
HAMARTIOLOGY (35) 
 
QUESTION #20 – Is restitution necessary if there has been confession? 
 
Once confession is made to God, is it necessary to make restitution with someone else?   
Does God expect His people to make things right with those they have wronged even if  
they have confessed the sin to Him? 
 
Restitution means to give back to one wronged the equivalent of what was wronged, lost, or 
damaged.  It is an attempt to try and put things back in their original state or condition prior  
to the offense.  Obviously this can’t ever be perfectly or precisely accomplished because the 
original state did not include the specific wrong. 
 
The concept of restitution comes from the O.T.  There are two different Hebrew words used to  
develop the concept: 

1) Temurah which means to return, to recompense, to reward, and to compensate (Job 15:31;  
       20:18). 
2) Shalam which means to compensate or pay so the relationship is restored, friendly and  
       peaceful (Exodus 21:33-34). 
 
Combined, these two words give us a good perspective of what restitution is making - some type 
of compensation in order to restore the relationship to peaceful and friendly terms.  The one who 
has done wrong, attempts to make things right with the person or persons wronged so that the 
offended party and the offending person may live in peaceful harmony. 
 
Restitution is clearly an Old Testament form of legal punishment.  It stems from the O.T. law of 
retaliation which exacted an “eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for 
burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise” (Exodus 21:24-25).  Levitical law stated: “And if a 
man injures his neighbor, just as he has done, so it shall be done to him: fracture for fracture, eye 
for eye, tooth for tooth; just as he has injured a man so it shall be inflicted on him.  Thus the one 
who kills an animal shall make it good, but the one who kills a man shall be put to death.  There 
shall be one standard for you; it shall be for the stranger as well as the native, for I am the LORD 
your God” (Leviticus 24:19-22). 
 
When we examine the O.T., we discover that specific types of restitution were to be made 
relating to a variety of situations and wrongs - Exodus 21:18-36; Deuteronomy 19:15-21; 
Exodus 22:1-17; Numbers 5:6-8; II Samuel 12:1-16.  From these passages we may conclude 
that restitution was consistent with the character and commands of God; and was, at times, to be 
judicially enforced by the judges, who were God’s appointed leaders given the responsibility of 
determining the precise application in every given situation. 
 
When we examine the N.T., we do have hints that restitution is still a Grace Age principle 
(Matthew 5:23-25).  We also have the example of the prodigal (Luke 15:18-19).  When 
Zaccheus had his encounter with Jesus Christ and was saved (Luke 19:9), Zaccheus was moved 
to make restitution for wrongs he had done (Luke 19:8).   
 



HAMARTIOLOGY (36) 
 
The assumption of Luke 17:4 is that when one has truly repented of sinning against another 
brother or sister, he will go to that one and ask for forgiveness.  The assumption of I 
Corinthians 6:1-5 is that restitution-type decisions are being made in the church.  The 
assumption of James 5:16 is that there are times when there not only needs to be confession to 
God, but confession to another person, and at times to the whole church.  Galatians 6:1 implies 
that those spiritual are to assist in the process of restoration for one who has been caught in sin.  
This would naturally include determining what restitution needed to be made.  From these 
passages we may conclude that restitution is not a foreign concept to this Grace Age.  The 
assumption of I Corinthians 5:11-13 is that sins should not be always overlooked but punished.  
The following N.T. principles may be helpful in this matter: 
 
1)  In this Age, specific punishment for crime is determined by government, not by us  
        (Romans 13:1-7). 
2)  In this Age, confession of sin can make the believer instantly right with God, but not instantly 
        right with the society and people he has wronged. 
3)  In this Age, judgments and decisions pertaining to restitution are to be made in the church 
        (Galatians 6:1-5; I Corinthians 5:12-13 / II Corinthians 2:6-8). 
4)  In the church, typically the Elders will determine the level of restitution to be made in order 
        for restoration to occur (Galatians 6:1; I Thessalonians 5:12-15; Hebrews 13:17; Acts 
        20:17, 28-31; Deuteronomy 25:1). 
5)  It is right for the Elders to search and consult the Scriptures in any given situation and  
        to prayerfully determine what needs to be done (II Timothy 3:16-17).  Compare  
        Deuteronomy 27:20 with I Corinthians 5:1ff . 
6)  If a specific subject or situation is not specifically addressed in the Word, it is legitimate to  
        prayerfully apply all known principles in judging what needs to be done (I Corinthians  
        2:15; 6:5; Philippians 3:15). 
7)  If the offender is nonrepentant and refuses to make restitution, known Biblical procedures  
        should be followed and the wrong should be endured, knowing God will settle the score 
        (Romans 12:19; I Corinthians 6:7; Philemon 18). 
 
It has been my observation personally and pastorally that when one truly repents of sin, there is  
a Spirit-led moving which prompts the person to make things right with those he has wronged.  
Whether one yields to the Spirit and follows His prompting is part of the matter spiritually. 
 
Personally speaking, when restitution is made there is a freedom and cleanness that is very  
real and very right.  No matter what others think, the person making restitution is really going 
someplace in his/her relationship with God, and there is a new dynamic which comes to one’s 
spiritual life. 
 
QUESTION #21 – What has God given to the believer to prevent sin in his life? 
 
God hates sin and He has given certain specific things to the believer that can, will, and should 
prevent the believer from sinning against God: 


