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Introduction:  “The Preacher” takes his text in chapter on of this book:  “Vanity of 

Vanities; All is Vanity.   Solomon surveys all that he knew of human wisdom and 

understanding that he might by experience and knowledge see if there was any sense in 

the world.  He reveled in materialism and build great works; He explored madness and 

folly and found nothing of reality and permanence;  He explored wisdom and found it 

much better than madness and folly, but found even in wisdom there was vanity and 

vexation of spirit. 

His frustration was this, in all that he explored:  1:12-18.   That which is crooked cannot 

be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered.  He then comes to the 

conclusion 2:24-26  “There is nothing better for a man, than he should eat and drink, and 

that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labour.  This also I way, that it was from 

the hand of God.  For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and 

knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he 

may give to him that is good before God.  This also is vanity and vexation of spirit.”   

After all is said and done, this is all the world has for you:  something to eat, something 

to drink, satisfaction in your work.  All else is vanity and that only is for you on this 

earth; nothing of it can go with you. That’s it.  Pile it up, and you will leave it to another; 

who knows whether he will  be wise or a fool?  That is in the hands of God. 

I do not believe that Eccelesiastes is to be ignored as simply a book of human 

philosophy.  No.  It is inspired like the rest of Scripture and gives a real and true picture 

of the true nature of the present world.  It reminds us that “what is your life; it is but a 

vapor that appears for a moment and then vanishes away.”  I would like to look at that, 

and then see some very valuable things that Solomon could only hint at, but belongs to 

us in Jesus Christ.   Three things:  I.  Broken and Normal;  II. Waiting and Patience;  III 

What? Where? When ? 

I. Broken and Normal.  In the present world, the normal is broken.  It is normal for 

things to be lacking and broken.  Nothing is perfect.  Hence, our values are always 

being tested.  What is the present condition: 

A.   Before the fall:  good, but not perfect.  For man’s goodness had a limit; and man 

fell.   

B.   After the fall: Under the curse of sin and death, but twofold.   

1. Men of faith and hope:  the coming of Christ.  But still sorrow and pain.  

They had the Spirit of faith and hope, as described in Hebrews 11. But there 

were very few of these men, and almost all of them were in Israel.  These 

were broken men in a broken world, but living in the hope of eternal life, 
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showing love to God and to men.   The OT men had his hope, but it is much 

brighter and clearer in the New than in the Old. 

2. Men of the world were without hope and without God in the world.  These 

were carnal men, men of the flesh.  Broken ruined men in a broken and 

ruined world. 

C.   Final State: 

1. Carnal man: of the flesh: the horrors and eternity of hell and damnation, a 

perfection of sin and misery. 

2. Justified man: of the Spirit:  Life eternal. Hope realized. 

II. Because we are broken men, being restored, with the hope of full restoration in the 

world to come, we now wait with patience.   Waiting and Patience.   And what does 

this consist of : 

A.   Faith.  Not the sight of the eyes:  7:14-18  Promise 

B.  Hope- spring from faith.  Nothing after him.  Power of faith. 

C.  Charity:  Fruit of Hope.  Love of God is shed abroad in our hearts. 

D.  Illustrated:  7:15-18.  Two ways of dying  young.  The godly have hope in the 

world to come, and do not need to find perfection here in this broken world.  

Two ways of dying before your time.   

1. Being toxo righteous: trying to fix everything.  Right like a hammer. 

Tempting men.  Casting pearls before swine.  What do you expect them to 

do? 

2. Tempting God:  jumping off the temple.  Being too foolish. 

E. This will keep you straight:  Ecc. 7:8  It is how you end up that counts.  This is 

what remains:  not just what Solomon said about all you get from the world; but 

this is not all that is to be said.  What remains is faith, hope, and charity, or love.   

But you will not even find these in perfection in the present world, but only the 

beginnings of them, as the catechism says.  HC 114, 115 

III. Finally:  What? Where?  When?   This is what wisdom requires: 

A.   What to do?  “If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God.”  James says.  In 

David’s time: 1Ch 12:32 And of the children of Issachar, which were men that 
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had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do; the heads of 

them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their commandment.  

1. Joshua erred in this, in making peace with the men of Gibeah. He asked not 

counsel at the mouth of the Lord. 

2. Paul was constantly asking God for wisdom and guidance and where he 

should preach, not trusting his own wisdom. 

B. Where to do it?   Should a mission be established here in this town; or over in that 

town.  What is the will of the Lord.  The world is broken; what can be fixed and 

what cannot be fixed.  None of us get it right all the time, or even most of the 

time.  Who is to be encourage? And who should be rebuked? 

C. When to do it. Pr 27:14 He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, rising early 

in the morning, it shall be counted a curse to him.  A word fitly spoken.  A cup 

of cold water.  Something done at the wrong time may do great harm.  Seed 

planted at the wrong time will not grow. 

D.   Our business is with God.  These things cannot be known from the wisdom of 

the world, which is filled with envy, strife, and confusion, according James.  We 

need the wisdom of God to navigate a broken world, in our  own brokenness.  

But we have Faith, Hope, Charity.  Faith in the Promise of God;  Hope which 

springs from the power of Faith; and Charity which is the fruit of Faith. 

Conclusion:   Vs. 7:14:  Nothing after him.   Him? Man? Maybe, then this would mean, 

don’t look for anything except what you see in man.  But I think it means God.  Our 

business is with God, our perfection is to be looked for in God:  Psalm 119:96  “I have 

seen an end to all perfection; but thy commandment is exceeding broad.”  How do we 

look for the perfection of God:  in scripture alone. 

Justification; in God alone and the righteousness of Christ; now our own sagacity and 

wisdom 

Sanctification: in God alone, and we put off the old and put on the new; seeking the 

wisdom of God alone, realizing we have only a small beginning in a broken world. 

Glorification and Perfection in the world to come: faith, hope, love made perfect. 

Amen and Amen. 

 

 


