
“The Storm of God’s Displeasure” 

Jonah 1:3-5 

(Preached at Trinity, October 18, 2015) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. The Book of Jonah opens suddenly with God’s Divine command: 

 Jonah 1:1 NAU - "The word of the LORD came to Jonah"  
2. It was a charge for Jonah to rise up and go to Nineveh with a message of God’s judgment 

upon their wickedness.  

a. Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian Empire. It had become a symbol 

representing the forces of evil. Jonah was being asked to go this evil, pagan city 

of Nineveh, Israel’s enemy and proclaim God’s mercy in repentance.  

 b. The charge to Jonah wasn’t optional. It was an unconditional charge to go.  

3. As I’ve pointed out, it would have been terrifying to go to such a city alone and preach a 

message of God’s anger and judgment. The population of Nineveh is estimated at 2 

million. Jonah was being told to go to a pagan city and preach to them of an unknown 

God. One could not imagine a more dangerous mission.  

4. But this isn’t why Jonah was refusing to go. Jonah could not accept God being 

compassionate to these heathen people. In this, he reflected the heart of the entire nation. 

When God rebukes Jonah He is also rebuking the entire nation of Israel.  

5. Jonah would have been willing to go to Nineveh to proclaim God’s judgment against 

them if he would be certain that the judgment would come. What he couldn’t accept was 

the possibility of their repentance and God’s mercy. He was not willing to be the 

instrument of God’s compassion upon these pagan people. So Jonah fled.  

"But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD."  
6. Jonah fled to Joppa where he boarded a ship and made his escape towards Tarshish which 

was in the exact opposite direction as Nineveh.  

 This was a great demonstration of defiance against God’s rule in his life. 

7. As I pointed out last time all of fallen humanity is fleeing from God. 

Romans 1:21-22 NAU - "For even though they knew God, they did not honor 
Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their 
foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,"  
Romans 1:28 NAU - "And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any 
longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not 
proper"  

8. Sadly, there are also times when even God’s people flee from Him and pursue their sinful 

lusts. This is what we see with Jonah. 

LBC 17:3 – “And though they may, through the temptation of Satan and of the world, the 

prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of means of their preservation, 

fall into grievous sins, and for a time continue therein, whereby they incur God's displeasure 

and grieve his Holy Spirit, come to have their graces and comforts impaired, have their hearts 

hardened, and their consciences wounded, hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal 

judgments upon themselves, yet shall they renew their repentance and be preserved through 

faith in Christ Jesus to the end.” 
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9. There is an infinite difference between the fleeing of a lost man and the fleeing of one of 

God’s elect.  

a. God allows the lost man to continue in his rebellion until he is finally consumed 

in God’s wrath.  

b. For God’s chosen, however, He will pursue him and bring him to repentance. 

Often it is by the means of the Holy Spirit convicting the conscience. At times, 

though, because of our stubbornness God will apply His rod of chastening to us.  

10. For a time all may seem well. This was the case with Jonah. It would even seem that 

God’s Providence was smiling upon him.  

Jonah 1:3 NAU - "So he went down to Joppa, found a ship which was going to 
Tarshish, paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the 
presence of the LORD."  
a. Jonah fled to Joppa and quickly found a ship heading to his destination. 

Everything was unfolding according to plan. His journey to Joppa was without 

incident. He quickly found a ship heading to Tarshish and was able to acquire 

accommodations. He boarded the ship and was well on his way to his destination.  

 b. Jonah did not know that the storm of God’s rebuke was on the horizon 

Jonah 1:4 NAU - "The LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there 
was a great storm"  

c. But as God’s dear child, God pursued him and brought him back. Even in the 

midst of Jonah’s stubborn rebellion God was active in His plan of restoration. 

11. Tonight I want us to consider this topic of God’s chastening actions upon His people.  

 

I. First, we need to consider the reality of God’s correction 

 A. Too often today this is a subject completely dismissed 

1. It is a subject full of wrong thinking. Either we see God as full of 

condemnation and continually see ourselves as the objects of His wrath. 

We find it difficult to see ourselves as the objects of God’s unconditional 

love.  

  2. Or, in our pride we can’t imagine God being displeased with us 

 We naturally believe our actions are good—we find it easy to justify 

ourselves  

 B. There are times when God corrects us 

1. God’s rod of correction is a token of His love for us. God’s design is to 

conform us to His holiness. 

Hebrews 12:6-11 NAS - "For those whom the Lord loves He 
disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives."  7 It is 
for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for 
what son is there whom his father does not discipline?  8 But if you 
are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you 
are illegitimate children and not sons.  9 Furthermore, we had 
earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not 
much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live?  10 For they 
disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He 
disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness.  11 All 
discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet 
to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness."  
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  2. Chastening most often comes in the form of affliction – but not always 

a. It may come in the form of God removing the light of His 

countenance 

b. It may come in the form of a fiery trial. The trial is most often 

directly connected with the sin.  

 God always makes it clear to us the reason for our affliction 

 David lost the child born as a result of his sin with Bathsheba 

c. If our sin is idolatry God will often remove the root of our idolatry 

– the very object of our affection. 

d. Jonah’s storm was a terrible trial. His very life seemed threatened – 

though, for a season Jonah was oblivious to his peril 

Jonah 1:4 NAU - "there was a great storm on the sea so 
that the ship was about to break up."  
Jonah 1:5 NAU - "But Jonah had gone below into the hold 
of the ship, lain down and fallen sound asleep."  

e. God would bring Jonah to understand clearly the reason for his 

affliction 

Jonah 1:17-2:1 NAU - "Jonah was in the stomach of the fish 
three days and three nights.  NAU  Jonah 2:1 Then Jonah 
prayed to the LORD his God from the stomach of the fish"  

3. Not all adversity is the result of God’s chastening but it sometimes is. We 

should go before God and inquire. 

Psalm 139:23-24 – “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try 
me, and know my thoughts:  24 And see if there be any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 
a. Thomas Watson – “A sick bed often teaches more than a sermon.” 

b. Usually our conscience convicts us quickly. We must always 

respond to the knowledge of sin with repentance. 

 C. Many times God’s correction of His people brings distress to others 

1. We can surely see this with the sailors that shared the ship with Jonah. 

They felt the weight of God’s chastisement before Jonah. This isn’t to say 

the sailors were sinless, and God’s acts of providence can have many 

purposes. God surely was not unjust in afflicting them.  

But this storm primarily had Jonah’s name written on it.  

2. Our sins can reach beyond our own life 

Exodus 20:5-6 NAU - "For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third 
and the fourth generations of those who hate Me,  6 but showing 
lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My 
commandments."  

3. What effect can God’s chastening hand have upon a man’s family?  

 Are you the cause of God withholding His blessings upon your family, 

both material and spiritual.  

4. Does your life have consequences upon the church?  

5. Each of us should always be willing to prayerfully consider, why is there 

not more spiritual life in our assembly? Should we not have the heart of 

the disciples, “Lord, is it I?” 
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II. Why does God chasten us? 

 A. Because we need correction 

1. We still often try to do things our way – even when contrary to God’s 

Word – This was Jonah’s problem.  

2. We often forsake the diligence demanded of God’s people – we profane 

His day, set aside His Word, abandon our prayer life. 

3. We are in constant need of God’s sanctifying grace. 

We are prone to envy, we hold grudges, we harbor jealousies, our pride 

causes us to seek attention for ourselves. We don’t have reign over our 

tongue and often speak things we ought not 

 B. Because He loves us 

12:6-11 NAS - "For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He 
scourges every son whom He receives." 
Revelation 3:19 NAU - "Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; 
therefore be zealous and repent."  

  1. True love demands discipline 

Proverbs 13:24 NAU - "He who withholds his rod hates his son, 
But he who loves him disciplines him diligently."  

  2. God will not allow us to tread the pathway to destruction 

 C. Because we are His children – this is evidence that we belong to God 

Hebrews 12:7 NAS - "God deals with you as with sons; for what son is 
there whom his father does not discipline? "  
2 Samuel 7:14 NAU - "I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; 
when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the 
strokes of the sons of men"  
a. God deals with us as His dear children 

  b. God knows our frame 

 Some Christians are of a sweeter disposition and can be drawn by 
gentle tugs of grace 

 Some Christians are difficult and stubborn and must be dealt with 
in a more forcible way. 

 Is it not true with your own children? God knows how to deal with 

His own 

 D. Because we are prone to forget 

  1. We are particularly prone to forget God during prosperity 

Proverbs 30:8-9 NAU - " Keep deception and lies far from me, 
Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is 
my portion,  9 That I not be full and deny You and say, "Who is the 
LORD?" Or that I not be in want and steal, And profane the name of 
my God."  

2. Some live a life of practical atheism during prosperous times 

Affliction is often designed to drive us back to God. 

This is our problem in the U.S. 

E. Because God desires to bless us 

Psa. 94:12-14 NAU - "Blessed is the man whom You chasten, O LORD, 
And whom You teach out of Your law;  13 That You may grant him relief 
from the days of adversity, Until a pit is dug for the wicked.  14 For the 
LORD will not abandon His people, Nor will He forsake His inheritance."  
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III. God’s chastening rod also serves as a deterrent  

Hebrews 12:11 NAU - "All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but 
sorrowful 

 A. God’s rod is sorrowful 

  1. It is sorrowful because affliction is painful 

   a. Who wants to go through the loss of a job 

   b. Who wants to suffer bodily affliction 

   c. Why wants to be humbled before men 

  2. The worst sorrow for the Christian is the sorrow of offending God 

a. Joseph to Potiphar’s wife - Genesis 39:9 KJV - "how then can 
I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?"  

   b. The Gospel has set our affections upon Jesus 

c. He is our greatest treasure. Our greatest trial is to have our 

fellowship with Him hindered through sin 

 B. The believer loves God’s Law because it reflects Him 

Psalm 119:72 KJV - " The law of thy mouth is better unto me than 
thousands of gold and silver."  

1. The word for “better” is bWj – usually translated “good.”   

2. David recognized the beauty of a life conformed to the beauty of God’s 

Law. He had discovered the source of true riches. 

3. Murray Brett writes in Growing Up in Grace – “God has placed the 

affection of delight in every human soul, but by nature we delight in 

everything but God and His law. However, through the experience of the 

new birth, God rewrites His law upon our hearts and places a new and 

holy affection within the core of our being which delights in the law of 

God as the rule of life for the believer.” 

4. The psalmist describes the Law of God as his greatest treasure, his delight 

of delights and his greatest treasure because it reflects the character of God 

and provides the standard by which we might reflect God’s glory and the 

means by which we will find our greatest treasure in Him.  

5. Nothing brings us greater sorrow than to experience the rod of God’s 

displeasure because we’ve bought reproach to His holy name by our 

disdaining of His holy Law. 

 
IV. We must be careful how we receive God’s Divine Chastisement 

 A. The lost man complains loudly in his affliction 

  1. This is because he doesn’t believe he deserves it 

2. The lost man actually thinks he deserves God’s blessings—that he is 

entitled to them.  

3. We are often guilty of cursing God’s blessings 

 B. The believer declares God’s justness and goodness in his affliction  

Psalm 119:65 KJV - "Thou hast dealt well (bAj) with thy servant, O LORD, 

according unto thy word."  
1. Spurgeon: “He hath done all things well: the rule has no exception. In 

providence and in grace, in giving prosperity and sending adversity, in 

everything Jehovah hath dealt well with us.” 

 



6 

 

2. David declared God’s goodness even in the midst of his affliction. God’s 

judgments are always right – His justice always perfect. God is good. 

Psalm 119:68 KJV - "Thou art good, and doest good"  
Psalm 119:75 KJV - "I know, O LORD, that thy judgments are 
right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me."  

C. How is God’s affliction good for us?  

1. It is a token of God’s love towards His own children.  

Hebrews 12:6-11 NAS - " For those whom the Lord loves He 
disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives." 

  2. It’s God’s means of turning us away from sin and back to Himself 

Hebrews 12:11 NAU - "All discipline for the moment seems not to 
be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, 
afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness."  
Psalm 119:67 KJV - "Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now 
have I kept thy word."  
Psalm 119:71 KJV - " It is good for me that I have been afflicted; 
that I might learn thy statutes."  

 

 

Conclusion: 
There are several truths which we must remember 

1. We must consider God’s chastening a blessing and never despise His hand of correction. 

Job 5:17 NAU - "Behold, how happy is the man whom God reproves, So do not 
despise the discipline of the Almighty."  

2. We must examine our hearts when adversity comes – is it God’s chastisement? 

3. We must never rejoice when others are chastised  - even when they have brought us great 

harm.   

Proverbs 24:17-18 NAU - " Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, And do not let 
your heart be glad when he stumbles;  18 Or the LORD will see it and be 
displeased, And turn His anger away from him."  


