s word by singing Psalm 150. 

 

Sing Psalm 150 

Read Matthew 26:17-35 

 

Some might prefer the more intimate setting – 

 but God had commanded Israel to celebrate the Passover in the temple. 

 

In the same way, people nowadays often wax nostalgic  

for the more intimate setting of Jesus and 12 disciples having a meal around a table. 

 

Some churches have even instituted the practice  

of having each family partake of the Lord’s Supper in its own little grouping. 

They do this because they think that they are being faithful to the Passover idea. 
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 But Matthew 26 makes it clear that such a practice 

  is not what Jesus and his disciples did. 

 You do not see James and John (the sons of Zebedee) off with their father at Passover. 

  They are with Jesus. 

 

 The Twelve have left their families in order to follow Jesus. 

  And in Jesus they have found a new family. 

 

Paul also makes it clear in 1 Corinthians 11 that having a meal together is not the point – 

  “Don’t you have homes for that?” 

 The point is that the whole church is gathered together. 

 The point is that the people of God “take and eat” the body of Christ together, 

  and drink – all of you – the blood of the covenant. 

 

So, just like with the Passover, 

 we should not try to reproduce the Last Supper in Holy Communion. 

 

The liturgical celebration is not going to look identical to the original event. 

 What is necessary? 

 “He took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, 

  ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’ 

 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, 

  ‘Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 

   which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’” 

 

So let’s look at how Jesus establishes the Lord’s Supper as the New Covenant meal. 

 

1. “My Time Is at Hand” – the Passover and the Kingdom (v17-19) 
17 

Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you 

have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 
18 

He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and 

say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with 

my disciples.’” 
19 

And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the 

Passover. 

 

Verses 17-19 highlight the fact that Jesus refers to this as “eating the Passover.” 

 It is the first day of Unleavened Bread. 

 This will be the day when they sacrifice the Passover lamb. 

 But the Jewish day begins at sundown. 

  So the “first day of Unleavened Bread” starts at sundown. 

 

 But the Passover lambs will not be sacrificed until morning. 

 

This is probably why there is no reference to meat at the Passover meal. 

 Indeed, all the Gospel accounts agree that the Last Supper happened on Thursday night 

  (before any lambs had been sacrificed). 

 Jesus calls it “eating the Passover” – 
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  because he knows that he will not be around  

to partake of the lamb on the following day. 

 

 Indeed, he will become the Lamb! 

 

And so Jesus tells his disciples to go to a certain man and tell him, 

 “The Teacher says, My time is at hand.” 

   Jesus has been telling his disciples that he must die and be raised from the dead. 

  Now Jesus says that his time has come. 

 

2. “One of You Will Betray Me” – Judas and the Kingdom (v20-25) 
20 

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve.
[b]

  

 

Meals play an important role in the ministry of Jesus. 

 He started his ministry fasting in the wilderness – 

  “Man shall not live by bread alone” – 

   but bread will gain a new significance because of what Jesus does. 

 Jesus fed the five thousand with five loaves – 

  and he fed the four thousand with seven loaves. 

  

And all through his ministry, Jesus has been eating with tax collectors and sinners. 

  He came to call them to repentance. 

 Yesterday he was eating with Simon the leper –  

  and while he reclined at table with Simon, 

  a woman came and anointed him with costly ointment – 

   preparing him for his burial. 

 
21 

And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 
22 

And they 

were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 
23 

He answered, 

“He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 
24 

The Son of Man goes as it is 

written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been 

better for that man if he had not been born.” 
25 

Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, 

Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.” 

 

But now Jesus is eating with the man who will betray him. 

 If it was a stranger, it would not have been so bad. 

 But this is one of the twelve – one of his closest followers. 

 

Last week, we saw the devotion of the woman who anointed Jesus. 

 Jesus said that wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, 

  what this woman did will be told in memory of her. 

 She gave selflessly to show honor and devotion to the person of Jesus. 

 

 Now we see the flagrant disregard for Jesus shown by the one who would betray him. 

 It would be better for him if he had never been born! 
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And yet, notice that Jesus has table fellowship with Judas. 

 It is true that it would have been better for Judas if he had never been born – 

  and yet Jesus allows this apostate to sit at his table  

  and break bread with him. 

 

But why did our Lord admit Judas to his table? 

 Because in spite of what Judas was going to do, 

  Jesus judged based on Judas’ profession. 

 He knew Judas’ heart, 

  but when it came to table fellowship, 

  he accepted Judas’s profession.  

 

This is why the church admits people to the Lord’s Table based on their profession. 

 We do not try to judge hearts! 

 If our Lord himself – who knows all hearts – allowed Judas to partake, 

  then we (who cannot know the heart)  

should likewise accept people based on their profession. 

 

3. “This Is My Body” – The Eucharist and the Kingdom (v26-29) 
26 

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 

 

This would be a familiar pattern to the disciples – 

 and to the readers of Matthew’s gospel. 

 

Jesus had taken bread and blessed it and broke it and gave it  

 to the five thousand – 

 and to the four thousand. 

 

The feeding of the multitudes had signaled the coming of the Kingdom. 

 We saw from 2 Chronicles that because Josiah was the King, 

  he provided the lambs for the Passover. 

 Now, King Jesus provides bread from heaven.  

 

 
27 

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all 

of you, 
28 

for this is my blood of the
[c]

 covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. 
29 

I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 

with you in my Father's kingdom.” 

 

What is Jesus doing here? 

 

When Jesus says, “this is my body…this is my blood of the covenant,” 

 he is saying that he is the sacrifice. 

Jews are quite familiar with the idea of participating in the sacrifice. 

 They did it regularly. 
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And here at the Passover, they are used to thinking of the lamb in terms of the sacrifice. 

 They partake of the lamb and so the death of the lamb covers their death. 

 The angel of death will “pass over” their house because of the sacrifice. 

 

Jesus claims that he is the sacrifice – he is the Passover – in which they must participate 

 if they are to escape the angel of death (Ex. 12:12-13). 

 

But this is not just a Passover meal. 

 

But Jesus doesn’t take only the parts of the Passover meal that were of divine origin. 

He does take the bread, 

but he doesn’t take the lamb (and since this is the evening  

before the lambs were slaughtered, there likely is no lamb!). 

 And he takes the cup. 

 

 There is nothing in the Old Testament about drinking wine at Passover! 

 

But then again, Jesus is not just taking a Passover meal  

 and turning it into the Lord’s Supper. 

 

He is taking imagery from all the covenant meals of the Old Testament. 

 

Throughout the scriptures the covenant meal mediates the blessings of God. 

 And the images presented in the Lord's Supper blend together much  

that would have been familiar to an audience steeped in the OT scriptures.   

 

The setting of the Passover would have presented the images of the Paschal lamb  

and the release from bondage in Egypt, which that sacrifice represented.   

 

The language of the “blood of the covenant,” however, is a clear reference to Exodus 24. 

 Exodus 24 gives an account of the first corporate worship service in Israel’s history. 

 

 The covenant ritual of Exodus 24 involved blood sacrifice,  

after which Moses read the Book of the Covenant,  

and sprinkled the blood on the people, saying:   

"This is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you  

in accordance with all these words."   

Then the elders of Israel went up on the mountain  

and ate and drank in the presence of the LORD.   

 

Matthew's audience would quickly recognize  

that the "blood of the covenant" was intimately connected with the sacrificial meal.   

 

The life is in the blood. 

 The wages of sin of death. 

 And without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins. 
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Because of my sin I should have died. 

 But the sacrifice dies in my place. 

 

 To partake of a sacrifice (to eat the meat)  

is to share in the death of the sacrificial victim – 

  and so all who partake of the sacrifice 

are bound together as one community united to each other 

   through a common participation in one sacrifice. 

 

This was why King Josiah brought so many lambs (together with his leading vassals). 

 He wanted all his people to be united in the covenant meal. 

 

 And this is why Paul will say that you cannot partake of the Lord’s Table 

  and the table of demons. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is not simply a “memorial” – 

 Jesus says, “This is my body.” 

  Scripture does not tell us about the mechanics of how this works! 

  Indeed, most of the controversies in the church over the Lord’s Supper 

   have been because we keep trying to explain the mechanics! 

 

 We should be content with what Paul says: 

   “the bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?” 

 It is bread that we break. 

 And it is also a participation – a communion – in the body of Christ. 

  We partake of his substance – of his body. 

   

 Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper in a special way. 

  Yes, certainly, we are united to Christ by faith. 

  But Jesus and Paul both highlight the eucharist – the Lord’s Supper – 

   as a special way in which we participate in Christ. 

 

And our text shows us a couple things about why this is so important. 

 After all, if there was no eucharist – and no baptism – what would we be missing? 

 We would be missing anything to do with the body. 

 

There is nothing so fundamental to bodily existence than eating and drinking. 

 You simply cannot maintain life without food and drink. 

 

 But, as we saw in the temptation of Jesus, 

  “man shall not live by bread alone.” 

  

 And so Jesus takes bread, and he blesses it, and breaks it, and gives it to his disciples. 

  You need bread to live – 

   but bread alone cannot give life! 

  You need Jesus! 
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 As he says in the gospel of John, 

  “Unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood, you have no life in you.” (6:53) 

 

Jesus is saying that he has come to bring a new Exodus – 

but more than a new Exodus – a New Creation! 

 

1) through his sacrificial death he will bring his people out of bondage to sin and death; 

2) in this covenant meal his disciples are knit together as one people before God; 

3) and all of this is done in anticipation of the coming feast of the kingdom of God. 

 

The Passover pointed the Israelites back to the deliverance from Egypt,  

but also forward to the Great Deliverance that was to come.   

Jesus now declares that his body and blood are the sacrifice  

which will accomplish the Great Deliverance,  

but he also focuses their attention on the future meal in the kingdom of God, 

 when all will be fulfilled. 

 

 The Lord’s Supper both points back to Christ’s death 

  and points forward to his coming in glory. 

 

But we should also reflect on what it means that Christ’s blood is poured out for “many.” 

 This language is rooted in Isaiah 52:15  

which speaks of the Servant “sprinkling many nations.” 

 But when you look back at the context in Isaiah, 

  it is not at all clear that Isaiah thinks of this “sprinkling” in salvific terms. 

 In fact, the rabbis generally took the “many” of Isaiah as the wicked  

(whether Jews or Gentiles) 

   who are silenced by the Servant of the LORD. 

  

 Jesus here gives a radically new interpretation: 

  his blood will atone for many. 

 The blood of the covenant is poured out for many. 

 

The Jews were eagerly anticipating the eschatological banquet. 

 They longed to see the coming of the feast of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 The Passover liturgy itself helped to create expectation among the people. 

 

Jesus sets out the Lord’s Supper as the initial participation in the eschatological feast. 

 Jesus is the eschatological feast,  

because his body is real food and his blood is real drink, 

 and so in one sense the eschatological feast is “already” here – in him;  

but at the same time the feast is “not yet” here  

because Jesus must himself abstain until the coming of the kingdom. 

 

People sometimes get preoccupied with the question of whether Jesus partook himself. 



 9

 After all, if “this is my body,” could Jesus partake of his own body? 

 

It certainly appears that Jesus partook of that Last Supper. 

 I would simply point out that when Jesus ordains this feast, 

  he is setting a pattern for the disciples, 

  a pattern that will gain its true meaning and power after his resurrection. 

 

 The power of the sacraments is the resurrection life of Jesus. 

 This is why we say that while the OT sacraments and the NT sacraments  

  are all fundamentally similar, pointing to the same reality –  

   namely, the death and resurrection of Jesus – 

  the difference is found in the greater power, glory and efficacy  

of the NT sacraments – 

 which is solely due to the resurrection power of Jesus. 

 

So if Jesus ever partook of OT sacraments – 

 such as the Passover, the various peace offerings, etc. – 

 then he partook of something that signified his own sacrifice. 

 

And what Jesus did at the Last Supper was take various aspects of OT sacraments 

 and weave them together into a new sacrament 

  that would only gain its new covenant power and efficacy 

 through his resurrection from the dead. 

 

So there is no reason why Jesus could not have partaken of the Last Supper. 

 But he will not partake again until the kingdom of his Father, 

  because in his death and resurrection 

   he will pass through death and judgment. 

 When one enters the kingdom glory of the Father, 

  one does not need those sacraments that are intended for the pilgrim! 

 

Jesus is not merely claiming to be the Passover lamb. 

 He is claiming to fulfill the whole sacrificial and covenantal system of Israel. 

 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.” 

 

It is a staggering claim! 

 Jesus calls his disciples to take and eat, 

  and participate in this “new covenant” sacrifice. 

 He will no longer partake of this, 

  because after this day, this cup will no longer simply prefigure his sacrifice, 

  from now on, this cup will be a participation in his sacrifice. 

 

After this day, the final corner in the history of redemption will be turned. 

 

Jesus shows here that his death is a redemptive death,  

bound up with the fulfillment of the covenant, first made to Abraham,  
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deepened on Sinai (Ex. 24:8-11), and now definitively accomplished in Jesus.   

 

Jesus’ declaration of abstinence, therefore, is an eschatological statement:   

this inaugurates the coming of the kingdom,  

and declares that the next covenantal meal— 

in other words, the next redemptive moment of covenantal significance— 

will occur at the final fulfillment of the kingdom.  

 

Therefore we come to the Lord’s Table 

 in order to partake of the resurrection life of Jesus – 

  that we might taste and see his goodness. 

 

We are called to be utterly devoted to his person – 

 because his person gives life to our mortal bodies by his Holy Spirit. 

 

4. “You Will All Fall Away Because of Me This Night” – Peter’s Denial and the Kingdom 

(v30-35) 
30 

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 

Probably they sang one of the Psalms  

(Psalms 114-118 were often sung at Passover by the Jews, 

 so it is likely that they sang one or all of these Psalms). 

As Stanley Hauerwas puts it, 

“Singing, next to eating, is the most physical and communal form of behavior. 

 Our voice comes from our body. 

 When we sing our bodies are joined,  

making possible a good in common that cannot be destroyed  

even when a people are under occupation or persecution  

or otherwise do not seem to be in control of their own destiny.  

 The Psalms are testimony to Israel’s understanding of how to survive as a people–  

  the very form of survival is a song. 

 It is, therefore, not surprising that a community bound in unity  

through the body and blood of Jesus  

is also a community that not only sings but must sing.” (p221) 

 

We live in a culture that has outsourced singing to professionals. 

 I urge you to make it a practice to sing regularly. 

 You don’t have to be good at it! 

 But when you gather together – sing! 

 


