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Putting on Holiness 

Colossians 3:12-4:1 

October 19, 2014 
Sermon Outline 

Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon: To be Like Jesus… 

1. What things should we hate?  
2. What should we love? 

B. Beware Rule Keeping & Rule Breaking 
1. Self-Service… (Earthliness) 
2. Spiritual Growth Saturated with Jesus 

C. Building a Life with Jesus 
1. Put to Death Earthliness… (Anti-Love…) 

a. The root of earthliness (passion/idolatry) 
b. The fruit of earthliness (corrupt relationships) 

2. Put on Holiness 

Key Idea 

Jesus is the what, the why and the how of holiness. 

II. Building a Life with Jesus… 
A.  Putting on the Fruit of Holiness: Love of neighbor 

Colossians 3:12–14 
12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 

meekness (gentle friendliness gentleness, meekness [as strength that 

accommodates to another's weakness], consideration), and 

patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a 

complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And 

above all these put on love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. 

B.  Putting on the Root of Holiness: Love of God 

Colossians 3:15–17 
15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in one body. And be 

thankful.  
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16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, in all 

wisdom teaching and admonishing one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness [gratefulness, lit. grace] in your hearts to God.  
17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

C.  Enabled by Jesus  
Colossians 3:9b–11 

…you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and 

have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 

knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there 

is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and 

in all.  

Key Idea 

Jesus is the what, the why and the how of holiness. 

III. Application of Building a Life with Jesus… 
Putting Cravings to Death & Putting on True 
Worship 

Colossians 3:18–4:1 
18 Wives, submit to your [own – MT] husbands, as is 

fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and 

do not be embittered against them.  
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this 

pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your 

children, lest they become discouraged.  
22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are 

your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as 

people-pleasers, but with sincerity (singleness) of 

heart, fearing the Lord/[God].  
23 Whatever you do, work heartily (lit. – from the 

soul), as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that 

from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 

reward.  
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You serve - imperative the Lord Christ. (ESV - You are 
serving the Lord Christ.)  
25 [But]/For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the 

wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.  
1 Masters, treat (show, grant) your bondservants 

justly and fairly (with equity - freedom from bias or 

favoritism), knowing (perfect participle) that you also 

have a Master in heaven. 

 

A. Wives & Husbands 

Colossians 3:18–19 
18 Wives, submit to your [own – MT] husbands, as is 

fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and 

do not be embittered against them.  

1. What do we crave? 
2. Telling the truth about Jesus 

 

B. Children & Parents 

Colossians 3:20–21 
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this 

pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your 

children, lest they become discouraged.  

1. What do we crave? 
2. Telling the truth about Jesus/the Father 

 

C. Servants & Masters 

Colossians 3:22, 4:1 
22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are 

your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as 

people-pleasers, but with sincerity (singleness) of 

heart, fearing the Lord/[God]. … 
1 Masters, treat (show, grant) your bondservants 

justly and fairly (with equity - freedom from bias or 

favoritism), knowing (perfect participle) that you also 

have a Master in heaven. 
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1. What do we crave? 
2. Telling the truth about God 

1 Timothy 6:3–7 
3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not 

agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and the teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is 

puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. He 

has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for 

quarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension, 

slander, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction among 

people who are depraved in mind and deprived of the 

truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain. 6 But 

godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we 

brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take 

anything out of the world. 

 

Philippians 4:11b–13 

…I have learned in whatever situation I am to be 

content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know 

how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have 

learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 

abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through 

him who strengthens me.  

 

Key Idea 

Holiness is about loving one another with the love of 

Jesus because of the love we have for Jesus, 

empowered by the love Jesus has poured out on us. 


