
Lessons from Abraham
Romans 4:1-25

REVIEW

We see a great argument in Romans 4.  Having presented doctrine controversial to the Jews, Paul now 
supports it by citing the Jews' heroes.  What more effective illustrations could he give than those of 
Abraham (the friend of God – II Chron. 20:7, James 2:23) and David (the sweet psalmist of Israel – II 
Sam. 23:1)?  And here's the assertion: As great as these men were, they found acceptance in the sight of 
God the same way as does anyone else: not by their works . . . but by the merciful grace of God.

The following is the flow of thought verse-by-verse:

:1 – What plan of justification worked for Abraham?

:2 – If it was justification by works, then he had cause to boast, but that's not what happened.

:3 – Abraham believed God.  God gave him righteousness.

:4 – Gifts are given, not earned.

:5 – Abraham did not earn his standing before God.

:6 - 8 – So David.  See what he says in Psalm 32.

:9 – Does this means of justification work for Jews only or for non-Jews too? 

:10 - 12 – Abraham was declared righteousness before he took on the distinctive sign of Jews. 

:13 - 17 – The resulting message is that justification by faith not works is available to everyone. 

God promised Abraham that He would make of him a great nation (Gen. 12:2); that in him all the 
families of the earth should be blessed (Gen. 12:3); that his posterity should be as the stars for 
multitude (Gen. 15:5); and that he should be a father of many nations (Gen. 17:5).  This promise had 
primary application to his numerous natural descendants and their possession of the land of Canaan. 
But when the apostle calls Abraham “the heir of the world,” he sums up all the promises made to 
Abraham concerning his spiritual descendants, those who possess his faith, who shall yet be so 
numerous as to possess all lands.

Romans 4:23 tells us that what was written about Abraham's faith “was not written for his sake alone.”  
Compare similar assertions in Rom 15:4; 1 Cor. 9:10, 1 Cor. 10:11.  Abraham's faith provides 
instruction for us who live today.  What are we to learn?  The following are two lessons.



I. The REASONABLENESS of True Faith 

     A. Faith can be defined as “a strong inward persuasion manifesting itself in outward acts.”

     B. What led Abraham to this strong inward persuasion?  We first learn of him at the age of 75.  
          We expect by this time he was a man of experience.  Perhaps by this time he ...

1. Saw the emptiness of the idols worshiped around him.  

2. Was vexed by the vanity of worldly pursuits and pleasures.

3. Was convinced of the presence of the invisible, spiritual world.

4. Summarized that creation must have a Creator and that He must be great, understanding from 
    the things that were made His eternal power and Godhead.

     C. In any case, he reached an irresistible conviction.  Against hope he believed in hope.  He 
          staggered not at the promises of God.  He was strong in faith.  He was fully persuaded that
          God was able to perform what He promised.  

     D. This was a reasonable faith.  Abraham believed God.  He acted on what He believed.  That is 
          what faith does.  Could anything be more simple or logical?

     E. We must also ask, is it really that amazing to say that Abraham believed God?  Is this faith so 
          admirable?  Is the idea of God, is the evidence of His existence and nature, so rarefied that such a 
          man should be singled out and idolized for all time?  What else?  What would people find more
          normal: that he kind of believed God, that he believed God a little bit now and then, that he said 
          he believed but generally acted like he didn't?  Is there any God we should believe more?  Is  
          there any logic more rational?  Are not all who do not believe “without excuse?” (Rom. 1:19-20)

     F. What comes to mind are Christ's words, “These things you ought to have done....” (Matt. 23:23)    
         Or, “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” 
         (James 2:19)

     G. Is vacillating King Saul to be our model?  Does not the Bible condemn a double-minded man?

     H. Abraham believed God.  It's the only right thing to do.  No prize there.  And the righteousness he 
          received as a result was not like a ribbon won at the county fair.  It was a GIFT.

     I. Friends, is it not even more reasonable that we should have faith in God?  We, who have the 
        testimony of all the Scriptures and the convincing of the Holy Spirit?  Should we not believe that 
        what God has promised He is able to perform?

     J. See, in other words, the absolute REASONABLENESS of faith in God.

     K. This faith is commanded (I John 3:23).  We are to live by it (Gal. 2:20).  We are to stand by it 
          (II Cor. 1:24).  We are to walk by it (II Cor. 5:7).  We are to abound in it (II Cor. 8:7).  We are 
          to have full assurance of it (Heb. 10:22). Pleasing God is impossible without it (Heb. 11:6).

     L. For believers, such a thing should not be seen as so very difficult to attain or hold on to, but the 
         norm.  Faith is reasonable.  It was for Abraham.  It is to be for us.



II. The RESULTS of True Faith

     A. Abraham's faith led him to unfaltering obedience.

1. The stark command – Gen. 12:1 (Compare Heb. 11:8.)  “Get out,” then leading.

2. The unhesitating obedience – It was the living God speaking!  Would He not lead right? 

     a. Do we hesitate to do His will due in fear we cannot trust Him to take care of us? 

     b. Some: “If God spoke to me miraculously, I would act.  But how do I know God's will?”

     c. Answer 1: Saturate your mind with the spirit of the gospel, with the teaching of the Word o
         of God, with the Spirit of Christ.  Become a person God can trust to be a good steward of  
         His revealed will.  Abraham is our example: Gen. 18:17, 19.

     d. Answer 2: Be first a good steward of little things. See the relevance of the following:

  “By little and little I will drive them out from before thee.”  (Ex. 23:30)

“I have a little oil in a cruse.”  (I Ki. 17:12)

“Let us make a little chamber.”  (II Ki. 4:10)

“Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep, So shall thy 
  poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man.”  (Prov. 6:10-11)

“Dead flies cause the ointment [to stink], so doth a little folly him that is in reputation 
  for wisdom and honour.”  (Ecc. 10:1)

“Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? 
  them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be 
  upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and 
  there a little.”  (Isa. 28:9-10)

“A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.”  (I Cor. 5:6) 

“The tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a 
  little fire kindleth!”  (James 3:5)

 “Because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.”  
(Luke 19:17)

3. So it should be with every Christian.  We will make mistakes, etc., but there are to be certain  
    things God knows of us, that we will and will not do.  We are the “come out and go” ones.

     B. Abraham's faith led him to unflinching self-sacrifice.

There are 2 particularly clear examples in his life:

     1. Property – giving Lot choice of land, though Abraham had the prerogative.

     2. Family – showing willingness to sacrifice his own son.

These actions he was willing to take, not knowing all the benefits down the road.  But this he 
did know: “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:25)



DISCUSSION

1. Why do people stagger at the promises of God?  Why do you (if you do)?  Which promises?  

2. What's the remedy?

3. Do you see faith like Abraham's to be virtually unattainable or what should be the norm?

4. Are you a person God can trust to be a good steward of His revealed will?  Explain.

5. Explain the importance of doing the “little things,” like those listed on the previous page.

6. Shall the Judge of all the earth do right?  Explain.


