
     Sunday, October 19, 2014: House of God……..House of Love?    

Of Tea Cups and the Atlantic Ocean  Love, God, Scripture….Passages? 

 
 
When Does Love mean Hate? (this is not a trick question) 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4:-7 & next week’s sermon. 

1 John 4:16  
Galatians 5:22ff….why is Love First? 
Love Governs All Things . 

 
In 1 Corinthians 13 in the KJV – the word “love” is not mentioned. Why not? 

Paul, as you well know, wrote in Greek. In the Greek language there are four words for what in English is only one word: love. The English word covers a 

wide spectrum of human experience, which the Greeks divided into four categories. 

 

Affection (storge) is the first rung on the ladder of love. This is the kind of love that's most likely to have parallels in the animal world. The affectionate 

love of a dog for his master, for instance. Or the affection of a master for her dog. There's nothing inferior or low about this love, but it involves a simple 

relationship, a relationship that's given to us and makes almost no demands on us. 

 

The second word on the ladder is friendship (philia). It springs from the companionship of two people who have an affection for each other, respect each 

other, and pursue a common interest or goal.  

 

Romantic love (eros) is on the third rung. This is the love of a man for a woman, the love that seeks to possess its object. In English this is our most 

common use of the word.  

 

The fourth and final rung on the ladder is charity (agape). This is a love that transcends our humanity. It's the love of God that we see in the life of Christ. 

It's a new kind of love, not known in human experience.  

 

The first three loves - affection, friendship, and romance - are human loves. The fourth is divine. It's this uniquely Christian love that Paul speaks of in 1 

Corinthians 13 when he describes how love acts.  

-Eugene Peterson 



 
CS Lewis’s The Four Loves: http://lucite.org/lucite/archive/fiction_-_lewis/c.s.%20lewis%20-%20the%20four%20loves.pdf 
CS Lewis Reads The Four Loves: http://amzn.com/B00005B62L 
 

The loves prove that they are unworthy to take the place of God by the fact that they cannot even remain themselves and do what they promise to do without 
God's help. Why prove that some petty princeling is not the lawful Emperor when without the Emperor's support he cannot even keep his subordinate throne  
and make peace in his little province for half a year? Even for their own sakes the loves must submit to be second things if they are to remain the things they 
want to be. In this yoke lies their true freedom; they "are taller when they bow". For when God rules in a human heart, though He may sometimes have to 
remove certain of its native authorities altogether, He often continues others in their offices and, by subjecting their authority to His, gives it for the first time a 
firm basis. 
 

God is love. Again, "Herein is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us" (I John, iv, 10). We must not begin with mysticism, with the creature's love for 
God, or with the wonderful foretastes of the fruition of God vouchesafed to some in their earthly life. We begin at the real beginning, with love as the Divine 
energy. This Primal love is Gift-love. In God there is no hunger that needs to be filled, only plenteousness that desires to give. 
 

There is no safe investment. To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly be broken. If you want to make 
sure of keeping it intact, you must give your heart to no one, not even to an animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all 
entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in that casket - safe, dark, motionless, airless - it will change. It will not be broken; it 
will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. The alternative to tragedy, or at least to the risk of tragedy, is damnation. The only place outside Heaven 
where you can be perfectly safe from all the danges and perturbations of love is Hell……I believe that the most lawless and inordinate loves are less contrary to 
God's will than a self-invited and selfprotective lovelesssness…..We shall draw nearer to God, not by trying to avoid the sufferings inherent in all loves, but by 
accepting them and offering them to Him; throwing away all defensive armour. If our hearts need to be broken, and if He chooses this as the way in which they 
should break, so be it. 
 

As so often, Our Lord's own words are both far fiercer and far more tolerable than those of the theologians. He says nothing about guarding against earthly loves 
for fear we might be hurt; He says something that cracks like a whip about trampling them all under foot the moment they hold us 'back from following Him. "If 
any man come to me and hate not his father and mother and wife... and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple " (Luke xiv, 26). But how are we to 
understand the word hate? That Love Himself should be commanding what we ordinarily mean by hatred - commanding us to cherish resentment, to gloat over 
another's misery, to delight in injuring him - is almost a contradiction in terms. I think Our Lord, in the sense here intended, "hated" St. Peter when he said, "Get 
thee behind me." To hate is to reject, to set one's face against, to make no concession to, the Beloved when the Beloved utters, however sweetly and however 
pitiably, the suggestions of the Devil. A man, said Jesus, who tries to serve two masters, will "hate" the one and "love" the other. It is not, surely, mere feelings of 
aversion and liking that are here in question. He will adhere to, consent to, work for, the one and not the other. In the last resort, we must turn down or 
disqualify our nearest and dearest when they come between us and our obedience to God. Heaven knows, it will seem to them sufficiently like hatred. We must 
not act on the pity we feel; we must be blind to tears and deaf to pleadings. What is hard for all is to know when the occasion for such "hating" has arisen. Our 
temperaments deceive us. The meek and tender - uxorious husbands, submissive wives, doting parents, dutiful children - will not easily believe that it has ever 
arrived. Self-assertive people, with a dash of the bully in them, will believe it too soon.  
 
 

Divine Gift-love in the man enables him to love what is not naturally lovable; lepers, criminals, enemies, morons, the sulky, the superior and the sneering. As 
Christ is perfect God and perfect Man, the natural loves are called to become perfect Charity and also perfect natural loves. As God becomes Man "Not by 
conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but by taking of the Manhood into God", so here; Charity does not dwindle into merely natural love but natural love is 
taken up into, made the tuned and obedient instrument of, Love Himself. 
 

http://lucite.org/lucite/archive/fiction_-_lewis/c.s.%20lewis%20-%20the%20four%20loves.pdf
http://amzn.com/B00005B62L

