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Message #32                  Matthew 9:9-17 

 

When Jesus was here on earth, He was God and He came to save sinners.  He came to transform 

lives.  Of course the problem was that most of Israel refused to admit that they were sinners who 

needed saving.  As soon as He started saving some sinners, He ran smack dab into a self- 

righteous religious world of Phariseeism with all of its legalistic laws and rituals.  Jesus did not 

fit the system.  He came to present real righteousness found in a relationship with Him and that 

rubbed the religious crowd the wrong way. 

 

JESUS CHRIST DEMONSTRATES THAT THE  REAL  RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IS 

NOT DETERMINED BY RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OR JUDAISTIC LEGALISM; IT 

IS DETERMINED BY A NEW RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST. 

 

Jesus Christ was not interested in appeasing the self-righteous religious crowd. 

 

RELIGIOUS GROUP #1 – The  Pharisees  question Christ’s association with tax collectors  

                                                  and sinners.  9:9-13 

 

Fact #1 - The  call  of Matthew.  9:9 

 

Matthew records in this section how he came to faith in Jesus Christ, and became His disciple.  

According to Matthew 9:9, Jesus saw Matthew sitting in his tax office and said to him “Follow 

Me.”  For Matthew, that was all it took.  He got up and followed Christ.  Luke says Matthew 

“left everything behind” and followed Christ (Luke 5:28). 

 

Fact #2 - The  meal  at Matthew’s home.  9:10 

 

Matthew reports that they were eating a meal.  What Matthew doesn’t report is that the meal was 

at his palatial home.  Matthew lived in a big, expensive home that was able to house a great 

number of people (Luke 5:29).  He apparently was so honored by the fact that Jesus chose him 

that he invited Him to his wealthy home and then he invited all of his friends, which included 

other tax collectors and sinners (Mark 2:15).  Not one Pharisee had ever invited Jesus to his 

home for dinner.  One would think religious people, who supposedly worship God, would not 

ever get enough of Jesus Christ, but they didn’t want Him in their lives.  What an amazing scene 

of grace this is.  The One who created the heavens and the earth is fellowshipping with those 

who have rebelled against Him and whose sin will put Him on the cross. 

 

Fact #3 - The  question  of the Pharisees.  9:11 

 

Now I want you to carefully notice who the Pharisees go after–the disciples.  They are not honest 

enough to go to Jesus Christ face to face.  Notice how they identify Jesus Christ–“Your teacher,” 

not “Our Savior and Our King.”  Pharisees never view themselves as sinners who need a Savior. 
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Fact #4 - The  response  of Jesus Christ.  9:12-13 

 

(Response #1) - I came to heal sick, sinful people, not self-righteous people who think they are 

                               healthy .  9:12 

 

(Response #2) - I came to demonstrate God’s compassion to sinners, not justify your phony 

                               religion .  9:13a 

 

(Response #3) - I came to call sinners to salvation, not those who think they are  righteous .   

                             9:13b 

 

RELIGIOUS GROUP #2 –  John’s  disciples question Christ’s association to fasting.  9:14-17 

 

Fasting was a rigid, legalistic, religious feature of Judaism. 

 

(Statement #1) - Fasting is  not  necessary when I am here in person on earth.  9:15 

 

Jesus is the bridegroom come to Israel.  Israel does not need to fast while He is on the scene.  

This is God in person.  The point of fasting is to draw near to God.  God is in the flesh. 

 

(Statement #2) - I did  not  come to patch up an old religious legalistic system.  9:16 

 

The old garment is law, Judaism and legal righteousness.  Jesus Christ came to bring new 

clothing and a new system of grace, not to patch up the old stuff.  He came to bring a new 

dispensation, a better righteousness that could take away sin.  He did not come to patch up old 

religion. 

 

(Statement #3) - I came to present a new system of  grace .  9:17 

 

The new wine is the Gospel of grace.  The old skins include the Law and the Levitical institut-

ions.  A new system belongs in new skins.  You do not put a new system of grace into an old 

skin of legalism. 

 

Try to mix grace with law, grace with legalism and grace with Judaism and you ruin grace. 

 

If a person wants a real relationship with God, it is found in a real relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


