
Gospel of Mark 4A 

 

Remember as I introduced our study in the Gospel of Mark I said that Mark was the first 

Gospel to surface in the history of the church and it is written like the “Headline News” 

edition of the Gospel, quickly moving fast paced. (Favorite word - immediately. 

 Mark doesn’t spend much time detailing the teachings of the Lord Jesus (you will find 

that in Matthew and Luke.) Mark limits his writing to a few excerpts from Jesus 

teachings. We will find them here in Chapter 4 and later in chapter 13. 

 With that in mind it would seem to me that these particular teachings carry a measure 

of significance. (At least in the mind of Peter and Mark) 

 

The teaching that Mark focuses on here in Chapter 4 is an important one. We know it as 

the “Parable of the Sower” but it might be better titled “The Parable of the Soils.” 

 And I would encourage you not to zone off or give your brain the day off because 

you are SO FAMILIAR WITH this parable. 

 The great value of this parable can be seen in the words of Jesus to his disciples in 

4:13: 

 

Mark 4: 13  And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will 

you understand all the parables? 

 It would seem, from Jesus’ comment that this Parable of the Soils should be 

considered foundational, even elementary in understanding all of the other parables. 

 

You might ask: What makes this particular parable so important? 

 Remember from Mark 1, that Jesus came in the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim, 

that is to broadcast the Gospel of the Kingdom of God; 

 

Mark 1: 14  Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel 

of God,  15  and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 

and believe in the gospel.”  

 Jesus would eventually hand this Gospel off to his Disciples and they would be 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to broadcast the seed of the Gospel to the ends of the 

earth. 

 Today in our generation the church of Jesus Christ has been empowered by the Holy 

Spirit to proclaim the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 

 As seed sowers, in this generation it is important that we understand both the seed 

and the responses that we can anticipate as we labor in the soil of men’s souls. 

 

Three questions that will help us understand this portion of scripture:  

1. What is a parable? 2. What is the seed? 3. Why is there a variety of soils? 

 

What is a parable? 



I touched on this briefly last week: the word PARABALLO - To cast or lay something 

aside of another for the purpose of comparison or illustration.  

A parable can be a simple comparison like the one in: Mark 3:27  But no one can enter a 

strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then 

indeed he may plunder his house. 

o When Jesus was accused of being in league with and empowered by Satan he 

employed a parable to show that he was actually in the process of defeating 

Satan and plundering his kingdom.   

 

Parables are like stain glass windows in a church: they are dull and lifeless to those who 

are on the outside of the church but they are brilliant and radiant to those within the 

church. 

 With that in mind:  Jesus speaks his parables OUTSIDE in PUBLIC with a measure 

of obscurity to the crowds who gathered around him. 

 Later (verses 13 - 20) he brings light to the meaning of the parable making it brilliant 

and radiant for those who are on the INSIDE.  

 

Between the public declaration of this parable and the private explanation to his disciples,  

Jesus reveals a twofold purpose for his use of parables. (v. 10-12) 

Mark 4: 10  And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about 

the parables. 11  And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom 

of God, but for those outside everything is in parables, 12  so that “they may indeed see 

but not perceive,  and may indeed hear but not understand,  lest they should turn and be 

forgiven.” 

 I believe what Jesus is saying here is that Parables are specifically designed to 

effectively reveal and sufficiently conceal the glory of the kingdom of God. 

 To those whose eyes are effectively being opened by the Holy Spirit the parables 

provide a greater clarity.   

SLIDE #9 

Take note that the mystery of the kingdom is “GIVEN” by God as a gift and not attained 

by human effort - “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God 

 This is why we sing: “Amazing Grace.. I once was lost but now I’m found was blind 

but now I see.” 

 To those who remain in spiritual blindness the obscurity of the parables actually 

serves as evidence of God’s judgment.  

 How can I say that? Because Jesus actually quotes from Isaiah chapter 6 where the 

obscurity of God’s word reveals his righteous judgment on the nation Israel.   

 

SO parables are illustrations uniquely designed to reveal the secrets of the kingdom to 

Christ’s disciples and at the same time conceal the kingdom from those who are 

perishing. 

Stop here and give thanks to God for graciously opening our eyes to see. 



 

1. What is the seed? 

There is no need to guess, Jesus clearly communicates that with his disciples: 

Mark 4:14  The sower sows the word. 

 Word = LOGOS - The Word of God -   

 

Mark 2:2 when Jesus is teaching the people who gathered in Peter’s house Mark says:   

And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. 

And he was preaching the word to them. 

 Here we see Jesus as the great sower and the seed as the Word of God. Everywhere 

he went he preached the Word. 

 

John Gill: “by this it appears, that the seed in the parable is the word of God, which was 

preached to hearers of different dispositions: the word is the word of life and truth; the 

word of peace and reconciliation; the word of faith and righteousness; the word of 

salvation; the word which publishes and declares all these to be in and by Jesus Christ. 

 

When we are preparing a mission team to carry the Gospel onto the field the first thing 

that we do is make sure that everyone on the team understands the Gospel and is 

dedicated to planting the same healthy SEED that was sown by the Lord Jesus. 

 In agriculture today farmers have a number of choices when they sow their seed: 

there are hybrid seeds and genetically modified seeds available to modern farmers. 

 

Likewise in the church today there are hybrid and modified gospels that have been 

developed by men (not God) in an effort to be more appealing to modern society.  

 The pragmatic Gospel of today announces that “Jesus Works.” He gives you a better 

life, makes you a more successful person, gives you inner peace.  (try it you’ll like it) 

 The health and wealth gospel that is broadcast across the airways is designed to 

appeal to a more materialistic society. Like the pragmatic gospel this one focuses on 

what Jesus can do for you. 

 The politically correct gospel doesn’t want to offend anyone with words like 

“Repentance” or “Judgment.” It is a kinder and gentler gospel. (impotent) 

 Like hybrid seeds these hybrid gospels are unable to reproduce a healthy fruit.  

 When troublesome times, hardships and trials come into the lives of these 

misbelievers the foundation of their hybrid faith is shaken and there is no real fruit.  

 

The Gospel is NOT:  (what we taught in elder training: 

 The good news is not that we are Okay. (I’m Ok You’re OK) 

 The good news is not that God is love. (that is part but not the whole) 

 The good news is not that Jesus wants to be our friend.  

 The good news is not that we should live better lives.  

 The good news is not simply asking Jesus into your heart.  (repentance and belief) 



 

A good way to summarize this good news is to biblically unpack the words God, Man, 

Christ, Response. 

 God. God is the creator of all things (Gen. 1:1). He is perfectly holy, worthy of all 

worship, and will punish sin (1 John 1:5, Rev. 4:11, Rom. 2:5-8). 

 Man. All people, though created good, have become sinful by nature (Gen. 1:26-28, 

Ps. 51:5, Rom. 3:23). From birth, all people are alienated from God, hostile to God, 

and subject to the wrath of God (Eph. 2:1-3). 

 Christ. Jesus Christ, who is fully God and fully man, lived a sinless life, died on the 

cross to bear God’s wrath in the place of all who would believe in him, and rose from 

the grave in order to give his people eternal life (John 1:1, 1 Tim. 2:5, Heb. 7:26, 

Rom. 3:21-26, 2 Cor. 5:21, 1 Cor. 15:20-22). 

 Response. God calls everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and trust in Christ in 

order to be saved (Mark 1:15, Acts 20:21, Rom. 10:9-10). 

 This is the seed that we broadcast as faithful sowers into the field of the world. 

 

2. Why are there a variety of soils? 

Throughout the parable the seed remains constant. It never varies. God has given the seed 

of his Word the innate ability to produce life and fruit. 

 Even though the seed never varies the results of broadcasting that seed vary greatly. 

 How do we account for the difference? The difference in the yield produced by the 

seed comes from the soil in which the seed is planted. 

o This is true in both theology and biology. 

o Variations in soil significantly affect the yield of the crop that is planted. 

 

So why is there a variety of soils? Because the hearts of men respond differently when 

they encounter the seed of God’s Word. 

 

The Lord Jesus has been moving throughout the entire region of Israel indiscriminately 

broadcasting the seed of God’s word. 

 He is like a farmer who is SO INTENT on gathering a great harvest that he sows in 

every corner of his fields. He doesn’t miss one square inch of soil, he is lavish in the 

broadcasting of the seed. 

 The audience that is hearing the Lord Jesus would have been intimately familiar with 

the imagery that he employs. 

o Israel was an agricultural society.  

o Fields throughout Israel were bordered by hardened paths (access) 

o The terrain was uniquely rocky and crowded with a variety of difficult weeds. 

o And there were a few pockets of fertile soil.  

 When Jesus clarifies this parable for his disciples the image of “Soils” is replaced by 

the words, “The Ones,”  “These,”  “Them” It becomes clear that he is speaking of 

people. 
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Hard soil 

Mark 4: 15  And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they 

hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. 

 Our indiscriminate and energetic sower throws seed everywhere. Some falls on the 

beaten path where it never breaks the surface but becomes food for the birds of the 

air. 

 The hardness of the soil forbids any penetration by the seed and the wicked one, 

“Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them.” 

 

When I managed the warehouse at the end of the day when all of the trucks were gone I 

often stood by the docks to talk with my staff. Often the conversations would take a 

spiritual turn and a few of the guys would simply roll their eyes and walk away. At that 

point in their lives the soil of their hearts was hardened and there was no entry point for 

the Word.  (As we broadcast the seed we should expect this) 

 

Shallow soil 

16  And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the 

word, immediately receive it with joy. 17  And they have no root in themselves, but 

endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, 

immediately they fall away. 

 There is an old story that I heard when I visited Israel: When the Angels of the Lord 

were shaping the terrain of the earth one angel happened to be carrying the bag full of 

rocks that was supposed to be distributed throughout the entire earth. But as he was 

flying over the Land of Israel the bag ripped and the land was covered with rocks. 

 The seed that falls on this rocky soil immediately springs up with great joy but sadly 

it never developed roots. With a limited source of water as soon as the sun rose it was 

scorched and withered away. 

 RC Sproul says, “this is a theologically vivid description of a Spurious Conversion.”  

 An evangelist gives an emotionally charged altar call, the worship team plays Just as 

I am for the 15
th

 time and it brings an emotional response from an individual who was 

lead by his feelings but not truly drawn by the Father. 

 In the true believer, the indwelling Holy Spirit is that river of living water that feeds 

the seed and causes the believer to bear fruit even in the midst of drought conditions. 

 

Crowded soil 

Mark 4:18  And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the 

word, 19  but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for 

other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 

 This particular soil is one you should consider when you hear the Word of God 

twisted by the prosperity teachers: If the deceitfulness of riches and the desire for 



other things choke out the word, WHY are they MORE focused on material blessing 

than eternal life?  

 When the seed lands in a crowded heart it never produces any fruit because it is 

choked out by the multitude of worldly concerns. 

 

Two examples of crowded soil: 

 Judas – The deceitfulness of riches drove Judas to betray the Lord for 30 pieces of 

silver. 

 Demas - 2 Timothy 4:10 For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me 

and gone to Thessalonica 

 

                                               The Good Soil 

It is possible, after reviewing the last 3 soils that you are feeling a bit depressed.  

Like coming up to bat 3 times in 8 innings and striking out every time. NO FRUIT. 

But then in the bottom of the 9
th

 inning you stand at the plate with the bases loaded and 

hit a grand slam! Finally we arrive at the good soil. 

 

Mark 4:20  But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and 

accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 

 The normal return that a farmer could expect from the seed that he planted was 

somewhere between 8 - 10 % 

 But THIS crop yield 30 - 60 - 100 fold returns. This is an unheard of even miraculous 

return. 

 The magnitude of this return is clearly displays the miraculous intervention of God. 

 

Good Soil is not natural in this sin cursed world. 

Genesis 3:17  “Cursed is the ground because of you, through painful toil you will eat of it 

all the days of your life.” 

 

Because of the curse: The preparation of the soil requires hard work for the diligent 

farmer.  

 The removal of the rocks,  

 The plowing of the land to get rid of weeds,  

 Application of fertilizer to give the land proper nutrition.  

 All of this takes place before the seed is sown. 

 

In a similar way the curse of sin has wreaked havoc on the soil of men’s souls. 

The preparation of man’s heart is the hard work of a loving God and not the work of man, 

after all man is spiritually dead. 

 

Looking back at my own life, I see the gracious hand of the Lord breaking up the 

hardness of my stony heart and pulling up the weeds. 



 There were some very difficult seasons when it seemed that God brought out the 

heavy equipment to break up the corrupt foundation on which my life was built. 

 Self-reliance and pride were the cornerstones of my life and they needed to be 

uprooted and destroyed.  

 Ungodly relationships had to be crushed  

 

The weeds of lusts and materialism yielded a bumper crop in the soil of my heart until the 

holiness of God, like a consuming fire, burned the field and made room for the seed of 

his Word. 

 

The living seed of his word brought life and fruit  

 Still today the Lord continues to pull weeds, pick out stones and prune the vine so 

that I might become more fruitful. 

 

John 15: “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 

that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in 

me  (to abide – remain) he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  

 The hard, shallow and crowded soil are those who don’t abide, don’t remain. 

 John says that unfruitful vines are cast into the fire. 

7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be 

my disciples.” 

 

 
 


