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If you will, take your Bibles and look with me once again to the book of Isiah and I want 
us to consider Isaiah 48 and even though the entire chapter is one particular subject, we'll 
for time's sake consider together verses 1 through 11 and, Lord willing, we'll even get 
down through those 11-12 verses. I want to speak to you about a subject that is very vital 
and important. Every subject is in Scripture but this has to do particularly with false 
profession and the warnings of Scripture about it. Let me read for you here from verse 1. 
Isaiah 48:1,

1 Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Israel, 
and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, which swear by the name of 
the LORD, and make mention of the God of Israel, 

You see, all of that sounds good but then look at the rest,

but not in truth, nor in righteousness. 2 For they call themselves of the 
holy city, and stay themselves upon the God of Israel; The LORD of hosts 
is his name. 3 I have declared the former things from the beginning; and 
they went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed them; I did them suddenly, 
and they came to pass. 4 Because I knew that thou art obstinate, and thy 
neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass; 5 I have even from the 
beginning declared it to thee; before it came to pass I shewed it thee: lest 
thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them, and my graven image, and 
my molten image, hath commanded them. 6 Thou hast heard, see all this; 
and will not ye declare it? I have shewed thee new things from this time, 
even hidden things, and thou didst not know them. 7 They are created 
now, and not from the beginning; even before the day when thou heardest 
them not; lest thou shouldest say, Behold, I knew them. 8 Yea, thou 
heardest not; yea, thou knewest not; yea, from that time that thine ear was 
not opened: for I knew that thou wouldest deal very treacherously, and 
wast called a transgressor from the womb. 9 For my name's sake will I 
defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee 
not off. 10 Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen 
thee in the furnace of affliction. 11 For mine own sake, even for mine own 
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sake, will I do it: for how should my name be polluted? and I will not give 
my glory unto another. 

These are the words of our Lord in whom we have gathered today to worship but it's a 
reminder, again, that if any are delivered, if any of us hearing this message are truly the 
Lord's, it's certainly not for anything in us and I’ll go to my grave insisting upon that. It's 
not for anything in us. When the Lord describes these as obstinate and stiff necked, I have 
to plead guilty because that's what I am by nature and therefore it begs the question: if 
some he has cast into hell and left to themselves, why would he save one like me? Well, 
he gives the answer in verse 11, "For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do 
it: for how should my name be polluted?" He says, "I will not give my glory unto 
another."

So he is God and here we have a reminder. We can apply it to the natural Jew to whom 
he was speaking here being of the physical descendant, if you will, of Abraham and yet 
that alone not sufficient to make them children of God. The same will be true of us today. 
Just because we are of a heritage, perhaps of a family where the Scriptures were read and 
where even now we can quote Scripture and with our lips honor God, yet unless he is 
pleased to begin that work of grace in our heart and show us that we're nothing and that 
Christ is all, we'll die the death of the unrighteous and perish with the worst of them.

We can see all the way down through this particular chapter that I’ve read for you, the 
Lord's word to any to whom he addresses this. Notice the problem there in verse 1 and 
this is why I have entitled it "False Profession," "making mention of the God of Israel." 
Stop and think right now at this hour on a Sunday how many have this Bible open and 
how many are making mention of the God of Israel. The God of Israel is one God. Israel 
was a people that he called out and caused to separate out from other nations, purposed to 
bring his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, through that nation but it could well apply to any 
today. He is the God of the universe. He is the Lord of nations. Let's not imagine for a 
moment that he is in any way limited to any one particular people as far as who he 
governs and what he does. There's not anything taking place in history right now but 
what he has ordained it. We just find out about it when we wake up and turn on the news. 
That's what God ordained. It's just people reciting.

We know how bad men are at predicting. Try to predict what's going on in the Middle 
East. Try and predict what's going on in other parts of the world. When we were in 
Hawaii, we had the privilege of listening to Robert Gates who had been under five 
different presidents, a very stately man. I was impressed after hearing him and listening 
to him. Sometimes you see their picture is up and you hear about things that they're doing 
and traveling the world negotiating and doing all these things, but he appeared to be a 
very honest man about the way things were. He said that the one thing that was true about 
all of the predictions and trying to determine the course of events and what was going to 
happen to prepare for it, he said, "None of us got it right. None of us got it right." And I 
thought, "There's a reason. These things are hidden with God." He's the one governing 
this world. We kind of laugh about weathermen never getting it right. Well, they're trying 
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to be in their place. They're trying to predict weather, wind. Who determines these things 
but God?

So he is the God not only over Israel but over the universe. But it speaks here in verse 1 
of those that make mention of him and there are many that have God on their lips and yet 
are not the Lord's. Our Lord said, "Enter ye in at the strait gate. Narrow." That's people, 
when they start saying to you, "You've got an awful narrow message," that's a 
compliment because by God's grace I want it to be as close as what this word says as far 
as who Christ is, who God is. Our Lord said, "Wide is the gate and broad is the way that 
leadeth to destruction." And he said, "Many there be which go in thereat." You stop and 
think about today in this broad way, this one verse characterizes not the way of salvation 
but the way of destruction. It's paved with religiosity. It's paved with profession and 
pretension at salvation. When you hear "wide gate," what does that speak of today but 
easy believism. There are preachers that are trying to make this just as wide as possible 
so that anybody can get in. "Why should we be exclusive? Let's be all inclusive." Well, 
that's the way that leads to destruction according to Scripture.

Then he speaks of the broad way. God is broad in his love even to the point of, for them, 
overlooking people's faults so they put quotation marks around it. How many are there 
that truly believe in this word and what it says about being a sinner worthy of 
condemnation? That if God should send me to hell, he would be just in doing so? There 
are some that are afraid to even say it because they do not see themselves as worthy of it. 
If the Lord ever teaches you, that's one thing you do learn is, "I'm worthy of hell and 
condemnation." But they have a God who can do no harm, wants to save everybody and 
let's don't get too nitpicky about doctrine. Again, broad is the way. Broad is the way. 
That's the world we live in.

But coming back here to Isaiah 48, first of all, consider those to whom this message is 
addressed. He says, "Hear ye this, O house of Jacob." Who were of the house and family 
of Jacob, his descendants and posterity? Well, they were these that at least were so by 
profession. It's like so many today that boast of their denomination, "I'm Baptist. I'm 
Presbyterian. I'm Catholic. I'm Pentecostal. I'm Seventh Day Adventist. I'm Mormon." 
Everybody has a profession but this is those to whom this word is addressed. You who, as 
it says there, "are called by the name of Israel." There are so many today who have grown 
up Christian and there's a mindset that if we can get our kids to make a profession at an 
early age, they'll be in. Let's see if we can do it as quickly as possible. It's a designation of 
anybody. Christian today is a designation of anybody who just gives credence to the 
Bible. It doesn't matter which one or to God or to Jesus. That's a popular name today, 
Jesus, as a way of salvation.

Notice they call themselves which are called by the name of Israel. This is a name they 
take to themselves and it says there, "are come forth out of the waters of Judah." "Water's 
being as water in the womb breaking. The Scripture is very picturesque. When a child is 
born, the water breaks and so they are those like in Christ's day that said, "Well, we be of 
Abraham. We be of Abraham's seed." So he's addressing this word to those that would 
boast in the us/them. "We're Christians, they're not. At least we grew up in church." 
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That's considered to be a badge of honor today and yet they miss truly who Jacob was all 
about. They miss who the God of Israel is. They miss who it is that is of the true lineage 
of Judah. It's all about Christ. He is the lion of Judah and it's not being a child born in a 
Christian home that makes them a Christian, it's one born again from above and that's 
God's work to do.

So we're warned to beware. Over in Romans 9, if you'll look at that with me just a 
minute. Keep your hand here in Isaiah 48 but in Romans 9:7-8, this is made clear. 
"Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall 
thy seed be called." You could take that word "Isaac" and put "in Christ" shall thy seed be 
called because he was the promised seed to Abraham, Christ who would come through 
Isaac. "That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of 
God." Now, stop and think about that, being children of the flesh. You can learn 
everything right to say and it's one of the things I fear the most where people will come 
and sit under the Gospel and in their mind they're thinking, "Just teach me what to 
believe. Teach me what to say." I can teach a parrot to say, "Salvation is of the Lord," and 
get it to repeat it but that doesn't mean that parrot knows a thing as to what that salvation 
is or who the Lord is. You know, a stopped clock can be right twice a day if you just 
happen to fall on it at the right time.

I run into it all the time where you're talking about somebody and somebody else will 
say, "Well, you know, they must be the Lord's because I heard them say this. They're 
trusting in Christ. They're trusting in his death." Really? You're willing to make that 
statement for them? You're willing to testify for another sinner? Scripture says, "Let God 
be God and every man a liar." I'll tell you, I get people all the time asking me questions 
and I can tell by their questions the one thing they're wanting me to do is give them a 
hope, me being the preacher. "If Ken will just say that he believes I’m the Lord's, woo-
hoo! I'm in." I'll tell you, I bite my tongue and bite my tongue and bite my tongue 
because that is a testimony that I cannot give of another. 

I know it sounds harsh but there are evidences that one is the Lord's and I can always say 
I'm prayerful that So-and-so is. I'm hopeful that it is but do you know what? I've got to 
say the same thing for myself. I trust that I am the Lord's. I trust that I’m not being 
deceived. Keep the heart for out of it are the issues of life. Weigh these things. Whatever 
is of the flesh is flesh and there is an awful lot about how we worship that is fleshly and 
even how we evaluate the Lord's working in such a fleshly manner. If we feel good about 
the message and some preacher's say, "I sure had a lot of liberty today so the Lord must 
have blessed." Well, maybe not. Maybe he was just making you feel better about it and 
now all of your boasting in it has done nothing but give yourself the glory.

That's why I don't necessarily like to talk about messages before I preach. I'll get some 
that say, "What are you preaching on today?" I'd just rather not say because I never know. 
I know what my notes are here but when I stand up here, whatever thought the Lord gives 
me, that's what I’m going to say and there have been many a time that it hasn't even been 
written in the notes. People will come back and say, "Well, how did you say that again?" 
Whoa. It's not important how I said it. If it's not the word of Christ that the Lord has 
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brought home to the heart and you can't remember the word, it doesn't matter how I said 
it.

So that's vital but here in Romans 9:8, "They which are the children of the flesh, these are 
not the children of God: but the children of the promise," again, distinctive, "the promise 
are counted for the seed." You could replace that word with "Christ." All the promises of 
God are in Christ, yea and amen. You know, I pray that no matter when a person comes 
into a message and sits down and listens, they hear Christ being spoken of. Christ being 
exalted.

I caught a man one time, I came in a little bit late and sat down to listen. I didn't hear 
anything of Christ and afterward, the Lord gave me some moments to tell him. He said, 
"Well, you missed it. It was in the first part of the message." Well, if it was in the first 
part and not the middle or the last, then it was a crime. We don't just mention it and move 
on. It all has to do with the person and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

So these are the ones that this message is addressed to, those who profess the name of 
Christ. That covers an awful lot of the world's population because there are an awful lot 
that would call themselves so-called Christian. But how are they characterized? Coming 
back here to Isaiah 48, first off, the honor the Lord with their lips. How easy it is to do, 
right? When I tell you, "Let's stand and sing," everybody is singing. You feel like if you 
don't sing, they're going to think something is wrong. Well, do you think about the words 
because singing as a congregation is a confession of faith. It's to state what the heart, 
singing from the heart, by the grace of God, alright? How many there are that simply 
honor the Lord with their lips. 

It says here in verse 1, "which swear by the name of the LORD," in other words, they 
own him as their God. They acknowledge him to be their Lord and King and how many 
solemnly promise to serve him and yield obedience to him? That's a big thing in 
preaching today, if we can just get you committed. There are many, many people that 
have walked an aisle and said a prayer and dedicated and rededicated their lives to a God 
that they do not know. It's simply a God that they have made up with their own thinking.

Over in Isaiah 29:13 and I know it's taking us a while to get through Isaiah and we've 
already seen this but just to bring it to your attention, this was the Lord's indictment 
against this people, a religious people, and when I talk about religious, let me go a step 
further, one where the Gospel was preached. When you stop and think about Israel and 
how everything was centered around the temple and the tabernacle and the priesthood 
and the Scriptures and Isaiah being a prophet, we're not talking about some way out 
congregation here. 

We're talking about a place where the Gospel is preached, much like here, and yet what is 
the indictment of the Lord? Isaiah 29:13, "Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this 
people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have 
removed their heart far from me, and their fear," their reverence, "toward me is taught by 
the precept of men." You can hear a very good message on the fear of the Lord by a man 
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in step 1, step 2, step 3. This is what it is to fear the Lord. That's why people like 
seminars. "Just give me the 1, 2, 3 and with the PowerPoint behind you, all the better." 
Again, all of that is merely outward education, inculcation, catechizing and people can 
learn what to say and still their heart be far off.

If you look over in Mark 7, who more than the Pharisees had a grasp on Scripture? These 
were people that had set themselves as masters of the word, the scribes and the Pharisees. 
The scribes having the responsibility to carefully translate the word. You talk about 
fundamentalists of the day, these men were and they led the people and yet when the 
disciples of our Lord didn't fall in line with what these men taught, they began to 
complain and they brought these complaints to the Lord. In verse 5 of Mark 7, then the 
Pharisees and scribes asked him, "Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition 
of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?" "Unwashen" means that there was a 
certain ceremony. These men were so self-righteous and thought so much of themselves 
that when they would go out to the marketplace, they felt like rubbing shoulders with the 
world made them dirty so when they got back before they ate they had to go through this 
ceremony, a certain ceremony on how to wash the hands. Dipping the fingers down right 
up to the knuckles and holding them there, bringing them out, putting them back in and 
different ones. 

It was a ceremonial thing much like people do today and at this convention I was at. I had 
already started eating and these two ladies showed up and they had their plate of food and 
they plopped down and the one said, "Do y'all mind if I pray over the food?" Just kind of 
out loud. I looked at her and she didn't even wait for agreement. She said, "I'm going to 
pray," and then it was this prayer about, "If there is any evil surrounding this plate of 
food, if there's anything wrong or evil that can come from it, Lord, bless it and remove 
the evil." 

This is the mindset. That's like the Pharisees. Somehow it was prepared by dirty hands 
and someone else, if they're into Voodoo and other things, don't let that come on me by 
eating this food. That's how a lot of people live, in ignorance, not knowing that whatever 
God has given us is sanctified and our sanctification is in the Lord Jesus Christ. But there 
is nothing new under the sun. This is the accusation. It would be like somebody saying, 
"You're a preacher and you didn't pray before you ate?" I've had people say that. "Don't 
you pray before you eat?" And I’ll always ask them, "How do you know I didn't?" "I 
didn't see you bow your head." "Well, what does that have to do with prayer?"

How many times you sit there and you thank the Lord for his mercy and grace but it 
comes from the heart. Other people don't need to hear it. This isn't a show. People say, 
"Well, we need to pray in public because that's a testimony." All it does is draw attention 
to yourself. It calls attention to yourself. It's a testimony to yourself that you're going 
through some ritual that you were taught growing up and you feel like, "Oh, if I don’t do 
it, somehow something bad is going to happen." That's the mindset here. That's what 
these Pharisees were accusing the disciples of. I can imagine Peter and John saying, 
"Let's eat. Dig in." The Pharisees are saying, "Whoa! Aren't you teaching them how to 
pray before they eat?"
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Here was the answer, verse 6, "He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias 
prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me." Then our Lord just puts the nail on the coffin when he 
says in verse 7, "Howbeit in vain do they worship me." They call it houses of worship but 
he says "in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 
For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing 
of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do." This is how they are 
characterized. It's an outward form of religion.

But secondly, here in verse 1 of Isaiah 48, they honor the Lord with their lips but notice 
he says here, "and make mention of the God of Israel." Now, it's interesting how many 
times in Scripture if you take your concordance and look it up, how many times that 
phrase is used of hypocrites, "they make mention of the God of Israel." Again, don't be 
fooled by the outward. Just because someone mentions Christ, mentions his death, doesn't 
necessarily mean that they have any understanding to know what it's about.

I've mentioned that to you before, they use the same words many times, grace, 
redemption and so you think, "Well, there's a brother." Well, the Lord speaks of these 
that make mention of the God of Israel, "but not in truth, nor in righteousness." What 
does that remind you of? Well, what Paul said of his brethren according to the flesh in 
Romans 10. They have a zeal after God but what? Not according to knowledge. Not 
according to knowledge. You know, when do people usually make mention of God? 
Well, it's in their religious exercise on Sunday morning. "Let's get up and go to church." 
It's all right to grumble on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 
but Sunday, whoa! Let's hold it until after "worship," then, alright we can grumble again.

Or people make mention. You talk about when they get religious, it's when things go 
wrong, funerals. You would think all the various funerals that the Lord has enabled me to 
preach during my lifetime, if I were to judge people and their profession based upon what 
they tell me at funerals, you'd think everybody was converted. They're all mentioning 
God. They're all thinking about the person that has departed and they're all stirred up 
emotionally but just give it a day. Just give it a day. God's the furthest thing from their 
minds. They're right back to their business and doing whatever they need to get done.

So here, again, they make mention of the God of Israel and yet he is soon forgotten. He's 
soon forgotten. I'll tell you, when the Lord brings his word home to your heart, you can't 
forget it. The Lord will, when he deals mightily in a sinner's heart, that word is forever 
and yet there are so many that are stirred emotionally, even under a true Gospel message, 
and they go out shaken and yet given a little time, they're driving down the road, they 
turn the radio up, they've got the music going, they meet somebody else and pretty soon 
they're lulled back into a sense of false hope.

If you look in Job 8, this may be describing someone hearing me. It certainly was my 
case until the Lord brought his word home to my heart there in isolation when I was in 
Africa but I grew up under this. I grew up under a false profession and I know of what I 
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speak not only based on the word but from experience that it's easy to be deceived. It's to 
be lost and not know it and to presume, taking the name of God to your lips and presume 
that he's your God when you're still in a lost estate.

But here in Job 8:11, "Can the rush grow up without mire? can the flag grow without 
water?" When it's talking about the rush, if you've been by the lakeside or seaside and 
seen these real tall reeds, I mean, it doesn't take any time at all for those things to grow. 
Why do they get so big? Well, they're all water. Remove the water and what do they do? 
They dry right up. Why? Because there is no root. There is no root. So this is the point 
here in verse 12, "Whilst it is yet in his greenness, and not cut down, it withereth before 
any other herb." You go by and say, "Oh, how beautiful those look. Look at those reeds." 
There's no root. Again, it's like profession, "If anybody is a Christian, that one is." 
Really?

Look at here, "So are the paths of all that forget God; and the hypocrite's hope shall 
perish: Whose hope shall be cut off, and whose trust shall be a spider's web. He shall lean 
upon," what? "His house, but it shall not stand: he shall hold it fast, but it shall not 
endure." That's what profession is. It lasts just as long as the person remembers but how 
soon the Lord is forgotten, his word, because there's no root. There is no revelation of 
Christ.

Again, that brings us back to Isaiah 48, they honor the Lord with their lips, their mind 
turns to God at certain times, whether in affliction or regulated times of worship, but he's 
not always in their mind never having been revealed in the heart, but thirdly, right here it 
says they make mention of the God of Israel "but not in truth," and notice, "nor in 
righteousness." Those two go together. How do we know that someone is in the truth and 
is confessing God in truth? I will tell you: listen to how they speak of his righteousness 
because there is nobody that has a righteousness other than the righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ imputed that can say that they're in the truth. 

That's all there is concerning righteousness, it's the righteousness of God. It's that which 
Christ has worked out. He is God's righteousness. If righteousness could come in any 
other way, then Christ is dead in vain. What you're saying is that there could have been 
another way and God spared not his Son for nought because man really could have 
attained righteousness in another way. How many people there are that see the 
righteousness that Christ worked out as a down payment or they see it as something in 
corroboration or cooperation with their own but the real point is that they still have to 
furnish something. You still have to do something.

Such are described in Scripture as false professors. It's just plain and simple. It's not a 
matter of saying, "Well, they don't see it the same way we do." Well, if they don't see it 
the same way we do, then one of two things: we're either both wrong or one of us is right 
and one of us is wrong. We can't both be right on this matter so it behooves each one of 
us to, again, look at the word. 
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You can take the word there but not in truth. Christ said, "I am the way, the truth and the 
life. No man cometh unto the Father but by me." Not just by my authority but by me. In 
other words, in him in that work that he has accomplished so if you're not in him, you're 
not in the truth.

So you could replace the name of truth there with Christ but not in Christ nor in that 
righteousness that he came and worked out on behalf of sinners such as we are. His truth 
is always linked to his righteousness and there are many people that profess to know God, 
profess to believe in his death and if you ask them, "Did Christ come, live, die and rise 
again and ascend on high?" They'd say, "Amen, brother." But do you know that even 
having made that declaration, you're not saying anything more than devils? The devils 
believe that. They know that. In fact, they cried out when he appeared, "Art thou come to 
cause us to perish?" They know. They know a lot of truth but they're not in the truth and 
many people are that way. They know a lot of true things but they're not in the truth.

I trust that's not the case for any here. Where is your hope? As you sit there right now 
being the only person that can know what you're thinking is you, where is your hope? If 
in any way it is tied to something you've done, something you've confessed, a way of 
living that you feel, "I'm doing better today than I did yesterday," all that's like the reed 
by the water that will soon fade. There is no root. But to declare that my hope is built on 
nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness and to know it so because the Spirit has 
made it so, there's a hope. That's a good hope.

But these, they're void of the truth and the righteousness of God and they rest in tradition. 
Verse 2, we'll stop here, you can see it and we'll have to come back but notice, "For they 
call themselves of the holy city." Therein is the problem. This is not something that God 
has declared them. These are people that say, "Well, we have the temple. We have the 
heritage. We be sons of Abraham." 

"For they call themselves of the holy city," and notice, "and stay themselves upon the 
God of Israel; The LORD of hosts is his name." That last part is in contrast to whatever 
they say of themselves. Now, here's, again, a statement that puts the death nail into the 
coffin of any who say, "Well, it's up to us." You don't want that word "themselves" in 
there. If I am stayed upon Jehovah because God in his grace has put me in him, I’m safe. 
But if I think that somehow my doing or my willing or my coming, my profession, is 
what has gotten it done, I’m only fooling myself but what a deception. What a deception 
that is.
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