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THE LORD REIGNS IN MAJESTY!  

Psalm 93: 1-5 and Lamentations 5: 19 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Iguazu Falls on the border of Brazil, Paraguay and Argentina is a spectacular 

waterfall system. The falls themselves stretch for 1.67 miles and contain 275 falls 

in low tide on the Iguazu River and over 300 falls at flood stage. The huge fall 

system divides the Iguazu River into the Upper and the Lower Iguazu River. This 

is a huge natural wonder. Go on line and bring it up and you will see a clip of the 

falls as if you are standing at the rim of the Argentina side of the Falls. Etched on a 

wall on the Brazilian side of the Falls are the words of Psalm 93:4 from the 

Revised Standard Version. It reads, “Mightier that the thunders of many waters, 

mightier than the waves of the sea, the Lord on High is mighty!” Below this verse 

are these words—“God is always greater than all our troubles.”  

 

We are living in a day when it is so imperative to remember that risking for God’s 

kingdom is the greatest cause in our lifetimes. When Dr. Kent Brantly, his wife and 

family decided the Lord reigns in majesty, they surrendered to His call for them to 

go on a two year medical assignment as a family physician in Liberia, Africa. Not 

long afterwards, this Ebola plague that has come state side in the US, erupted first 

in Liberia. Dr. Brantly courageously moved into isolation wards to fight this 

deadly and contagious virus. He said, “I held the hands of countless individuals as 

this terrible disease took their lives away from them. I witnessed the horror 

firsthand, and I can still remember every face and name. In July of this year, 2014, 

the epidemic took an awful turn. Dr. Kent Brantly and his co-working nurse, 

Nancy Whitebol were infected with Ebola. For a week, both their lives hung in the 

balance. God miraculously delivered both of them, and they became the first 

Americans to survive Ebola. As Dr. Brantly, a young physician, was fighting for 

his own life, 23 more young physicians, dedicated to the Lord reigning in His 

majesty, took their own step of faith with their wives and children. They came to 

join Dr. Brantly, working for the World Medical Mission, the medical arm of 

Samaritan’s Purse which is under the direction of Franklin Graham. Dr. Brantly 

was recently interviewed and he said, “Following God often leads us to unexpected 

places. My focus remains the same---to follow God.” 

 

The psalmist in Psalm 93 penned his words in days when kings reigned. He knew 

that God is the ultimate King over all. He wrote, “The Lord reigns; the Lord is 

King. Your throne , O Lord has stood from time immemorial—from of old. You 

Yourself are from everlasting. No matter how high the floods or the waves or the 

waterfalls, You, Lord remain greater than them all.” The roar of the waterfall is 

truly majestic. The call of God in all our lives is truly majestic too. God’s high 
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calling is an incredible calling. I tell you today, as certain as I am standing here, it 

is a majestic realization to know and to confess to you that the Lord of all the 

waves and the winds called me here to you 38 years ago. But be certain, mighty as 

are God’s incredible calls in our lives, it is quite different to be somewhere in the 

upper Iguazu River fighting to get to the edge of the River but being in the vortex 

of water hurtling toward the falls. It is like Dr. Brantly realizing God’s call may 

end his life early with the Ebola plague in Africa. You may be in a situation today, 

physically, emotionally, financially, maritally, or relationally where the problems 

are hurtling you closer and closer to what looks like the end, the falls. Beloved, we 

have the majestic Lord to turn to, who is able, Paul tells us in Eph. 3: 20 “through 

His mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might 

ask or think. As the Brazilians wrote on the edge of the Iguazu Falls, on their side, 

“God is always greater than all our troubles.” Never measure God’s unlimited 

power by your limited expectations. 

 

This brief Psalm is without title or name of author, but its subject is obvious 

enough, being stated in the very first line. It is the Psalm of the Omnipotent 

Sovereignty of God. Jehovah, or Yahweh, despite all opposition, reigns supreme. 

Possibly at the time this sacred ode or poem was written, the nation was in danger 

from its enemies. The hopes of the people of God were encouraged by 

remembering that the Lord was still King. What sweeter and surer comfort could 

they desire? Today, I call us to take time to examine this brief psalm to discover 

why I have decided this is the psalm of God’s majesty. But you say, How so? Let 

me give you the five reasons in Psalm 93 why our God is so majestic. 

 

GOD IS MAJESTIC IN HIS SOVEREINGTY. (I.) Notice verse 1a – “The Lord 

reigns; He is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed; He has put on strength as His 

belt.” Whatever opposition arises, remember beloved—oh remember in these last 

days. Remember that God’s throne is unmoved. He is not cowering in the heavens. He 

has reigned from eternity past, He reigns as I am speaking. The Lord will reign for 

ever and ever. Whatever turmoil and rebellion there is, going on in America, or Iraq or 

Liberia or Nigeria, or Indonesia or Israel, our eternal King sits above it all in supreme 

serenity, despite the raging of God’s foes. All things, including today’s apostasy, are 

ordered and have been prophesied according to God’s eternal purposes. Ultimately, 

God will is being done and will yet be done in the future. Whatever causes the Lord to 

show Himself in His sovereignty, suddenly, v. 1, He puts on His regal robes, His regal 

apparel and He ascends His lofty throne, while His beloved children, His bride, cry 

out—“The Lord reigns!” We shout with joy, "The Lord reigns." Can anything give 

greater joy to any loyal subject of the Lord than for us to be given a glimpse of our 

King in his beauty? As I softly spoke to a suicidal person on Friday, I whispered, 
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“God still reigns. He kept you from successfully ending your life.” There was much 

bleeding, but the bleeding scared the person and they called for help, in the middle of 

the night. The neighbor took the call and one more life was spared to become born 

again on Friday morning. Tell the doubters, “The Lord reigns.” Tell the desponding, 

“The Lord reigns.” We need to publish the glad tidings that God is sovereign. In the 

face of the foe, our enemy, we need to shout, “The Lord reigns.”  All that surrounds 

my sovereign Lord is majestic. Happy we are as God’s people when we witness that 

God appears in all the glory of His grace to conquer His enemies, to subdue all things 

to Himself, and who rightly wears His royal robes.  

Strength is God’s girdle. He is always strong, but sometimes he displays his power in 

a special sovereign way, so that we see Him wearing His sovereign majesty. He is 

clothed with it. When I hear the pilot come on the air and tell us, “There is turbulence 

ahead. Go back to your seats at once and buckle up. Stewards and stewardesses, 

buckle up and quit serving. As the plane is rocking and falling in the air, it often 

occurs to me, “God is riding the dark clouds. He is sovereignly reigning. When we 

pray on Sundays, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven,” 

God sometimes, yes, He more than often appears to hide His omnipotence until, in 

answer to our cries, he puts on His sovereign strength as a robe, or as a belt. In those 

moments, God appears to put on His strength, to assume His throne, and to defend His 

own. When I went down a week ago, last Wednesday to Salt Lake City, to fly out to 

Houston on US Airways, I took extra time visiting and praying with Pastor Phil and 

Lois Foard at their home. That meant I was late getting to the airport. I drove clear to 

the far west end of the parking area to O 38. As I got out of the vehicle, the Airport 

Bus was stopping at Stop # 1. I raced toward the bus, but the bus went on. I was 

praying, “Lord, make him stop.” And wonder of wonders, he drove about a half a 

block and stopped. Huffing and puffing, I got on the bus, made it to my flight on time. 

I thanked the bus driver, and I thanked God for His sovereign majesty as He put on 

His strength as a belt just for me. 2ndly,  

GOD IS MAJESTIC IN HIS STABILITY. (II.) Notice verses 1b and 2. Look for 

the word established twice. “Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. 

Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting.” The Hebrew 

word for established is kuwn. Kuwn means ready, adequately prepared for action, 

fixed, appointed, rendered sure, firmly fitted, stable, unmoving, unchanging. 

Imagine our wayward world if God wasn’t still seated on His throne. Imagine if 

our God did not keep our world to its appointed orbit. What if our world were to 

become a football in the heavens, rolling from here to there? Adore our Lord, 

beloved because He’s got the whole world in His hands. Atheism is the mother of 

anarchy. A belief in God’s majestic stability is the foundation and cornerstone of a 

well ordered state. This dominion of God on His throne is no recent development, 
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since God sees how precarious our world is. No, God has been set up, stablished and 

established before the creation of the world. You can take it to the bank that it was not 

a random kick by God in the heavens that erupted into a big bang billions of years 

ago. Listen! Random is not a word that describes God. Listen! “Your throne is 

established from of old; You are from everlasting. It is truer than true—Genesis 1: 1 

tells the truth. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” God never 

stumbled into the big bang and salvages a few ape-like savages to evolve into present 

day man. No, no, forever No!  God is established in His creation, and also in His 

redemption. Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2: 23 reflects the 

established order of God’s redemption. He preached, “This Jesus, delivered up 

according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, You crucified and killed by 

the hands of lawless men.” Jesus didn’t die on the cross by accident, or because He 

was too weak or helpless. No, it was by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 

God. Charles Spurgeon, speaking of ancient dynasties, said, “Compared to our Lord, 

those dynasties are but a bubble on the breaker, born an instant ago and gone as soon 

as they are seen. But our everlasting majestic Lord dwells immortally, has existed 

from all eternity. The rebellion of mere mortals cannot shake God’s kingdom. Thirdly, 

 

GOD IS MAJESTIC IN HIS STRENGTH. (III.) Notice verse 3. “The floods 

have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their 

roaring.” This turn in this poem speaks of the enemies of God, men like raging 

angry waves of the sea, reaching a fevered tumult. The billows are foaming, the 

breakers are roaring, but like King Hezekiah before the attack of the enemy, he 

spread out the blasphemies of the wicked before the Lord. The Lord sees the 

tumult, He hears our cries, and He comes walking on the water. The angry waves 

must obey Him. The floods lift up their voice; the floods lift up their waves.” The 
wicked bring their catapults and their mighty assaults upon the kingdom of God. Like 

waves, they repeat their demands and their threats repeatedly, over and over. Their 

words become like the waves—foaming fury, noise and bluster, until our Lord says, 

“Peace, be still!” Then the winds and the waves show the majesty of God’s strength as 

shipwrecking oceans become a sea of glass before His majestic spoken word of 

strength. God turns the tide, the storm is hushed and God’s kingdom again stands fast 

in the grandeur of God’s power. The sound of the waves is silenced by the stillness of 

the calm as God speaks. This past week, I listened to a young woman tell me she 

wanted nothing to do with Jesus. My first thought was, “That’s it! It’s all over! But I 

prayed and God appeared in His majesty, silencing the enemies repeated waves of 

attack. After a few moments of listening to this young woman’s painful story, I 

listened to her pray the prayer of a sinner who was ready to receive Jesus. Here came 

Jesus, walking on the water. Bless His holy Name! Fourthly, 
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GOD IS MAJESTIC IN HIS SUPREMACY. (IV.) God’s supremacy and sway 

is amazing. Notice verse 4. “Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier 

than the waves of the sea, the Lord on high is mighty!” When we are lashed by the 

storm and we are holding on to the ship’s railing, awaiting destruction, our Lord 

appears, mightier than the threatening waves, that are tossing their brine and foam 

on deck. The Hebrew word for waters or many waters is mayim. When this word 

is used in relationship to a storm at sea, the meaning is danger and distress from the 

out-bursting force of a mighty storm at sea. David knew about this majestic 

supremacy of God over all his enemies. He speaks of it so beautifully in Psalm 18: 

4-17. “The cords of death encompassed me; the torrents of destruction assailed me; 

the cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death confronted me. In my distress 

I called upon the LORD; to my God I cried for help. From His temple He heard my 

voice, and my cry to Him reached his ears. Then the earth reeled and rocked; the 

foundations also of the mountains trembled and quaked, because He was angry. 

Smoke went up from His nostrils, and devouring fire from His mouth; glowing 

coals flamed forth from Him. He bowed the heavens and came down; thick 

darkness was under His feet. He rode on a cherub and flew; He came swiftly on the 

wings of the wind. He made darkness His covering, His canopy around Him, thick 

clouds dark with water. Out of the brightness before Him hailstones and coals of 

fire broke through His clouds. The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the 

Most High uttered His voice, hailstones and coals of fire. And He sent out His 

arrows and scattered them; He flashed forth lightnings and routed them. Then the 

channels of the sea were seen, and the foundations of the world were laid bare 

at Your rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of Your nostrils.He sent from on 

high, He took me; He drew me out of many waters. He rescued me from my strong 

enemy and from those who hated me,”  

The calming of the storm on the Sea of Galilee was both historical, but it was also, 

as it were, a parable of the history of the kingdom of God and what God does for 

His children. When men combine efforts to overthrow the kingdom of Jesus, His plan 

for marriage of a man and a woman, the plots, either open or secretly, or by enraged 

mobs waving banners openly, the Lord thinks no more of it than of so much noise of a 

few loud waves on the beach. God laughs at the audacity of His enemies to try to 

change His plan for the marriage of one man and one woman, as David says in Psalm 

2: 4. The sea which is often in the Old Testament, a symbol or emblem of this God-

estranged, God-opposing world is shrieking in the evil storm we see dashing upon the 

waves of our country. The shriek of the storm and the lash of the breakers is not above 

the words God will speak before too long when He says, “Enough!~ Hush. Be still! 

The Lord does not prevent opposition to Himself or to us as His children, but He will 

triumph over it, as His followers share in His triumph. Fifthly   
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GOD IS MAJESTIC IN HIS SANCTITY. (V.) Notice verse 5. “Your decrees 

are very trustworthy; holiness/ sanctity befits Your house, O Lord forevermore.” 

The testimonies and decrees of the Word of God are sure. As the throne of God is 

fixed beyond all risk of enemy subterfuge, so is God’s revelation secure, sure, and 

true beyond all question. The revelations of God’s Word are infallible. As rocks 

and cliffs remain unmoved on the beach in spite of the waves, so does God’s 

divine truth resist and overcome all of man’s opinions and every storm or human 

controversy from the folly of the Big Bang to the supposed scientific proof of a 

mere theory of evolution. We do not follow or succumb to cunningly devised 

fables. Our faith is grounded upon God’s sanctity in His holy and unadulterated 

Word—the eternal truth of our Most high. This sanctity in God’s Word also befits 

God’s house. True doctrine in the Word is unchangeable in each holy precept. 

God’s Word is incorruptible. The holy Word of God both in its teaching of 

doctrine and of the character of God is forever settled in heaven. The doctrine and 

the character of God is unaltered. And in the same way God protects His Word, He 

protects His house and He will not tolerate admitted evil in His house. He is 

forever holy and He requires that we worship Him in the beauty of His holiness, in 

spirit and in truth. As Jesus cleansed the temple twice while here on earth, He will 

cleanse His church if we swerve from truth or holiness, or if we lightly esteem our 

reigning King. In the presence of so great a Lord as we have, we must surrender, 

will we?—Yes, we must surrender to the will and the rights of our Absolute and 

Divine King and Monarch. We rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.  

Holiness becomes God's house, the temple—our sanctuary right here. Holiness 

becomes God’s spiritual house, His church, His Bride. Holiness becomes God’s 

smaller spiritual house—our lives as individual believers. Holiness becomes and is 

befitting eternally for God’s eternal home in heaven. God is majestic in His holiness 

and sanctity. God forbid that we would adopt behavior in God’s house that does not 

become His royal presence. God make us afresh those children of His who cry out. 

“Our Lord reigns in majesty.” Amen and amen.  

 

 


