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If you would, please turn to the gospel of Luke chapter eight. We read beginning with 
verse 19 down to verse 21. 
 

Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach 
him because of the crowd.  And he was told, “Your mother and your 
brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.” But he answered them, 
“My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do 
it.”1 

 
Let’s go to our God together in prayer.  
 
Lord, I thank you for the challenge that we are going to receive this morning, your 
warnings to us, you instruction to us is your love to us, Lord.  You could leave us in the 
dark. You could leave us thinking thoughts that aren’t true, but you don’t do that. You 
have loved us in this way that you reveal the truth to us that we might respond to it 
obediently and with faith and be delivered, Lord, not only from your wrath, not only from 
judgment in the final sense, but you give us your Word that we might be delivered from 
the heartache and the loss and the destruction that sin brings in this present age.  Oh, 
Lord, help us. Forgive us for our foolishness.  Forgive us for our dullness toward you, 
toward your truth, toward what is right.  And in this generation that is immoral and 
ungodly, grant us a fervent zeal for you and of what is right in your sight.  Lord, teach us 
this morning we ask for the sake of you name, for the good of your people that your 
Church would be in truth what it is in design, that it would be the pillar and support of 
the truth in this world.  We ask you for this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
One of the things that you discover when you study through the gospels is that they are 
not always strictly chronological. There are times when one of the writers will arrange 
material in such a way that he is driving home the point about a particular subject.  That 
does not destroy the historicity of what he is giving us.  It actually happened as it said 
that the happened.  He just hasn’t arranged it in terms of when it happened, in terms of its 
particular and specific order.  And we can understand that. You can sometimes be telling 

                                                
1 Luke 8:19-21. 
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someone about something that has happened recently and you are describing it and as you 
are describing it to them something will come to your mind that happened on another day 
or on another occasion that would serve to illustrate what you are talking about or 
illuminate what you are talking about. And so in the midst of explaining what you are 
explaining you will bring up this other event that happened on another day. It really 
happened. It is historically accurate and you are bringing it in to illustrate or to 
illuminate.  And that is what you find sometimes in the gospels. That is why you have 
books that harmonize, as you know, the gospel accounts.  
 
I bring that up because the verses that we read here in Matthew’s account and in Mark’s 
account they have this event taking place before the parable of the soils.  They have 
Christ’s mother and brothers coming to the house before he leaves this house and then 
gives the parable of the soils. In Luke’s account, as you know, this event follows the 
parable of the soils. I think it is most likely that Matthew and Mark have the true 
chronology of the events which begs the question. Why does Luke give us this after the 
parable of the soils.  And after what we studied last week, which has to do with how you 
hear the Word of God, do you remember that? We talked about the lamp, how a lamp is 
to function. You don’t hide it. You don’t shove it out of  your vision. You allow it to 
illuminate and we talked about the way we are to hear the Word of God. We are to bring 
our life into the light of God’s Word and let it illuminate everything in our life and deal 
with honesty before the Lord, looking again at verse 16. 
 
“No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a 
stand, so that those who enter may see the light.”2 
 
You better deal with the light of God’s Word now, today, in this time, because one day it 
is going to illuminate everything anyway, verse 17. 
 
“For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not 
be known and come to light.”3 
  
Then Christ drives this analogy home when he says: 
 
“Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the 
one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.”4 
 
So in Luke’s account you have the parable of the soils and you ... out of the four soils 
only one hears the Word of God rightly.  And then Christ uses this analogy of the lamp 
and he says, “Now, you be careful how you listen.” 
 
And so now in a strategic way Luke brings up this event that actually happened before, 
but he brings it in here, because it so perfectly illustrates the parable of the soils and the 
analogy of the land.  Verse 19. 

                                                
2 Luke 8:16.  
3 Luke 8:17.  
4 Luke 8:18.  
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“Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him...”5 
 
By the way, the word then there is the little Greek word δε (deh).  It doesn’t indicate a 
chronology. It is a way of saying, now, and. It doesn’t mean that this is strictly following 
what he just gave us. 
 

Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach 
him because of the crowd.  And he was told, “Your mother and your 
brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.”6 

 
Now here is the link, verse 21.  
 
“But he answered them, ‘My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of 
God and do it.’”7 
 
What happened on this occasion when Christ’s family came looking for him, illustrates 
this truth that answers this question: Who is the family of Jesus in the most profound and 
lasting sense? Who is truly his mother, his brother, his sisters?  Who has a real 
relationship with God?  Who has a real relationship with Christ?  And what happened on 
this day with his mother and his brothers illustrates, demonstrates, illuminates what it 
means to have a real spiritual relationship with God. And it has to do with how you 
respond to God’s Word.  That is the link.  So let’s look at it and learn from it this 
morning. 
 
The first thing we see, verse 19, the circumstances that set the stage for the lesson that we 
are going to learn, verse 19.   
 
“Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of 
the crowd.”8 
 
Christ is in a house. The house is packed full of people.  We get another glimpse into 
what things were like during the earthly ministry of Jesus. The crowds were enormous. In 
fact, the demands upon Jesus are so great and the house is so full Mark tells us they 
couldn’t even eat.  Mark chapter three verse 20. 
 
“Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat.”9 
 
By the way, why is his family there? Why has his mother come? Why have his brothers 
come to this house where Jesus is?  Mark 3:21: 
 

                                                
5 Luke 8:19.  
6 Luke 8:19-20.  
7 Luke 8:21.  
8 Luke 8:19.  
9 Mark 3:20.  
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“And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, ‘He is 
out of his mind.’”10 
 
You see, all of this interest in Jesus is not positive. Not all of it is positive.  Mark is 
telling us that what motivated Mary and the Lord’s half brothers to go get him is that it is 
becoming evident that there is this building hostility toward Jesus.  Some are saying that 
he is out of his mind.  In fact, some are saying that he has demons.  In Matthew and 
Marks’ account, again, this event follows a conversation that Jesus has where people are 
accusing him. The Pharisees, the scribes are accusing him of an allegiance with 
Beelzebub. They are accusing him of having demons.  So his family comes seeking 
Jesus, because at the very least they are concerned for his safety.  And, it seems, they 
may be concerned that he is not... I mean that he has gone too far. Remember, his 
brothers don't believe in him at this point and they may have thought to themselves, now 
this is getting out of hand.  All well and good that you think you are the Messiah, but now 
you have done it. Now you have stirred up hostility from the religious leaders.  I mean, 
this is going a bit to far. This is getting to serious.   
 
Now we know Mary understood who her son is. She believed in him, but she, too, may 
have been concerned for his safety.  And so they come seeking him. These are the 
circumstances. Christ in a house packed out so much in terms of demand placed upon 
him. He is not even eating. Ministering to people and his mother and his brothers have 
come for him. And notice the report, verse 20. 
 
“And he was told, ‘Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see 
you.’”11 
 
Now just a quick comment here, a side note. It is clear, is it not, that Mary did not remain 
a virgin.  Right?  After her marriage to Joseph she and Joseph had children. They had a 
normal marriage relationship.  This is how Jesus got brothers and sisters, half brothers 
and half sisters, because Jesus was virgin conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in 
the womb of Mary, but after Jesus was born Mary and Joseph had a normal marriage 
relationship and they had children.  The Bible is clear about this. Mark chapter six verse 
three: 
 
“Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and 
Simon?”12 
 
Mark is giving us the names of Christ’s brothers.  
 
“And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him.”13 
 

                                                
10 Mark 3:21.  
11 Luke 8:20.  
12 Mark 6:3.  
13 Ibid.  
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I mean, this is going on in his home town. They know Jesus and they know his family. 
Matthew 13:54.  
 

...and coming to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that 
they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and 
these mighty works?  Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother 
called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and 
Judas?  And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all 
these things?14 

 
So when the Catholic Church says that Mary remained a virgin they argue with Scripture.  
It is also noteworthy that Joseph is not mentioned in this scene. And when Christ goes to 
the cross, as you know, Mary is there, but Joseph is not there. And as Christ is dying on 
the cross, he gives the care of his mother into the hands of John, which may well indicate 
that Joseph died earlier in the lifetime of Jesus so that Mary was left a widow.   
 
But here she is, his mother and his brothers standing outside and they have requested to 
see Jesus. And someone comes to Christ and notifies him that they are standing outside. 
They want to see him.  Your mom is outside. Your brothers are outside.   
 
Now notice his response, verse 21.   
 
“But he answered them, ‘My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of 
God and do it.’”15 
 
Matthew’s account, Matthew 12:49 tells us that when Jesus heard the report, he stretched 
out his hand toward his disciples. Mark’s account tells us that he looked around at those 
who were sitting right around him.  And he said these words, Mark 3:34. 
 
“And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my 
brothers!’”16 
 
Matthew’s account says the same thing.  
 
“Here are my mother and my brothers!”17 
 
And then he said what Luke’s account gives us. 
 
“My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.”18 
 

                                                
14 Matthew 13:54-56. 
15 Luke 8:21.  
16 Mark 3:34.  
17 Matthew 12:49. 
18 Luke 8:21.  
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This is why Luke places this event where he does strategically after the parable of the 
soils, after the warning about how you listen to the Word of God. Now we hear Jesus say: 
 
“My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.”19 
 
You say, “Well, what is his point?”  
 
Well, first, let’s be clear about what his point was not.  He is not saying that his mother 
was not a believer. He is not saying that. Nor was he saying, by the way that he 
responded to this or reacted to this that he did not have a natural love for his mother and 
his brothers.  He is not blowing off his family.  Remember this. Jesus fulfilled all 
righteousness and that includes the righteousness that is demonstrated in the lives of 
God’s people, the righteousness that is demonstrated towards your family.  Jesus was 
faithful when it came to his family relationships. We learned earlier that he remained in 
submission to his parents during his childhood. He was faithful as a son that way. And in 
John chapter 19 verse 26 the Bible says this: 
 

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!”   Then he said 
to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple 
took her to his own home.  After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now 
finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.”20 

 
I mean, this is something that he needed to do to fulfill all righteousness, to care for his 
mother before he died and he did it.  The Bible also tells us that after the resurrection of 
Jesus he made a special appearance to his brother James.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:3.   
 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom 
are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles.  Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me.21 

 
So when he says, “Here are my mother and my brothers,” he is not indicating by that that 
he has stopped caring for his mother, he has stopped caring about his brothers or that 
Mary was not a believer. That is not what he is saying.   
 

                                                
19 Ibid.  
20 John 19:26-28.  
21 1 Corinthians 15:3-8.  
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So what is his point?  And why does Luke put it here? The point that he is making is this.  
There is a spiritual relationship that exists, there is a spiritual fellowship that exists, there 
is a salvation relationship that exists and that is the primary thing. That is the most 
important thing that you have a salvation relationship to Jesus, that you have a spiritual 
relationship to Christ, that you are really a part of the family of God, that you are really in 
the fellowship of God’s family, really in the fellowship of God’s people, a fellowship that 
exists because of the reality of the Holy Spirit’s presence, his indwelling presence and the 
reality of conversion.  That is the primary thing that you have that relationship. 
 
In fact, let me just give you six things about salvation and family.  The first thing would 
be this. Salvation will enhance relationships in the natural family.  Come to Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior.  Understand that he came into this world, born of a virgin, the God 
man, God in human flesh. He lived the life that you and I cannot live, a life of complete 
obedience to the law of God. He then died on a cross as a substitute for those who will 
trust in him, died for a people who will be saved from their sins. Three days later he was 
raised from the dead. He is ascended into heaven. The gospel has been sent forth. God is 
gathering now into his family through the preaching of the gospel those who trust in his 
Son. People are being saved.  And everyone who has been saved is a new creation. Lives 
are transformed and when you come to know Christ as Lord and Savior, hear me, it will 
enhance change, make better your natural family relationships.   
 
Now you have to understand that in the right context.    I am not saying to you that if you 
come to Christ things will be smoother in your family, things will be more peaceful in 
your family, you won’t find any opposition in your family. That is not what I am saying. 
What I am saying to you is this. A follower of Christ will be a better husband or a wife 
because he or she is a follower of Christ, if you re truly a follower of Christ.  A follower 
of Christ will be a better son or daughter. A follower of Christ will be a better relative.  
Why? Because if we love God we are going to obey his commandments that have to do 
with people.  We are to love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength and we are to 
love our neighbor as ourselves. And so if we obey our Savior and really love God with all 
of our heart, mind, soul and strength to the degree that we can this side of glorification, if 
we zealously, honestly, sincerely, fully love the Lord God, we are going to treat each 
other better and that is true also in the family.   
 
I will tell you this, though. Lost family members will not always see it that way. You can 
love them with the love of God and they will many times count it to be hated, because 
what lost people inevitably want is they want you to put them at the center of your life.  
And if you don’t put them at the center of your life, they count that to be hatred.  The fact 
of the matter is, though, you put Christ at the center of your life and you will treat them, 
those people, better than you ever have before.   
 
Salvation enhances relationships in the natural family. Second, salvation, praise the Lord, 
may be shared in the natural family.  That is, that here is the most wonderful experience 
on earth when it comes to family. Isn’t it a wonderful thing when you are a believer and 
your wife—in my case—your wife is a believer or, ladies, your husband is a believer.  I 
mean, truly converted, I mean really love Jesus, when your children are true Christ 
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followers, when your mother, your father, is a true Christ follower, when you share 
salvation in the natural family what a joy, what a blessing, what a grace from God when 
very member of your family or a significant portion of your family knows Christ truly.  
That is a blessing.  And when that is true, you will know joys in family life, in natural 
family life that the world will never know about.  What a joy to be able to worship 
together, what a joy to be able to pray together. What a joy to be able to discover truth 
together.  What a joy to be able to hold one another accountable in the family of God in 
your own home, what a joy it is to be able to trust the Lord together in the midst of trials, 
in the midst of tests, in the midst of those things that stress our lives to be able together to 
go to the Lord and look and watch as he demonstrates his faithfulness again and again 
and again and to be able to celebrate all that together in your natural family. What a 
blessing that is when salvation is shared in the natural family. 
 
And do you know what? By the grace of God that often happens, doesn’t it?  That 
households come to faith in Christ. Well, we have to be careful to understand that in the 
strictest sense the Church is not a family of families. I know that is a sort of a popular 
thing to say these days that the Church is a family of families, that is not true. You enter 
the Church, the true Church one soul at a time.  Praise the Lord if it is true that every 
person in your family is a true believer, but, nonetheless, we must always understand the 
Church is a family of believers.  It is not a family of families. It is a family of believers.   
 
Third, salvation is not to be equated with the natural family. Now that ties in to what I 
just said about the Church.  I know you are clear about this, but I want to say it to you. 
We must always be clear in our mind that just because I belong to a Christian family in 
the sense that my mom and dad are Christians. That doesn’t mean that I am a Christian or 
my brothers are Christians. That doesn’t mean that I am a Christian.  My sisters are 
Christians. That doesn’t mean that I am a Christian. You see, you have to look at your 
own case.  Do you have this spiritual relationship with Jesus? If Christ said here is my 
mother, my brothers, would you belong in that circle? Do you really know Christ? You as 
an individual?   
 
And so we are in danger sometimes of sort of just going with the flow in our family, you 
know?  Mom and dads they serve the Lord. My brothers serve the Lord. My sisters serve 
the Lord. We all go to church together. There are things we do as a family and have done 
our entire lives as a family, because my parents were Christians and so I just sort of go 
along in that flow and assume because I know the facts of the gospel, I know some things 
about the Bible, I could tell someone else as well as they could tell me how to become a 
Christian. I just assume that means I really am a Christian.  Not so, not so at all. In fact, 
what is frightening is there are many people who exist in a home like that who do not 
demonstrate an internal desire for the things of God.  What motivates many of these 
people to be in church, what motivates many of these people to sometimes pick up a 
Bible and read it or talk about the things of God, is an external pressure. It is expected in 
your home.  It is expected in your church and therefore you engage in it externally, 
superficially because this is what is expected of you. And I want you to ask yourself.  If 
all of those external constraints were removed and all you were left with is the internal 
desire in your own heart to know God, love God, walk with God, know the Scriptures, 
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worship with the Church, if all you were left with is what is going on in your own heart, 
what is there? 
 
I can tell you as a Christian father, someone who has tried to raise my children in a way 
that would evangelize them this is one of the things I always wanted to challenge my 
children about. What is true in your own soul?   Not what drives me, what drives you.  
And, by the way, isn’t it a wonderful thing to realize as a genuine child of God that the 
force for Christ, the force for God is actually within you.  
 
Now, folks, I have to tell you. Nobody gets me up in the morning and says, “Hey, you 
need to pray today.  You need to read the Bible today. You need to want to know more 
about God today. You need to want to share the gospel with someone today. You need to 
do these things.” No one ever tells me that.  So where does the desire come from?  It 
comes from the reality of a transformation that god did in my soul now a long time ago 
when I was 17 years old. And it has never gone away.   
 
Are there times that I am warmer spiritually than at other times? Yes. Are there times that 
I have to stir my own soul out of a sort of sleepiness? Yes.  But I can tell you that the 
force to love and live for God became real in my life when he saved me and it has never 
gone away because salvation is real.  Do you know that?  
 
So salvation will enhance natural relationships in the family. Salvation may be shared in 
the natural family.  But salvation is not to be equated with the natural family.  
 
Fourth, salvation, this is really standing behind the words of Christ. Listen. Salvation 
takes priority over the natural family.  Lord, your mother and brothers are outside.  Yeah, 
but I have mothers and brothers here.  Again, not to the neglect of earthly responsibilities.  
That is not what he is saying. But this is real, too, you see? What is in the room with him 
right now. That is real also.  And, in fact, if you take a natural relationship and compare it 
with the spiritual relationship that exists in salvation, salvation takes priority in terms of 
what drives the life.   
 
Matthew 10:37 Jesus said this: 
 
“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”22 
 
How do you work that into your theology?  How does that affect the way you think? 
Have our let it work its way into your theology? Have you let it change the way you 
think?  In fact, not only are you to love him more than mother, father, brother sister, you 
are to love him more than you.  The Christian life is not a self driven life.  Christ is at the 
center of the Christian life. 
 
Next statement, verse 38. 
 
                                                
22 John 10:37.  
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“And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.”23 
 
Do you hear those words to mean that Christ says, “Give me a peace of your life”?  Its 
what he is saying?  Or is coming to Christ losing our life that you might have him?   
 
Luke 14 puts it in the language that I described earlier this morning how lost people often 
perceive our love for God.  Don’t forget this. I know you know this.  But in our lost 
condition we were all idolaters by nature.  Isn’t that what lost man does? We take other 
things, be it material things even ideologies, allegiances, people, relationships and we put 
them in the place of God so that if we don’t do that, some people perceive that to be 
hatred.  You mean I can’t be the idol of your life? I can’t be at the center of your life?   
 
Listen to Luke 14:26.  
 
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.”24 
 
Folks, I have got news for you. When Jesus talks about being his disciple, he is not 
talking about being a deeper level follower.  He is talking about being a Christian. You 
can’t be a Christ follower if Jesus doesn’t take priority over every other relationship in 
your life including your marriage relationship. 
 
Now don’t forget what I said earlier. If I am a true Christ follower, will it enhance my 
natural relationships? What this the answer. Yes.  Will it make me a poor husband? No.  
A poor wife? No. A poor son or daughter? No.  But we are talking about idolatry versus 
worship. Where is Christ to be in my life? He is not to be second to my wife.  He is not to 
be second to my children.  He is not to be second to my work. He is not to be second to 
my possessions. He is to have the preeminence in everything.  So to be a Christ follower 
means he alone has the throne in my heart.   
 
Another Christ follower understands that.  Another Christ follower says amen to that.  
But someone who is not a Christ follower treats that like it is hatred.   
 
Matthew 10:32.   
 

So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I 
also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.  Do not think that I 
have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but 
a sword.  For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.   
And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household.25   
 

                                                
23 Matthew 10:38.  
24 Luke 14:26.  
25 Matthew 10:32-36. 
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This relationship with God, with Christ is so real and so exclusive that it is going to 
actually drive  wedge in the relationships that we have with other people including those 
in our own home.  That is the reality of the gospel.   
 
So salvation will enhance natural relationships. Salvation may be shared by the natural 
family. Salvation is not to be equated, however, with the natural family. Salvation takes 
priority over the natural family.  Let me give you a fifth thing. Salvation creates a real 
family.   What do you mean? I mean that family of God is a real family.   
 
Why do we call each other brother? It sounds strange to the world, doesn’t it?  Hey, 
brother.  Brother so and so, especially in Texas, right?  But brother in front of whatever, 
brother Richard, brother Butch.  Why do we do that? Is this a lodge? Is that the answer? 
No, what are we acknowledging with those words? The family of God is a real family. It 
is a real family. We really are brothers. 
 
Mark 10:25 says: 
 

“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
person to enter the kingdom of God.” And they were exceedingly 
astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at 
them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things 
are possible with God.”  Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left 
everything and followed you.”  Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no 
one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers 
and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal 
life.26 

 
Folks, that is the reality of the Church.  The Church is the family of God so that you 
come to Christ and what do you have? You have mothers and fathers and brothers and 
sisters and when you are in need you have lands and houses. That is the love of God. That 
is the family of God.  The language of Scripture regarding the Church is not accidental. It 
is purposeful.  Where the Bible uses words like brethren, it is purposeful.  God is our 
Father. We belong to the same spiritual family.  It is a spiritual reality. It is supernatural, 
created by the Holy Spirit.   
 
And, by the way, when you get that, when you really get the gospel, it changes the way 
you see things.   It will change your orientation to the Church.  You know, something is 
wrong when you say you are a believer and when you think about the church you talk 
about them, those people.   I really don’t have much in common with those people.  
Folks, if you are born again and you are in the midst of people who are born again, they 
are not those people.  These are your brothers and sisters. This is your spiritual family.  If 
you understand the gospel, that is the way you think about it.  It is a realty. 
 
                                                
26 Mark 10:25-30. 
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1 John 3:14.  
 

We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the 
brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death.  Everyone who hates his 
brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life 
abiding in him.  By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the 
world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against 
him, how does God’s love abide in him?  Little children, let us not love in 
word or talk but in deed and in truth.27  
 

Love your bother. Love you.  But I see that need you have and I have the means to meet 
it and I am not going to do it.  But I love you.  That is not a life in which the love of God 
really dwells. You see, if salvation is come, we understand this is a real family. This is 
why when you read in the early part of the book of Acts we had all those pilgrims coming 
to Jerusalem and there they are converted on the day of Pentecost. At the time this is the 
only place in the world where the apostles are, where the teaching of the new revelation, 
new covenant is at. What happened.  How were they allowed to stay there as you have 
these thousands of people converted in a short amount of time?  People were literally 
selling lands and houses to take care of one another.  That is not to teach communal 
living for the Church. That is not, as I have already said, to destroy the reality of the 
different realms of responsibility that belong to natural family. We still have our own 
families. There are still responsibilities there. But this is a real family.  And where 
salvation comes, you see that. You understand it. It changes your orientation to the 
Church, not those people, not them. Us.  
 
And let me add this. Salvation also changes your orientation with respect to earthly 
identity.  What is our earthly identity?  Have you noticed that the world is segregated?  
Have you  noticed that? There is a category for everybody.  And everybody is put into 
their category, racial categories, cultural categories, financial categories, categories 
determined by influence, educational categories.  The whole world is segregated. But 
have you ever wondered why it is segregated? It is segregated because of the way people 
view themselves, their own sense of identity. This is who I am.   
 
Well, what is our view of ourselves in the family of God?  Galatians 3:28: 
 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”28 
 
Let me just say one word about racial reconciliation in the Church. Folks, it is not, listen. 
It is not to be accomplished in some artificial, superficial way that is like the world would 
accomplish it.  The answer for racial reconciliation and cultural diversity in the Church is 
simply this.  Think like a Christian.  Think in terms of the gospel. In fact, you can even 
go back and say this. Think in terms of the creator and the creation, because if we 
                                                
27 1 John 3:14-18. 
28 Galatians 3:28.  
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believe, the Bible, we all came from one man and one woman.   We are all naturally a 
part of the same family, the human family, but spiritually now in Christ our identity is not 
found in our earthly sense of who we were, but now in our gospel sense of who we are. 
We are one man in Christ Jesus. The Church is a new humanity.   
 
The world’s answer is multiculturalism.  The church’s answer is Christ Jesus.  But he 
teaches us that lesson right here when they say, “Your mother and your brother are right 
outside.” Obviously they are blocked into the natural relationship and he says, “Here are 
my mother and my brothers.” 
 
You see, there is this real spiritual family and our sense of identity is found there, which 
leads to the last thing I will say about Salvation creates a distinct family.  And that is 
really his main point. That is why Luke places it here. We can ask it this way.  What 
characterizes this family?  What characterizes those who have really been transformed? 
What characterizes those who have this new identity, who belong to this new humanity, 
who have really been transformed? The spiritual family, the family of God, those who 
have a family relationship to Jesus are those who rightly hear and respond to God’s 
Word.  
 
Verse 21.   
 
“But he answered them, ‘My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of 
God and do it.’”29 
 
They are the good soil.  They are the ones embrace the truth and hold on to it. They are 
the ones who listen for the purpose of obeying what they hear.  They love God. They love 
the Savior and therefore they love his Word.  The Bible is their food.  They listen that 
they might worship and obey. 
 
You see, even this morning you maybe can’t see it with your eyes, but this distinction is 
played out right now in this room, because there are some people here who have no 
access to what we are talking about, none.  They were just here for a sermon.  And 
usually those people are counting the time down to the Texan’s game, that is if you don’t 
like a real football team, in which case the lost are waiting for the Cowboys to play.  But 
you get my point, right? They are thinking about lunch. They are thinking about what 
they are going to do with the rest of their day, because they had no plans to come back 
tonight.  I mean, can I just get out of the room so I can say I have done my duty?  I have 
done my religious thing for the day.  There is that person.   
 
And then there is that person that they want what the Word of God says, hungry to know 
the Word, because they love the Lord who gave the Word. And they want to know who 
he is. They want to worship him rightly. They want to walk with him every day. They 
love the Church. They love their brothers and sisters. There is no place they would rather 
be on the Lord’s Day than with the Lord’s people.  This, you see, is a distinction that 

                                                
29 Luke 8:21.  
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marks the true spiritual family of God, those who really have salvation hear the Word and 
obey the Word.   
 
I didn’t say that. Jesus said that. Do you think he knows who his family members are?  If 
Jesus defines relationship to him in those terms, don't you think you had better examine 
yourself in those terms?  If the day is coming when the Lord Jesus will separate out those 
who really know him from those who simply said they knew him. 
 
“I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.”30 
 
If that day of separation is coming and he is telling you right now what marks the people 
who are really his mother and brothers and sisters, who really have a relationship with 
him and he says, “Listen. It is what you do with my Word.” 
 
When don’t you think you had better examine your life for what you do with his Word? I 
think we had better.  
 
So I close this morning by asking you: Are you really in the family?   Is God your 
Father?  Is Jesus your Savior brother?  Is he your King and your Lord and your God and 
your Mediator?  And the answer is going to be found in this.  What is your relationship to 
his Word?  My mother, my brothers are those who hear the Word of God and what?  Do 
it.  Don’t leave that part off. They hear the Word of God and do it.  
 
Let’s bow together for prayer. 
 
Lord, thank you for your gracious warning and instruction.  I pray we would hear you 
this day. I pray for anyone who is not in the family of God that, today, Lord, they would 
recognize it and run to your Son for life, looking to him and him alone for a right 
standing with you.  That they would look away from themselves, their own living and look 
to the living of your Son and see his death on the cross and realize that there atonement 
was made, that they would see that forgiveness of sins comes though the death of the 
innocent one, not through their self effort and with simple child like faith they would 
simple rest in the Son of God, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world and 
that they would come to your Son not just, Lord, to have forgiveness, but to follow him, to 
know him, to love him. Lord, I pray for this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 

                                                
30 Matthew 7:23.  


