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To Ponder . . . 

Questions to ponder as you prepare to hear from Hebrews 2:5-13. 

1. Who is made a little lower than angels?

2. If humanity is lower than angels, when did it happen and will
it ever end?

3. If Jesus is lower than angels, when did it happen and did it ever
end?

4. How can Christ the founder of salvation be perfected by
offering the sacrifice (v.10)?

PARADISE LOST – PARADISE REGAINED
Hebrews 2:5-13

In 1667, John Milton published one of the great literary works
of all time, an epic poem titled Paradise Lost. It is a story in poetic
form that tells how paradise was lost. While it is not inspired, it is
built on the inspired text from the first three chapters of Genesis.
Also, while Milton could not have possibly known the precise timing
of events in those most tragic events of eternity, our human wisdom
tends to agree with him. He presented the story in two acts as it were,
the fall of Satan and then the fall of Adam and Eve along with their
expulsion from the Garden of Eden. The first part of the poem details
Satan’s fall from grace, his recruiting of one third of God’s angels
(Rev. 12:4), and God the Son casting him and the angels out of
heaven. 
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The second act is the sad account of how Satan entered the
Garden of Eden intent on taking down God’s prized creation, the man
and the woman, the very images of God Himself. Through sly
rhetoric Satan convinced Eve to distrust God and eat the forbidden
fruit. Adam, according to Milton, knowing that Eve had sinned,
willingly chose to follow her into sin because they were one flesh. As
God had promised, everything about creation that was good and
pleasant and God-honoring came crashing down in destruction. The
whole story is terribly discouraging, terribly sad, and terribly true. It
is rightly named, Paradise Lost!

The author to the Hebrews tells the same story, in much shorter
verse, and from a different aspect. But, we rejoice to read that he did
not stop with the sad truth that we do not yet see everything in
subjection to man as God had intended. Rather, the story goes on to
tell the good news that Jesus Christ, God the Son has paid
redemptions price and is now in the process of redeeming humanity
and the whole creation to its original condition of paradise. This is the
story of Paradise Regained. Regained not through human efforts or
wisdom but through the obedience of God the Son.

Humanity Is Made a Little Lower than Angels for Awhile (vv.5-
8).

People have a lot of interesting ideas about the future. Everyone
can’t be right because there is too much disagreement. One thing we
can say for sure is that God does not plan for angels to be rulers in the
future. The author of this book wrote, For it was not to angels that
God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking (v.5). 

The world to come is the future kingdom of God. The term as
it is used here might refer to just the Millennial kingdom Christ will
establish and reign over for 1,000 years when He comes back to earth
after the Great Tribulation. More likely, in this case, the word
includes the kingdom that Christ will reign over on earth after He
creates the new heaven and the new earth (Rev. 21:1).

The important point about that future kingdom is that angels
will not rule in it. They are God’s servants that He created to do His
bidding. It is true that God’s bidding in this age does include angels
exercising authority over kingdoms (Dan. 10:13). But angels will not
be rulers in the future kingdom. In the new kingdom, where Christ
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reigns supreme, angels will not share His rule. We, the redeemed
saints, will reign with Christ. Paul reminded Pastor Timothy that if we
endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny
us  (2 Timothy 2:12). Jesus revealed to John, Blessed and holy is the
one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death
has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they
will reign with him for a thousand years (Revelation 20:6). This is
definitely a future thing. This will be possible only because of the
work of God the Son in our behalf, which is the topic in the rest of
this passage of Scripture.

The author wrote that “somewhere” God used David to describe
His plan for humanity. It seems a bit odd to read that it has been
testified somewhere (v.6a). Actually David wrote that statement in
Psalm 8 where we read, A Psalm of David. . . . When I look at your
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you
have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the
son of man that you care for him? Yet you have made him a little
lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and
honor. You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet,  all sheep and oxen, and also
the beasts of the field,  the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the
sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas (Psalm 8:3-8).

Since we all know that David wrote this and that it is clearly
stated in Psalm eight, why didn’t the author of Hebrews say so? This
is consistent for the author to do throughout the book. Though he
quoted the Old Testament prolifically throughout the letter, He
apparently desired to focus on God as the author of those things.
Remember that he opened the writing with these words: God who
spoke in many ways at many times to the fathers by the prophets
(1:1). 

Now back to the statement from David. It defines God’s
marvelous plan for His created “image.” Here we learn that God pays
special attention to humans. “What is man, that you are mindful of
him, or the son of man, that you care for him? (v.6).  While the title
“Son of man” is sometimes attached to Jesus in the Gospels, here the
son of man is simply a reference to humans. Compared to God the
Son, angels, and the rest of creation, humans are not all that powerful.
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But God made us in His image and, therefore, we are objects of His
special care. He not only knows where we are – He comes and visits.

God cares much in spite of the fact that Adam and Eve brought
disaster upon the human race. Therefore, because of the plague of sin,
God has made humans lower than angels for now. You made him for
a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory
and honor (v.7). Because of Adam’s failure to trust God, humans lost
their special relationship to God  (Gen. 3:17-19). In the beginning,
Adam enjoyed ongoing fellowship with God. The Garden was literal
paradise which produced splendid and abundant food. All nature
worked with Adam as he worked and kept God’s Garden. Adam
perfectly reflected God’s character and person.

But because Adam sinned, he was cast out of the Garden and
lost fellowship with God. God cursed the entire creation so that from
that point the earth has fought against humans. Not only does the
ground produce kudzu, crabgrass, and thorns, but we have to deal
with earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes, droughts, wild animals and
creatures that pose serious danger, and fire ants. In similar fashion,
because Eve sinned, all women endure a special curse (Gen. 3:16).
Women normally experience pain in childbirth. It is certain because
it is God’s curse against sin. So too is the desire a wife has to rule
over her husband. 

Creation is in chaos and often we are victims of that chaos. This
in spite of the fact that God’s plan was to have all creation subject to
humanity. Originally, God was putting everything in subjection under
his feet (v.8a). In the beginning, all animals feared man in a respectful
way, Adam loved the animals, and maybe they even talked to each
other. Now animals are afraid of humans and humans are afraid of
animals, and so we eat each other. And that is the picture of
humanity’s conflict with all creation. We are a long way from
everything being subject to us.

God’s plan is on hold. Now in putting everything in subjection
to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet
see everything in subjection to him (v.8b). Humanity’s rule over all
aspects of creation was so thorough and complete that we cannot even
imagine what it would have been like. The sad reality is that at
present, we do not see everything operating according to God’s plan.
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Sin is pervasive in its effect and influence over every part of creation.
Sin is God’s just sentence against human rebellion. The conflict in
creation is our fault. But at the same time, it is a demonstration of
God’s power and justice. And so we live in conflict every day subject
to laws of entropy, dying a little more each day from the moment we
are born. 

But there is hope! Notice the little word yet. In this statement
the phrase at present is contrasted with yet, because God has a
wonderful plan to restore all things to the perfect standard He created.
The plan sounds wonderful to us. However, bear in mind that
restoration requires a Redeemer who will pay the price to buy all
creation out of the prison of sin. The story of Hebrews is the story of
our Redeemer’s superiority. Review the central promise of the book:
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we
are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need (Hebrews 4:14-16). The fallen creation needed a
redeemer. Humans will never reign as God intended unless a
redeemer buys the creation out of sin. God sent the Redeemer.

Jesus Is Humanity’s Redeemer (vv.9-13).

The necessary redeemer for fallen humans is Jesus who is
crowned with glory and honor. He, too, like the people He redeems,
for a little while was made lower than angels. But we see him who for
a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus (v.9a).
Against the backdrop of chaos and conflict in all creation caused by
sin, we see Jesus. He is our hope and confidence. He is our only hope.
Often we read the reflections of people in our culture and sometimes
throughout the world and realize there is a lot of anxiety. Brilliant
scientist have to admit that weather patterns have become
unpredictable. So they try to convince people that we are the problem
and need to revert back to the lifestyle of heathens who lived in mud
huts and ate only what would grow. The surprising rise of radical
Islam in the name of ISIS or ISIL, or whatever other name it goes by
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at the time, has people on edge. And who can explain the surge of
Ebola and who knows how to contain it? Even pagans and some of
the totally conscience-less troop in Hollywood talk about an
apocalypse. We who believe in Jesus Christ should not be surprised
or shaken. We see Jesus.

God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit made Him lower than the
angels for a little while. When did that happen? When God the Son
emptied Himself by taking on the form of a servant and being born in
the likeness of man (Phil. 2:7), He became lower than angels. Angels
announced His becoming man to Mary and Joseph which was
remarkable to them. Angels announced His becoming man to the
shepherds. Angels ministered to Him after He endured Satan’s
temptation. Angels ministered to Him in those last hours before He
paid the final and terrible sacrifice for sin. Possibly angels ministered
to God the Son at other times during the 30+ years that He was lower
than them. Angels ministered to Him like they minister to us who are
at this time lower in power and nature than they are (Hebrews 1:14).

Things have changed since those days. Now God the Son is
glorified because of His sacrifice. Because He died, the Son is
crowned with glory and honor. He is crowned with glory and honor
because of the suffering of death (v.9b). That stands in contrast to the
truth we just considered that Jesus was for a little while “having been
made lower than angels.” The Jews would certainly agree that the
man Jesus was lower than angels. But the idea that God the Father
made Him lower for awhile (which implies the incarnation) was
totally unacceptable to devout Jews. 

Now the writer goes further and claims that this same Jesus is
“having been crowned” with glory and honor. This is a picture of
coronation for a king. The Jews in Jesus’ day wanted an earthly king
and expected their longed-for Messiah to be just that. But Jesus of
Nazareth having been crowned with glory and honor by God? Naw!
If that actually was the case, then Jesus of Nazareth rightly deserves
all glory and honor that is due Him. If God crowned Him, He rightly
deserves to be hailed as God the King of creation! In our modern
setting, offering humble respect to the historical Jesus because He is
King of kings, Lord of Creation is not real popular. 

So what did Jesus do to deserve such awesome respect? He
suffered and died! “You have got to be kidding!” the religious people
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protest. God honored a man because He was killed? No, God the
Father exalts God the Son because He willingly offered Himself in
death as the sacrifice to pay sin’s penalty. He was fully God while
fully man, and as man lived perfectly. 

If that’s true, Christ’s death was tragic! No, His death was the
display of God’s grace. By God’s grace He faced death for others.
The author wrote, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for
everyone (v.9c). When Jesus died, He experienced the penalty of
death for everyone. The need goes all the way back to creation. God
warned Adam in the beginning that the penalty for rebelling and
eating of the forbidden tree was death. Adam failed to trust God, ate
in rebellion against God, and immediately began to die. The first and
most obvious application of providing a covering for the evidence of
Adam’s sin (his nakedness) was the death of an innocent animal.
From that time on, millions of innocent animals were sacrificed to
picture the unending need for the sacrifice of blood to cover the
offense of sin. There had to be one sacrifice of blood that would be
sufficient to cover sin once for all. The death of Jesus was the
acceptable sacrifice. 

Through His sacrifice, Jesus thoroughly redeems the fallen
creation (vv.10-13). In fact, He, the Creator, was perfected through
suffering. How can that be? We read, For it was fitting that he, for
whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory,
should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering
(v.10). We know that He by whom, for whom all things exist is Jesus.
Paul wrote, For by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities – all things were created through him and for him. And
he is before all things, and in him all things hold together (Colossians
1:16-17).

Not only is Christ the Creator and sustainer of the creation, but
He is also the one who brings many sons to glory. This is essential
because all people are by nature opposed to God’s glory. We all fall
short of that glory. The universal truth for humanity is, For all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). But through
Christ’s sacrifice and victory over the grave, sin, and hell, He, the
victorious Captain of our salvation, brings those who trust Him to
glory.
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Furthermore, He should be crowned with glory because He is
the founder of our salvation. He was part of the triune Godhead who
invented the idea. He came to earth to establish the right to offer
salvation through His sacrifice. He is the cornerstone on the
foundation of the gospel. He was perfected through suffering. Whoa!
Hold on a minute. How can He who is the prefect Creator, Savior and
Founder of our salvation be made perfect? Probably this is not a real
accurate translation in the ESV. The phrase should make the founder
of their salvation perfect is better translated the founder of their
deliverance . . . to complete.

To perfect is to bring to completion. It was the word that would
appear at the bottom of a bill that was paid (teleao). It is from the
same root  word Jesus declared  on the cross, “It is finished”  (John
19:30). The Founder (Jesus) brought to completion, salvation, the
bringing of many sons to glory, through suffering on the cross.

Most encouraging of all is that He, the Sanctifier, is not
ashamed to call us brothers (vv.11-13). As the One who sanctifies,
God the Son sets apart for God’s service all who are saved. That is
what the first part of verse eleven says. For he who sanctifies and
those who are sanctified all have one source (v.11a). He sets us apart
from the masses who are not saved, who do not believe, who will
suffer for eternity separated from God. He continues to set us apart
unto God (therefore Himself) while we live in this life. He sets us
apart even as He Himself is set apart by the power and holiness of His
God-ness. 

Therefore, since we are sanctified along with Jesus, He is not
ashamed to call us brothers. That is why he is not ashamed to call
them brothers,  saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the
midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”  And again, “I will
put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has
given me.” How amazing that we are fellow heirs with Christ, in line
for the same inheritance of eternity with God. Paul shared the same
wonderful truth when he wrote, If we are his children, we are also
God's heirs. If we share in Christ's suffering in order to share his
glory, we are heirs together with him (Romans 8:17).

Since we are fellow heirs with God the Son, we must share His
righteousness. Indeed, that is what Isaiah wrote. I will find joy in the
LORD. I will delight in my God. He has dressed me in the clothes of
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salvation. He has wrapped me in the robe of righteousness like a
bridegroom with a priest's turban, like a bride with her jewels.
(Isaiah 61:10). 

Further in verse twelve we discover that God the Son praises the
Father. If even the Son sings praise to God, should we not join Him?
We praise Him because we too trust God the Father like God the Son
did. At the breaking point in life, He prayed, “Father, if it's possible,
let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. But let your will be
done rather than mine” (Matthew 26:39). Do we pray like that?

We truly are able to comprehend only a small part of the
amazing work of redemption. God becoming one of us, in order to
pay the price of redemption so that He can have His creation back, is
beyond our comprehension. God the Creator, willingly being made
lower for a time than the angels He created, is outside the scope of
our understanding. Should we not praise Him and say, “Your will be
done”?
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