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You know, in our culture today, I think sometimes we struggle in defining the line 
between want and need. How many times do we claim that we need something when in 
truth really it is something that we just want in our life, and the reason that I'm addressing
that, in just a moment, we're just going to have a time of quiet prayer, if not already, just 
to prepare our hearts for what the word of God is going to challenge us with today and 
I'm going to be honest with you from the first: this is not a message we want to hear 
today, but it may be a message we need to hear. So I'm going to ask you to pray that the 
Lord will prepare your heart not for what you want to hear but maybe for what you need 
to hear and then I'll close us and we'll continue. So let's pray together in silence and then 
I'll close us up.

Lord, we confess this morning that we have spent much of the days leading up to today 
on a continual journey and task to meet the wants of our life. We've tried to acquire, 
we've tried to obtain, we've tried to maneuver so that that which we feel that we need to 
have would be a part of our lives but, God, we come this morning and we confess that 
you know more what we need than we do and so, God, I pray that this would be one of 
those times in our life where rather than what our flesh wants, what the Spirit of God, 
what you desire in our lives, that we would receive it. Lord, would you prepare our 
hearts, prepare our minds, prepare our ears to hear what you would have us to hear, not 
what we want to hear. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I do want to encourage you this morning to open your Bibles to the book of 1 John 3, but 
I am going to give you some warning: in a little bit we're going to find ourselves all the 
way back in the book of Genesis 4, but primarily today we find ourselves in 1 John 3. If 
you're a first time guest or visitor, we have been walking through this great book of the 
Bible kind of under the umbrella or the idea of what we know as authentic Christianity, 
and what we've discovered is 2,000 years since the empty tomb, 2,000 years since that 
Pentecost event when the Holy Spirit was poured out on humanity, that we're still 
struggling with the same struggles, we're still dealing with the same doubts and the same 
issues and what we've been able to see as we walk through these verses of Scripture is 
that the same God that addressed their issues 2,000 years ago is the same God who can 
address our issues today. 

Today as we come to the end of chapter 3, verses 11 through 24, we're going to deal with 
a subject matter that most of us probably would have thought should have come up 
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earlier. It's one of the foundations of the faith. It's one of the primary expressions of the 
faith. It's simply called prayer. Up until this point, the issue of prayer has not been dealt 
with specifically but I believe as we're going to see in just a moment, it's because one of 
the things that we need to have in our life is a life that is prepared to be a life of prayer 
and not just kind of throw it in there as just a part of our lives. So in just a moment, we're 
going to deal with this issue of prayer and how to make the most out of our prayer life. 

But before we do so, let's just agree to the basics when it comes to prayer. There are 
generally three different answers that the Lord can give when it comes to prayer. He can 
say yes, he can say wait, or he can say no. Now, yes, man, we love to hear yes. When we 
ask of something and he gives it into our lives, we love it when God says yes. That's what
we love to hear. The wait is a little bit difficult. What that means is God desires it for our 
lives but we're not yet in a position to receive what he has for us at that time, and so what 
we know is that better is coming but we're in a waiting or a mode of having to be delayed
from our perspective but not necessarily from God's.

Let's be honest this morning: it's the no that we struggle with. That's the part we struggle 
with. Now, the not so theologically accurate Garth Brooks once said, "Some of God's 
greatest gifts are unanswered prayers," and I think we would all agree to that at some 
level because how many times have you prayed for something at some stage of your life, 
years down the road said, "Thank you, God, the answer was no," in that case. So we all 
understand that there are times where God says no. We don't like it but it's for our 
betterment. It is for the best in our lives because we can't see it from God's perspective 
and years down the road we typically say, "Thank you, God, that you did not answer yes 
or wait to what I prayed for." However today, we're going to deal with the other side of 
the no coin when it comes to prayer. Not just the fact that God says that's not what needs 
to happen in your life, we're going to deal with the issue of what happens when there are 
issues in our life that are present in our life, or as we're going to see in just a moment, are 
not present in our life so that God can not say yes, he cannot say wait, he has to say no 
because our lives are not in a position to receive from him what we would desire from 
him. This isn't a message we want to hear, but it may just be a message we need to hear.

1 John 3. I'm going to begin in verse 22. One very simple verse and we're going to read 
the verses that are around it. It says,

22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his 
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 

What a great verse of promise, particularly when it comes to prayer, that whatsoever we 
ask, we receive of him if we keep his commandments and do what is pleasing in his sight.
Now, we take that one single solitary verse, we pull it out of its context, how easy it is to 
self-justify our behavior. How easy it is to look at our lives in the mirror and say, "Oh, 
I'm the person I need to be and should be, why isn't God therefore blessing my life 
because I'm doing what he desires for my life?" However, we can't take verse 22 and pull 
it out from the verses that are before and behind it and so we pick it up in verse 11 and 
what we're going to see in today's message is simply this: that there are areas in our life 
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that are going to be challenged today, that if these areas either are or are not in our life, 
we will discover they could be hindrances when it comes to our prayer life.

Beginning in verse 11,

11 For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another. 12 Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and 
slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works 
were evil, and his brother's righteous. 13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the 
world hate you. 14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death. 15 Whosoever hates his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 16 Hereby perceive we the love 
of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our
lives for the brethren. 17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his 
brother have need, and shuts up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in 
word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 19 And hereby we know 
that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. 20 For if 
our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all 
things. 21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
toward God. 22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we 
keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.
23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. 
24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in 
him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he has
given us. 

Now, I want you to look at verse 21, "Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we
confidence toward God." What this passage is talking about when it's leading up to verse 
22 is that if we have a life that is where God would desire our life to be, then whatsoever 
we ask, we will receive of him. But one of the honest questions we have to ask ourselves 
is if we sense that the prayers are hitting the proverbial ceiling, could it be that rather than
serving a mean and cruel and harsh God, could it be that we're living lives that are not 
worthy of receiving the blessings of God in our lives?

Now, to kind of unpack this idea, I think the first thing we need to deal with is the 
possibilities of prayer. Notice in verse 22, "whatsoever you ask." From God's perspective,
the possibilities of prayer are limitless. That means without limit. There is nothing that he
is incapable of doing. There is nothing that is beyond his stretch of capacity and power. 
Now, from our perspective, we understand limits, in fact, one of the areas that we so 
understand when it comes to limits in our life is when we receive some type of credit 
limit. Now, I know many of you in this room, you've had an experience where you've 
gone to a store, you've gone to a major financial institution, and they've given you a line 
of credit; they've given you a credit card which says that you can do whatever you want 
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to do up to this limit. Now, those of you who happen to be just a tad bit younger than I 
am, I'm about to share with you my age that is every increasingly getting older because I 
remember the very first credit card that I applied for. The very first one. They gave me a 
limit of $175. I then showed my credit worthiness. I paid on time and they began to 
increase it and a couple of years later, I came to that point where there was this young 
lady, her name was Tracy, then Green, now Meyers, and I was ready to propose and I 
picked out the engagement ring. It took me three different credit lines in order to 
purchase the ring. Why? Because I had limits and the other institutions didn't know about
the first institution. And those of you that are bankers, just forgive me. It was a long time 
ago. But I got it all reconciled.

The point is this: we live in a world where we have limits but God is limitless. He says, 
"whatsoever you ask," without limit. You know, Matthew 17, there is a story that takes 
place in the life of the apostles and Jesus. He's been on the mountain side of what we 
know as the Mount of Transfiguration. Jesus with Peter, James and John, they have come 
down and there is a concerned man, there is a dad who has a son who the Bible calls 
demon possessed. He's flopping around on the ground. He continually throws himself 
into the fire. For three days Peter, James, John and Jesus have been on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, the other disciples have been down at the bottom of the hill trying to 
solve this issue and they can't fix it. I mean, this kid continually is behaving in this 
manner. So finally Jesus comes. The dad reaches out to him and he says, "Jesus, is there 
any way that you can heal and touch my son? Nobody else can. Nobody else can fix it. 
We've been to the doctors. Your apostles can't even fix this." There is a very famous 
verse in verse 21 of that chapter where Jesus says, "These can only come out by prayer 
and fasting." But it's the verse right before that where Jesus shares the limitlessness of 
prayer. By the way, prayer is simply having a conversation with God and this dad was 
having a conversation with God because Jesus was God in the flesh. They're in a prayer 
meeting. Do you know what Jesus says? He says, "If you have faith as the grain of a 
mustard seed, you can speak to this mountain and it will go away."

Now, we hear that verse and I know many of us are familiar with it and it almost 
becomes proverbial to us. Why? Because we've got mountains of debt, we've got 
mountains of relationship issues, we've got mountains of problems, mountains of 
sickness, and all these things and we say, "Well, Jesus said if you speak to the mountain 
it will go away. Why is my mountain still here?" Jesus wasn't speaking proverbially. He 
was speaking literally for when you go to the last book of the Bible, the book of 
Revelation, there is a group of people known as the Israelites who find themselves in a 
precarious situation. There is a man who the Bible calls the antichrist, a man who the 
Bible calls the beast, and according to Revelation 12, for 3 ½ years, at some point in the 
future, he wreaks havoc on this group of people. He is literally chasing them around the 
earth and it says they come to a point where they are surrounded by the typography, they 
are surrounded by the mountains, and it says that they call out to God and it says that the 
earth swallows up the ground and thus what the antichrist is trying to do in their life.

Let me put Matthew 17 and Revelation 12 together. There is coming a time where a 
group of people under the name of the Lord find themselves surrounded by a literal 
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mountain. They point to the mountain and say, "Get out of here," and it's gone. The 
reason that is important is because it's easy to say, "Well, we have mountains of 
relationship issues and mountains of this." Jesus was being literal, not just figurative. So 
when we talk about prayer, that it is limitless, there is biblical evidence that actual dirt 
and rock can be moved through prayer. The issue is not with God's limitlessness, the 
issue is with us. 

You see, the other thing we need to understand about the possibility of prayer is that it is 
liberal. Now, I put quotes around this word because it is so misunderstood in our culture 
today. Let me give you the definition for liberal. Don't think politically. Don't think 
economically. Don't think theologically. Let's just go to Webster's Dictionary. To be 
liberal – listen – is to open your mind to new ideas that you may have never considered. 
Which is interesting, because today so many people who claim to be liberal are closed to 
new ideas, but liberal means being open to new ideas you may have never considered.

Verse 22, "whatsoever you ask." That may be revolutionary to you that you actually have 
the capacity to ask the Lord for whatever may be happening in your life. Now, I want you
to think about something with me because this could apply to every one of us. Think 
about that issue, that struggle, that sickness, that addiction, that sin, that problem, that 
person, think about that one thing that is the "mountain" in your life. Think about that 
issue that if the Lord would answer that prayer, your life in your opinion would be 
fabulous. What is it? Think about it right now. He says, "whatsoever you ask." Can I 
quote for you Ephesians 3:20? It says, "unto him who is able to do," listen, "exceedingly 
abundantly more than we can ask." Do you hear what the word of God says? That right 
now you just thought about the issue in your life that is at the pinnacle of issues. This is 
the situation, this is the relationship, this is the problem, this is the sickness, according to 
Ephesians 3:20 he is able to do exceedingly abundantly more than we can ask. Are you 
ready for the next statement? More than we think. That means there is nothing that 
transpires in your life, there is nothing that comes up in your life, there is nothing that 
happens in your life that cannot be addressed by the limitlessness of God's ability to take 
care of it.

So when we come here to 1 John 3:22, it says "whatsoever you ask, you shall receive it," 
that's a great promise of God. Here's the problem: it's the second half of that verse, "if we 
have done according to his commandments and his desires." And the reason we can't just 
take verse 22 out of its context but we've got to go all the way back to verse 11, is we see 
that God has certain prerequisites. God has certain things that he has put in place and said
that these must be a part of your life in order for me to shower you with the blessings of 
life that you so desire in life. 

So when you go back to verse 11 of this passage, it begins by saying, "this is the message
that you have heard from the beginning, we should love one another. Not as Cain." Now, 
do you find it interesting that of all the biblical stories that could have been used, the 
Lord goes all the way back to Genesis 4 and Cain and Abel? If this were just a passage 
about "brotherly love," I mean, David and his children give us lots of example. Solomon 
with Rehoboam and Jeroboam, the two brothers that could not agree who would be king. 
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There is lots of sibling rivalry. There is lots of people who get upset with each other. 
There is a lot of people who murder each other in the Bible. But in this specific situation 
leading up to this verse on prayer, God takes us all the way back to Cain and Abel.

So I want to encourage you, go back to Genesis 4 for just a moment. I know it's a story 
that we're familiar with. We know it's a story that Cain kills his brother Abel. We're 
familiar with that. What I want us to see in light of 1 John 3 is there are more layers to 
this onion than just a brother who's upset with another brother. So here in Genesis 4, 
beginning in verse 1 it says that,

1 Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I 
have gotten a man from the LORD. 2 And she again bare his brother Abel.
And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 
And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the
ground an offering unto the LORD. 4 And Abel, he also brought of the 
firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect 
unto Abel and to his offering: 5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had 
not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 

Now you know the rest of the story, as Paul Harvey would say. We know that the Lord 
comes to Cain and says, "Sin lies at the door lest you repent of this," and rather than 
bringing a proper offering, rather than doing what God asked him to do in the first place, 
Cain goes out and kills his brother, of which the Lord confronts him and says, "Your 
brother Abel's blood is calling to me from the ground." But it's more than just sibling 
rivalry, it's more than just the murder that took place because as we read in 1 John 3, as 
we read in Hebrews 11, there is significance to what they bring, there is significance to 
why they brought it, and we see that it's more than just the sheep or the things of the 
ground and what I want us to see as far as prerequisites for a powerful prayer life is I 
think there are three things that happened in the story of Cain and Abel alluded to in 1 
John 3 that we need to have as a part of our lives if we want to be able to say whatsoever 
we ask.

The first one is this: we see that Abel possessed authentic worship. Now, Genesis 4 is a 
worship service. That's what's happening here. They have gathered together to present 
things before the Lord. We don't know the exact specifics of it but this is what we would 
call a worship service. Now, the thing I want you to understand is this: God is more 
interested in substance than he is style. Now, there have been a lot of people who look at 
Genesis 4 and say, "Well, the issue is that Abel brought an offering of the sheep that 
contained blood and Cain only brought an offering that did not contain blood so therefore
God was not pleased with Cain because it did not contain blood." Where do you see in 
this story that God says, "Go back and get something of blood"? No. You see, Abel had 
his offering, Cain had his offering, and later on in the Levitical code, what we have God 
say is, "There are some offerings that contain blood and there are some offerings that 
only contain grain." So it had nothing to do with style, it had to do with substance. That is
why David in Psalm 51 after Nathan the prophet has come to him and said, "You are the 
man," remember when he was confronted with his sin with Bathsheba? When he 
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confronts him in Psalm 51, David pores his heart out and talks about how he sinned, he 
has messed up, and he concludes by saying, "God, if you would desire sacrifice, I would 
bring it, but that's not what you desire. You desire a pure and contrite heart." Listen to 
me: it's not what they brought that was important, it's why they brought it. And a lot of 
times we say, "Well, if I'm just in the right place at the right time, wearing the right stuff, 
and in the right environment, then God's good with that." No. They were in the same 
place bringing stuff but what did the Lord see? It wasn't what they brought, it was why 
they brought it. The why of worship is so much more important than the what. It's not 
about checking off a box, it's not about crossing a T or dotting an I, it's about the fact that 
Abel came and said, "I'm bringing the first," and what did Cain do? He brought sloppy 
seconds. He said, "I'm just going to bring something. I'm going to be at the right place at 
the right time and God has to bless it." And God said, "No, that is not authentic."

So if we want to be able to receive whatsoever the Lord has for us, we have to be 
authentic worshipers. It's not just about location and style, it's about our heart and the 
substance behind the stuff. But there's a second thing that we see, particularly in 1 John 3,
because it talks about Abel and his brother Cain and how Cain slew him and he becomes 
a murderer and it says that if you hate your brother and it talks about the struggle that we 
have with relationships, I think one of the lessons we learn out of Genesis 4 alluded to in 
1 John 3 is that if we want to have the power in our prayer lives, not just authentic 
worship, we need to have authentic relationships. Let me ask you a very simple question 
when it comes to relationships, husband/wife, parent/kid, employer/employee, 
neighbor/neighbor, sibling/sibling: do you speak life or do you speak death into that 
relationship? Because the last time I checked, those are the only two options. Do you 
speak life or do you speak death? What did Cain do? He spoke death. I think sometimes 
we forget the power of our relationships with each other as related to our relationship 
with the Lord. 

There is an old story in 2 Kings 4. It's probably one that maybe some of you may be 
familiar with. It happens in the life of a man by the name of Elisha. Elisha was the 
prophet that followed Elijah who defeated the Baal worshipers on Mount Carmel. 
Incidentally, Elisha asked for the Lord to do twice as many miracles in his life than Elijah
and it took place. But in 2 Kings 4, there is a woman, she finds herself in a really 
precarious situation. Her husband has died. They owe a debt they cannot pay, her and her 
son, and a man is coming to collect on the debt. He is going to put her son into slavery 
and she is going to die of starvation. She's in a bad place. Elisha comes, knocks on the 
door and says, "Ma'am, can I help you out?" She goes, "Oh, are you in perfect time. Here 
is my situation." She lays it out. Now she says, "Elisha, a man of God, what do I do?" 
Now, I know what you're thinking. This is the same man who took a mantle or a piece of 
cloth and he threw it into a river and it parted. I mean, we're thinking something 
supernatural, amazing, right? Do you know what Elisha says? He says, "How much oil do
you have in the house?" She says, "I've got on bowl, why?" He says, "I want to ask you to
do something. I want you to go out to your neighbors and I want you to ask them all for a 
bowl, just an empty bowl." "Okay. It doesn't sound real supernatural but, okay, sure, no 
problem." So she goes and knocks on all of her neighbor's doors. She comes back with a 
bunch of bowls. She goes, "What are we doing?" He says, "Take the bowl of oil that you 
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already have and empty it into the other bowls." The supernatural part is they all filled 
up. They took the other bowls, they went to the market, they sold the oil and paid off the 
debt.

Now, that's an incredible story from an incredible man of God but I want you to think 
about it with me. What would have happened in that woman's life if she had not had 
relationships that she breathed life into? Can you imagine her knocking on the door and 
saying, "Hey, Elisha, the man of God is here. I need to borrow a bowl." "No, you didn't 
let me borrow one. Bye." Boom. Slams the door. Or, "Hey, not based on what you said to
me last week at the market. I don't think so." The Bible indicates that everybody she 
asked gave and helped her out. That's what's so important. When we talk about 
relationships, do we breathe life into them? Do we breathe death into them? And what we
see in 2 Kings 4 is completely different than what we see in Genesis 4 and here in 1 John 
3, is Cain did not speak anything of life, in fact, he didn't even have a conversation with 
Abel. He just killed him on the spot because he wanted to justify his misbehavior to God.

You see, it's authentic worship, it's authentic relationships and this is the part where it 
gets a little difficult: authentic giving. Now, back in 1 John 3, I want you to notice what 
verse 17 says. It says, "But whoso hath this world's good, and sees his brother have need, 
and shuts up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwells the love of God in him? 
My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth." 
What we see here is that we see a situation when where we see somebody who has need, 
we are to be generous to them. Let me ask you a question: when it comes to the stuff of 
this world, are you generous or are you greedy? Let me define it better: do you hold on 
with a clenched fist or do you have your hand opened?

Now, here's the deal about a clenched fist: if you clench the stuff of this world, the 
finances of this world, the things of this world in a clenched fist, you're absolutely right, 
they're not getting away but do you know what? Nothing else can get in, correct? If you 
have an open hand, then it can go away but it also can be filled up as well. And what we 
see here in the context of Cain and Abel, in the context of whatsoever we ask the Lord 
shall answer us, there are these verses talking about our generosity and our giving to 
those that are in need. Sometimes that happens one-on-one, but also that happens 
corporately just as the body of Christ when we give unto the Lord and we say, "Okay, 
God, however you see fit, go for it."

Now, this is one of those interesting issues in life and there are people who have done all 
the polls and they've done all the data and here's what we've discovered: for those of you 
who attend church regularly, that's all of you, okay? That according to the data, about 
92% of us say that we give to the Lord faithfully, over and above even a meager 10%. 
Oh, yeah, we're faithful. 92% of us say that but when you drill down deep, it's less than 
10% that actually do. Why is that? Because I think we know what we're supposed to be 
but we're not actually being who we should be and we have to question ourselves. When 
we say, "Hey, God, I need it," he says, "Well, what about what you've had so far?" 
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I mean, have you ever thought about that for a moment? In fact, in my wife and I's life, 
I'm just the primary bill payer. That's my job. That's one of the things I do and so there 
are times and she's here, she'll testify, life doesn't go perfect. Life doesn't always go well. 
There are times where it just seems like everything is falling apart. Do you know what 
sometimes she says to me? She goes, "Please tell me we're giving and that's not our 
issue." Why? Because she gets it, that when verse 22 says, "whatsoever you ask of him," 
when you unpack Genesis 4 and you unpack these verses, that what is required of God is 
that we have authentic worship, we have authentic relationships and we are authentic 
with our giving and then when you get to verse 21 it says, "and having confidence toward
God whatsoever we ask."

So what's the process? When you look at verse 23 and 24, what we discover is that we 
have to ask ourselves a very important question: who comes first? Now, I know you're in 
church this morning, you know what the Sunday school answer is, you're supposed to say
the Lord comes first. I realize that, but I want you to think about your prayer life for just a
moment. When you seek things of the Lord, is this how you start your prayer, "Dear God,
I need this. Dear Lord, I want this." Can I share with you something that I learned in 
fourth grade? Now, you know if you learn it in fourth grade and you still remember it in 
your 40s, it must be good. When I was in fourth grade, I had someone teach me a way of 
praying. It went a little something like this, it was an acronym called ACTS. Adoration, 
confession, thanksgiving, supplication. When we pray, the first thing we do is we adore 
the Lord. We declare who he is, his greatness, his mightiness, his goodness, his 
gracefulness, his mercifulness. We acknowledge him, who he is. That's the A part, the 
adoration. Confession, that's when you admit what he already knows that you've done or 
shouldn't have done. We confess our shortcomings. And then the T is thanksgiving. We 
thank him that in light of our sin he has not squashed us like a bug. That's what that is. 
Then the S is supplication. "Hey, by the way, I really could use this in my life."

Do you notice what comes first? God. What comes last? I do. You see, one of the 
problems is we're so determined to get what we think we need, that we have reversed the 
formula and what I've learned through life is, when I spend time adoring God, confessing 
my sin and thanking him for his goodness in my life, all of a sudden my need list just got 
real small and yet what we see in the last verse of this chapter and the question is: what 
fuels this? Is it a desire for the things of the world or the things of God? And that's what it
boils down to because authentic worship isn't what we want, it's what he desires and 
authentic relationships isn't what makes us happy, it's what pleases him, and authentic 
giving is not what I want to hold onto but what he's asking me to be generous with. And 
we have to ask ourselves this question when we pray: what's fueling this? Is when we get 
on our knees, is it all about what I want or is it what it should be, all what he desires from
us?

You see, this isn't what we want to hear, but it just cold be what we need to hear because 
it could be that all of these prayers and all of these needs and all of these struggles in our 
lives that seem to be hitting dead ends or ceilings, it could be that it's not God, it could be
that it is our lack of or our ill response to the God that we're calling out to.
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Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. You know, maybe you're that 
individual this morning as we prepare for this invitation, maybe you're that person this 
morning that realizes, "Do you know what? I've had everything backwards. I've had 
everything skewed, I've had everything wrong." And maybe you're that person who for 
the very first time today this day you realize that all that you thought would be pleasing 
to God is not, and all that you thought would be something he was joyful about in your 
life is not, and maybe just maybe you're that person who realizes today that you are 
exactly what he said all of us are, someone who has missed the mark, someone who has 
sinned, and maybe today you're seeking forgiveness, and maybe today you're desiring 
salvation. I've got great news for you: that can happen in your life. All you need to do is 
have a very serious conversation with God. 

You don't have to say the same thing I would say, you don't have to say it out loud, but 
maybe that conversation would go a little something like this. "God, today I want to 
acknowledge that you are the only holy one. You are the only perfect one. And I want to 
confess that I have sinned. I want to confess I've messed up. And I want to thank you 
today that you love me in spite of my sin and that you were willing to allow your Son, 
Jesus Christ, to go to the cross in my stead. And so, God, I'm asking you today, I'm 
asking you to forgive me. I'm asking you to save me, not based on my worth or what I've 
done or what one day I hope to or not do, God, I'm asking you to save me based on what 
Jesus Christ alone has done on my behalf. And God, I don't know all the answers but I 
know that Jesus is the answer to my sin problem. In the best way I know how, I'm asking 
you to forgive me and I want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, maybe you're that person today. 
Maybe you're that individual who needs to just step out and step forward in just a minute 
and have a conversation. I want you to know that the front of this church, our invitation, 
this is not a time of condemnation. This is a time of celebration. We want to celebrate 
with you. But maybe you're that person today that salvation took place through Jesus 
Christ long ago. Maybe you need to follow with believers' baptism. Maybe you want to 
say, "Man, I want to be a part of this great church where the Lord has planted myself or 
my family," whatever it may be. Or maybe you're that person today that it's not about 
walking an aisle, but it's about hitting your knees and realizing that all the roadblocks of 
what you desire from God aren't because God can't or God won't, but it's because of areas
in your life that need to be altered and changed. Maybe this is that time where you seek 
his face and say, "Change me, O God, so that you can be the God you desire to be in my 
life."

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, we do recognize your greatness. We 
recognize your goodness. We recognize your mercy and your grace. And God, we confess
we don't deserve any of it. We don't deserve your goodness. We don't deserve your grace.
We don't deserve a second change but, God, we thank you today that you've offered it to 
us. Lord, may I speak on behalf of somebody here who is saying it's not a second chance, 
it's a thousandth chance. Thank you, God, that you're willing to offer us the hand of 
grace and, God, we just pray that whatever it is that you have spoken into our lives and 
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into our heart, we'd have the privilege of seeing manifested in our feet. It is in the name 
of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, we'll be 
here at the front.

"There's nothing worth more that will ever come close
No thing can compare, You're our living hope
Your presence, Lord.

"I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves
Where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone
Your presence, Lord.

"Holy Spirit, You are welcome here
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for
To be overcome by Your presence, Lord."

As we prepare to depart, hopefully those of you who have not yet attended to go to Bible 
study and Sunday school, one thing I want to remind you of, we talked today a lot about 
prayer and you may or may not be aware of this but we have 47 of our folks who have 
been down in the Baton Rouge area for the last two to three days doing relief and disaster
aid and they are on their way back home and so if you would, pray for their safety to 
come back. And also just remind you that in the website, the app, all those avenues, all 
the announcements in the life of our church, but it's going to be my prayer in just a 
moment as we depart from this place that we haven't just come to church but that we 
would depart being the church.

Let's pray as we close.

Lord, as we leave these grounds, we recognize that your Spirit is not limited by brick and
mortar. Lord, you are not bound by geographical locations. But there is no place, you 
said it very clearly in your Scripture, there is no place we can go that you are not there. 
So, God, I pray that whether it be a Sunday school class, whether it be a restaurant, 
whether it be home, whether it be on the highways and the byways, God, I pray that the 
presence that we've been singing about, the presence that we've talked about of your 
Spirit would not just remain in this place but would go wherever we find us in those 
places. God, may we today not say that we've come to church but may we depart having 
been the church. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Go bless. Go to Sunday school.
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